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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMYuSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR11A . 

) 
In the Ma~~c:- of the Application of ) 
PACIFIC GAS Ai:D ELECTRIC COMPA.!'v-.c for a:l ) 
order of the Public Utilities CO:':l..""lission ) 
of· the S~ate of'. California granting. to ) 
applicant a certificate of public conven- ) 
icnce and necessity to exercise the right,) 
privilege and fr~nchise granted to, ) 
applicant by Ordinance' No.. 423 of, the )) 
Board of Supe:-visors of the COUNTY OF 
CONTRA COSTA, State of Califo:-nia.. )) 

(Gas) 
-----------------------------------) 

Ral nh I!!. DuVal' and F':"ederick T .. Searls for 
a.pplicant; w. E. Joh:"ls for CO<lst Cou.."'l~ies Gas 
and Electric Company; J. K. Horton of Pillsbury, 
~~dison and Sutro by Noel Dyer. 

o ? I. i;'! 0 N 
~ .... -~ .... ---~ 

Pacific Gas and Electric Co~pany, by this applicatio:l, 

request::: a certificate tMt public convenience and- necessity- require 

the exercise by it, of the right, privilege and franchise cOnl'erreci by 

Ordinance No. 423, adopted. February 9, 1948, by the Eoard of Super-

vizors of the County of 'Con~ra Costa. Said Ordinance grants the right, 

privilege and f:-anchise to construct, install, maintain and use gas 

transmission and distribution facili'Cies in the 'public streots of the 

county. 

The term of the fra.nchise is indeter::lina.te, ru..."lning until 

its s'Urrcnde::-, .:lbandonmen~ or fo:-fcitu:-c fo:- noncompliance or purchase 

by the state, county or other public corporation either voluntarily or 

by condem.."lation. Under the Ordinance, a fee is payable by the grantee 

to the county equivalent': to 2% of the gross an."lual receipts, a:-ising 

fro::l the use, ope::-ation or possession of the franchise. The eosts 

incurred by applicant in obtaining the f:-anchise arc stated to, have 
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been $361.10 and the applicant has stipulated that it,. itssueccssor 

or assigns, will never claim before the Commission" or be£'or.e any court 

or public body any value for the a~oresaid franchiSo in excess of the 

actual ,cost thc::."'cof. 

I:'l. its applica.tion, Pacific C:lS and Eloct::-ic Company alleg¢s 

that. it originally constructed and subsequently exe~nd~d go.s systems 

in Cont::."'.:). Costa Cou..'''l:ey and. engaged in the business of furnishing 3.nd. 

supplying gas service thc::."'cin u..~der the grant of P?wer and rights 

conferred by its charter and/or pursuant to !ranchis~s granted to it 

:J.nd/or under ce~ificates of public conver~encc' and necessity grc.ntcd 

. bj" the Co:nmis~ion to applicant in Decisio:'l. 1~o. 17625, dated 

November 15, 1926, in Application No. 131$1, and in Decision No.23'964, 

da'Ced August 17, 1931, in Application No. 16004. Applicant'S stc,te-

ment shows !'ranchises effective in Contra Costa Cou.."lty, prior to the 
, . 

adoption of Ordinance No. 423, identified as follows: 

Ordin.'.lTlcc ~To. 

134 
186 
203 

Ado~tcd Expiring 
I·:ay 4, 1914 June' 3, 1964 
Aug. 2, 1926 Sept. 1, 1976 
Scpt.2, 1930 Oct. 2, 1980 

Granting Franchjso to 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
Pacific Gas & Eloetric- Co. 
Pacific Cas'& Elee'trie Co. 

A hea~ing on the instant application was held bc~ore 

Examir.e~ Knerr at which no opposition to the granting of thecertifi

·cate was manifested. Paci~ic. Cas and Electric Company for. ~ny years 

ha$ served gas within the westerly' portion of the County'of Contra. 

Costa. Fro:'!l the. tes.titlony rC'ceivcd, it appears that tb.e only' 'person, 

i'irc., or public or private corpo::."'ation othe::- tM.n Pacific Cas and 

Electric.Cot:lpany now engaged in the business or furnishing, distribut

ing,o.nd selling gas in Contra Costa Cou.."'l"ty is Coast Counties Cas and 

Elcct.ricCompany which c.istrib"l;tes and sells gas in,thooe portions of 

the county lying cast of ~~ agreed b~unda::-y line which runs generally 
. , 

north and south along the ::."'oute of ~'lild Cat Creek and th~ ensterly 
" , / 

boundaries of certain subdivisions .in or adjacent to El Cerrito, 
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Ric~~ond, and Sar. P~blo and along State Highway No. 40 and thence to 

San Pablo Bay at Carrity. The respcc~ive service areas 6~ the twO 

componic: D.rc morcp~rticularly indicated. on the m:lP tiled as Ey"hibit J 

and said bo~ndary line is particularly described'in EY~ibit 4.in this 

proceeding. 

From the evidence of record, the Commission finds t~t public 

convenience and necessity require the eXercise by applicant of the 

right, privilege and £r~nchise ~anted to Pacific Cas and Eleciric 

Co~pany by 'Ordinance No. 42.3 of the Boa.rd of Supervisors.of Contra 

Coste County, subject to appropri~te restrictions, concerning the 

territory now served by Coast Counties Gas ~d Electric Comp~~y and 

the territory not now served. 

The certificate of public convenienc~ and necessity granted 

herein is subject to the fol19wing provisions ?f law: 

T~t the Co:n:nission shall l"..av·e no power to' authorize 
the capitalization of the franc~~se invo~ved herein 
or this certificate of· public convenience and 
necessity or, the right to own, operate or enjoy such 
franchise or certif·icatc of 'Oublic convenience and 
necessity in ,excess of the ~ount (exc,lusiveof any 
tax or annuo.l cnarge) . actually. p~idto the State or 
to a. political subdivision thereof as the considera~ 
tio!'l for the grant of such franchise, ccrti£ic~te of 
public convenie:lce a.~d necessity or right. .' 

?ublic hearing having oeenheld on the above-entitled 

o.pplico.tion, the matter having been submitted, and. the Cot'll'1lission being . . 

fully advised, .. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that P~ci£ic Cas and Electric Company 

be and it is granted a certificate that public convenience and 

necessity require the exercise by it of the right,_ privilege and 

franchise gra~ted to it by Ordinance No~42.3 ado?ted Feb~ry 9, 1948 

by the Board of Supervisors of Cont:"a Costa COll.."lty, sub'ject, however, 

to'the £ollo·o'Jing conditions: 
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(1) 

(2 ) 

That Pa.cific', Cas, and Electric Company shall',not, ~ 
exercise said.'franchise for the'purpose of, supply
ing gas to ,those par,ts or portions of Contra Cost~' 
County not now ,served'by it except' through exten
sions of its existing system ::.ade- in theord-inary 
course of business as,contemplated by Section' 50(a) or the Public ,U~ilitie$ Act; 

That Pacific Gas and Elect~ic Companysh.:l.ll not , ':' " 
exercise said'franchise for the purpose of distribut
ing or supplying gas~ in those parts, or portions' of 
Contra. Costa County lying east of the boundary line 
particularly: de'scribedin Ex.."'libit 4 in this proceeding. 
except upon further certificate of this COmmission 
first obtained; <lnd ' , 

That the Commission cay hereafter by appropri~te 
proceeding and order limit the authority herein granted 
to applicant, as- to 3ny territory ",.;ithin 's.lid county not 
then beillg served', by it. ' 

~ 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

from and -after the, da.te he'reof. 

.. ~f;t ~ , -, 
Dated at San Franc:ts,co, California, this 

~ VM1Ik< 19~,f:' 
'- 'day 0"," ; 

Comc.issioners 


