
Decision No.. 42189 
9EFO?~ THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~1ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCF~IA 

In the matter of the application ) 
of Southern Pacific Company for an ) 
Order to abolish a crossing of a ) 
publicly used road by a ra1lroad ) 
1n the C1ty of Los Angeles, County) 
of Los Angeles, Californ1a. ) 

Randolph Karr for a~plicant. 

Application No. 29636 

o PIN ION 
~---"*~- ... 

The above-numbered application, filed by Southern Pac1fic 

Company I seeks authority to abol~sh a publicly used cross1ng of 

F1lmore Street at grs.de over its main line tracks in the 01 ty of Los 

Angeles near the station of Pacoima. A public hearlng 1n the matter 

was held at Los Angeles on September 27, 1948. It was duly submitted 

and. is now rea.d.y for determlnation. 

Filmore Street is an unimproved street extending in a gen­

era.l easterly and westerly d1rect1on" and connect1ng San Fernando 

Road ,.,1 th other unimproved. streets in the area to the east and west 

of the Southern Pacific tracks •. San Fernando Road, which is one of 

the principal arterles at travel between Los Angeles and all pOints 

to the north via the so-called ~R1dge Route"1 1s parallel to the 

railroad and its center line.is approximately 80 feet from the center 

line of the maln track. The rail line involved. is the main line of 

Southern Pacif1c Company between Los Angeles and San Francisco by 

way of San Joaquin Valley. There are 18 scheduled trains daily and 

these, in addition to extra movements, total approximately 25 trains 

dally_ Elght of the above are regularly scheduled passenger trains, 

the remain~er being freight. At the locatlon under consideration 

there are two tracks, one of which is the main trackl the other a 

paSsing track.. 
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There is an ascending grade to the west of ap~roximately one 

half' per cent. There are no speed restr1ct1ons trsough the area and . 
trs1ns, particularly eastward movements, usually travel at h1gh rates 

of speed. 

The Filmore Street cross~ng serves two lumber yards in the 

i!llmedi~.te vicinity of the Southern Paclflc right of way and the 

record ind1ca.tes th.9.t these two industries could be well served by 

ut1lizing an existing cro@sing at Van Nuys Boulevard (Crossing No. 

3-463.4) located 1 1 443 fee t to th'3 south. Th~ Van Nuys Boulevard 

cro~sing is l:nl'roved with a :-SO-foot concrete pEI.vement and is pro­

tected by a.n automat1.c v:!.OI:9.g sign::..l. In addi t1on. there are traffic 

signals at the intersection of Van Nuys Boul~vard and San Fernando 

Road which are synchronized with rail movements so that, on the 

approach of a traln
1 

a stop lndlc~tlon 1s given to v6hlcles.approach­

ing the tracks. Adequate illumination 1s provld.ed. at n1ght by a 

sodlum vapor light lnstalled immediately t·~ the east of the crossing. 

Exhibit No. 2 introduced ln evidence ls a copy of a letter 

from the Los Angeles clty engineer to the Southern Pacific Company 

under date of It..a:,r 5, 1948 1 ind.icating that his office had given con­

sideration to the dedicatlon and improvement of a number of private 

'crossings over this line of railroad 'between the C1 ty of San Fernando 

and the City of Burbank; that the Filmore Street crosslng was one of 

those considered and that its proposed dedlcatlon and improvement as 

a public crossing was' opposed 'by the city eng1neer's office. This 

letter also indicated thnt the clty engineer's office ls, ln general, 

opposed to thp. open1ng of new public grade croGeings over main line 

railroad routes, ond expre€sed the opinion that the number of such 

public gr~de crossings should be kept to an absolute minimum. The 

letter concluded ,.,1 th thls statement: "'111 th this in mind, we cer­

tainly cannot give fa~orable conslderation at this tlme to creat1ng 

eo "new publiC sradecrossing at Filmore Street. II 
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There is no record as to how long u crossing has been in 

existence at Filmore Street nor how it came into being, but the 

COr:lmission has long recosnized that any grade crossing is a point of 

potential hazard and an ,analysis of the record in this proceeding 

leads us to the inescopable conclusion tr~t we would be remiss 1n 

our res~onsibllity if we were to permit this unauthorized crossing 

to re~ain open to public use and travel. Th1s f1nding 1$ all the 

~ore conclusive when it is recognized that in the immediate v1cinity 

th~re is in exist~nc~ a public crossing fully protected with modern 

' .... a.l"ning devlce~. 

Al though the city El.ttorney of Los Angeles, the Board of 

Public Utilities and Transportation of the City of Los Angeles, and 

the Los Angeles County Grade Crossing Committee '''ere notified of the 

heor1ns; in this proceedlng, no D.'P:ocarances were entered by or for 

any of these parties. 

Un~er the circumstances and for th~ re~sons di8cu~sed in 

t:.l.is opinlon 1 we believe thD.~ in the inter~st of public safety the 

:"'.ppllcation sho'uld be srantcc.. The follo,"'lng order wll1 so provide. 

o R D E R - - - --
A public heiring havlng been held and the Commission being 

:'ully e.c.vlsed, 

IT IS HE::RE3Y ORDER'SD that the existlng cros::;lng of F1lmore 

S~r~ct ovr~r Southern pacific tro.cks 1n the C1 ty of LoS Angeles, more 

speci fically shown on the map at t~lched to the applicD. tior. and 1den~-

t1fied as Crossing No. B-462.9 , shall be effectively closed and 

barric~ded to public use snd trsvcl. All costs incurred in effect1ng 

complia.nce wi th this order chall be borne by Southern P~.cif1c Compa.ny. 

Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this order, 

applicant sha.ll so adv1se the Comm1ssion in wrlting. The effectlve 
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date of this order shall be twenty days from the date hereof. . 

Dated at .dzz ?bz.zz"C<';cCA ,C.a11forn1a, this . .g-"'L#,. 

day of ~kd ,1948. 


