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becision No. 42136 _
BLPORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA-

KARL P. AHLSWEDE CO., PESTLISS
PRODUCERS CO., AGRIFORM CO., AGRO
PEOSPEATE CO., and CALIFORNIA
TIQUID FERTILIZER CO., |
Complainants ééa
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO., UNION
PACIFIC RAILROAD CO., AICHISON,
TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY CO.,

)
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)
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nefendants

complainants allege that the freight charges assessed by
cefendants for the transportation of 57 tank carloads of liquid‘
fertilizer from Hercules to various destinations in California during
the period July 20, 1946, to January 31, 1947, were unreasonable, in
violation of cection 13 of the Fublic Utilities Act. Reparation
and waiver of wncercharges is sought,

The verified complaint shows that the commodity shipped
was a new-type of liquid fertilizer, known as "fertillzer ammoniating
sglutig&ﬁ;qr "nitrogen fertilizer solution." At time of movement
there Vene g Asumadity tabes pihliched for transportablon of thls
commodity in tonk cars. Class rates were asscssed, based upon the
applicadble fifth class ratling. Sub$equent to transportation of the
shipments, tank-car commodity rates were established. |

~rom the complaint, it appears that the assailed rates
exceeded the rates concurrently maintained for movement of the sanme
cormodity in packages hetween the same pbints by amounts ranging
from about 105 to 122 per cent, cepending upon the destinations

'involved. The subsequently cstablished tank-car cdmmodity rates
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also exceceded the package rates, but by lesser amounts ranging from
29 to 78 per cent.l The complaint shows that class ratings for
various commodities are the same for tank-car shipments as for package'
shipments; and that commodity rates for tank-car shipments of thirteen
other commodiﬁies, petween points the same as or coﬁparable to those
herein involved, exceeded the concurrently applicable package rates
Ly amounts ranging from zero to 25 per cent as a maximum. Complaine
ants urge that, for the transportation herein involved, the relation-
chips between the fifth class tank-car rates and the package rates
were unreasonable as comparcd vo the relationships between tank-car
and paclage rates for other commodities. They allege that the rates
assessed were unreasonable to the extent that they exceeded the
commodity rates which were subsequently cstablished. An adjustment

of charges to the basis of such commodity rates is sought.

Complainants were (he consigneces of the shipments in
question. It appears from the verified complaint that the freight
charges were pald by the consignor, on behall of the consigneces, and
were later remitted to the consignor by the consignees.

Defendants admit all of the allegations of the complaint,
as amended, and are ﬁilling that an order of this Commission be
entered awarding reparation to complaihants and waiving collection of
additicnal charges in the amounts prayed for in the complaint, without
interest., Rates for the future are not invelved., Under the circum-
stances it appears that a public hearing is not necessary.

Upon careful consideration of all of thc facts and circum-
stances of record,we are of the opinion and find as a fact that the
rates assessed were unrcasonable to the extent that they excecded the
commodity rates subscquently e¢stablished. Reparation will be awardéd
to the bases speeifically sct forth in the exhibit which is attached

to and mede a part of the complaint filed in this procceding.

Freight charges actually collected bv delfendants amquntcd ;o :
%19,518.63. "Reparation.is sought in the amount of 135,995.63, plus
2 waiver of an additional freipght charge of &L,44k .85,
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This casc being at issuc upon complaint and answer on file,
full investigation of the matters and things involved hav}ng been had,
and basing this order upon the findings of fact and the conclusions
contained in the opinion which precedesz this order,

IT IS HERERY ORDERED that defendants, Southern Pacifie
Company, Union Pacific Railroaod Company, and The Atchison, Topcka and
santa Feo Roeilway Company be, and they are hereby, authorized and
airected to refund to complainants Karl P, Anlswede Co,, Pestless ’
Froducers Co., Agriform Co., Agro Phosphate Co,, and California
Ligquid Jertilizer Co., as their intorests are involved, within onc
nundred and elghty (180) days from the effective date of this order,
the sum of $5,995.63, and te waive collection of wl ek, 85, for the
transportation of the tank carload shipments of ligquid fertilizer
involved in this procceding.

This order shall become cffcctive twenty (20) days from the
date herecof, ‘ |

Dated at Los Angeles, California, this _/2 4 day of
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Commissioners




