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Decision ~!o. 42045 

BEFORE THE FUEl,IC UTIL:t'I'I:83 CO~j ,IS3ION OF Tr·IS STATE OP' Cl .. LIFormIA 

IN THE M.t.. T1'::;:\ OF TE~'~ ~\PJ:jLICi'. TION 
OF JULIA E. ~:II,I30N, DOING- 3USI!~ESS 
;~S ','lILSON ',7ATE:\ SYS7'sx·!. FOR 
AUTHORITY TO INCr~EASZ RATSS. 

Application No. 29147 

Julia E. ~:!ilson, o.p~Jlic:~.nt, for hers.;;: 1£ • 

o ? I ~; ION ----- .... -

Julio. E. :'Jilson, doinc; businoss as ;'lilson V!n.ter System) 0\'ll1S 

and opcrntcs n 'Public utility i-ro.ter :;ystem distributing ~I.nd selling 

· .... atcr in .:>.na about the uninco:r~)or.:-..tcd to~m of :S~rlimart) Tul.:trc Co'Unty~ 

In this applic~' 'Cion she rCC2ue~t:3 c.uthorizc.tion i'rorJ'l this COl!.n:i:izionto 

file ~ ochedule of InCr8~,sGd C112rCQg fer ~" ~O~ti6h or h~~ system. The 

A public he:,-rin~ \'1::"5 held on this r.lo.ttcr in Ec.rlir.lr.rt before 

Ex.:t.minor Ross. 

l ... p,lico.nt's W:ltcr :::yoto:n com.p:::-iscs 't:,\vo ~ .. lolls wi ~h ?\ll."lpS, t"iO 

pressure tJ.nkz Hi th a combined c::, .. p:;.ci ty of 3,700 g.?.llons, and .... p::>roxi-

mo.tcly 7,300 feet of ::l.::..i:13 rU:lning in size fror.: one '1:;0 four inches in 

c.io.::letcr. This system SCl"VCC 204 dOr.lcstic o.nd C01"i'.r.1cl"ci~1 c'Ust.01nor~ on 

0. fl.?t rate bo.sis. Ap,lico.n"v' s present system comprises £.::'.ci1i tiec; 

1"hich she ori:~inl:-,11y inst:: .... llcd in 1937 and opcro.tcd O,C Hilson ~iJ~tcr 

System, toecthcr with r~cilitics inst~llcd in 1946 by C. O. Souder, do

ing business :".$ Souder ',\:ntCl" CO::'!!Jr'.ny, as vrcll o.s fi.l.cilitics inst.?llcd 

subsequently. A:,plico.nt rQc()nt 1y c.cquircd the Souder ~:J<"'.t.cr Comp~ny 

proporties, pursu:.nt ·~o this COli'Jni:::~ion' s Dcci::;ion No. 41909' (App1i

c,"'.tion No., 29525), d:.~·ccd .July 27) 194$. App1ico.nt l"l.O'il operates both 
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systems under the comnon business tit.1e of \']i1son U.:.ter System. or 
the 204 customers presently s~::-vcd, $6 o.re loc~ted in applic:-.nt's 

ori~in~l service territory ~nd tho roo.:.inin: 11$ ~re 10c~ted in the 

i'or!:1cr Souder ~Jctcr COI:lp:,ny service t.erritory. 

Ap)licc.nt's present r:ltes in the o'rizin .. ::l \'lilson ".lo.ter 

System o.re.'l '''ere e~t-.:.blishod by this Commiss ion t:3 Decision No .. 30990 

(A':9lico.tion No. 21900), d.:.ted June 20, 193$, and differ from those 

chc.r:;ed in the forIi1cr Souder ~,·o.ter Com:"l,:',ny o.rec., the lc.tter hc.vinS 

beer. cst~.blished by this COllu'llission t s Decision No .40C16 (l\~"lic.:ltion 

No. 28592), do.ted October 10, 1947. The rates in the ori.:;in:.l ~'Jilson 

o.re<: comprise both flo.t end metor schedules, :-.ltho\.\.:;h tho mot.or r~tcs 

never h~ve l)een used. The i'l:.t r<'.tC::l ,l"ovide for :. ch.:.r:;o of. ,:,2.50 

per month for co.ch lot 60 feet ~'fide or less durin:; the six months 

:\pri1 to Septet1bcr, inclusi vo) c.nd :~l. 50 pel" r.:.ol'lth for the remo.ining 

six months of the year. The meter rc.tos provide r.lonthly minimum 

ch~.rses v:.ryin.:; from :)1.50 for 0. 5/S x 3/4-inch meter up to :)5 for a 

lQ-inch meter. These minimum cho.rges entitle tho customer to tho 

volume of' Wolter \·rhich such cho.rzo 'I,'lill purch:.sc ~t qu~nti ty rates of: 

"First 500 cubic feet or less • • .::jl.~O, ir ;iNoxt500 cubic feet) per 

100 cubic fect •.•.• ~;iO. 20, ,1 o.nd jiAll over 1,000 cubic feet) :per 100 

cubiC feet .'. '''·0 10 1/ • Ii)· • 
The ro.tos presently ch~,r:ed in the Souder 

o.reo. 1ikei'riso.:l consist of ~oth fl:.t .;,nc. metor .:; chcdi.l.l~:3, althou[;h' flat 

· ..... t~s h .... v • '"'~ \.J I,oN tw 
'rhe fl:.t r.:',t0s provid..;; :. schedule 

..;f ch:.rgi,,;s s:?::.cifyinZ :. bc.sic :;,2 ),'';;:1'" ~onth for c. ~in~lc;: :f'.:'.t.'lily , 

d\'."~llinG, includin:-; th.,,: irri$~tion of 2,500 sC1un.ro foot of 0c.rden, 

to:;cth.:.r i'ri th vr.rious oth;,..l' cho.rgi,;s for houe..; tr;;~il..:rs c.nd tents 

\';ithout irri::.tion ($1)) .:'.ddition~l housos or Cpo.rtnic;nts throu~h 

0. sinc,le service (::il)) for =.dditior:.;,l rooms ':lithout, plun1bins, i'Then 

occul,?icd DO.50), for \·r:.t..:!' cool~rs) '\'lith circulc.tin,9; syst~l'!'l 

((~0.25) o.nd i'lithout circulo.tin::; systO:1' (,:~0.50), .:.nd .for ~xccss 
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in the Souder c.rea. ~'rovid,., tl':." ':2.r::,;,: r.:ir..i::urn chr.r:cs ;;'\G t.ho:;e cl:~::'>lica ... 

ole in th~ ori~;i:r!t.l • .. ·!i130r~ o.r~c., e~:cc,t thr.t :~S per month is specified 

for a t\;!o-inch nlctJr) 1'; idch size iz not covered in tho ori~in~.l ~Jil:3on 

aX'o~ metel" rate!. Thi.: qu::.nti ty ro.tcs ~r0 :,1Fi:r=:::t 500 cuoic feet or 

1ezs • • • ::~l. 50) ii i:Next 500 cu~ic feet, pc r lOU cubic foot • • • 

:;0.:;5,\; iiNoxt 2,000 cubic feet, per 10e cubic .f~<.:t ••• ·:~O:.20)~: 

';rJGxt ),000 cubic foot, :')or 100 cubic feot ••• ~?O.15)'; );Ov~r 6,000 

CUJic .fect, ?or lOG cubic foet ••• ,)0.10. 01 

Ap~)licont di.:!::irc:3 to filo ro.tc~ for 'chc' ol"i&,:inc.1 ~!il::;on 

area idcntico.1 ~':ith t.hose ~dhich c.:rc.; presIJnt1y in 0i'foct in the .'3oudcr 

ar~a, thereby m.:'kin~ ·cr.J st.l':'IC r .. \tesc:f'f'cctivc throu."";heut h~r entire 

present system c.nd incrcu:Jin,,; !'I;.:VCl"l.UC$ ~ 

ex,cnsc for thi) ycr:.r 194$) bot1:.L under' ~rl,,;::;cnt ro.to~ o.n<l uncleI' the 

rcvcr~uc of';490 which yielded 2.4i5 on the .f'ixod cc.pi tt.'.l of' ~;:20, 500. 

UndOl" th(: rc.to: request.od, reverl1..\C~ \':oro cctiru.:'.tod i.lt:~5, 620, o;:penscs 

at ::~4)5l0, o.ncl nat o,cro.t:i.r. I
,.: rcv~nU0 ~.t ')1,110) eivin3 a return of 

5.4~ on the SJJ'I~O fl.."C.:..d c~pit:'~l. The st"'!! pro:">osod :: .. schedule of 

~·.'ould $i vc !'cco~;ni tion to tho diffcl"Oli.CC in l~r~tcr ro quir::;:n~ritz beti'iccn 

hOMOS i'iith ,"'.r..<.l tho~c ~·Tithout. ir.sido I'Ul'minc i·l~~tcr. Thi::; latter 

schedule i·f.::-.=::: estimuted to Give r~v\:':nuos of ::;5,425, and expenses of 

.. ~!. '60 ,i:'or tho '1),C~'''' 10 ,1,(.0 l'"'''v·ir.'''' ~ ",r··t o"V'r ~.~r.'" r"v"nuc· o~ '·'965 : ~* I '* J. .; '-.... , ...... I.J, ... 1.... .. ,., '.. ~ .. ~ .. .I....,. W_.(.:.l \..: ~ .,1,. "A) I 

or 0. ret.urn of 4.7~ on thr,: fi:l:cd c".~itr.l of ::;20,500 .• 

The ~tarf rccorn,;lvndec\ tht'.t rueter:: be inst~11ed for appli-

c:'nt's con"Ucrci?l custor-or:: boc."'uoo of the:ir ·.ridcly vC',ryins v,.::..ter 

USC.50. It i-r.;.,~ indic.! ted 'cht t meters \<!ou1d not be .pr::1.c'l:,ic~blo for 
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domectic customers becD-use wall 1'.r:.ter in thc.t· i.'.rco. ·.!as cho.r.lctorized 

by fine s.:.nd which> .:;lthouSh it ,·rc.s not other",'liso p.:.rticul~.rly objoc

tionc.blc 1 do.t1~ecd meters. The cost of providin:~ s.:.nd tr.:.:)s for tho 

entire output ,.,ould be out of proportion to the benefits thc.t ",ould 

be derived from rnctcrinz ~.ll consumers. The meters susgested for 

comr.erci~l customers should '00 provided 1lfith indi vidu:'.l s e.nd tr:-.ps, 

but thero would be only 0. fei., such meters, ~nd tho investment required 

,.,ould not bo erect. Tho st.:.ff estim~.tos did not includo c.ny sli$ht 

.:'.ddi ti on.:. 1 revenue which would c.ris Cl from ,~.~,lyin~ r.letcr rc.tcs to 

.:.pplico.nt's commcrci~l customers. 

Applicont did not offer :.ny objections to thQ stc.ff's csti

mo.tes) but indic~ted th.:-.t in hor opinion the rates prOl)Oscd by the 

stc.ff would complic0.te her billin:; procedures) i'lould nccoosi to.te peri-. 

odic inspection of prer.lises to c'scert.:'.in whether or not 'i.:.tcr Wo.s be':' 

in; piped inside houses) ~.nd .:.lthouZh cquit~blc to customors, such 

ro.tes 1-Tould not justify the cxtro. difficulties their o.dministrntion . 
,,",ould e nto.il. 

Undoubtedly the stnff's flc.t ro.te proposo.l would ent~il 

o.ddition.:.l effort on the pr.rt of ~pplico.nt, but it is concluded th.:.t 

the public benefit th:.t 't:ould c.risa justifies the diffcrenti:.tion pro

vided for in such ro.tes. The Order will provide for tho fl~t rates 

proposed by the Commission's sto.ff. The resultinS return of 4. 7)~ is 
I 

not considered unre.:'sono.ble c.nd "dll be onh~.nced in the future to tho 

,,;xtent th~.t comt.lcrcic.l customorc ere provided "lith meters ~nd billed 

.,n tho meter schedule. The comr.:.;;rcic.l nletor rc..tcs to 'be cstc..'blished 

::.rc judged to be just <lnd rcc.~ono:\ble in compurison with the domestic 

.i.':!.:lt rz.tcs. 

A:?plico.tion o.s o.bovo ho.ving boen filed ,·lith the Public 

·;· .. ilities Commission of the Stc.tc of Cc.liforni:' 1 ::. !:>u'blic hco.ring 
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h.:l.vin:; been held thereon, the m.:.~tcr h<~vin~ been duly subI':littcd, end 

the Comrdssion no\'; bi::inz fully o.dviscd in the premises, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS tI. FACT th~,t the r.:to3 no\,! ch:-.rgcd by 

Juli.:\ E. ~lilson, in so l'~rc as they dii"fer frotl the rC'.tes l~Clrcin ostc.b .. 

lishod, o.re unjust :::.nd l.mrco.sonable; thct, the r~tcs hcr~in established 

~rc juzt ~nd ro~~on.:l.blc r~tcs to be eh'~$ed for tho service to be ren .. 

dOl"'Jd, that the incre':,se in r:..tcs authorized by this dcci~ion is hero': 

by found to be justified; ~nd) b:.si~ its Order u:,on thi: forosoing 

i",indinss of f \lC'C :,\nd u~:>on furthor st.:'.tOr:lcnts of f\lct cont.:.incd in the 

O~ini~n "'hich precedes this Order, 

'IT IS HEREBY ORDE:lED th~t Julia E. Uilson, be c.nd she. is 

llcreby authorized c.nd directed to file in qu:,druplicClto with this 

Commission, in coni'ormity ·~,l'ith tho Cornr.lission' s Gencr~l Order No. 96, 

-;lithin thirty (30) d~ys from the effective dc:cc of this Order, tho 

3chedulc of rates sho\'rn in Exhibit A ~,~)endcdJ such rates to become 

effectivo on ~nd after the first doy of November, 194·S. 

IT IS H::.--n'EBY FURTHZR ORDES,ZD A.S FOLLO~;.3: 

That Julio. :::. ~lilt:cn, \v'i thin thirty (30) dc.ys from tho effec
tive d~te of this Order, sh~ll fil~ with this Comuission four 
copios of c. suitable mo.p or sketch, drawn to pn indiC::J.tcd sc~.lc 
u:')on a shoot S~ x 11 inches in size; delinco.ting thorou~:>on in 
distinctivo mo.rkings the bound~rios of h¢r proscnt servico arco. 
\lnd the locc;cion thereof with reference to the immcdi~tc sur
roundinz torritory; providod, hO;'levor, th~.t such filing shall 
not be construed ~s ~ fin:tl or conclusive dotermination or estab.
lishment of the dedicated Coree. of'service or any portion th~reof. 

The effective d~te of this Ordor sh<lll be t~,rcnty (20) dc.ys 

from ~nd after the d~tc hereof. 

Dated c.t San Fr~ncisco, Cc.li:f'orni~., thisM>~dD.Y of 

_0/ ___ St4~~A"Y2.;,giIow;;tw~ ____ , 1945. , 

Commission~rs. 



EXHIBIT A 

Schedule No. 2 

C()kllffiRCIAL METERED SERVICE 

APPLICABILITY 

Applicable to all oommercial water ~erviee. 

TERRITORY 

'Blocks ifF" and "0." at. t.he sout.herly. end, of' thi"\ unincorporated town or. , 
Earlimart, Tulare County, and Tracts No~. 35, 58, and 120 adjacent thereto. 

RATES -
Quantity Char~e: 

Per Meter 
Per Month 

First 600 cu:ft~'or les, ••••• _ ••••• : $ 2:00 
Next ~900 cu.!t.; ~r 100 cu. ttl • • • • • •• .25 
Next 1;500 cu.ft.; pcr 100 cu. ft. • • • • • •• .20 
Next :3;000 cu.rt,.~ per 100 cu. ft. • • • • • •• .15 
Over 6,000 eu.ft., pcr 100 cu. ft. • • • • • •• .10 

Minimum Charge 1 

For S/8 x :3!4-inch m~tp.r: • • • • • • • • • • •• 
For 3/~1n~h meter. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
For l-inch meter. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
For l,-inch mf;)t()r. • • • •• • • • • • • • 
For 2-inch metAr. • • • • • • • 

, . 
The Min1mwn Charge will ent1tl~ thp. eon~um~r 
to the 'quantity of wator which that month~ 
minimum charge will purcha~c at the ~uantit1 
Rates. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

2:00 
2.25 
3.50 
6.00 

10.00 

If 8" commercial user eonsistently UMs le~s than the amount included . 
in the'minimum charge, the utiUty may remove the meter and charge the user' 
said m1n1mum cbarge each month. 

Exhibit A 
Page 2 
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EXHIBIT A 

Schedule No. 1 

DOMESTIC FLAT RATE SERVICE 

• 

APPLICABILITY 

Applicable to all domestic w8,ter service 

TERRITORY 

Blocks "F" and "G" at the 30utherl,r end' ottho unincorporated town of 
Earlimart, Tulare County, and Tracts Nos. 35, ;8, and 120 adjaeent thereto. 

RATES -
For e~le fami~ dwelling,. 'with' pluiub'irig; and,including 
2,500 s~uare teet ot gard~n • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $ 2.00 

For single fam1l1 dwelling, without plUmbing, and . 
including 2,500 square fp.p.t of garden. • • • • • .. • • • •• 1~75 

For s1riPlo temoorary dwelli~.' hou'se' trailer' or tcnt~ 
inclu.ding nO,irrigation ., ••• ' •••••• ,. • • .. • • • •• 1.00 

Foreaeh add1tionai dwelling. with'plumbing, when 
.. 

served throuSh a single serv:1ee • • ,OO .. • • • ., • • • • • • • 1.00 

For each additionai dwelling. without plUmbirig~ when' 
served through a single service • .' .., • • • • • • • • • •• .75 

For each additional tcmDor~ry dwelling, house traiicr 
or tent, when 13 ,crved through single se~ice • • • • • • • .. ... ..75 

For ea.ch non-circulating v.a tor cooler, during months us,ed., •.• ' 

For oach circulating water cooler, during months u~ed •••• 
... 

.50 

.25 
.~ , 

For / area irrigated, not included in above rates, during the 
months ot May to October, inclusive, per 100 square reet • •• .06 

Exhibit! 
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