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Decision N~'. 42175 

:BEFO~ TEE PumJIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA~ OF CALIFOBNIA 

In the M.."I.tter of the Applico.tion of th~ EO.A..'tiD OF ) 
STJPERVISORS OF THE COu'~TY OF mm. S~ATE '0:' CALI- ) 
FOR!1IA. for a.n order 3,utho:-izins the conctru.etion ) 
of ~ crossing by the County of Kern over the tra.cks ) 
of the Southern Pacitic Railroc.d. COI:1pallY in the ) 
vicini ty ot Mile Post l-J'o. 325 Arvin Ero:o.cll. ) 

Application 
1-1'0. 29374 

NORBERT BA~G~. Co~ty Counsel. for A~lieant 
R. J. L~OP. for Southern P~cific Company, 

Interected Party 
O. R. "r.ESl', for The Atchi:lon, TopelG & S~ta. Fe 

R~il~ Company, Intorosted Forty 

In this applic.").tion the BOax'd of Supervisors of the CO'Unty of Kern 

requests permiosion to construct Arvin Eoulevard ~t gr~de over the tra.cks ot the 

Arvin :Branch of Southorn P~cific Cocpany ~t mile post 325, in the vic1n1t,y of the 

coc~nity of Lamont. 

A publie honrin~ ~s hold in this mntter in Bakorsfield on October 7. 1948. 

at which t1ce th~ m:l.tter \\"M submittod. 

At tho loe~t1on of the proposed crossing Southorn P.").cific Company's tracks 

run in :l.n e:l.st and WOOt direction p.").Tallol to and immodi~tely north of Greenfield 

ao~d. Arvin ~ulevnrd =un: north from Greenfield Ro~d ~eross the tracks for approxi-

co.tely 0. q,u.vtor of ~ milo. An 1~perto.nt eO'l.1nty road. k::l.own o.a Weed.po.tcb-Whceler 

R1d&e Rc.").d, is lcca.tod o.bout one q:uo.rtor of So milo west ot .Arvin Boulevard. 'rhis 

read oxtends from Magundon on tho north across the railro~d at gr~de to iiheoler 

Ridee • About one block north of the railroa.d ia ~ east and. west ro~ eonnecting 

~eodpatch-Whoclcr Ridge Ro.").d with Arvin :Bouleva.rd. On both tho northwest and north-

on:st corners of tho ;proposed crossing lo.rge fru.it o.nd vogettl.blo po.cldng sheds ore 

lccl".tod. MCb. baine served. 'bj" ."). $:Pur trnek. 

At tho pro sent time ~1 unimproved pr1V:l.te eroosine is in use nt the pro-

posed loc:l.tio~, which appoors to r~vo 'been in use for mony years. App11ennt de-

sirec t~~t this crossing be ~~do ~ pu'blic one in ordor t~t it might be improved 

fer tho ~~!o use of tho tr~voling public. 
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Appl1cant 'Producod tostimoIIY to eho ..... tMt much of' the prod.uco tro.f:f1c to 

the paekbg sheds or1gintl.tcs along tho Greonfield Ro~d e~st 0'£ tbio aoss1ng, and 

the usc theMe! 'oy ouch vohiclo s would fo.cili ta to thoir movoment to the :pa.cldng 

sheds. Furthercoro~, o.~l1enr.t eontcndr. t~t thoro is he~~1 trnffic on the W~od­

patch-Wheoler R1d.gO Rond. o.nd 'oy divorting thoso trucks to thO proposed' crossi:lg, 

the tro.!f1c 8i tw:l.tion on this roo.d would. '00 reliovod during tho :p.o.cld.ng scnaons. 

Southern Po.ci:Cic COJ:lPw.y did not oppose tho gr:ulti::.g of this app11c."I.t1on; 

howovor, it suggostod t~t or.o.~utomAtic signal '00 1n~t~lod on thO onst side 0'£ 

the ro.11roo.d tro.cks as '£reight cnrs ~ro ~ottod on spur tro.cks noor tho crossing 

ll.l':.d tho View of nPJ;lroo.ching tro.1ns would 'bEl o'bscured. , 

Tho record. shows th.?t d.u.r1ng two months in tho s:pr1nc 01' the yeO.%' and 

two months in the fo.ll o.beut four ~in linG tr~1n movements per daf opero.te ovor 

this crossing., For tho re~aindor of tho yoar tho ~il tro.ff1c is light. 

From the rocord it o.ppoo.ro cloor thnt this priv~te crossing will con­

t1n\1.o to bo 'Used "oy tho pu"olic" thoro'£oro we are convi.."l.ced. tho.t the a.pplieo.tien 

should bEl g:'3:<ted in order th:lt the crossing mrx:r be p1lt il:.to 0. reasonably so.fe 

condition •. As to tho :prot~ction of this crosc1ng,. it' is our conclusion thn.t the 

tunount of both :00.11 and. vohicul.~ tr~:t~fic cloos n.o-t wo.ttCl.l:t the 1nst::U.1at1on of 

l:I.'I;..tomo.t1c sigMls;, howevcr" we believc tht.l.t a. stop sign should '00 installed on 

the north s1do of tho tr~cks in order t~~t aouthbound traffic will stop before 

crossing the railro~dt ~d it will 'o~ so orderod~ 

A public hOo.r~ ~v1ng be~~ held and the mOot tor being under ~bm1ssion, 

I:r IS ~y ORIlERED t~t the :Soo.rd or SUporvisors of th~ County of Kern 

'00 and it is heroby ~uthorizcd to construct Arvin :Soulevo.rd ~t gr~de ~cross tho 

tracks of tho Arvin 3ro.nch of Southern Pae1fic'Comp~~ at the loco.tion more ~t1-

culnrly desa1bed in the application and as shown 'by the mD.p,. Exhibit nA, IT 

attaChed thereto, subjoct to tho following conditions:; 

-2-



e, 
Ap. 29374 - p. 3 

(1) The above crossing shnll be identifiod as Crossing 
No. :a~32.5.0. 

(2) The o~tiro expenso of constructing tho crossing Shall bo 
borne by ~pp11~lt. The eost of maint~1n1ng that portion 
of a~d crossing outside of lines two foet outsido of tho 
outsido r~ils ahall be borne by applicant. Tho ma1nto~ce 
of tb.::l.t port1<::n of the crossing between, lines two foot out­
side of the outsido r~11s shall be berno by Southern Pacific 
Com~y. 

(;) Said cros~i~ sholl bo constructod o~unl or superior to 
StanCl~d No. 2 of G.O. No. 72, without supcrolovntion nnd 
of a width not loso than ;0 foot, at approximato right 
~le3 to tho ro.ilroD.d. and vi th gr~des of approach sub­
sttl.nt1~ly ~s S!lown en E~1bit "A" attached to tho appli­
ca.tion. 

(4) Applicant sb.aJ.l widen the south o.p:pro:l.eb. between the tracks 
and Groenfiold Ro~ in or~or to give botter a.ccoss tc tho 
crossine llJld reduce tho gre.de to a minimum. 

(5) ~hc crcssing ,shAll bo protected by two Standord No. 1 
cressing si~s (G.O. No. 7~),and ono Stop Sign locatod 
on the north sid.o'of tho creasing fncing southbound 
trn.ff1c. 

Within thirty ~5 ~tor cccplotion pur~t to this order ~pp11eant 

&hall so adviso t!lO Coomisa10n in writing. The authcriz~tion herein granted shall 

lapse nnd bec~me void if not oxorcised within one yoarunloss time be extended or 

if n.bove conditions ~o net coeplied with. 

Author1zo.ticn ~. be roV'okod or modif1ed if pu.blic convenionco, ::lOcoa-

city, or s~fety so require. This order shall be effoctive twenty dn¥s ~rom the 

date horo~1'. 

De.ted at _k~~ __ ~_/l",,'.M~~_I'-.;..;~v1'<C~ .. ~ r~ __ , Cal i1'orni:'l., this 
___ (i;~a~'().IU...,. __ ~' __ ,. 1948~·~--'" '. 
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