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Decision No. 42650 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITI;i;~ cO!:;:,:rS3ION OF THE ST.~TE OF CALIFORNIA 

!n th~ Natter of the A~~lication of 
7)"''''I';.~IC r'.':::: :'·'·D ::'L';'C'T'R"'C C01'P;1I'V 
.... "'.. "",i'\.",, 1\. ... ' ~ ~ ...... '" io .u..,,. 
f6~ an ord~r of th~ Public Utiliti~s 
'" " .... 1..',.... f C .,' f . vO~~lSSlon o. ~I~e .:>tav~ 0 a~l Ornl.:l 
~ranting to ~pplic~nt a c~rtific~te 
of vu~lic conv~nionc~ and n0ccssity 
to ~x~rciz~ the right, ,rivilege and 
frc.r.chis0 e:ranted to =-:oplic..:.nt by 
v:rdin£lnco No. 2e of th~ City CO~"lcil 
of the CITY (.:'F ~:ASCO, County of Kern, 
State of Cali·fornia. 

(Zle ctric) 

Application No. 29839 

R.' ~':. DuVal by ~rederick T. Searls 
for applicant. 

C PIN ION ... -----~ 
Pacific Gas and Zlectric Company, b)" the above-entitled 

application, requests a certificate of ~ublic convenience and neces-

sity authorizing it to exercise the rirhts and privileges conferred 

by Ordinance No. 2S,adopted April 16, 1947, by the City c<>uncil of 

the City of r'·asco, granting a franchise to construct,. install, main-

tain and use e lectr:,'c tra~s:::ission and clistri bution fac'ili ties in the 

public streets, .. "a~ .. s and places wi thin the City of ·,:asco. The 

franchise is granted uncier the provisions of the F~ancr.ise Act of 1937. 

The term of the franchise is indete~nate, running ~~til 

its voluntary surrender or abando~~ent by the grantee, or forfeiture 

for nonco:npJ.ianc0 or ::>urchase by the state, municipal or other public 

corporation either vol~~arily or by condemnation. Under the ordinance, 

a fee is p~yable by the ~antec to th~ city equivalent to 2% of the 

gross annual receipts of said grantee arising fro~ the use, c~eration . 
or possession of the franchise, b~t in no event ~~11 the paj~ent be 

less than 1% of the gross annual receipts fro~ the sale of eiectricity 
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~thin the city. Applicant's wi~ness stated that the annual pa~ent 

under the fortlula is :31,171 estimated for tht:;} ye~r 194$, and should 

be hibher in the future if ann~al sa~es incre~se. Grantee is also 

required to p~y the city a sum of coney sufficient to reimburse it for 

.:..11 p~blicatior4 expenses in connection with the gr:mtint of the fran-

chis0. The costs incurred bj" applicant in obtaining the .franchis~ ere 

ste.ted to have been ~~85.40, of v:hich :;50 reprf;:lsents the filing fee 

required by Section 57~ of the ?ub:!.ic Utilities Act, and the·;::pplico.nt 

hns stip~l~ted that it 7 its succe~sors or assigns \\~ll never claim 

befo!"'e the COt".rnission or before any court or pu.blic body any val'ue for 

the aforesa.id francl;is~ in excess of the actu.al cost thereof. 

!.1r. Jat:'les F. :?olla!"'cl, ·,.,ri tness for the applicant, t.estified 

that electric service .... 2.5 :C:'rst re~dered in the cO::JI:iul'li ty on ' 

Februar)r 22, 1912 by the Sen ~oaquin Light and Power Corporation. In 

1930 o\mership of the San Joaq1,;in Li,$t ~"ld Power Cor?oration T,oTa.S 

acquired by the ?acifi c Gas and Electric : or.-.;.> any , t.he applicant herein. 

Povrer service to this commu.."lity is o~tained fro!:! a 12 1 000-volt distri­

bution line from ~:asco Substation which is in turn fed from the 70 kv 

trans~ission network bringing energy from the utility'S interconnected 

hydroelectric and steam electric f,enerating plants. rtpplicant's 

~rese~t local syste~ comprises 13.8 miles of distribution pole line and 

6.1 miles of street lighting ci!"'cuit. 

Prior to the incor'porat.ion o~ t.he Ci t.y of t'lasco, applicant 

was rendering electriC service within the present city boundaries under 

Kern County franchise, granted by Ordinance No. 339 of said county. 

Certificate of public convenience and necessity " .. as formerly granted by 

the California Railroad Co~ission under Decision No. 34491, dat.ed 

August, 12 J 1941, in !\pp1ication No. 23154. Applicant plans to render 

~11 future service ... lithin t.he city li:::.its of the City of \I!asco under 

the terms specified by Ordinance No. 28 of the City Council of the City 

of ~:!esco, and .... '111 abandon such service under the county franchise as 
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500t1 as i ~ o'ot,ains .::. ce!'tif'ict..te of p\:.olic conv~ni(mc~ and necessity 

rro~ thi~ Co~ission • 

. ~. he~::"ing O~ the instant applica~::'or. ~::J.S held before! 

obJ oct to th~ granting (-,i' t;·.ic certi.fica.~e. F:"o=~ the t(~sti::ony rc-

otr'~r thhn ?:;.cii'ic Gas and :::;'cctric Comr>a.:::1 is :'OW enr:oged in the 

di$~rib~tinr) end selling 0lectricity in the 

:. t or its prodecessors for ma=.)" y~ars have so 

·".",r··ed ,..1." .. 'r"'i .. "r .... no" co,." ........ .: ... .:""'~ ('" -ie.' Cl·t'· . -'" ,,- .. ,,~ .... r;. t .. t.",,-, ; ~.. ....~,f .. .... -:>.,;. ... \.: v(4_ .! • 

Froo the evid~nc~ or record, th~ Co~~ission ~indz that ?~blic 

ri~tt~ p::"ivilog~,'and fra~chis~ ero~t~cl to Pacific c~s and Electric 

Co:!,:::any by C::-c1inanc0 Ko. 2$ ot the 8i ty COimcil of t11~ Ci t.y of :,.7asco. 

'(0) Tha.t th~ ::O!;,.:ni~sion shall h:tvl:. no ?o\\'~r to autboriz.a 
th,,~ c.:l.?itc,lizo.tion of the ':''':''&.''lc~i:~ involved hor.::in 
ot' thi~ c.::::."tific.-1':.(': of ':'Jl.l~lic convcn!.i;!nc~ and n~C0S­
sity or tho ri~ht to O~~, opa~at~ ~r ~njoy such 
.franchiz~ or c~~t,i.fi cat~ of 'Ou.b.i.ic convc!'!.i·.mc~ .:l.:ld 
necc~sit. y ir. "tXC'; S5 of t.h.::: :.:.moun't (~xc::'\4si vo of 
~ny tr:..~: 0::" ·~l'ln'..!:.l cl":.::Irp:;:!) ;lctually pa.id to the 3tat~ 
0:" to ~ floIi tical s'Jodi vision t::er.eoi' :::5 t~e con.sid­
·~r:-'tior:. for tr.c ;::;r~nt ,.,f such franchis.:) c.~rtificD,te 
of ,:;u'olic cor.v·.:.::-.icnC3 and n:,:cc3si'ty 0: rif:,ht. 

(b) ':'h.;..t t:~~ f'r:';':"Lchi~~ invCllv~c !-.c;r~i~ sht:lll ~~"l.ar o\: 
gi vcr. ::.n)' v".li;.~ .b~foro ':''!'lY c~urt or other ~'-l.thori ty 
l· ... ~, ... 'I.. ·""o,...~:...ll.'n'" 0" "' ... ~, c"'PI·"'~·c"·~r l.'''' cvc~s'" 0'" "h.:.. •• f:oIt"'J ':;:IR. ~\;t::I...,I.. (.."l .. ..;..... "'H,.".:'" I"I\:; ;.".' ~..;; • v .... 

cost ":.c the r.'::,,·::.n't.~~ .,:, the ncc.:::ssar,," ';:)ublication and 
any ot::,::!" :; ... -:l pnic :,,~ .• it to th~ :~unicipalitY t:1crefor 
at t:~,~ tit'.v. c! the ac'!uizi ~ior:. t!:~:'l3or. 

?uolic h~~rin;. havi~?- c~en h~ld en ~h~ ebov~-e~titl~d appli-

fully advisee., 
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IT IS H~REBY ORDER2D that Pacific Gas and ~lectric Com~any 

be ~nd it is grant~d a certificate that public convenience a~d neces­

si t:' require the exercise by it of the right, pri vileg~ and franchise 

granted to it by Ordinance No. 2e, adopted April 16, 1947, by the City 

Council of the City of ~;asco, County of Kern, State of California. 

The effective do.te of this order shall b~ twenty (20) days 
.. 

~ft~r the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California this day of 

2fd 1949. 

Commi 5si oners. 


