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DRIGINAL

BEFORE TEE PURLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSICN OF THS STATZ OF CALIFORNIA

42192

Jeeision No.

In tho Natter of the Application of PLACER COUNTY )
for alteration of railread cro:ssing authorizing ) Application
stock ovorhead croscing to be used by light vehicle ) No. 29552
travel, )

LELAND J. PROPP, Doputy District Attorncy, and
CEAS, A. GEISENDORTER, Suwpoervisoer, for Applicant.
R. S. MYERS, for Southern Pacific Company, Interested Party.

QRIILON

In this application the County of Placef requests permission to use the
overiead erossing at Gold Run (Crossing No. A-152.0-AD) for light vehicular traffic.

A pudblic hearing was held in thls matter in Aubura on October 21, 1948, at
which time the matter was cubmitted.

Prior to 1931 the overhead bridge at tkis location was a part of U,S. -
Sighvay No. #0, running detween Sacramento and Truckee, SuEscquent to 1931 the

tate nighway was relocated axnd iastead of crossing the rallroad at Gold Run it

vagsed under the tracks at Towle, several miles cast.

3y 1ts Decision No. 20261, dated November 30, 1931, in Application No.
17660, the Commission authorized tho construction of the Towle sudbway (Cressing No.

4-157.4=3), provided the grado separation at Gold Run was closed., Subsequently, at

the requost of tae California Cattlemen's Asseciation and the Califernis Wool

Growers' Assoclation, thg matter wag reopened and the Commission, by ;ts‘Docision
Ve, 26323, authorized she Gold Run overhoad to remain opﬁn as & eattle pass and
pedestrian ¢rossing only.

Reeontly this ovealead cressing was reconstructed to a width of 12 feet,
wita a distriduted load limit of 16,000 pounds, and with sharp gravel approaches on
ecach end. Barrior mests aro in plaoce to prohldbit voalcular movement over the
structure.

Apnlicant now rcquests that this structurc be opencd for light vehicular
traffic not to excecd 8,000 peunds gross por vehicle.
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Ascuning that tae rallroad runs in an ea#terly and westerly direction,
portions of the town of Gold Run liec to the south of the railroad and portions lie
to the nortia, Tho school house and cemetery are‘on & hill north of the crossing.

Tectimony showed that a large number of childrén attend the school from
tae southerly portibn of the town and outlying areas to tho south and that the only

avallable crossing foxr vehicles iz at Gold Run station located about .2 miles east

of the overhead crossing hereln involved. The railroad at the grade crossing

(Cressing Ne. A-152.2), consicts.of two moin lines, two side tracks,and onc wye.

Witresses for applicant testifled that very often the grade erossing is
blocked by froight trains and delays of as leng as 20 mirutes ocewr before timffic
cun proceed over the erescing. FTurthormere, those witncsses showed that tals grade
¢ressing ie very hozardous as it is on an odlique angle 0 the railroad and the
view of apnroaching trains 1s very peer.

The record shews that with the oveming of the overhond crossing t¢ light
vehleular traffic almest all of the traffic over the railrozd would be takon care of
agc thore arc very fow truck moevoments in that. area, Should tiae grade crescing be
climinnted, trucks desiring to cross the railread wonld use the Dutch Flat crossing
(Cressing No. A=152.6), abdeut 0.4 miles to tho cast.

Titnesses all agrecd that 4f the grade separation were opened to light
veriecuwlar traffic, the Geld Run grade erossing (Crossing Fo. A=152.2) could be
eliminated, coven 1f it caused seme incenvenience to truck eperation., In tiis ovent
truel: traffic would have to wse the Dutch Flat grade crossing (Crossing No, A=152.6)
locntod about 0.4 ¢f o mile oast of Gold Run Station, aud trucks originating in
Gold Run on the south side of tiho railrond, destined 46 veints north of @he rallroad,
weuld require to drive about cno additicnal mile,

Szmould this apnlication Yo granted, applicnut agreed t¢ immediantely cause
to be passed an ordinanco prehibiting the use of thls ovorhead ¢rossing by vehicles
wedghing mere than 8,000 pewnds gross; would croet signs notifying the public that
the erocsing ecould znet e used by heavy traffic; and would roguire law enforcement

eificors %0 police the crocsing.
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In revmewing the entire testimony 1n thds proceeding it 1s c¢lear that
this grade separation would be a convonienco to thc poople reoiding in Gold Run
particularly those living to the sou‘h of the railroad who are now required to
transport children to the school on the north side thnt general automobile traffic
would be facilitated between both sides of the railroa.d. particu.lm-ly when the
grade ¢rossing at Gold Run 13 blocked by freight trains. and that the oxisting
grade crossing at Gold Run (Crossing No. A—152 2) 1s hazardous and should be ¢loged
if the grade seooration is oponcd %o 1ivht vehicular tro‘ftc.

It appears that public convenlience and nocossity require tne reopening of
the Gold Run grodc soporation to lighx vehicular traffic. provided the oxisting

grode crossing at Gold Fun station is cloged. and 1t will be so ordercd.

vt
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A public hooring naving boooihold and tho mattor belng submisted,

IT IS HERoBY ORDERED that the Board of Sngrvisors of the County of Placor
be and it is horebvy authorizcd t¢ opon the grado soporation in the vicinitj cf Gold
Run for the wse of light vohiclos net 4o oxcood 8, 000 pounds gro woight., This |
authorizax;on shall not booomo offoctivo unloss opplicant shall have prohdbioed by
ordinance the use of sald grade soparation by vohioioo chooding 8;000“poonds groso
wemght. and shall hovc filed with the Commission a cortified copy of such ordinanco.

This guthorization is subjoct to the following conditions.
(1) The number of said er¢ssing shall be changod from A—152 0-AD
. to Cro sinr No. Ap152 O-A ' .

(2) Applicant shall instoll oppropriato signs on oach side of uoid
grade separation and in tho viecinity of Gold Run station noti~
fying the travoling public of tho limited wse of the structure.

The expensc of mointcnonco of that portion of the structure

including the doclk, railings, and floor stringers shall be
borne by aoplicont The ~uonorting structure and tracks
uhall Do maintaircd by Southoern Pacific Companj.

Prior to tho. opening of said sopnration to limitod "o 4
horein authorizod the Beard cf Supcervisors ¢f the County of
Placor shall file with this Commisgsion a certificd copy of an
appropriate ordinance or resclution duly and regularly passed
instituting all neecssary steps to legally abandon and offoc-
tively clese to public use and travel the existing publlic grade
‘cressing at Gold Run station (Crossing Ne. A-152.2). Uvon said
grade separation being opencd to linmitod vehicular use, said |
erossing No, A-152.2 shall be legally abandened and offectivoly
closed to public uso and travel.
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Within thirty days aftor ccmplotion pursuant to this order applicant
shall so advise the Commissicn in writing. This autherization shall become void
if not exorciscd within ome year, uvnloss time bo extendod, or if abeve cenditions

arc act complied with. Autherizaticn moy be reveked or modified if public con-

vosience, necessity, or safety so require. This order shall be effcctive tfwenty

dnys frem the dato heroof 4/
»
Datod at ,@M Cetforata, this ST day

77&1/%%«/ . 1948,

D Gaecenen

Commissionors” .. ..
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