AL Corr. ‘

Decision io. 2198

ZEFORT THZ PLSLIC UTILITIES COMMISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In tae batter of tiie Commission's
invest¢bav*0ﬂ inte the »ropriety,
adeguacy, and lawliulness of the
practice OnLeratilons, Service, COle
tracts, :u facilities of VATTIE E.

l‘LY (;opun+ Canyon Public Utilivy
hter uvstom),

ORIGINAL

Case lo. 4,966

e Nt Vet N N e e Ve

Ben Van Tress for lMattie E, Haney, Auke Smith
Tor Water Users in Tracts Nos. 780 £39IG and
6915, Los Angelcs County; Roderieck Cass;_z,
of the Commission's staff. _

{

Counission having instituted this investigation on its
own aletion, & pudblic heuring wags held thereon in Los Angeles‘on the
St day of Qctownr, 1948, Cral and docwnentary evidence naviag deen
atdured, Eho artter was submitted for decilsion.

Tre record shows that this Comaission, by its Decision
No. 3G20L, dated July 30, 1946, in Case No. 4822, as amendéd by
Decisicn To. 29747, cduted DCCUMbCT.lé, 1946, ordered Mattie E. Haney,
cdoing buwiness as Topans s Canyon Public Utilivy later Systen, no*r |
oti:gr thinpgs, to discontinue all public utility wat@f‘dérvice to con-
suners located outside the boundaries of Tracts Nos. 7800, 89i0; and
5915, Los Angelés County, on and after December 31, 1946,'uﬁlcss and
until a certaficate of pudblic convenience aund “ecessity ve obtained'

cuthorizing such service; that 'an order wus issued on January 7, 1947,
extending time for discontinuance of scrvice outside suid tracts to
March 31, 1947; that on March 31, 1947, Mattie Z. Haney filed Appli-
cation No. 28325, rcquéatinz, among other things, that the time for

discontinuance of gervice outside said tracts be further extended to
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May 31, 1948, and also that a certificate of public Qonvenience and
necessity be issucd authorizing the continuance of service in certain
territory outzide the specific tracts hereinbefore mentioned; that

by Decision No. 40636, dated August 26, 1947, on said Application

No. 28325, the requeét for a certificate authorizing service outside
Tracts Nos. 7806, £910, and $915 was denied; that the request for
further extension of time within which to discontinue service to
territory outside said tracts was not granted,

The certificates of public convenience and necessity
granted-to Mattie E. Haney and her predecessors authorized the opera-
tion of a public utility water system for the distribution and sale
of water only within Tracts Nos. 7806, 8910, and 6915. The certifi-
cated area is located in a narrow canyon known as Topanga Canyon and
consists of 160 acres subdivided into residential lots upon which
many homes and cabihs have been erected. There are 119 consumers,
some being supplied water through meters-and the remainder at flat
rates.

Mattie E£. Haney is now operating five water wells, all of
which are located immediately southerly and westerly of the boundary
line of Tract No. 7806. Said wells are designated Nos. 5, 7, &, 9,
and 10. . The evidence is clear that, between March 31, 1947, and
July 19, 1948, the water produced from all of said wells was collected
in a common basin and from taere distributed throughout the public |
utility "water system" operated by Mrs. Haney. The record also shows
and we find, that, during said period, Mattie E. Haney diverted and
distridbuted water from said wells and collecting basin to consumers
outside the boundaries of Tracts Nos. 7806, .8910, and 6915, Los Angeles
County; to wit, to consumers in Tracts Nos. 6131 and 7320, also known
as the 0ld Canyon Tract, situated approximatvely two miles north-

westerly of said wells, contrary to the order of this Commission,

in Decision No. 39291, as amended by the supplemental "Order Extending
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Time™ dated Januwery 7, 1947. e find, also, that on or about the 19th
doy of July, 1948, Mattic 3. loney disconnccted Wellc Nos. 7 and

from the "woter systen" which woz then in opercotion, and therced ter
ietribused woter fron said Wells Nos. 7 and & bnly to consumers out-
side the boundarics of Tracts Nos. 78506, 8910, and 8915,

Ve also find, upon this rccord, that all of the water pro-
duccd from ells los. 5, 7, ¢, 9, and 10 is insufficient to supply the
needs of the consumers in the certificated ared; that tic 4dily re-
quirecrment of the water users in the authorized scrvice arc. 15 approx-
imately 34,000 gallons per day; that the total sroduction of the five
wells is approximately 22,000 gallons daily; that Wells Nos. 7 ond §
produce aprroximately 9,500 gallons por day; and that the diversion
of this quantity results in inercacing the deficicncy in water re-
quirement for the nublic utility system to 21,500 gollons daily. We
further find that all water available for usc in the futiorized service
arcc of lattie 5. lianey is necessary and requirca for the usce of the
consumers residins therein.

Iattie . Haney, althoush nresent at the hearing with her
counsel, did not tcestify. |

Thcrc.is sorc testimony in the record indicating that wotor

Yos. 6131 and 7320 (the Old Carnyon Tract which is not
e wublic utility systerd or their reprecentatives may have
advanced money to I.rs. Haney to onndle her to sunnly them with wator;
novertheless, the record is cloar that Wells Nos. 7 and & at 21l times
were, and still ore, nart of the o systen viideh supplied the con-
sumers in the certificated arca. - This Coumission has not authorized
the sale and transfor of any »ortion of snid public utility system.
The rccord further discloscs that lOu owners in Tracts
B13L ond 7320 have recently ro|ctxv“tud the Topanga Tract lutual

Water Company, & mutual wator corporation, which was organized for the

purnosc of produciny and distributing watér to thic consumers in said
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tracts. The mutual woter company does not now have any »roducing
mter wells althoush it has drilled « well which foiled %o produce any
appreciable quantity of water. There are 55 corsumers in the Cld Con-

yor Tract. The president of ithe mutunl woter cempany testilied that

the comnany »rouoses %o arill «t lenst two additional welis from which

it expects to obtain on ~dequate quantity of water for its consuucrs.
At mreosent, nowever, the only woter available to ther is that wvihich |
I'rs. Haney is divertint fros Wells los. 7 and 8.

The past record of well productior in this sres has been
poor, o woter shortore during the summer months being the rule ratier
than the exception. Luring the past two summers the situction was
vnuswally bvad. Even under normsl conditions there is on iradequate
woter supnly due to the underlyins zranite nocket formations wihich
Till by draincge throuzh fissurcs or foults.

-

Having carcefuily cornsidercd the entire record im this vro-

ceedineg
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and being coqnizant of the unusurl situation with whieh non-
utility consuners ace confronted, this Comﬁ“ssion is nonctheless
constrained ©o order o disconmtinuance of any end all public uwtility
service to consumers outaida the bounruirics of the wutiorized service .

ared, in accordance 'with the following order.
CRDEL

The Commiscion, on its om notion, hoving instituted an
investigation into the varicus phases of the eperation and nractices
tic .. Harey, deing business as Topanga Canvon Public
. tor, o pudblic hearing having been held thercon, the
matter hovinm veen submittod and tiue Commission beiun fully advised
in the premisas, | |
IT 15 CROIRID:
Lo That on ¢ad after Jamary 1j, 1948, [aesic v Haney shall

discontinue @1l public utiiity water scrvice to conswiers
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outsidc thic boundories of Tracts Nos. 7806, €910, and
6915, Los anpeles County.

within ton (10) days from and after the cffective dete of
this order, lattic I. Hancy shall notify, in writinz, all
conswicrs served By her outside said Tracts Nos. 7805,
8910, and 0915, of the teorms of Poaragraph 1 above, and,
vithin twonty (20) days from and after the effective date
of this order, shall file & written statenent with this
Commiscion showins the action taken by her in giving the
notice required hercin.

That lattic 2. Hancy shall on Janwory 15, 1949, recoancet
"Tolls Mos. 7 and € to her public utility water system and
after said dote shall operate continuously said wells in
conncetion with Wells Tos. 5, 9, and 10 in supplying water
to consunmers residing in Tracts Kes. 7806, 8910, and 6915,

-~ and to no others without rcceiving prior authority from
this Commission.

The Sceretary is directed to ctuse personal service of a
certificd copy of this order to be made upon Mattic IZ. Hency, and this

order shall beeome effcetive ten (10) days after such scrvice.

Dated .2t Sar Francisco, California, this__ Fxll  day of

M_: 1948.
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