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Decision ~:o. 421.67 

EEFORE TEZ ?tmL!C ti'TILIT!ES CO~i:r.ISS!OH OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR!-rIA 

In the l1attc'I' 01' the Application of ) 
l3~~Y J. COLB2RG, an individual doing ) 
:)usiness as COLBl:;l\G HOTOR BOATS, for ) 
a certificate to t'I'ansport pa~scngers ) 
.:1.nc1 b::i.g;::agc by motor vehicles in con- ) 
junction ... ri th its vessel service betl\reen) 
stockton and Venice Island FGrry o.nd ) 
i:"ltcrrnedi~te points, a:ld bet~,Iieen ) 
·Stockton and Bacon Island Ferry, and ) 
intermediate pOints, and to consolidate ) 
said rigl1ts with ap!llicant' s eXisting ) 
vessel rights. ) 

~~CIS X. VIEIRA, for a~plicant. 

App11cation No. 29009 

REGnrALD L. VAUGB:.A;·; c.nd ROBERT F. GOCKE, for Gibson 
Line~, protestant. 

Q·E.lliIQN 

This is· an application of Henry J. Colberg, an individual, 

~oins business as Colberg Motor Boats, for a certificate of pub11c 

convenience and neceSSity to tran;,~ort ~assengers and baggage by , 

:notor vehicle in conjunction '"i th its vessel service bet'lileen 

Stockton and Venice Islond Ferry ond intermediate pOints, and 

between Stockton and Bacon Island Ferry and intermediate ~o1nts, 

and to consolidate said rights with applicant's existing vessel 
(1) 

richts. 

A public hearing was held ~efore Examiner Gannon at 

Stoc:-:ton on August 31, J.948 , and the matter was duly submitted. 

Gibson Lines entered an appearan~e as protest~nt. Pacific Greyhound 

Lines ' .... o.ived ~rotest. 

(l)The instant ap.,lication 'lJlaS filed January 1, 1948. Subsequently, 
the Co~~ssion, by order in Decision No. 41390, dated March 30, 
1948, authorized Henry J. Colberg to sell and' transfer the 
operative righ't:s and properties referred to in said decision, 
to Colberg Transportation Co., a newly formed cor~oration. ~he 
certificate granted in this ~roceeding will therefore be issued 
in the name of Colljerg Tro.nsporta tion Co. 
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At tho outset of the hearing it v~s sti~ulatcd between 

tho po,r'::ios th~.t ~pplic~nt ,",ov..ld render no local service on the 

LO'..'lor So.cramc!'lto - Thornton Roo.d l~ct,",eon Stocl.:::to:1 and the junction 

of King; Island Roo.o. o.nd Thornton Road, o.r:.d that no po.sscngcrs or 

property .... ·111 oe transpo~:·toJ. una.8r any ope::-.:tting authol"i ty '{/hich the 

C . . t· ~,. '1 eo 1 t d 0rrt=11SSl0n may gra:J. In .... {!lS proceeC~il'lcr jot\·,een .;)toc { on ~ 

Tcrmino~s vic. ~ coordin~tod vessel-bus service. Upon tne con-

s'\.W.r.w.tion of this stipul~ tior:. Cti bson Lines ~·,·i thdrew its protest. 

Applicc.nt is onso.gcd in t11e operation of vessels for 

the tra.nsportatio:,l of pnsseng~rs :o.nd property bctil/cen Stoc2·:ton and 
'" 't' (2) 

certain Jelta inland points tribut~ll~Y to the So.rl Jo~.quin .,ivcr. 

In the instont o.PrJlication it desires to ope!'.:-.te buses as iln 

~lterno.th·e means of transporto:clon supplement~ry to the vessel 

opcr~tions. 

Applicant proposes to coordin~.tc its bus-to-boat and boat­

to-bus opera.tions in such r.~c.nncr 0.$ to effect ::;;ubstunt1o.l so.vings 

in time .:tr.d f.:tres over the exist:l.n~ bo~t ::chodt'!.le-s. f. comp:-.rison 

of proposed time schedules, for cxxnple:? :ho\;/5 tho.t passengers 

soine from stodcton to Venice Islo.nd Ferry, ~ cl.i~tunc0 of 32 miles, . 

will save ii ve hour::;; in tro.v0lir..g time bet".,een those points. 

Traffic between Stockton ~nd oth6r Delta points by the propose:d 

routes would h~vc thc benefit of an ~verage saving in time of two 

h01.'l.rs c..nd fifteen minutes. 

(2) These oporo.tivo rights o.N~ more f'l.111y :ct forth in DeciSion N'o. 
28283, dated October llr, 1935, ::t.nd Decision No. 29778, dated 
!.jay 24, 1937. By virtue of this decizion o.pp11cant ,· .. o.s authorized 
to scrvo, amon6 otl1er'poi:.1ts, Stockton, McDono.ld Island, Venice 
Islo.nd, &con Island o.nd l\j.ndgc Tract ~1d all 01' said points 
h.ave been., end o.rc no," being, served. 
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The Delta area herein involved is a rich agricultural 

district formed of rivers, sloughs, and channels, held together in 

the pa~t by river transportation. All the i~lands are privately 

o' .. :ncd and vary in size frol~ 1,000 to 6, ,00 acres each. :10.11' of the 

f~rm-l~borers live ,on the islands where they arc housed 1'n ctJ,mps of 

f:::-om 5'0 to 200 :person:: in CD.ch C3.mp. Due to the necessarily heavy 

turnover in labor there is need for more adequate transportation. 

Other thD.n that presently supplied by the applic~ntrs vessels there 

is no <luthorized public tro..nzporto.tion service. Transient and semi­

skilled ,.,orkers tro.vol back and forth ei thor in their o,.,n cars or 

in taxicabs.. School cl"J.ildren are tr:lnsportcd by charter bus 

service, opera ted by ~pplicant. 'The testimony of ..applicant ~ras to 

the effect that his buses could be operated at half the expense of 

boats. He esti:nat0d tl:o.t the proposed coordinated bus-vessel 

service will result in an D.r~ual· profit of $2,200. Applicant o~ms 

t"TO vessels ot a capacity of 5'0 passengers 0t1.ch, .one speed boat, 

tyro buses and a station :wagon, all in operating condition, and 

sufficient to handle such traffic as ho anticipates, including 

school children. 

Upon due considera tioD of this matter ,.;e are of the 

opinion that the application shov.ld be g~anted and the order will 

so provide. 

Co1bers Transportation Co. is hereby placed upon notice 

that operative rights, as such, do not constitute a class of property 

which may be capitalized or used as an clement of value in rate­

fixinz for any amount of money in excess of that originclly paid 

to the State as the consideration for the grant of' such rights. 

Aside fro~ their purely permissive aspect, they extend to the holder 

~ full or partial monopoly of a class of business over a particular 
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route. This monopoly fc~turc may be changed or destroyed ~t any 

time by thr; State, \·rhich is not j.n any rcs:pect lim1ted to the number 

of rights 'I:J'hich m~~y be give'n. 

Application ns above entitled having been made, ~ public 

:!~aring h~ving been held, ~nd the Commission bGing duly advised, 

and ~1ereby findine that public convcnj.cnce and neccssi ty so require, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That a certificate of ~ublic convenience and necessity 

is granted to Colbere Transport~tion Co., authorizing the establish­

r1~nt and operation of servicG as a p~8scngcr stage corporation, as 

defined in Section 2~; of the Public Utili tics Act, for the trans-
• 

!,ortation of passcnger5 o.nd b0.:::gage bct'tV'cen Stoc}i:ton and Venice 

:sland Ferry, and intermediate points, and between Stockton and 

Bacon I:;land Ferry, and intermediate points, ::1.5 an auxiliary and 

s~pplcment~ry bus route and enlargement of applicant's0xistlng 
,', 

vessel service and consolidated thereWith, subject to the following 

restrictions: 

(a) No local service shall be given by applicant on the 
Lower Sacramento - Thornton Road botwoon Stockton, 
on the one hc..nd, and the junction of King. Island 
Road a!"ld ,Thornton I{oo.d, on the other hand. 

~ 

(b) No loc~l service shall be given by ap,licant between 
Stockton and Holt, including Holt, and b~tween Holt 
and tho junction of California State Hieh~my No. 4 
and Bacon Island Ro~d, ~ distance of approximately 
one-~lf mile on suc~ road. 

(c) No passengers, baggngc or express shall be transported 
by applicant u.~der any operating authority which the 
Commission may g~ant in this application between 
Stockton and Terminous via a coordinated vessel-bus 
scrvic~, and such tr:J.ffic bet\'le~m such pOints Shall 
be l-landled by o.pplico.nt e:.:clu5ively by vessel. ' 
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(2) ~h~t in providin~ S0TVicc pursuant to the certificate 

CerCi!1 eranted, applicant shall comply \lli th and observe the following 

service regulations: 

(0.) Applicant shall file ~ vrr1 ttcn D.cccptancc of the 
ccrt1fica. te herein erolntod \,,1 thin a period of not 
to exceed 30 cla~rs from the ci'i'ecti ve ci.:l to hereof. 

(b) \,Ii thin 60 days from the effectivo date hereof' and 
on not les~ th::m $. do.y::; I notice: '1:0 the COl'Jmission 
and the public, applicant shall establish the 
service herein auttorizod o.nd comply with the 
provisions of Gcnero.l Order No. 79 and Part IV 
of Genaral Order N6. 93-A, by filing in triplicate 
and concurrently !:~o.l~inc ei'focti V0, ;).ppropria te 
tariffs and timo table$. 

(c) Subject to the Q'.'.thori ty or this Commizs1on to 
ch:~ .. nee or modif~' them by f1~rther order, applica.nt 
shall conduct o,er~tions pursuant to the ccrtificat0 
herein granted over and alons the followine routes: 

Bet"lCCl"l Stockton and Vonice Isl~.nd Ferry and 
intermcdi~te points, and return, over the 
following route: 

Lo't,ofer Sacramento Road from Stocl~tol1 to junction 
of Lower Sacramento Ro~d and Thornton Road con­
tinuing on said road to the junction of Thornton 
Road and Athcrton Road and proceeding on Atherton 
Road to Rindge Ferry; crossing said ferry and 
making a loop of Rindge Island on Rindge Island 
Road, thereafter returning on Atherton Road to 
Venice Island Fcrr~r. 

Botween Stockton :ll"'lct l'oicDon.nld Islm~d FcrI'v and 
Bacon Is~~nd Ferry and intermediate pOints and 
return, over the rolloi'lin~ route: 

California State Highvlo.y No.4 from Stockton 
to Eol t, thence over !1cDonald I sland Road to 
McDon~ld Island :;'orry; returning by HcDonald 
Islcnd Ferry Road to ?olt, thence approximately 
ono-h~lf mile on California S~.;a te Hish\lTay No. 4 
to the junction of R~con Island Road and continuing 
on said road to Bacon Island Ferry. Continuing 
on Bacon I$la~d Ro~d to V~ndeville Island on the 
County Road thereon. 
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Th~ ~ffect1vo date of this order shall be 20 days from 

the date hereof. 

day of Da{}J:t!: ~~;:":9~:' California, SI~ 
this d!-


