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Dactston No. _ 22080 @ RU @ ﬂ NAH_ -

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of the CITY )
07 MODESTO, & Municipal Corporation, for an )
order authorizing the construction of a pud~ ) Application Ne. 29316
1ic read, highway, or street across railread )
s»racks of the Southern Pacific Railread Company.)

P. W. HALEY, City Attorney, and WILLIAM S, TANNER, City
Engineer, for the City of Modesto, Applicant. ‘

R. S MYERS, for Southern Pacific Company, Protestant.

QRIXIQX

The City of Modesto in the above~numbered application requests authority
to open "D" Street at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific Company in sald
city.

A public hearing was hold in this matter in Modesto on Septembder 8, 19%8;
at which time the matter was submitted.

Tne main Valley line of Southern Pacific Company runs in & general northe.
wost and southeast direction through the city of Modesto, The street éysted 1n‘the
vicinity of the railroad is comstructed parellel to and at right angles to the rail-

road, For the purpose of this discussion we will consider the railroad running ia

a nerth and south directicn. ngﬁ §£reaé, thdh 1[ ls thpgﬁ§§'79 ?Pen across the

railroad, is near the southerly limits of the city. The lettered atroets of the
City run alphavetically from the south, and the numbered streets rTun numericalli.
Doginning in the west. One of tho main rorth and south streets is 9th Street, lo-
cated east of and adjacent to the railroad right of way. The main ocast and wost
street is "IV Stroet, at right anglos to the railroad right of way and aﬁproxi;
mately 4n the center of tho city.

At tho present time the following streets are open at grade across the

tracks of the railrond.
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rogoins Ne, Namo of Stroot Protcetion:

3-112.3 Areh Stroet » J wigwag signals
B=112.7 "L" Street No. 3 wigwag signals
B-112.8 "N Streot 3 wigwag signols
3-113.0 "IM Stroot 3 wigwag signals
3-113.1 "E" Stroct 3 wigwog signal
3=113.2 "GT Stroot 3 wigwag signals
--- D" Stroct (Proposed Crossing)
B-113.6 "3" Strect 2 No. 3 wigwag signals
B=114,0-3B River Road Undorgrado Crossing

At tho peint of preposed crossing, seven tracks will de involved, con-
sisting of enc main lino track and six spurs and sidings., Immecdiately wost of the
tracks is a long fruit-loading shod, about 110 foot of which would have to be re-
moved te accommodate tho streot, Tho entire street systom ond location of railrosd
tracks is shewn on Exhibvit No. 8.

Applicant cozmtends that the existing crossings arc ofton blocked by long
railrond tralas, and vehiclos must walt for considorabdle longths of time'for tho
crossings e clear. Due te this blecking of cressings, applicant sots forth the
fellowing reasens why "D' Strect should be opened.

1. To kave an additional opeaing for traffic when any or all
of the cxisting ercssings are dlocked by trains.

2. To facilitato the movement of fire and police departmonts’
' equipment arxd ambulances.

To facilitato the movement of through traffic east and
west across the San Joaguin Valley from Zmpire on tho
east tc points on the west. ‘
To relleve congestion of traffic hetween Modeste and the
Ciows Landing district to the west of tho railroad and
tho business district of Modesto.
Southern Paclfic Company opposcs tho granting of the application, con-

tending that thore are sufficicnt.crcséings already in Modesto to talke carc of the

traffic betwoon both sides of tho city, and that the ¢ressing, as proposcd, would

be hazardous and would interfere materially with thoir switehing movements. Testi- .

mony was produced to show the ameunt of rail traffic ovor the proposed crossing,
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all of which 1s set forth in the following tabdle.

TRAIN MOVEMENTS
EAST
Passenger L4

Froight 9
Total 1

Passongexr
Freight
Total 13

SWITCHING MOVEMENTS
Sept. 3, 1948 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 29

Sept. &, 1948 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 18

It was the opinion of the partios that the crossing, if opened, should de
provided with automatic protection. Southern Pacific Compényvpresented a plan and
cost estimate of automatic protection which would eliminate unnecessary operation -
of signal dovices, This signal system would consist of four No. 8 flaahing light
signale (G. 0. Yo, 75-3), with time eloment and direetional eirevits which would
provide for the stopping of operation of the signal when’a train approaches and
stops but does not proceed over the crossing. It was ostimated that the totalycost
of cohstructing the crossing over the tracks and providing the sutomatic protection
would be in excess of $39,000.

Southern Pacific Company producod tostimony te show that 1t Ls possible
for the creoss-valley traffic from Empire on the east Yo points in the western part
of the valley to by-pass along tho soutkerly side of the éity and cross under tbe
tracks of Southern Pacific Company in tho vicinity of Tuolumnc River. Before this
route could become accossidle, hewever, the streets through the cit& weuld have to

\
be materially improved.
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Southern Pacific Company alse schowed that, with few exceptions, whon a
train stops at Modesto some of tho exlstlng crossings are open. In & southbound
direction the engines of all passenger trains stop Juét clear of "I" Street, and
in o northhound direction the engines step Just clear of "K" Street, thus leaving
certadn crossings open; furthermore, most of thelr long fre{ght traing do not stop

at MNodesto unless it is necessary to got orders or take water. In the event trains

are neld for a considerable time thoy cut the crossings so that vehicles might pass.

Tre record in tals procecding shows that Modesto is now provided with
cight crossings over tracks of Southern Pacific Company, sevon of which have auto-
matic signal protection. Rhe eighth crossing is at separatod grades. It would
appoar that the relief gained by the oponing of "DT Streot would be minor and in
addition would resuvlt in a moro aazardous crossing than any of the oxisting ones.
The berefits that might be gnined by opening "D Street would by no means dbe com-
measurate with the cost of approximately $39,000. ]

There appears t¢ be some merit to the suggestion of a detour route under
the tracks of Seuthern Pacific Company at the south end of the city which could bé
developed for cross~valley traffic to avold the businoss section of the city.

Afver giving thils matter due consideration we conclude that public con~
venienee, nccessity, and hazard de net Justify tho oponing cf D" Stroet acress tho

tracks ¢f Southera Pacific Company; thorefore the application will be denicd.

QRLE
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A public hearing having been held in the above~numbered application and

the mattor having boon submittod;
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IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Application No, 29316 is horeby dended.

The offectlivo date of this order shall be twenty days from thoe date

heroof.

—

bated at __daie M. California, tois _JF —
day of ‘/%46%_40,4&, » 1548,

Commisgloners -




