ORIGINAL

Decision No. 42175

BEFORET TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of the BOARD OF )
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF XERY, STATE OF CALI- )
FORNIA, for an order authorizing the coasiruction ) Application
of a crossing by the County of Kern over the tracks ) - Xo. 29374
)
)

of the Soutktern Pacitic Raillroad Company in the
vicinity of Mile Post No. 325 Arvin Bronch.

NORBERT BAUMGARTEN, County Counsel, for Applicant

R. J. LATEROP, for Southern Pacific Company,
Interested Party

0. R. WESD, for The Atchison, Topela & Santa Fo
Rnllway Compony, Intorosted Paxty

CPLEIOX

In this application the Board of Supervisors of the County of Kern
requests permission to construct Arvin Boulevard at grade over the tracks of the
Arvin 'Bra.nch of Southern Pacific Company at mile post 325, in the vicinity of the
community of Lamont. '

A pudlic hearing was hold in this matter in Bakorgfield on October 7, 1948,
at which time the matter was submitted.

At tho location of the proposed crossing Southern Pacific Company's tracks
run in an enst and west direction parallel £o and immediately north of Greeafield
Road. Arvin Boulevard suns north from Greenfield Road across the tracks fer approxi-
mately o quarter of a mile. An impertant ccunty road, kuown as Weedpatch-Wheoler
Ridge Read, is lecated abeut onc quartor of a mile wegt of Arvin Boulevard. This
read oxtends frem Magunden on the no;-th across the rai;road at grade to Wheoler
Ridge. Abcut ome bleck morth of she ;;o.ilroad is an oast and west road connecting
Weodpatch-Wheeler Ridge Road with Arvin Boulevard. On both the nerthwest and nerth-
east corners of the proposcd crossing large fruit and vogotable packing sheds are |
lecated, oach bedng served by o spur track.

At the present time an u.nimprovo;i private cressing is in wse at the pro-
posed location, w'hich appearAs t¢ howve becn in use for many years. Applicant dew-
sireg that thls créssing be mdé o public ‘one in ordor tant it might be improved .
fey the safo use of the travoling publie. |
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Applicant producod tcstimony to show that much of the produce traffic to
the packing sheds originates along the Greonfield Road onst of this érossing. and
the use tacreof by such vehicles would facilitato thoir movement to the pacldng
sheds. Furthermore, opplicant contends that thero is heavy traffic om the Wood~
patck=Whecolor Ridgo Road and by diverting those trucks to tho proposed crossing
the traffié situation on this road would be relieved during tho paciking soasons.

Southern Pocific Company did not opposc tho granting of this application;
howovor, it suggosted that onc.outomatic signal Be installod on the cast side of
the rollread tracks as freight cars arc spetted on spur tracks near the erossing
and the view of approachizg tralns would be obscured.

The record shows that during two months in the spring of the year and

twe months in the fall abeut four main line traia movenments pexr day cpernte over

this crossiang. For tho romainder of tho year the rall traffic is light.

From tho rocord it appears cloar that thils private crossfng will cone
tinue to be used by tho publiec,, thorofero we are convinged that the application
should be grazted in order that the crossing may de put into a reasonably sofe
condition. As t¢ the protection of this crossing,. Lt is our conclusion thnt the
anount of betk rail and vehicwlar traffic does not worrant the installation of
automatic signals; however, we belicve that a stop sign should be installed on
the north side of tho tracks in order that southbound traffic will stop before

crossing the railrecad, and it will de 0 ordered.

SRRER
A public hearing having been held and the mattor being under submission,

I7 IS BEEREBY ORDERED that the Board of Suporvisers of the County of Kern
be and 4t is hereby awthorized to construct Arvin Boulovard at grade acress tho
tracks of tho Arvin Branch of Southern Pacific Company at the location more parti-
cularly descrided in the application and as shewn by the map, Exhibit YA, "

attached thercto, subjeoet te¢ thoe following conditions:;
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The above crossing shall :be identified as Crossing
No. BQ-325_.0.

The ontire ¢xpense of constructing tho eressing shall be
berne by applicant. The cost of maintaining that pertion
of sald croscing outside ¢f lines two feet cutside of tho
outside rails shall be Dorne by applicant. The mainterance
ef tant porticn of the crossing between lines twe foot out-
side of the cutside rails shall be berne by Southern Pacifie
Company.

Said cressing shall bo constructod equal or superior %o
Standard Ne. 2 of G.0. Ne. 72, without supcrelovation and
of 2 width net loss than 30 feot, at approximato right
anglcs to the rallroad and with grades of approach sub-
stantially as shown ¢z Exhibit "A" attached tc the appli-
cation.

Applicant shall widen the south approach between the tracks
and Groenficld Road in order t¢ give better accoss tc the
ceressing and reduce the grade to a minimunm.

The cressing shall be protected by twe Standard No. 1
ercssing sigas (G.0. No. 75-B), and ono Stop Sign located

on the north side of the cressing facing southbound

Within thirty days after ccmplotipz_x purswant to this order applicant
shall sc advige the Coﬁmisaior. in writing, The autherization herein granted shall
lapse and teccme vold if not exorcised within one yoar unloss tﬁme be extended or
if above cenditions arc nct complied wit‘:hA. .

Authorizaticn may be rovekod cr modified 4if public cenvenience, noces-

sity, or safety s¢ roquire, This order shall be effoctive twonty days from the

4

Dated at /éﬂ— ﬁ/@!&/’&e@f v California, this 224 — day of

@W& ——r 1948,

date horooef.




