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) 
In tile l·'~tte:r· of the Conll'l1ission' s ) 
investis" ~::'o!'l i!'l'CO th\':~ ~)ropricty, ) 
.:ld.equt~cy J ~nd lfl"'!i'ulnc~s 01' the ) 
;"r'='ct·:cr.:.~· ",)",t:\r~,ti'''I''''- st':·r,·l c .;\ CO" ) .J'~ .. \.:eo'WI ~I/,.\;,.: '-40 ~"'-"4"""J -..~ v ... ~) ....... 

tr~ct:;;), Cl.r~c i'aciJ.iti.;:s of :·!J~TTn; E:. ) 
::':\:·lEY (Top\:J.N?:a Cu::yon Public Utility ) 
'~·f!:. ter Syste::~). ) . , 

----------~----------------) 

Case ~ro.. 4966 

Ben Va.n ':'ress £'or Hattie E. HOoney.; '-Luke Sr.1ith 
for Hflter Users in Tracts Nos. 7806 8910, and 
6915, Los /Jlee~.cs County; Roderick :3.. Cassidy,' 
of the Comrjissio~'s staff~ 

·\t: "'80' ,. ~f (~~to"I'\" v ..... a. \.1, J V I\";' ~ ,. J. ) Or'.:~l r~nd do~u)'r.entc.r'Y evidence having been 

Tl-.e r(~corc: shows 'tL.:::.t 1:.li.is Com!{lissio~1, by it.s Decision 

rio l' 'r;;: bl".·i ... ,,' S '" ""~ To"" " " . "" _ __.., !"A. ...... 'l.""'''''"_ c.~_ J .. c"" ........ '-, 

&w~er~ located o~tsia~ the boundaries of Tracts Nos. )806) S910, and' 
- \ . 6915 1 Lo~ Ar.~elcs County, on $.nd after DeC0r:lbcr 31, 1940,' 111110:;::; ar.d. 

until .:\ ccrtJ.fi.ca te 0:' pu':?lic comre,nicl1.cc alle. necessi ty ~~ obta:i.~led 

<:.uthorizing such s0rvici:J; ·toll:. t I:'ln ordl3r \'I~S iss'Ilec. on Jo.n1Jt\ry 71 1947, 

extending time for disconti'l"lu:).rLCC of sOl"vicc o\ttside ::i'-!.ic, tracts to 

Y;arch 31, 1947; that on. I·:arch 31, 19L~7, r'lattie ::. Haney filcd Appli-

th~ .. t the time for 

ciiscOl'ltin'J.anc.; of ~crvicc outsid~ s~id tr.::l~t::; be fu:-th'::r extended to, 
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!>'lay 31, 1945, and also that a certificate of public convenience and 
\ 

necessity be issued authorizing the continuance of service in certain 

territory outside the specific tracts hereinbefore mentioned; that 

by Decision ~Jo. 40636, dated Augu~t 26, 1947, on said Application 

No. 2$325, the request for a certificate authorizing service outside 

Tracts Nos. 7806, 8910, and 6915 was denied; that the request for 

further extension of time within which to discontinue servi.:e to 

territory out~ide said tracts was not granted. 

The certificat0s of public convenience and necessity 

granted-to ~rattie E. Haney ~nd her predecessors authorized the opera­

tion of a public utility water system for the distribution and sale 

of water only within Tracts Nos. 7S06,89l0, and 6915_ The certifi­

cated area is loc~ted in a narrow canyon known as Topanga Canyon and 

consists of 160 acres subdivided into residential lots upon which 

m~ny homes and cabins have been erected. There are 119 consumers, 

some being supplied water through meters 'and the remainder at flat 

rat.es. 

Mattie E. Haney is now operating five water wells, all of 

which are located immediately southerly and westerly of the boundary 

line of Tract No. 7806. Said wells are designated Nos. 5, 7, S, 9, 

and 10 •. The evidence is clear that, between ~·iarch 31, 1947, and 

July 19, 1948, the water produced from all of said wells was collected 

in a comnon basin and from t~~re distributed throughout the public 

utility "water system" operated by Mrs. Haney. The record also shows 

and we find, that, during said period, l~iattie E. Haney diverted and 

distributed water from said wells and collecting basin to consumers 

outside the boundaries of Tr.:tcts Nos. 7806, .. $910, and 6915, Los A:1,~eles.; 

County; to ''lit, to consumers in Tracts Nos. 6131 and 7320, also known 

as the Old Canyon Tract, situated approximately two miles north­

westerly of said wells, contrary t.o the order of this Commission, 

in Decision No. 39291, as amended by the supplemental "Order Extending 
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~.;c find, nl:Jo, thot on or nbout the 19th 

r::lncy disconnected 'dells N'os. 7 ~ne. e 

dictributod ~·:;':t0r fror,: sc.id Welle tios. 7 and e o!'lly to COl",l.ZUmCl"S out-

side the bound~rics of Tr~ctc ~os. 7806, $910, ~nd 6915. 

tlo ~lso find, upon this record, that all of the ~~tcr '1'0-

duced fror,~ '~lcll::; 1:05. 5, 7, e, 9, and 10 i::; inGul'fici(.)nt to su?ply the 

need:::; or the con:::;umers in the ccrtific~ted ~rc.:l; that tho daily rc-

<1.uirer:lcnt of the \'letter u::;cre in thC!~~,uthorizcd service :-.ro. ie o.pp1'ox,:, 

ii.''',tcly 34 , 000 gttllons per ci.?y; t.ho:~ the tot::.l ~)roduction of tho fi vc 

",o115 is npp1'oxil.'l.::.toly 22, 000 t;o.llons d~.ily; 'chat ::lclls ~~Oti. 7 ~ nd S 

produce o.pproxi~~toly 9,500 ~al1onc ~cr d~y; 2nd th~t the divcrcion 

of this quc.ntity results in incrc:;:si:'l,::; the deficic:1cy in ~·J'.:;.tcr 1'c·-

quirer.:cnt for the rublic utili t~r systcn: to 21,500 t";·)llons do.ily. ~lc 

furthcr find that 0.11 "lr'.tC:::" ~.vailo.blc for usc in the .:.ut::orizcd servicc 

~rec. of I,:2..ttio S. E:J.ney is nccess~r)r ::mc required for the 'Jso of the 

cor..S'.llTIers rcsic1.in:: therein. 

L~ttic ~ 'n'" "'0'· .... "U:J J 

coun~cl, did not t~sti£y. 

There is sor.:.o te::;tj,r.~o:'!y i11 the record indicating thut W'~ter 

users in Tr.:'1ctz I:os. 6131 .8.nd 7320 (the Old Co.r.yon Tr,,1ct ,;:li.ich is not 

p.::.rt of the: ,u:'lic utility $y$tcr,~ or their rOl?rc:cnt<:tlvc5 may have: 

ncverthclc:s) the record iG clo.;.;,r th~.t ~J;;)lls Eos. 7 t.l"lc' e nt ~'.ll tir;lCS 

i'lCrC, .s.nd. still c.re) !'art of t:l(~ ',J, ,tel' zystc::~ \lbieh !;ul'Pliod the cor-.-

S1.J.."ilCrS in the certificated 2,rca. . This COi;'4"Jission h:;.s not c.uthorizcd 

tr..c sn.le .':".nd transfc:- of ~my :;ortion of s::.id y)ublic uti li'.;y systom. 

The rocor,d further di=.;closos th2..t lot m,"l'l.ors in Tracts 

Nos. 6131 :.r:.d 7320 ht.vc rcccr.tly 1'0::: cti v.:ttcd the To,o.nzt. Tract Lutual 

~1o.t,:;r Con.p.:-.ny, C, r,lutu~"l ':r,;',tor corport:tion, which ""~s organized for the 

pur,os,:; of producin: and. distributin,s ...... .:tcr to the consurncl."O in sc.id 
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tr~ct::.;. '£he ~':lutual "T:\ter corr.pan)" does not now have ::".ny :n"oducing 

"l:-.tcr \\~~ll$ ".lthou·-:h it has drilled ~" well \'ihich f;;"iled to produce any 

o.P?rcci.:lblc Clun.ntity of '''~ter. Thc!"c cr'c 55 cor.3um~r3 in. the Old C~n .. 

yor. Tract. The !'rcsicle::t of ·i;.he l'i1ut\.~t.l i·r~.ter ccn~~)~ny testified' th,:.t 

the corr.,~ny ~')ro'!,;oses to c.r:Lll li.t le;.st two ~!ddi tion.~l 'I]'ell~ .fror:l 'VThich 

it '~:-:pccto to obt,:'l.in .:'.:1 :".dcqu,')te o.u~l'ltity of ~'~:~tcr for its conSU;11crs. 

;\ t Y'rc:lcr.t) ;lOI.lcvor, the or.ly ",,,tel" aVi'.il~ble to ther:: in thJ.t \·rhich , 

rrs. l·rcnc~· is <.live ..... tin:~ f'ror.l ',:olls !!O:i. 7 ,:',nd S. 

poor) ,,). ,·::-tc:- :.::hortr,.,:c durin~:: the sunmer months bc1n:: tl-:'6 rule r.:".thcr 

tho.:1 tho exce~tion. D1".~.rin~ t:'l(; ?~ot t·W'o summ~r;;j the situ,7,tion W2.S 

unusu:;:.lly bc.d. Ever! under l .... o::-m.:',l conciitions there is t.n ir;o.dcquc.te 

i"~ter si.l.:'~~ly due to the underlyin:: ~~r~ni tc ,ockl"\t form.:.tions '.thich 

fill by c!r~in::.;:;c throu~h fis:jures or f~l~ults. 

Havinz c.:'.l"cfu:t1y cor.zid.ercd th~ entire r(!cord ::.:-~ this '~')ro-

cccdinz, ~nd bein,: co.':;r..1z~r.t of '1.:.1:1(:] unusl!!'l :Ji tu ..... ;:.ion with ~'l~ich non ... 

uti.lity con5u!.1~rs ::'.j,'C confronted, this C01!'1!\1is:::ion is non(:thcl~:::s 

constra:ined to order 0. c.i:::co~t,inuo.ncc of ":..ny i?Ild 2.11 public utility 

::;Brv:icc to consumer::: outsidi? the 1:>our.c!~:.rios of the (·~ut~'lorh;od. service. 

The COr."61"':iiG:::ior., on its O',:n ~\OtiOl'l~ h:".vil'\~; instituted .'Ztn 

i!'lVC$tig:::,tion into tho vario ... ~!; !)ha.scs of tho operc.tion ::.nd l)rC,cticcs 

of l·irs. r:~ttie .)~. H.:".r.e:', doinr: bu:iincs::; ClS Topan.:;a. Conyor. Public 

,Utility ',!ater Sy~tUl"'7 :i ~.,ublic hc:~rin~ havins been held thcl"eon, the 

I. That on C.Dd o,fter Janunry 15, 194 ~ t r:f:l'Ctio E. Haney B11~11 
di::;contir.uc c.l1 ,ublic ut:i. ::.i ty' i'/.:::i.:cr ~crvicc to COllSU.'ilCrS 



C-4966 .. 
Ai'. Corr.-

outside tho bound.:'.ric~ of Tr~~ctG r:os. 7$06, $910 I c.nd 
~915, Los ~n:clcs County •. -2. :;i thir. tcn (10) d:,y:: from' and ~.i'ter the cffccti vo d2.te of 
this ordc;!.", T·.attic !~.. I':~ncj' shdll l"lotify, in wri tir.t:~, all 
conSlli:icrs served by her out,side said' Tracts Nos .. 7$06) 
e910, ::md 6915) of tho terril:; of Pc.rf'.zro.:ph 1 ~.bovc) and, 
'\':i thi~1 twenty (20) days fror.1 and after the offc cti '0'0 d~.to 
of this order, shD.11 file <1 'wri tten st.?tor;~ent "'ith this 
Commiz~ion sho,.,inr the ~.ction to.ken by ·her in givj.nz the 
notice required herein. 

3. That L~ttie E. Ec.ncy ~hn.l1 on J~nuo.ry 15) 1949, reconnect 
',';ells Nos. 7 and 8 to her public utility ''fcter system .:'.nd 
~.ftcr so.id do.to oho.ll OPCl"',:!,tc cOl'ltinuously s<1id \'1011::: in 
connection "'ith ~\Jel1s fos. 5, 9, and 10 in sUP1"lying '1.-ro.ter 
to consumers re::;idin; in Tracts Nos .. 7806, $910, and 69l5, 
and to no others without receivin:; prior authority from 
this Con~~ission. 

The 3ecrcto.ry is directed to cc..usc pcrsono.l service of a 

certified copy of this order to b~ l~l:;\dc upor:. L~ttie E. H~n:y, ~nd this 

orclcr oh~ll become ef£cctiv0 ten,(lO) d~ys after such service. 

Dated at Sun FranciSCO, Culifornio., this 3&,( day of 

2z~, 1~4E~. 


