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Decisio:l No •. 42258 

BEFORE TRE PU3l!C. UTI:'Il'ISS :or'U"uSSIO:: OF THESTA!E OF Ct.1IFOP.1:ll 

) 
In the, ~~tter of the Application or ) 
PACIFIC CAS AND, ELEC1'?ICCQr,iPk\.Y ,for ) 
~n order of the' Public U~ilities ) 
Commission of the' St.'~te of C'alifornia ) 
gra.''lting to ~pplica."lt a, certifica-e·e ) . 
o~ public convenience a~d necessity ) 
to 'exercise' the ri.::;h't,. F,rivilege a.."ld. ) 
franchise granted. to applic~.,.t by' . ) 
Ordi:'la."lce No~ 313 of: tr!e· Bo~rc. of ) 
Su.pervisors 01"· the' .cm .. ~~rY 0: }:E~mOCn~o; ) 
State ot . California. ) 

(Electric) ) 

--------------------------------) 

Application No •. 29549 

o PIN ION ,- -- - ",,~ - ~ 

!n ,this applicatio:1 Pacific Oas a..."'J.c' Electric CO:1pany asks· 

for an order of, tt!is Commission, under Sec-:ion 50 (b) of tr{c Public, 

Utilitie-s Act of the S'tate of C2.1ii'ornia',. i,ssuin.;to applica..'"lt a cer

tifi.catc c.eclari:l~ that· public convenience anc ',':lecessi~y require the 
. , 

exercise oy a?i>lic~"l~ of the right., pri vi:!.e;e and .fra."lchise &ra.."'lted 
, ' ' 

to it by Orciinar.ce ~o,.· 3JS 0:'" ~he Board of Supervisors of ~he Cou."'l~Y 

of r,ienaocino_ 
Iii, 

".,.. 
Said ordi:'l.ancci~ ~ copy 0; w~ich is a~t.ached to the appli-

cation' a~d marked Exhioit.A, grants to :applic.-.nt ~he' right, ,rivilege 

and franc.hise v:i th 'rez:;>e,c'C to construction, installation, =a'int~nance 

and use of elect.::"ic lines ~md facilities in thepub-licili~ways, 
, r;' 

" 

,street's, roadsc.r.d places 'of ,the' count.y .. , The ten::. :of the i'ranchise"'is 
" 

, .' 

ineet.e~i:lat.e,' running ~"'ltil its surrenc.e:- or, aoaneon::lent. ,0:-, forfei- .:. 

t.ure for noncompliar..ce or p~rchc.sc by che st~l.'t,e ,: county, or. other pub-

lic corporation e1the·rvo:''-4.'"ltaril:r or by c~nder.mation. Under the 

ore:i:'na."lCe a fee is payable annually by the ~ra."lt.€:e to the CO~"lty 

equi valent, to 2% of the. gro:;s" annu~l rcc~i:;>~$ c.rising .trom the \lS,C, :" 

- -1- :.,;' 

" 

" 

,'. 



~ A-2954.9 
AA 

" 

,.A:.'_ " 
... II 

'" 
II 

" ' 
,,. .. :. 

operation or possession of s~ic. franchise., The costs incurred by 

applicant in obtaining the fra:lchise ore stated to hove'been $273.50 

al'ld the applicant has sti?,;,latec.that i'" - /":,,' 
its successors or assigns, 

,:\!", . 

" I 

", 
will never claim before the Cor:u:ission or 'before a::y cou:-t. or public 

body, any value for the aforesaid ,.!'ranchise in 'exces~'of the actual 

cost t.hereof. 
"I' 

,I:: its application ,Pacific Cas ~"ld Electr,ic Co:npa.~y allege:.~ 
.'\:'. '\' 

that it and it~ predecessors ?riginally const.ruc:,teci a~d subseque:ltly 

ext.endec. the elect:r'ic sy~te::ls i::. :r.endocino Cou."lty and: e::.gaged in the, 
" 

business of furnishing and supplying electric se~ice therein, under 

the grant of power and rights confer:-ed by thei:r' cha.rt.ers'obtained 

"..l."'l.o.er the laws of the State of, C:;a.lifo:':" .. ia from~iI:le to time in effect, 

and/ or uneer and pursuant t.o franchises gra.."1t.ed to i':" and; its prede

cessors, incluciinZ 12 lis'tec! presently ei"i"ectiye !ranchises a.nd/or 

under certificate of public convenience ~"ld r.ecessity here~ofore 

granted by "C.he Commission to applica.~t. or its predeceszors. The 

earlies"C. listed i'r~nchise w~z ac.op'C"ed November 6, 1901, was of inde

terminate terrr., and was grantee. to t~. B. Lockw~od. The most recent 
, ' , 

listed franchise is that zrcmted by Ordinance ~ro. 258, adopted ~ece=-

b-er 16, 1936, expiring January 15, 19$7, and granted to Pacific Cas 

and Electric Compar.y. J.. certificate respect.ing t.he exercise of rig.."'ts 

under the latter franchise was g:r'ar..tee by th.is Co:::missionby Decisions 

Nos. 32751 and 33946, dated January 23, 1940 and February 25, 1941, 

respectively, in Application No. 21744. 

A hearing on the inst~~t application was held bei'ore Exam

iner' Knerr at which no opposition to the,granting of the requested 

certificate .... 'a5 ma.:lifested. ?oci:)c Gao a.."'ld Electric Comp~~y .;me its 

predecessors, for many years, h~ve served electricit.y within the 

County of MendOCino, although its eXis"C.ing distribution facilities do 

not' extend to all portions o~ the CO~"'l.ty. From the testimony received 

it appears 'that the only perso!'"l, "fir::., or public or p:-ivate corporation, 
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other than ?s.cific Cas ar~d Electric Cc:t..pany, now engaged in the busi

ness of f~rnishing, distributin~ ~,d selling electricity in the County 

of r.lendocino is the City of Uf':iah. ,The, City of U~iah o\ms an~. o?er.;. 
.. 

ates an electric distribution system whereby it lurniches electric 

se'rvice to t.he residents a-"lct inhabitant:.sin· the greater part of saici 
~ 

city and ~o certain' inhabitants of territory adjacent thereto.. 'From 

the evicience present'eci by applicant, i,t appears th3t the n~ber of . 

custO:':lers served by the city in the unincorpor.:-::t.ecl terri'Cory' of the 
. ' . , 

cou.."lty is approximately five &"ld that the applicant is not now com

peting with,the City of U:<iah. Applico.:1t stipulates that it will not, 

without an order of the· Coclr.lission authorizin,':; it so'to cio:,.· exercise 

a..."'ly rilL-.i.t orprivile;;e gral1.'t.;:d by Ordin&Ilce No. ;1; f~rt.h~, purpose 

oJ.' compc'Cing wi'Ch the City of u.<iah in the .furnishing of electricity 

,within the area ;>r.::se:ltly supplied with electric service 'by,':he e.ity ... 

The order ne:rein .... fill, !'rovic:.c for: Ci. cert.i£1cate for ;he presently>' 

served a:::-e&·, to~ether ... Ii to extensio!'!s rl.'3.c.e in the o:-dina%"y· course· of 

business subject to ~ppropri~te :-estrie:eions eoneernin&' -ene, tc'rritory 

~ow served by the City of, Ucdah .. 

The certificate of public convenience and. neeessitygranted . 
herein is subject to the foll'owing provisions or law: 

That the Co~ission shall have no .oower to authorize·the 
capitalization of the franchise i:lvolved he:::-ein or this 
certificat.e· o~ ,ublic eonven'ienee and necessity or, t~~, 
right to O'lm, operate or e!'l.joy .such franchise' or certi±':i
c ate of" public convenience a.."lc. necessity in excess ~ 
the amount (exclusive of any tax or ,,m."lual· cht:.rze) actu
ally paid; to .th~ State or to a,-,oli tical 'subcii visi.on 0" . ' 

~hereof as'the·consider.:.tion :tor the grant of·such fran";' 
chise, cercificate of p1..i.blic convenience and neces,~ity, 
or ri;;ht. 

o R D 

Appl'ication es above ~ntit.ledh~ving been filed, a public 

hearing having been ~eld thereon, ~he r.~~ter having beensuomi~ted, 

t.he Commizs'ion. being i'1.1.1ly c.dvised in the' p:::-e:nises and, hcreby!indi:lg 
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that publ,ic convenience and necessity require the exercise by Pacific 

Cas ar.dBlectric Company, to the extent desc!"ibed herein, of the 

right, privilese and frar.chise described in this order, 

11 IS OP.!iERED that Pacific Gas and Elect:oic Company be aJ'l.li 

it is gr~"ted a ceI"tii'i'c~te to exercise the right, privilege and .. 
franchise gra."ltec. to it by Ordinance No. 313 of t,he Board of 'Supe:- . 

visors of the COWlty of Mendocino, adopted February 2, 194$, withi:". 

:;,uch parts Or portions of said C01l."'l.ty as now are served by, Pacific 

C~;;s and Electric Comp~"lY or nereafter r:.ay be served by ,it th:ougi'l. ::", 

te~sions of it.s existing zyste:n made in t.he ordinary course of busi·· 

ness as contemplated by Section 50(3.) of'the Public Utilities Act, 

provided further that this certificate shall b€ zubject to ,the follow

ing conditions: 

1. That ,except upon further certificate of this Commission 
first Obtained, applicant shall not exercise said fr:.m
chise' for thepurr,oze of supplying electricity, in those 
parts, or portions of said COUl'lt:r now being serve,d :,y the 
City of Ukiah; a."ld 

2. That the Co~ission ~ay hereaftor, by appropriate pro
ceeding a."ld o:"c.er, li~it the authority herein granted 
to applicant as to a..YlY territory within zaid Icou.'ttynot 
then being served by it. 

The effective date of this oreer shall be: twenty (20) clays 

from and after the date-hereof. 

C~lifornia, this ;?~~day of 

Cot'".missioners 


