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BIFORE THT PUBLIC UTILITIZS COIZMISSION OF THT STATT Or C“LIFOQNIA

) JEZ7
In the Mattor of the Application Uﬂ/w
of M. F. PHILLIPS and ARA FHILLIPS )

for a certificate of Public ) Application No. 294EL
Convenionce and Necessity to )

Operate a "ater Public Utilisy. %

Ne F. Bradley, for applicants.

\

In this procceding, M. F. Phillips and Ara Phillips, his
wifc, ask the Commission for s cortificatc of public convenionce
and neccessity authorizing thom to sunnly water for domestie,
commercial, and irrisation purrosces in Tract No. 114, which is a
portion of Block C, of Zarlimart Fruit and Alfalfa Colony No. 3
and is located adjacent to the northern boundary of the wincor-
porated town of Zarlimart in Tulare County. 4 schedule of flat
rates and meter rates was proposed in the apolication.

A public hearing in this matter was held before Examiner
R0ss at Zarlimart.

The service arca consists of a subdivision totaling 32
lots formerly owned by apnlicants. The original proverty is more
particularly described as follows:

A portion of Rlock C of Zarlimart Fruit and Alfalfa

Colony No. 3 situate in the Northoast euarser of Section
Thirty-three (33) in Township Twenty-three (23) South,

Range Twenty-five (25)Zact, M.D.B. &.1M., comprising ap-
nroxlrately nine acres.




Twenty concumars rsceive water servies Zromothe v

anplicants, said service beins rendered to 1% residences,

one restaurant and one service svation, The service statlon

has been served at a flat rate of 531CC per year, but no
charges have yet been made for service‘to any other consumers.

The source of water is a drilled well, 200 feet
deep, cased with ten-inch O. N. pipe, and a test recently
conducted indicates that it will deliver an adequate subply
to meet vresent demands. Water from this well is delivered
into a 2,000-"allon elevated storage tank on a 20-foot tower
by means of 2 deep-well turbine pump driven by a ten-horse-
power electric motor and is then distridbutzd by sravity
throuvh 1,200 feet of two-inch mains. Applicdnts estimate
that an additional 540 feet of pive line will be required to
cormplete the distribution system. r

dccurate coéts records relatine to capital instal-
lations wer:s not kept bv the aprnlicants, but irom testimony
presented at the hearine by lir. Phillibs, it apnears that the
historical cost of fixed capital installed to date is approxi-
mately 33,550 |

‘There are tws water systems in the vieinity of the
propvosed service drea. One, the ilson Water System, is a
public utilify but is too distant to cive service; and as to the
other, the Earlimart Vater District, a mutual company, the
Commission's engineer testified that he had been informed by
their manager that the District does hot‘desire or feel able to

extend service to this new devels ment.
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The basic flat rates proposed in this application
provide for a charge of 33 per month for a single family
dwelling, includine the irrigation of 750 scuare feet of zar-
den and 52 ver month for each additional family residing in
two= or three-family dwellinss located on the same lot and
served tarough a single service. The application was amended
at the hearing to include a flat rate of 1 per month each
for trailers and tents. The proposed meter rates providé for
a monthly minimum charme of 31.40 for a 5/8-inch meter with an
allowance of 700 cubic feet. Use in excess of the minimum is
reduced through two blocks to 50.10 per 100 cubic feet for
all use over 4,000 cubie foct.

Ed F. Catey, one of the Commission’s enginecrs, pre-
sented the results of an invcszigatibn of the system made in
connection with this application. . He testified that the
service now beines rendered was inadeguate due %0 the'laék
of sufficient water pressure from the clevated tank, stating

that the maximum static prossure presently available is less

than nine pounds per saquarc inch, whereas 40 or 60 »nounds per

souare inch is normally considered desirable in such 2 system. .
He therefore recommended the installation of an automatically
controlled "pressure system” to he used in conjunction with
the present pum» and clevataed tank in order to provide ad-
couate service. . This installation was estimated  to cost ap-
proximataly 3650, but Mr, Phillips indicated wthat he would
prefer to abandon the old pumn and tank and install a new
deep-well pump and pressurce tank, even thouch the expenditure

at this time would be ereatcr.
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tir. Catey also sugmested that if the use of the
prosent elevated tank be continued, proper protection from
birds and insacts should be providad and recommended that
the two 2«inch mains on State 3treet should be cross-connected:
to climinate the present two dead ends. He also pointed out
that, although the prasent two-ineh mains will probably bte

adenuane for 2 while, coventually the main extonding from the

tan% lot to Statce Straect will have to bn replaced with a
larsor vipe or aurmentad by an additional main in order to
serve adeeocuately the entire tract.

Mr. Phillips testificd thet he was willinz and
financially able to make necessary additions and improvements
to the system, btut it is apparent Irom the testimony that the

applicants cannot render adeauate water scorvice with thoe

existing facilities. Therofore, in order to rcnder minimun

reasonably adequate service, they should either install an

additional pumn and prassurc tank at a cost of aporoximately
1650, as recommended by the Commission's enginesr, or replace
the pregent deep-well pumn with one capable of giving hirher
pressurcs and pumping directly into a pressure tank, as
suzessted by the applieants. The recommendation for larger
mains and conncctine dead-cnds also should ultimetely be
followed,

Ir view of the stated willinsnaess of the applicants
to make any necessary improveﬁents, this Commission will not
deny the aprolication outrisht, but will reconsider the issuance

of o cortificate upen the filing of a supplemental application.‘




therefor. Such application should show that applicant has
in:talled the additional pump and pressure tank previously
described or substitute plant to accomplish the séme PUrPOSe.
If these facilities werce presently installed, the Commission

would now be favorable to the granting of a certificate.

focd causc apocaring,

IT IS HZREBY ORD®RED that the application as
above ontitlad be and it is hercby denied without prejudice
until such time as a supnlemental anmwlication is filed as
indica;ed in the preccding Opinion. | 79(

Dated at San Francisco, Colifornia, this 3

i
4

day of on ) L 19L8,

Commissioners




