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Decision No .42440 

BEFORE T•• ... n~ PUBL! C UTI!.::: r:n;s::cO:I1M!SSImr OF THB STATE OF _ CA:.1IFOR.'J!A 

) 
In tohe, matter of the ,a:~'Olication of ) 
PAC·~·C .. ~~S ~·i·_~r' -·~';'·C':''''::-·C CO~'I-~"NY ~o!" ) ., .I. .. J. ''''''a ..... _ J!.~"", '.1\_ .... .1'.. J._ 

an oreer o~ the Public Utilit.ies ) 
, C " " I:' ... 'h ",...'... .(" C 1';:> ') On":'~SSlOr. 0. ... •• e, .;)ta..,e o. a l..orn:.a 
gr;,.n tins to applicant ace:-t:i.,i'icate " ) 
of public, conve:lie,nce anci :lecessity ) 
to' exercise the right, pri vilegeanc ' ) Application No .. 29555 
fral"lchi$e grantee. to applic:a.."'lt by ) 
Orciinance No.. 268 of t.~e Boare. of ) 
Superviso,rs '6! the,' COLm.TY OF SmJOMA, ' ) 
State of' Ca.lifornia,. ) 

(Gas} ) 

----------------------------) 
Ralph W. DuVal and Frederick T. Searls, for applicant. 

o P ! N ION -- ... ~-'--
'," 

Applico.nt requests a eertific.:..te or public convcni~nce and ;; 

necessity to exerc~se ri~~ts ~"'lci privileges conferred by Ordinance 

No .. 268' of the Board of Supervisors or Sonotla County, adopted 

Febrt:.a:-y 16, 1948, g;e.nting a franchise to install, :naintain a."'ld use - -

bas facilities in unincorporated areas ,of the cou."lt.y. The applicatio::l 
( 

w~s submitted without opposition at a public hca:-ing held" Ja.."'luary 14; 

1949, at Santa Rosa before E~iner Gregory. 
- . 

The franchise is of indeterminate 'duration and provides fo!:' 

a."'l. a.."'lm:.al fee of 2% ~ising irom its use ,: . opc!:'ation or ,?osse~sio:"., 
. payable by gran'tee to the cou.."lty. Costs· of acquisition of the 

franchise were st.ated to be :;;643.05, exclusive'of ~he.~50:£iling fee 

paid to 'the Corn.:ni'ssion. Applicantstipulat.ed that it, its' successors 

or assigns will never clai..-n before the, COIn.rnission, :a."lr' cou:-t or public 
.' 

body any ,value for the granti:i excess _of, ·its actual C'Jst .. 
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Pacific vas ~~d Electric Compar.y a~d its predecessors have 

supplied gas in portions of Sonoma. Cou."ity ~or many years. Except. i"or 

a non-co~petitivc propane- gas ,~~ility service,~u.-nished at Guerneville 

a."'ld its vici."'lity by N. E. \'laltenspie1 1 doin~ business as Russian R£vcr 

Gas COr.1.pa.."'lY, no other' public 0:- private. agency asido fromapplica.."'l.'C 

presently renders gas·sc:-vicein. the county_ Applicant stipulated that 

it does not p:-opose to compete ..... 'ith ~'1altenspiei in t.erritory he !'lOW 

serves or is authorized to serve. 

Applicant will not surrender ,exis~ing ~ranchiscs but will 
. '. 

henceforth 'makean."luo.l payments to -che county inaccorda.';'ce .... -ith the 

terms of Ordinance No. 26$. The indeterminate type franchise, in con

t~ast to a fixed-term grant, appears, to applicant, 'to 'oe more' desirable 

for qualifyinZ' its bo~ds as legal inves-cmcnts i'or s~vings ba."'lks a."'ld 

t:"ust. funds u."'lder va:-ious state. laws' which .rc.;uire "among other things, 
. ~ 

the 'possession ,ei~hcr of indet·er::lin~.t.c per.ni'Cs or o! franchises ext~nd-. 

ingbeyond the due ~ate of the bones. ,. 
" 

It' iscor.cluded . that :t-he rcquestec cert,ifica't~· snoulc. be 

grantee. covc::'ingthe presently served areas, to;eth~r with extensions 

mCic,c in the ord.inc.ry course of busin<:s's ,SUbJect' toappropri\lte r~- . 

"'''r';ct-;o''''s· cone' ........ -;"" .. , ... l-, '. '" .... 1.· ... 0 -.;.I""" ...... e ....... .:;.;, '-"'.!.~ ,...,t::r. \ill ry now served, or authorized to be' 

zervcc., by. ~r. E. ~.·:al tenspiel ancf to th\:! :'ollowinS provision of lo.w: 

That the Co~ission shall have no power 'to authorize.the 
ca~italization of the £r~~chise L~v.olved herein or this 
ccreific~tc of' public convenience andnecess,it'Y ,0:- the' 
ri~ht, to own·,.opC::t:'at,e or enjoy, such i'ranchlse:or ce~.i!'i
cate of public convcnienc'c and n~ccs$ity i!le;:cess .of the" 
amount (exclusive of a."ly tax or 2.nnual charg~) actually 
paid to tr..e State ortoa politica'l subdivision there·oi'. as 
w' 0'; ''''t' . ~ ""h' ... ~ .,... ~ h" . ", - '~i ... ... ne c ns ... ce:rCl. loon ... ·or:' ... e gr~"l ... 0... sue ..... ranc .lse, ,ce ....... ::.. ca..,e 
of public convenience a."ld necessity ·or. right" '. . 

o R D E R .... ---- ..... 

Public hearing having bci~n'held on the abovc~cntitled appliea-

, 'tion, the mtltter having been zubmit-ted, the Co::nniscion being fully ad

vis€:c a."ld hereby find.ingthat public convenience and nceessi'ty $0 ::-equre, 
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.':' 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 'th~t Pacific Gas and Ele.ctric Comp.?-.-ly be 

and it is gra."'ltcd a certificate of public convenience and neceszi'ty t.o' ., , 

exercise the rights and privileges conferred by Ordinance,,'No. 268' of 
. . 

the Board of· Supervisois .01' the, County of Son,oma,Sta'te of California, 

adopted February 16, 1948:, ri~hi~ suc'h parts or portions 'or said' :~6'~"lty 
, .' 

as arc now serv:cd by Paci'fic Gas and Electric Company or hereafter m.lY 

bE: served :by it through 'e?Ctensions of its' existing,syst'emmade in the 

ordinary course of business, as contemplat~d by,Section ,0 (a.)' of the 

Public Utilities Act 1 subject 7 however, to the fol~owin&, eo~ditions:' 
I ., • 

1 .. That, CAcept·upon 'f'l.:.rther certificat<: of this· Comtlission , 
first obtained, applicD.nt ehall not exercis~ said franchise 
for the ·purpose· of supplying g~s in' thoso"portions :of,' .' .' 
Sonomc. Cou.."'lty now being served 1 . 'or authorized to .b'e 'served., 
by N. E. 'ilaltenspiel, dOing business as Rus,si<:n River Gas 
Comp.my .and defir .. ed as t.h~ co:nmu.."'lities ot,Cuerneville, 
Guerncwood P.ark, and Rio Nido, a."'ld' their environs .. , ... 

2. ThD.t, the: Corn..-ussionmay harc:ai't,er, by appropriate proceed
ing and' order" limit the ~uthority herein grantee.' to 
c.pplican t ilS t.o t.lny t.erri t.ory 'Hi thin said. county not then 
being s<.!rvcd by it. " . , 

The effective date of this order sh~ll" be twenty (20) c.D.ys 

after the date hereof. 

Dat~d ~t.' Sar. Fr~4cisco, California, this _____ :.2.~~/_·~_~ __ ·_d~y 
oi ---......QtZ11d&~' ~~' '_,1949~ 

(J . a;J. 
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