
C-4-962 sj 

D~cision No. 421~_ 

tl::li'ORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COK~USS!ON OI<' T;fi STATE OF CALIFOHNIA 

KA..,'qL P. AHLSWEDE CO. PESTLESS ) 
PRODUCERS CO., AGRI~ORM co.~ ACRO ) 
PHOSPF~TE COol and CALI?ORNIA ) 
LIQUID FERTILlZER CO., ) 

) 
Complainants 

VS. 

~OUTH:GRN PACIFIC CO., maON 
PACI~IC RAILROAD CO., ATCHISON, 
'rO?EKA AND SANTA FE HAIL\':AY CO.) 

J)~fendants 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

C PIN ION - ... -.-.. ..... -.-

Case No.' 

Complainants allege that the freight charges assessed by 

cefendants for the transportation of 57 tank carloads of liquid 

fertilizer from Bercules to various destinations in California during 

the period July 20, 1946, to January 31, 1947, ,.,ere unreasonabl.e, in 

violation of dectlon 13 of the Public Utilities Act. Reparation 

""'__ and .... ':liver of u.n'~'Z'rcharges is sO'\l{t.~r .. t. 

The verified complaint shows that the commodity shipped 

was a new"type of liquid fertilizer ~ knm'l!l as "fertilizer ammoniat1ng 

soluti,on",;or tlni trogen fCl"tilizer solution." At time of ~ovement 
/, ... w.:,.!..... • , 

CO~~O~1ty 1n t~nk car~. C~QSS rutos were asscsse~, ~used upon the 

o.pplic"'b~c i'ii'th clas s ra tine ~ ~~u'bsequent to tr£1nsporttl.'1;1on of' the 

shipmerlts, tank-car commodity rates \'jere established. 

:'rom the corr.plaint, it appears that the assailed rates 

exceeded the r", tes concurrently lilaintained for movement of the same 

commodity in packages between the same pointe by amov.nts ra.nging 

from about 105 to 122 per cent, depending upon the destinations 

involved. The subsequently established tank-car cOtlLlodity rates 
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also exceeded the package r~tcs, but by lcs~er amounts ranging from 
1 

29 to 78 per cent. The complaint shows that class ratings for 

various commodities ~re the sarne for tank-car shipments as tor package 

shipmcnts~ and that co~~odity rates for tank-car shipments of thirteen 

other commodi tics, bet~lE;en points the same as or comparable to those 

1:0rein involved, c~cecded the concUl~rently applicable package ratos 

~y amounts ra~~ing from zero to 25 per cent as a maximum. Complain-

ants urea that, :Cor the transportation herein involved, the rclation­

.:;hips between tl'le fifth class tarJ.-:-car rates and the paclcage ratC:ls 

were unreasonable as co~parcd to the relationships between tank-car 

and pacl-:age rates for other comm.oditios. They allege tho.t the rates 

assessed were uru~eason3.ble to the extent -eha t they exceeded the 

cOtmlodi ty rates ",hich ,,'ere. ~ubsequently established. An adjustment 

01' charges to the basis of such commodity rates is sought. 

Complainants were tha consignees of tb.0 shipments in 

question. It a~pears from the verified complaint that the freight 

charges were paid by the consignor~ on bebalf of the consignees, "and 

were later remitted to the consignor by the consignees. 

Dcfcnda.'1ts ad.'Uit all of the allegations of tho complaint, 

as amended, and arc ,·filling that an order of this· Commission be 

entered awarding reparation to complain~Ults and '1aiving collection of 

additional churgcs in the amounts pr~yod for in the complaint, without 

interest. Rates for the future arc not involved. Under the eircum-

stances it appears th~t ~ public hearing is not ncc~ssary. 

Upon careful consideration of all of the facts and circUl~­

~tances of record,wc arc of the opinion and find as a fact that the 

rates assessed wore unreasonable to the extent that th~y exceeded the 

co:ncodity rates subscqu~mtly established. Rcp~r~'cion \I'ill be m~'arded 

to tho bases spocH'icallY set forth in th'e oy-hibit vlhich is attached 

to ~d made a part of tl'lC complaint filed in this proceoding. ________________ • _______ f _ --.. .• .-.-.... ____ _ 

1 
~reifiht 2ha.rgcs a.ctu;:tlly. collected. l~y defendants nm9.untcd ~~ 
.;,.19,518.03. RCpo.ratlon. lS sought In the o.mount of ~:)5, 995 .. 0-" :plus 
a '·lo.ivcr of an ~dditional frci(:,ht charge of ~:;J.7l.1.41.r.85. 
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Thi::; case beinG ut issue upon compl~int and .~ns\'rcr on tile, 

full investigation of the lnt.tters and things involved havine; boen ho.d, 
• 

",nd basing this order upon the findi~;s of fact and the conclusions 

contained in the opinion which proccdez th.is order, 

IT IS I{EltGBY ORD~~ED that d0fcnd~nts, Southern Pacific 

COtl,ru'lY, Union Pacific Railroad Comp1lny, and The Atchison, Top'Clta and 

..;c.nt~ Fe Ro.il'\'lD,Y Company be, o.nd they arc hereby, authorized and 

directed' to refund to eom.p~:dno.nts Karl P. Ahls'\'ledc Co., Pcstless 

?roduccrs :0., ~griform Co., Aero Phosphate Co., and California 

Liquid icrt1lizer Co., as their interests arc 1nvolved, within one 

hundred o.nd eighty (180) clo.ys rro~ the effective date of this order, 

the sum of :~5,995.63, and to wo.ive collection of :~~1,44l1·.35, for the 

transportation or the trulk c~.rJ.oad sl'lipments of, liquid fertilizer 

involved in this proceeding. 

This order shall become offective twenty (20) days from the 

date hereof. 

Dated at Los Angeles, California, this ~~~day of 

Octo:;cr,. 1948. 

Commissione:-s 

-.3-, 

I , 
! 


