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THE STATE OF CAJoJ' . " BEFORE TIm PUBLIC UTILITIES COf.1IaSSION OF 

In the matter ot the application of ) 
the City of Arcadia, a municipal ) 
corporation, for ~n order authoriz- ) 
ing the construction at grade of ) Application No. 28747 
Golden west Avenue a.cross the right 
ot way and property of Pacific Elec-
tric Railway Company~ A corporation 
and tc effect the extension of Golden 
west Avenue.' 

In tho ma.tter cf the a.pplication of 
tho City of Arcadia, a municipal 
corporation, for an order o.uthoriz- . 
1ng tho con~truction at grade ot 
Sunsot Boulevard across the right 
of way and proporty of Pacific Elec­
tric Railway Co:rn.pany, a. corpor$.tion~ 
and to effect the extension of sunset 
Boulevard. 

Applico.tion No. 2.8748 

~llE&R~~£'~.§ 

T. Guy cornyn for applicant, and C. Wo. Cornell for 
pacific Electric Railway Company. 

O!I N 1.9.! 
In tne above-n~~b0rcd applications, filed by the City of 

Arcadia, authority is sought to construct two stroot cressings at 

grade over tb.e Monrovia-Glendora Line of' pacific Electric Railway 

COr.'lpany. A publiC bearing in theso matters Wo.s held before Exwniner , ' 

Age;!' at Los Angelos on Soptc!llber J.4, 1948, 'U t which time they woro 

duly submitted. and are now ready for decision. It was stipulo.tcd 'by 

the p~rties that the matters could bv consolido.tod both for the pur-, 

pose of rocoiving evidenco and for decision. 

The record shows that in tho area. immedia.tely adjacent to tho 

intersection of Sunset Boulovard o.nd Huntington Drivo extensive. 

dovolopmont io to.king place, and thc.t thvro have boo.n complotod a.nd' 

aro now in operation a'n\lmbcr of business osto.blish':lont3. It is tho 

CitY'3 contention that tho eros,sing at Sunset Boulovo.rd as proposed, 
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is necessary in order that potential patrons or this center may avail 

themselves of the fac1lities offered with a m1nimu.'"l1. of effort. 

The record also shews that Sunset Boulevard will eventually 

';onnect with California Street to tho north and west, :and that 

~alif'ornia Street extends entirely acroos the SCu.t·~lern, portion of the 

; 1. ty or pa~adena. . Sunset Bou1cvar,d also extends south of Huntington 

')rive through county terr1tory and into the Temple City area. Under 

,resent dny condit10ns it is not possiblo to travel from Pasadena via 

,:o.li!'ornia Street and Sunc.ot Boulevard to Temple C1ty beca:(,1se during 

tho 1958 flood a bridge acrces the EOoton -.;ash was des'troyed, a.nd also' 

~ccausothcre is no crossing over the Pacific Electric tracks at , 

Sunset Boulovo.rd. A w1tncs:;'tostifiecl. that the 1948-1949 budget of 

Los Angeles County includes an 1 tom for th::;1 rebuilding or this bridge" 

Ilnd thercforG, if affir:no.tivc nction is tOokon by the Commission on' 

the City's proposal to open Sunsot Boulovare, a through thoroughfare 

~s: outlinod ~bCJve will be the rozul t. 

Pacific Electr1c Ro.ilwo.y Compo.ny hn,s cJCp'rcssed i tselt as' not 

~cing opposed to the opening of tho new cros~ing,at Sunset Boulevard, 

provided an oxisting crossing o.t Michillindo. Avenuo (Crossing No. 

oB-l;.54) be closod,. and further pruvidcd that App11cationNo.28747 

of the City or Arco.dio. to ccnstruct Goldon West Avenue across these 

S!lmc tracks b0 dismissod. This c,xpr.:;;ssion is in direct consonance, 

with 0. X'cport 0,)'£ the Los Angelo: county Grade Crossing'Comm1tt&e , 

.:) t d ~ b "'0 1048 ' hi h . 11' d ti l'n""dL'.'. (1) .... 0. e J:' e ruury G;, ;; I In w C s ll'n ur l.~e c ommen 0. ' on WD.$ .... '" 

The City of A:::'co.dio. indicated' tho.t 1't had no desire to pross its 

~pp1ico.tion for the opening of tho cl~cssing 0.1. Golden \'icst Avenue 

:ind o.lso indico.ted 0. willingness tho.t the existing crossing at, 

!,1ichillindo. Avenue be closed. Vlitncsses tcstifi~d that M1chil1inda 

t\.venuc is 0.14 101100 west of the side of the;; proposed eros'sing o.t 

It WOoS st1pulo.ted by the po.rtiIJs in intorest thQ.t thisrep,ort 
(P.E. No. 409) would be m::\.de 0. po.rt of th.e rocord. in, these 
proceodings by ro!'erenc~. 
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Sunsot Boulovo.rd, that it is a. rough and hizo.rdous crossing, o.nd that 

there will be no noed for its continued existence if a.nd when Sur!set 

Boulev~:rd i~ opened to public use o.nd travel,. 

It developed, howover, that the east line of 111chillindo. 

Avenue is the boundary line bc1;wccn the City of Arcadia. and :tho county' 

of Los Angoles, and that thorc!~orc tho entire crossing. of Mi.chillindo. 

Avenue is in County territory. Although noticoscf tho hoo.ring Vlero 

sont to the Los Angoles County Boo.rd of Supervisors as well a.s te. tho 

Lee Angeles County Road Commissioner, no o.,pcaro.ncos were entered for 

oither e,f thece two parties. 

There o.ppears to be ne question 0.5 to tho nocessity for 0. 

.zrcso1ng at Sunset Bculovo.rd and the problem thereforo boc":'nlOS Do 

matter of the proper o.llocCl.tion Qf. costs. The city engineer of 

Arco.d1a testified that astima.tos prepared in his office indicatod 

tho prcposod improvement up to lines two feot outSide ot tho' outSide 

rails wculd involvo tho expendituro ot ~~7 ,500. A Witness for 

2c.cific Electric R3.ilwo.y Compc.ny oubmi ttod ~ ol3timo.to(E,mibi t No.1). 

shewing tho cost of work botween lines two feet cuts ide the' outside 

rails, including tho instnll,'ltion of t,,'/( .. Stllndo.rd No. 8 flo.shine 
light signo.ls, to be ~S7 .. 480, or 0. t;:;tc..l cost cf o.pproximo.toly ;~15 ~OOO.· 

Tho Po.c.if1c Eloctric ostimo.tc includes o.n it'em of $1,121 tel" mo.tor1o.1 

and ::;;1,529 t~,r labor in tho tr~ck o.reo. o.nd an item ct $;,47; f'ortho 

insto.llo.ti(.)n of tVlC Sto.ndo.rd No. 8 flo.shing light cr~ss1ng ,signo.ls. 

Thio s::.ma witno$o tosti~1cd th!l.tthe rc.11wo.y would derive no 

benefits fr~m tho construction of the new crossing as proposed, o.nd· 

that therefore his company should be assossod no pcrti"n. vt tho ccsts 

oxcopt such a.mcunt o.s is includod in the 1 tom of $;',743 which covers . 

the insto.llo.t1cn of tr:lck circu1 t cuntrr,lltnr the s igno.ls in lieu ct, 

tho trcllol ccnta.ct c(.mtrCll such as is new used :It th(;) Michil11nda 

Avenue cr(';.3sing. The Po.cific Eloctric .ost1m:''l.tc propcscs th:lt grc.;cved 

girder rllil o.nd full troo.tod ticS be insto.llod in the now crc.:Js·1ng 

-;- . 



·: AFA:MY:AP ?4 of 7 • A.28747-48 

c.re~~ o.nd~ a.s hn.s be on st!ltcd proviously~ two modorn signo.ls be in-

stalled in lieu of the single standard No. 3 signa.l it; place at 

Michillindo. Avenue. We 'beliove that theso iterns arc of benefit to 

tho railroad as well as to the city, ~d that somo portion of the 

cests of such improvements should bo borne by the carrier~ Girder 

ro.il and full trOD-ted ties will su.bstantially reduce the costs of' 

.maintono.nce of the cro!Jsing, which costs o.r0 always o.ssessable to the 

ro.1lroo.d. Two s1gno.ls of tho more nodern type sh~uld substantially 

reduco tho hazard of accidont, and, upon this premiso, pacific 

Electric should be required t(.l contribute 0. portion of the cos,t of 

tho signals in addition to pajing tho full costs of the track c1r-

cuit centrol. As to that por~ion of tho costs cstim~t~d by tho city 

enginoer, to be :~7 ,500, covoring construction outsido tho lines two 

feat outsido the outsido rails~ that is strictly an obligation of the 

applicant. 

Elsowhere in this opinion it ho.s been statod that tho construc-

tion of the crossing as propo$od, plus tho rebuilding of tho bridge 

over the Eaton Wash, will provido ~ me~ns for through travel botween 

county tor~itory on tho wost nnd. cvunty territory on. -tho south, cmd. 

it thereforo appears that some of tho benefits ot tho proposed con~ 

structi~n will inuro to t1lC county as woll as to the city ~nd to tho 

Pacific Eloctric Railwuy Company. 

A thorough analysis of the rccord,lco.ds us to tho conclusion 

th~t the construction of Sunset Boulovard at grnde over th0 tr~cks 

of the pacific ElectriC as proposed is in thQ public interest ~nd 

should be authorizod; that the costs or tho proposed improvoment 

should be o.llccat0d in a.ccordance with the following order; a.nd tho.t 

tho ap);l11cation to construct Goldon West Avenue across the pacific 
\ 

Eloctric tra.cks should be dismissed; 
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public hearing having boen held and the Commission being 

tully informed in the premises, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the City of Areadia in the County 

ot Los Angeles, 1s hereby authorized to construct Sunset Boulevard 

at grar1e Ilcruss the tro.cks of Pacific Electric Ra~.lVlo.y Compo.ny a.t the 

location more particulo.rly described in Application NO~ 28748 and as 

sr ... ovln by tho ma.p attached thereto, oubject to the following conditions 

1. The above crossing shall be identified as Crcssing No. 

03-1,.68. 

2. Tho crossing shall be constructed of Il width or not less 

tho.n 56 feet and at an angle of 900, to the railroad, with grados of 

~pproach n~t greater than 10~; it shall be constructed equal or 

superior to the type shown :.is Stando.rd No.2 in the Co:mr.:.ission's 

Ger..eral Order No. 72, protected by two sto.ncio.rd No. 8 crossing 

signals QS specified in Genoral Order No. 75-B, and shall in every 

way be made suitable for the pO-sso.ge thereon of vehicles and other 

read trs.!'i'ic. 

,. The expense.ci' constructing the crossing sho.ll bo borne 

on the folloWing basis: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

All tho.t portion or th0 cost outs:i.de' of lines, 
two teet outside tho outsid~, ra1lsshall .be 
borre by the City cf Arcadia. 

The expense of po.ving in th,a track area, estimo.tod 
to cost $621, and of ~oloco.ting thewo.iting r;tation, 
estim.:lted to cost $625, shall be borne by tho City 
of Arco.dio.. . 

The cost of tho tr~clc work as shown in E~ibit 
No.1 to bo ~~2,761, and the rerr.o.ining costs of 
installing tho tw~~ o.utOr.1llt1c signals- ,(oxclusive 
oi' the cost of providing tro.ck circuit centrel), 
shall be borno en theb:::'s1s cf 50% to tho City' 
of.' Arcadia. o.nd 50% to,.Po.cific Electric Ro.ilwo;y" 
Company.'" 

The entire cost of providing tro.ck.circUiteCi~­
tro!. for the c.utomotic signals sho.llbcb.orne 
by Po.cific Elt)ctr1c Rn11wo.y COl':l.po.ny~ 
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E. The cost or maintenance of tha.t pertion of the 

crossing up to lines two feet· outside tho'outs1de 
rails shall be borne. by the City of A.rcadia •. 

F. The maintenance of t hat portion of the croos:!.ng 
'betwoen lines' two feet outs·id.eo!' t.b.eoutside 
rails shall 'be borne by l?ac1tic Electric Railway 
Company. . 

4. Pr10r to the 'beginning·ot. actual construct1on of the 

crossing herein authorized. the City of Arcadia shAll .t:'11e with this 

Com.'1l1ssion D. oertified copy of an appropria.te ordinanoeor resolution 

duly and rogularly pO-ssed by the Los Angeles County Board (')1' Super­

visors instituting all necessary steps to legally a.'bandon. nnd erte·o~ 

tively close the existing public grade crossing at M1oh111inda Avenue, 

5.dcntified as Cruss1ng No. 6B .. l;.54. upon completion of the crossing 

herein authorized and upon its boing opened to public use and travel,,· . . , 

said Crossing No. 6B-l;.54 shall be legallyo.bandoned and effectively' 

closod to publio use and travel. 

5'. Within thirty do.ys thereafter 'applicant shall notify the 

Ccmmission in writing ot the completion of t h~ installo.tionof said 

crossing a.nd of' its oomplia.nce with the conditions hereof. 

6. The authorization herein grantod sho.ll lapse and become 

void if not exercisod. within one year 1"rom the d.ate he re o:f' unless 

further time is grantod by subsequent order. 

7. The Commission resarves the right to make such turther 

orders relative to the location, construction, opero.tion" ma.intenance 

and protection of said cro~sing o.sto it mAy soem right nnd pr"oper J 

a.nd to revoke its permission 11", in its judgment" public convenienoe' 

and noces:ity demand such aotion. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Application No~ 28747 of 

the C1ty of Arcadia. to construct Golden 'Hest Avenue at grado across, ' 

the r'ight of way of Pacific Eloctric Rail~ay/Compo.nybe, .and it 

hereby is dismissed .• 
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Tho effoctive date of this order shall bo twonty days' 

':ti" 
I.)) Dnted at .san Francisco, ca11forni~, this __ ~ ___ '_-_, ___ day of 

__ ~e..>J • 1948. 

frOln tho do. to horeof. 

,---
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