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Deci zion ~!o .. 

BEFORE T:~ PUBLIC UTI:i:.ITIES COM!':ISSIO~~ O? T~ .STA-~ OF, CAL!?~?S!A 

) 
) 

crossing over the Vizalia Zlectric' ) 
Railroad on Acacia St:::-eet in the City) 
of ~'Joo.dlake, County of Tulare, State ; 

".. ,.. 1i"" .... ' , , o. ",ZI, .. or .. ~l.a.. / 

In the Y~tter o~ the Application of 
the 'City or Woodlake ,for :l railroad 

App11catio~ No. 29567 

'Robert E .. Noock a!ld Lc'Rov, jvicCorM1:ck oy 'Rob~rt E .. ~1oocr~, 
-------r.or applic~nt .. 
rt .. 'Ii! .. MveTs, for V1sa1iaZlcctric Railro~.d, proteztant .. 

By'this applicatio:l the City o!' v.'oodlnke reo.:ucsts an' 

order author1z1ne theconztruct~.on anc4 extension or ACZlcia Street 

at gra.de across the tra.cks of ,the Visal13, Zlect:-ic'Rai1road Company 

in said c:i.ty. 

A public heari:ig '\'las held in the Ci t;r of' ~/~oodJ.ako, ,on 

D"'c~~'Io.°r '_6, '9" i!l', b .to ""' 1 R 'f' ...... .... hi" h ti t· ........ _;.1.. _ ~ e ... or2 ,i:;Xc,::n ner .... !o.. .. .:..,.~""l.",er:, alJ w e me ne 

matt~r "ras :::'U~:nitted .. 
, " 

~here is no public crossing at zr~de .over the Visalia 

Electric R<l11road to.the west o~ t!:J.e p:-o,osed crOSSing wiihi~ t!le 
r , 

ci ty limits.. To the east tee follo\,:ing crossings a t gr~de e,..~st: 

one block distant, ?e!';,er Street; t'J10 blocks, Pa1~ Street; thl'ee 

blocks., Valencia Boulevard (State P'..ie;h~ayRoute 65); rour blocJ::s, ' 

!.fagno11a Street.. All of these streets lil<.:e'\1rise cross, or .... ,1.11 

cross at grade the sp~track of The Atc~1son,: TOy.le'Y.,a « Sa."'lta. :Fe 

Railway Co:pahy one block to the south.. The, block 'bet':leen the . 
, . 

Visalia Electric ane. the Sante:. jJ~ tro.cks l-...3.S b~en su'bdi O:1'1dcd ~md. 
I, 

. , ., Ii '. 

is occupied in~art by homes and industrial. a.."'ld, ·business . est<l'b11sh-

me~ts. To the south or tho' Santa- Fe tracks, 'bet\leen B:-avo' Street 
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o.nd Ropes Avanue is ~ddi tio!'lo.l zubdi vided ,roport,.-.. To the sO't!th of 

Ropes Avcr.\:c is a 10.r30 tract, ~'ri thin the city limi tz,' .. ~ .. hich ottez$ 

a vcr".! desirable a.rea for su'bdivisio:l anc. rnoderate'pric~Ci ho',;s1nz; 

, o.n': 1::1 part ~or factory 0:' i)uzin~zs cle-.,clop:lcnt .. 

,. 

The City of ',-!oodlake :5.sdesirov.s of r ... 1.vi!le t:1i: area 

opened anc ~de as readily accessible as possible to p~o~lote the 

develop=.er..t ·\·;i thin the city li:ni ts.. The proposed crossine' at 

Acacia Street will furt~cr t:~z oojcctivc.. It will als~ pro~~de a 

t'!ore direct al"lclless .hD.zardouz r01xtc be't'.·:ccn tl~c ne~i 3.l"ea a!lci. the 

. grammar ar..d :'ligh schools locnted d:i.rectl~" to the north.. ?.::rther, 
,. 

the proposed. crossin:; "!ill provide a 1':1orc convenient -route be~J(~Bn 

the area to the south, of the t:::aclcz a!'ld pOints to the \'l¢'St of ".tiood-
, . 

lake suc~.. as ,Visalia 2..."'ld, the mo.in north and soutl1 2ligb,,\·.cy through. 

the San Joa~uin V~11ey .. 
" . 

. ,haC. doubled ·zinc~·l,.40, that the p."ul~.tio:n "vtas expected to continue 

to .. groi'!, and that therei'ore t!le means or ~.n~ress a."ld-egrezs to 3!lcS. 

.fro~ ~he area underdiscvssion sho~ld 'be ::nade as convenient as 
" . 

reazonablypossibleto racili t~tei ts Zl'"o,\·rt!l anC:-develop:len~. 

The protest~"lt objected to the const~Jction of the 

c:roszine 'bccauz¢ of its r..azard a.."'ld' 'beca\.".ze other crOSSings ~'.rere 

available at no s;:-eo.t dis";ar.ce.. The "lizal:l.o. E1ectrlc ho.sone 

freieht train cich i.;ay daily .du=inZ'. five ~onthz' of ".;ho ".Icarano. 1:"..ro 

trains each ":0.7 da.ily durinG ::;cvcri mO:'lthz or the year. At thiz 

point they o,er~.te· at bat"lcen sj.;~ and eight' tlilcs . :pcr hot:r. Tl'lc· 

proposed c::oss'inz ca.'1 be constru~tea "'lith grades of al':prox1~tely 

2 por cent.. There is no i::l?~.ir:lent of t~c visibility at· the site 
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of the proposed <:rossing o.nd ~o record o~ ~ceidcnts' <it existing 

cros5ingz.. . It D.l'pco.rs tl~. t o..."1y l .... azard oxisting ~·ro'Uld not be incrcc.zcd 

by the construction o~ the p:toposed .crossing. 

It is our opinion, ~.:rter carefully rC-"icwing allot" th~ 

evidence int:roduced _ at' t:le hearing, th.:lt the o:p~ning of the 

proposed crossing is in the p1.::."ol1c intcrc~t o.nd tl"...O.t it co.:l 'be 

, used 'Iii th rco.sonal,lc sc.l'ety :lr.d 0. =in·1I::'Um or hazal"Q... Thct:!.'uthol"i ty 

.rc~uestcd 'should be grantad. 

A p~blic hearing havins'bec~ held ~nd b~scd upon the 

e"lidcncc adduced and cor.cl~sions o.nd f:Lndinss set f'or-:hin the 

opinion, 

IT IS Or'.DE..~D th.? t the City, or ~·'ooC!l.:tkc is. authorizod to 

construct 0. pu.blic crossi~z Cot zr:.6.c of Acacic. Street .... lith teo 

trc.cks of the Vi$o.lit:t::, Elect:tic Rtlilro~d Compf'>.ny .3. t the location 

~ore part1culc.:r1y described in the ·o.p;tlica·l;~on and zho~:n on the 

conc:.5.tions: 

1.. The crossi:le sJ.'l..al! 'be identified as crossing 1':0. 77-16' .. 2 .. 

. 2. 'The cro5~ing ~r~lf occonstt~ctcd of a ~~dth of not 
less t!~r.2lr t"cct at ,'In ~ng1e oro.:pp~oy.:tl':l3.tclY90 
degrees, to' -:hc r~ilroo.d, ~~i th grade of approach not 
in excesz. of .3 per cent. Construction sbo.ll 'bc c<1'1:131 
or supc~ior to the tY!'csho~lm o~ standard ~:o. 2 in 
the Cor.u:issio:l's Oonor:-.l. Order :~o. 72..Th¢ crossing 
shall be .protcctce by t~J10 !'To.. 1 crossing zigns .~::: " 
specified in the Core!':tission' s Gcne!'~l Or.der :~o .. 75-B .. 

3.. Tho entire expense or cons~cr'..!ct1nz t:'le crOSSing, . 
includ~ng the protect:i.on hcrcinordored,. sh:.11 be 
borne' 0'1 the' :tpplic~"'lt.. Th.e. costo'! l':.;linton:.nce, of 
thr~t por.tion 01" tho crossine'up to lines" 2 foetoutsidc 
of th90utside 1',0.11= zl1r. .... ll 'be bO:t:'lC ,by, tho applicant .. 
The cost of m:3.ir.::tonancebet·~ieen snid, lines, together' 
..,,1 th. -:~e cost of ~into.inin$ the protection 5b.D.11 be 
oornc by the Vi~ali~E1cctric RaiJ.roc.c. COnl'Pcny .. · .. 



4. Within 30 d~ys ~ltor co~,lction, pursuant to this order, 
.?pp11co.nt shall so ~dvisc the Cotm1ission in, ioJ'ri ting ", 

~hiz :::.uthorizo.tion sho.ll bcco~o void if not oy.orc:1.s~d 
wi tl'lin one year ".mlc ss t1:nc' bo ~xtondcd " or if. a Dove 
condit·ions o.ro not cO!:lplicd ";lit!l. Author1zc..tio!!l!!Z.Y' 
be revoked or ,rnocliticd if public convenience ,. nocossi"ty 
or safety' ~o reqd.rc ~ . 

Tho cttcct1vc date 0'£. this orde!" shall 'be 20 days. frvtl 

the date borcof. 


