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ORICINAL

BZFORE THT PUBLIC UTILITINS CC1.IS3ICN CF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

TN THE MATTIR OF THL APPLICATION

OF JULTA B. JILJON, DOING BUSINESS o

LS WILSON VATER 3YSTIM, FOR Application No. 29147
SUTHORITY TC INCIEASE RATES.

Julia E. Wilson, ap»lictnt, for herself.

Julia E. Wilson, doing business as Wilson Water System, owns
and operates a public utility water system distributing ond selling
water in and about the unincorvorated town of Earlimart, Tulare County.

In this applicrtion che requests cuthorization from this Coraission to

f116 & achedule of ncreased cnopres fom 2 sansisn of ner system. The
apnlication alleges thit presont ravtes aro inadoguate ana de not pro-
vide a faoir and just return on amplicant's invcstmcnﬁi

L pudblic hearing was held on this matter in Zarlimart before
Examiner Ros5Se

Apnlicant's water system compriscs two wells with pumps, two
sressure tanks wish a combined capacity of 3,700 gallons, and approxi-
mately 7,300 feet of nmoins running in size from onc to fowr inches in
diameter. This system serves 204 domestic and commercial customers on
a flat rate basis. Apnlicont's present system comprises focilities
which she ori~inclly installed in 1927 and operated as Wilson Water
System, torether with focilitics installed in 1946 by G. O. Souder, do-
ing busincss os Souder “ater Comnony, as weil a5 facilitics installed
subscquently. Applicant recontly acquired the Souder Water Company

properties, pursucnt %o this Commizsion's Decision No. L1909 (Appli-

ention No.. 29525), doted July 27, 1948. Applicant now operates both
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systems under the common business title of Wilson Vater System. Of
the 204 customers prescently served, 86 are lococted in applicant's
ricinal service territory &nd the remalning 118 are located in the
mer Souder Water Conmpony scervice teorritory.
Apnplicant's present rates in the originnl Wilson ater

vstom arca were established by thils Commis siont's Decision No. 30990 -
(Asmlication No. 21900), dated June 20, 1938, and differ from those
charged in the former Souder Vater Compony ared, the latter havingh
beoer cstoblished by this Commission's Decision No.-;OSlG (Annlication
No. 28592), dated Cetober 10, 1947. The rates in the orizincl Vilson
arca comprisc both flat ond meter schedules, although the mcfcr rates
never have heen used. The flot rates mrovide for & charge of 52450
por month for cach lot 60 fcet wide or less durinsg the six monxhs.
April to Scytember, inclusive, ond "1.50 ver month for the remaining
six months of the year. The metor rates provide nonthly minimum
charges vorying from $1.50 for a 5/8 X 3/L-inch meter up to 55 for a
ly-inch moter. These minimum cnarwcs cntitle the customer £o the
volume of water which such charge will purchase at quantity rates of
"First 500 cubic fect or 16Ss o « fl 50, “Next 500 cublce feet, per
100 cubic £oot +.. o 40.20,7 and “all over 1,000 cubic feet, oor 100
cubic foot o . o $0.10.7 The rates prosontly charged in the Souder
ared likewise consist of both flot ond meter schedules, althO“"h flat
~ntos have boon used cxelusively. The flot rotes provide & schedule
of charges s»yccifying & baéic "2 wor month for & single family
dwelling, includins the irrigation of 2,500 squarc feet of sorden,

tomethor with vorious other chargus for housy trailers and tonts

without irrisation ($1), additional houses or apartments through
)

2 single scrvice (1), for additionzl rooms without plumbing, vhen
occupicd (0.50), for wotur coolurs, with circulating systonm

(50.25) and without circulating system (50.50), and for cxcess
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irrigated arca (0.06 »mer 100 sauarc feet). The present meter rates.
in the Souder arcéa srovide tite gsame minimum chorges ws those apnlica-
ble in the orisinal Wilson arca, oxeent that 8 por wmonth is specified
for a two-inch meotor, widch size is not covered in the oririnsl Tilson
area meter rate. The quentity rates are: “First 500 cubic fect or
o o o wL1.50,% FNext 560 cubic feet, peor 100 cubdic foot o o o
50.25,% fNext 2,000 cubic foot, per 100 cubic Tt o v b 020,50
“Next 2,000 cubic feat, mer 100U cubic fcet o « o w0.15,% WOver 6,000
cudic feet, per 10C cubic feet « o o 50.10.” .
Apolicant desircs to £ile rates for the originel ilson
arca identical with those which are presently in effcct in the Souder
area, theredy mrking the same rates offcetive throushout her entire
prosent systom and inereasine rovenues:
The Commission's stall prosented estimrtes of rovenue and
expense for the yeor 1948, both under wnrosent rates and under th
rates roquested.  Under wreseat rases, revenues for thy year irere
cotimoted at 54,850 with expenscs at 4,360, leaving a net operating
revenue of 490 which yiclded 2.47 on the fixed copital of 420,500,
Under the rates requestod, reverucs were cotimnted at 5,620, oxpenses
t 54,510, and net oncratvins revenue ot 51,110, giving a return of
5.4 on the same fixed capital. The staff pronosed o schedule of
flot rates annlicable to apnlicant's entire service tereitery which
would sive rocosnition to the ailferonce in water roquir-m;nta between
homes with ond those without inside running water, This latser
schedule was estimated to give revenues of 55,425, and expenses of
B4, 460 for the year 1048, loovinn A net oper ting rovenue of 9065,
or a roturn of 4.7% on the fixnced canital of 420,500,
The stalf rccomuanded that meters be installed for appli-
crnt's commerciel customors bacruse of their idely vorying water

wsage. It was indicated thet meters would not be practicable for
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domestic customers because well water in that ~rca was charactorized.

by finc sand which, although it was not otherwise particularly objec-

tionable, damased meters. The cost of providing sand traps for the
entire output would be out of proportion to the benefits that would

be derived from metering o ll consumers. The meters suggcstod‘for.
comrercial customers should be provided with individucl sand traps,
but there would be only a fow such meters, and the investment required
would not be grect. The staff cstimotes did not include any slight
acditional rovenue which would arisc from ~polying meter rates o
applicant's commdrcial cuUSLOmerS .

Applicont did not offer any objections to the stoff's esti-
mates, but indicated thot in her opinion the rates prowoscd by the
staff would complicate her billing procedurcs, would necessitate peri-.
odic inspection of premises to cscertain whother or not woter was be-
ing piped inside houses, and although cquitable to customers, such
rotes would not justify the extra difficultics their administration
would ontail,

Undoubtedly the staff's flat rate proposal would entoil
additional cffort on the part of cpplicant, but it is concluded that
the public benefit thot would corisc justifies the differentiction pro-
vided for in such rates. The Order will »rovide for the flat rates
proposcd by the Commission's staff. The rosulting roturn of 4.7% is
net considercd unrcosonable and will be onhonced in the fu%urc to the

axtent thot commercicl customers arc provided with meters and billed

on the meter schedule. The commercicl moter rates to be established
are judged to be just and reasonable in comparison with the domestic

Tlat rates.
ORDER

Anplication as above having been filed with the Public

soilitics Commission of the State of Coliformic, & public hearing
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havins been hcl& thercon, the motter havin~ been duly submitted, and
the Comuission now being fully advised in the premiscs,

IT IS HZREBY FOUND AS » FACT that the rotes now chrrged by
Julin E. Wilson, in so fur as thcy differ from the roates hercin cstab-
lished, arc unjust and unrcasonable; that the rates herein established
are just and reasonable rates to be charged for the service to be ren-
derod, that the inercasce in rates authorized by this decision is here-
by found to be justifiocd; and, basing its Order wron the foregoing
Tindings of fact snd upon furthor statements of fact contained in the
Opinlon which precedes this Order,

IT IS HERZBY CRDERED thot Julia E. Wilson, be and she is
acrcby authorized and directed to file in quadruplicate with this
Commission, in conformity +rith the Commission's General Order No. 96,
within thirty (30) doys from the offective date of this Order, the
schedule of rates shown in Exhibit A apvended, such rates to become
ceffective on and after the £ irst day of Novembor, 1948,

IT IS EIRIBY FURTHZR ORDERED a3 FULLOVS:

That Julia I. Vilgen, within thirty (30) days from the cffcc-
tive date of this Order, shnll filc with this Comnission four
copies of & suitable map or sketch, drawn to on indicated scale
upon a sheat &% x 1l inches in size¢ delincating therewpon in
distinetive markings the boundarics of her Present scrvice area
and the location thorcof with rofercnee to the immcdiate sur-
rounding torritory; provided, however, thet such filing shall
not be construed &s & £indal or conclusive devermination or cstab-
lishment of the dedicated area of service or any portion thercof,
| The effective date of this Ordor shall be twenty (20) days
from and after the date hercoef,
Dated ot San Francisco, California, thingZ‘”Aday of

| r%/’?‘fml-w » 1948,

’

— “~"  Commiscsionors.




EXHIBIT A

Schedule No; 2
COMMERCIAL METERED SERVICE

APPLICABILITY

Applicable to all eommercial water service.
TERRITORY

. ‘Bloecks "F' and "G" at the southerly end of the ﬁnincorporated town of,
Earlimart, Tulare County, and Tracts Nos. 35, 58, and 120 adjacent thereto.

RATES Per Meter

Quantity Charge: Per Month -
Pirst 600 cu.ft.'or less. . o« o o . 32,00
Next <900 cu.ft.; per 100 cu. ft. o25
Next 13500 cu.ft.; per 100 cu. ft. «20
Next 33000 cu.ft.; per 100 cu. ft. W15
Over 6,000 cu,ft., per 100 cu. ft, .10

Mindimum Charget

For 5/8 x 3/4=inch meter, 2,00

For 3/L-ineh meter, . 2.25

Fer l-inch meter, 3.50

For li-inch meter. ‘ . 6,00

Tor 2-inch meter, 10.00
The Minimum Charge will entitle the consumer
t0 the quantity of water which that monthly
adnimum charge will purchase at the Quantity
Rates. '

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

If a commercial user consistentiy uses less than the amount inélﬁded -
in the minimum charge, the utility may roemove the meter and charge the user
sald minimum charge each menth,




EXHIBIT A

Schedule Noo 1
DOMESTIC FLAT RATE SERVICE

APPLICABILITY

Applicable to all domestic water service
TERRITORY

" Blocks "F" and "G" at the southerly end of the ﬁnincorporated town of
Earlimart, Tulare County, and Tracts Nos, 35, 58, and 120 adjacent thereto,

RATES _
For single family dwelling, with plumbing, and.including
2,500 square feet of garden e

For single family dwelling, without plumbing, and
including 2,500 square feet of garden « o ¢ & ¢ o 4 .

For sinelo temoorary dwellinsz, house traller or tent,
including no drrfgatlon . . . v o ¢ o R

For cach additional dwelling. with plumbing, whem
served through a single service o+ v v v 0o v v o v o

For cach additional dwelling, without plumbing, when'
served through a single service o « v v v v o v 0 o
or tent, 1~hen.qc;ved through single sepvice “ e e 4 b s s
For each non-circulating water cooler, during months used...
For cach circulating water cooler, during months used . . .

For -area irrigated, not included in above rates, during the
months of May to October, inclusive, per 100 square feet , . o




