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BEFORE THS PUBLIC UTILITIES C0iIIS.ION OF THE STATZ OF CALIFORNTA

In the matter of the application of
PACIFIC GAS AND ZLEZCTRIC CCIPANY for
an order of the Public Utilities .
Commission of the State of California
gronting to applicant a- certificate
of public ccnvenience and necessity
to exercise the right, privilege and
franchise granted to applicant by
Ordinance No. 205 of the City Counecil
of the City of Xingsburg, . County
of Fresno, 3tate of Californmia.
(£lectric)

Application No. 30146

e i S L WL AL RS L WL NP N L N

. Ko 7. DuVal by Frederick 7, Searls for applicant;
‘Van B, Felarty for City of Lingsburg. :

OPIXNION

Pacific Gas and Zlectric Company; by the above-entitled
application, requests a cértificate of public convenience and ncces-
sity authorizing it to cxercise the rights ahd privileges conferred-by
Ordinance Neo. 205, adopted November 15, 1948, by the City Ccuncil §f'
the City of Kingsburg, grinting o fronchise to construct, install;
maintain and use electric transmissicﬁ and distribution facilities in
the public streets, ways and places within the City‘of Kingsburg.

This franchise as grented under the provisions of the Franchise Act
of 1937, is for any and 21l purposes othet‘tpgn;phqsg,aunhaﬁizednﬁy
applicent's constitutional franchise in this area.

The term of the franchise is indsterminate, rumning until its -
voluntary surrender or ab&ndonmént by the‘grantee;“or.fbrfeiture'for

noncempliance or purchase by the state, muniéipql, or othér public
corperation either veluntarily or by condemnation, Under the ‘ordinonce

2 fee is payable by the grantee to the city;equivalént.tomtworper~cent :
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anual receints of cudd grantee arizing frou the use,

operation or vocsession of the franchise,'but in no cvent will the
payment be less than one=-halfl vner cent of the rross annual receipts
sale of electricity within the city. Applicant's witness

stated that the anausl pavment under the fermule is $471.25 on the |

basis of the l?bé level of business und unoald be higher in the future
'if annual sales increase. Grantee is wlso required to pay the city a
sum of money sufficient to reimburce it for «ll publicution expenses

in connection with the granting of the franchise. Thu costs in seurred

by applicant in obtaining the franchise ure stated Lo have beer

-

$32.73, exclusive of the $50 filing fee recuired by Section 57% of

the Public Utilities xc¢t, and the applicant has stinu vlated that it,
its successors or assigns will rnevar clainm befbre the vomm&balcn or
before any court or public body any value for the aforesa*d frunchmsc
in excess of the actual cost thcreof.

Ir. James F. Pollord, witnesz for the applicant, testified
that elzetric service was first rondered in the community in 1903 by
the 3an Joagquin Power any. In 1905 the utility was reorganized -
and renamed the San Joaguin Listhe Qnd Power Corporatioh. In'1930
ovnership of the San uoaquln Licht and Power Corpofa ion was acqﬁiré&

by the Pacific Gas and Zlectric Coupany, the applicant herein. ‘Power:
service to this community is obtuined from a'*2 000-vols distribution
network supplied frow 2 substation, which is in turm fed'from the 70'kv _
and 110 kv transmission network, bringine energy from‘the uziiity's -
interconnceted hydroelectric and steam clectric goncruting bl4ntg.
Applicant's prescent local system comprises 12.8 miles of clstrlbutzon
pole linc and 4.3 miles of street lishting circuiv. |
Applicant's witness testified that herctolore the
coupany was renderinz elec ric service within the prcsent

city boundary under a "econstitutionul frenchise,' which.
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right vas acquired through acceptance of the offler contained in -
Section 19 of Article XI of the Constitution of the State of
California; as said section existed prior to itc amendment on
October 10, 191Ll. Applicant plans to conduct its future business
in Kingsbturg jointly under the constitutional franchise‘ahd Ordinance
No. 205. thle applicant was not reguired to dbtain this franchise
to continue most operations within the city, it believes that it will
obtain benefits ané advantages commensurate with the annual cépts. |
In particular, it will assist in the cualificaticn of applicant's
securities as legal investments for savings banks and trust'funds
under the laws of various states. |

A hearing on the instant application was held before
Commissioner Fotter and Sxaminer Zdwards on April 8, 1949, at
Kingsburg. At this hearing no one entered any objection to the
granting of this certificate. Fron the testimoﬁy réceived; it‘éppears
that no persen, Sirm, public or private corporation‘other thén racific
Cas and Electric Company ig now engared in the business of furnishing,
distridbuting, and selling electricity in the City of Lingsburg, but
that it or its Predecessors for many yearé have so served the terri-
tory now comprising said city. |

From the evidence of record the Commission finds that public
convenience and necessity regquire the exercise by applicant of the
right, privilege, and franchise granted to Pécific Gas and Electric
Company by Ordipance No. 204 of‘the City Council of phé City of

Kingsburg,

The certificate of »ublic convenience and necessity granted

herein is subject %o the following provisions of law:

(a) That the Commission shall have no power to authorize the capital-
ization of‘thg franchise involved herein or this certificate of
public convenience and necessity or the right to own, operate or

v
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enjeoy such franchisc or cervificate of public convenience and
necessity in excess of the amount (exclusive of any tax or amnual
chargu) ‘setually paid to the State or to a political subdivision
thereof as the consideration fer the grant of such fronchise,
urtlIlCutC or publlc convenience and necessity or right.

That the ¢ranchise involved herein shall never be given any value
before any court or other authority in any proceading of any
character in excess of the cost to the grantee of the necessary

publication and any other sum paid by it to the munlclp_lity
therefor ot the time of the 2cquisition therect. .

QRDER

-

Public hearing having been held on the above-entitled appli-
- cation, the matter having been subamitted and the Comuission being
fully advised,

I7 I3 HZRE3Y ORDERED that Pacific Gas and Zlectric Company
- be and it is gronted & certificate that public convenience and neces~
sity require the exerciSe by it of the right;'privilege ané franchise
granted to it by Ordinance Now 205; udopted Fovember 15, l9h8;‘by the
City Couneil of the Cipy of Hingsturgz, County of Fresno; Stéte'of
Californiz, | '

The effcctive date of this order shall be twenty (20)*déys
after the date hereofs _

Dated at 3an Francisco; California this . Jad day of
, 1949 |
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