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4">192 ~ec1sion No. __ J_'~ ______ _ 

:SEEOP.E ~l-~ PUIILIC ~XLITIES COMM:SSICN OF 'l'~ STATZ OF CALIFORNIA 

Ir. tho lv:a.ttcr of the Applieo.t ion of PLA.CE:? COUN~Y ) 
!or alt~rnt1on o! r~11ro~d ~oo=iDg authorizing ) 
stock ovorhoad cro~z1ng to be uoed by lieht vehicle ) 
travel. ) 

Applic:l.tion 
l~o. 29.552 

LE~;~ J. PEOP? Do~uty District Attorney, and 
CEAS. A. C.:C:IS:::;!lOAF!:R. SuForv1tOr. for Applicant. 
R. S. ~~S, for So~thern P~c1fic CoCP~~. Inter~$ted Party. 

In thi: a'P,lic~tion the County of Placer req~c$ts permission to use the 

o'/c:-l':.ea.d crossing tl.t G-old:Run (Crosdn~ No. A.-1S2.0-AD) for liCht vehicular traffic. 

A pu.olic hoar1ne wa: held in thie :w.tter in Auburn on October 21, 1948, at 

which time the mO-ttcr wns submitted. 

Prior to 1931 the overhetl.d bridge nt th1$ location wac a part of U.S. 

31eh~ofl:l.Y No. 40. 1"1;JUling bet\ofCOl'l SD.crOt.'lcnto and TruCKee. SU'bocquent to 1931 the 

Stnte hiehwny ~: reloco.tod nnd instead of crossing the ro.ilroo.d a.t Gold Run it 

~~zzod undor the tr~cks at Towle. scv~r~l milos ea:t. 

~y its Decision No. 24261. dated Noveobor 30, 1931, in Application N~. 

17660, tho CO!:l1:'lisdon ll.uthor:l.:ed, the conctruction of tho 'Xowlc su"ow1l.y (Crossi1l6 No. 

A-157.4-3). provided the grado se~o.ration ~t Gold Run was closed. SubsequentlY, a.t 
~ 

the requost of the California Cattlemenls Aosoci~tion ~nd the California Wool 

Gro~rs' As co c: i.'ltion , the matter w~o roopcMd ll.nd tho Commission, by its, Doc1s1on 
, . 

N~. 26323, authorized the Gold R~ ovcrhoo.d to remain open ~: a. cattle p~ss and 

~cdostri~ cros$ing only. 

:?ceo::ltly thi::; ovcahCo.d. cressing ~s reconstn:.ctcd. to a. width of.12 foot. 

with a. distributed. load 1~~1t of 16,000 pounds, and with sharp gravel approaches on 

Cll.er. end. Barrior pests o.ro in pl~cc to prohibit vohicul~r movement over tho 

structure- • 

Ap:9l1co.nt now requ.ests tr ... '\t this structure be o:pencd for light vehicular 

tr~ffic not to exceed 8,000 ~ou-~do gross por vehicle. 
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AS:::'Ul:li:lC thD.t· the ro.ilroM runs in an ea.sterly and. westerly d1rection, 

portions of the tOw:l of Gold Run lie to the sout~ of the ra.ilroo.d. l:!.nd portions lie 

to the ~ort~. ~hc school house ~d cemetery are on a hill north of tne cross1ne. 

Testimony eh~wed. t~t~ la=gc number of children attend the school from 

t!lO south.~rly portion o'! the town D.l'ld outlying a.%:Otl.S to tho south and. that the only 

~v~11~ole crozsine for vehicles 10 o.t Gold Runstat10n lo~ted tl.bout 0.2 miles east 

0:' the overhe::.d crot;>cine ~'lcroin involved. The .railroa.d a.t tho {;X'D-de crossing 

(Crosoine No • .A.-l,52.2), consists .0'1 two mo.in lineo, two o1do tr:>l.c~s,a.nd OllO wyo. 

~'r1tnesMs :Lor :I.?!,lico.."lt testified tMt 'Vcry often the ~rtl.de crossiXlg is 

b:ockod by fr~ir~~t tr~ino a.nd d~lays of ao long as 20 minutes occur before ~1fio 

C~ procoed over the erOooil'lg. !Urthormoro, thote witnesses showed that this crade 

c~:oo1ne in vcr,y ~zardous ~o it 1c O~ an oblique ~glc to tho r~ilro~d and. the 

vie'11 of aP!,ro~ch1ne trD.ins is very poor. 

':hc record shcwc thc.t \'lith the o'!'cning of the overhcn.d crossing to l1t,nt 

~~hicul~r trD-ff1c ~most tl.ll ef the traffic over the railro~d would be tnkon c~re of 

as thoro n.rc vcr.1 few truck movements in tbk~t.arc~. Should the er~dc crossing be 

cli~inntedt trucl:s dosirine to cross the r~ilro~d'would uso tho Dutch Flat crossing 

(C~CQs1ne No. A-152.6). nbout 0.4 miles to tho c~st. 

~itncsccs nll ~~cod t~~t if tho eradc scpar~tion woro oponed to 11eht 

vc~ic\ll~ tr~ff1e. tho' Geld R~ cr~e crossing (Crossing ·No. A-l,52.2) could be 

el1::linMcd, evon if it ct-used SOOO i:lconvoni~nco to trucl: oper~tion. In this evont 

t::'\lC~: tro.:f'fic wO\lld h.,'l:;o to U5C tho !)uteh Fl(l..t er:l.de crc!ls1~'lC (Crossing No • .A.-15Z.6) 

loc~tod nbout 0.4 of 0. mile o~st of Gold Run St~tion, ~.d trucks o~i~it.k~ting in 

Gold Run on the south side of tho rnilrond, destined to points north of the ro.ilrond, 

would requiro to dri..-c ~bout eno ~ddition..'\l mile. 

S'.no'Uld this :l.pplic.<:;tioll b~ errl.l'ltcd, n):lplic .... llt o.c;rocd to imll'lcdi~tcly c':\u.se 

to '00 :pM~C:d CI..."l. ordi::.n.nco prohibitill& the usc of this ovorh()~d. orooc:1.l'lg' by vchiclos 

· .... c1ghinC ~c=c tw,n 8,000 PC1ll'l.d.:: gross; would eroct oier.o noti:f'yin.s the public th...'\t 

t:>.o C~0:.t1lle could :-.et co uooe. ';,y hc~·r.r trnf:f'ic; DJ'ld would. roqu1re l:lw onforcement 

e:f1cor~ to ~olieo the croccine. 
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, , ' 

In reviewing the entire testimony in thia proceeding it is clear that ' 
" . 

this grade separa.tion W'ou~d be a. convenience to the people residing in Geld ~; 

pru:'t1cularly those l1vir.e to, tho south o:t: the ro.llrOD.d ,,,ho B.re now required to 
. , . 

tro.nsport children to the school on the north side; thAt genera.l automobile traffic 
• I" ~ • 

,.,ould be :facilitated between 'both sides of the railroad, pa.rtieular~ when the 
"('. '. . 

~~de crossing a.t.Gold Run is 'blocl~ed 'by :freight trains; and that the existing . , . . , ' ~ 

gra.de cross1nc at,. Gold Ru:o. (Cross1ne No • .A-1S2~2) is baza.x:d~US and should be closed 

if the grade separa.tion is opened to li~ht vehicular traffic. 

It a.~pcars that, publiC convenience o.nd necessity require tAO reopening of 
, . 

the Gold Run gro.de sopara.tion to light vehicular traffic, provided the oxist1ng 

srado crossing o.t Gold Run sta.tion is closed, and it will 'be so orderod. 

A public hcar,i!llJ Mvint; been hold. and tho IIl.."l.ttor boine suboitted. 

IT IS EERE3Y ORDERED that tho ~onrd of Supervisors of tho COUnty'of Placer 
" 

be ~d it 1$ hereby authori~Od to opon tho grado cepo.%'at1on in the vie1n:l.tj" of Gold 

?:un for tho usc of 1ieht vehicles not to excoed 8,000 pound.s gross w.o1eht. ~is" 
" . 

authori~t1on ~l not boco~o offectivo unless applicant shall havo prohibited by 
. ' , ' , 

ordina.nce tho usc of ~id. grndc sopar~tion by ~oh1eloB o~eoed1ng 8~OOO poUn~s gross 

wOight,.and. shall h~vc filod with tho Commission a cortified. copy of ~Ch ord.inance. 

~his authorization is .subjoct to tho following conditions: 
. . . ' 

The numbor of saidcro::ine shall be chnneod from A-1SZ.o-AD 
: to Crossing lio. ,A-l.52.0-A.. 

(Z)Applie~t shall inst~ll appropriato signs .on o~ch side of ~1d 
ero.d.o sepa.ration Dond in tAO, vicinity' of Gold Run station noti­
fying tho' travoling public 'o:f thc'liz::ited use of t!l(~.stru.cture~ 

(;) Tho c~~nso of maintenance of thAt portion of tho structuro 
1ncludin~ tho doCk. ro.ilines, and floor stringers ohall be 

. 'borne by a.ppliotJ.nt. The supporting structure a.nd trtl.cl:s 
s~ll '00 rna1nto.1r.ed 'by Southorn Pacific COmpnn1_ 

. , 

(4) Prior tothc, opening of :::aid sop!\X'ation to limitod uso as 
horc1n,o.uthcr1zcd tho ~oo.rd of SUporvisors of tho County of 
Placor sh."l'l' file with this Come1$sion a certified copy of an 
o.'P,ropriato ordi~cc'or rosclut1on duly and rcgular~ ~sscd 
inst1~utingn.ll neecscllrY !ltol'S to logally abnndol"l..'lnd'o:f'foc­
tivoly closo to ~blie uoe nnd tr~vcl tho·axizting publ~c er~dc 
cresc1ne ~t Gold Run sto.tion (Crossing No. }-lS2.Z). Upon,said 
gr~de sopnr~t1on boinS o~cnod to limitod vohicular usc, ~1d , 
eroscing ~o .. ~15Z.Z sho.llbo l~gallY abandcnod nnd ~:f'f~etivoly 
clQsed to'~b11c'uso n~d travol. 
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Within thirty dAys ~~tor complotion pursUAnt to this ordtr ~pp11~t 

sha.ll so advise the Com::l1ss1on in \-tX'itu.e. This authorization shAll bacomo void 

if not exorcised within one ye~r, ur~o:s time bo oAtcndod, or if ~bcvo conditions 

arc ~et eomplied with. Authcriz~tic~ ~ bo rovckod or modified if publie eon-

von1cnce, n~eess1ty, or s~!oty so ro~uiro. This order ahnll be offective twonty . 

, Co.l1!orn1~, this 3~ a;,:; 

~~~~~~--~~~~~~~_/ 
",/ 

.­... -"" 
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