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BEFORE THE PU'.dLIC UTILITIES CO;j·:IS.JIOK OF THE STATZ OF CALIFOru!IA 

In the m~ttcr of th~ ~pp1ication of 
2ACII;'IC GAS ;;lID ZLECTRIC CCLP.ANY for 
a~ order of th~ Public Utilities 
Cocoission of the State of California 
gr~ting to ~pplica~t Q·c~rtificate 
of public ccnv~ni~nce ~nd neces~ity 
to exex-cise the right, privilege ~nd 
fr.:mchise gr.:mt\;!d to applic~t by . 
Ordin;ltlce No. 205 of the City Cou."lcil 
of the City of Kingsburg; . County 
of Fresno, St.:..t~ of C~lirorni.l. 
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) 
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Applic.:iion No. 30146 

--------------------------------) 
ft. :~. DuVal by Fr0derick ? S~:..rlsfor applic:lllt; 
Van E. E·cC.~rty for Cit)~ of l'.in~sburg. 

Pacific Gns <lnd Electric Comp~y, by the above-entitled 

cpplic~tion, requests ~ certific~te of public convenience ~nd ncces-

sity ~uthorizing it to exercise the rights mld privileges conferred'by 

Ordin,~ce No. 205, adopted Nover.ber 15, 194$, by th~ City Council of· 
. . 

th0 City of Y.ingsburg, gr:..nting r... frc.nchise to construct, inst:lll, 

o~i~t~ir. ~nd use e1~ctric tr~nsmissior. and distribution f~ci1ities in 

the public stre~ts, w::.ys and pl.:!c€:s \-:i thin the City of Kingsburg •. 

This fr::lnchiso ~S ~r<1nted under the provisions of .the Fr:,;.nchise Act 

of 1937, is fr)r ~ny c.nd 2.11 purpos~s oth~~ tp.an. tho_s.c.auth.~.r:iz.ed .by 

~pplic~ntts constitation~l franchise in this ar,~a • 
.. , ... ",.". ~ ... 

The t~rm of the fr~chise is ind~termin~te, running until its 

voluntary surrender or ~b.:.ndor.:lont by the grrulte0,,, or. forfeiture· for 

nonec.'mpliD.nee or pureh.:1.se: by the st~t.::, :nu.""lie,ip,?,l, or other public: 

COrpcrJtion ~ither vcluntJrily or by cond~mn~tion. Under theordin~ce 
~ ~ee is payable by the grantee to the city. eC!ui valent to· two per .. cent 
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o;:>eratior. or po:;;sessio:: c'! the franchise, but it .. no cve:1t \'lill the 

payment be less t,ht.."'l or.Q-h':·.li' :J(::r c(mt of the cross annual receipts 

frol:: the sale of Jlcctricity "t.'ithin the city. Applicant's \·titness 

stat~c! that th0 an:1u~l po.ym~nt under th~ formulc:. io ~47l.Z5·on the 

basis of th~ 1948 level of busi~ess ~nd should be hi~~cr in. the future 

if annual sales increase. Gr.:mtee is ~lso reouired to -oav the city J. 
... !. to 

sum of Qon~y sufficient to rci~buro~ i~ for ~ll public~tion exp~nses 

in connection toJl th the grantine of th~ ir-?.nchise. Th0 .costs inc1.4rrti:d 

by appliciJ.nt i:1 obtainine the frari:hise :.:.rc stated to ha":~ been 

~32. 73 1 exclusi vo of the ~~50 filinl'; fee rec.uired by Section 57~ of 

the Public Uti1iti~s .I"~ct, and th8 a,plicant has sti!'1,;.lclted that it, 

its successors or assigns ~ill neV0r cla~ before th~ Co~ssionor 

before any court or public boey any value for the afor~said frQnchise 

in excess of t ne actu.:tl" cost. thereof. 
,. . • .r. J .., ..... r~s ~ Po' ., ~r.l ~,u.L\,;I ...... ....a.~ {J.., ""itn~zz for 'th~ applicant) t t!stified 

that electric service , ... o.s first r~:-.dcr~d in tho comtlunity in 1903 by 

the San Joaquin POr/ler CO::l,any. I:1 1?05 the utilit.y ... ras reorg.:;;.~i·zed 

and renamed the San JOD.~uin Li~ht. "~"lC ?6\"~'r Corpor.::.tion. In 1930 

o'llr:t'lt:)rship of the San .!oaCiuin !.i~ht and PO"v-!er :::orpora tion ",·~s <lcquired 

by the Pacific Gc:'s .:..nd Zlectric Co:.:;,?any 1 tl~i.! ':l?plic.:tn't herein. Pot ... ~r 

sc:rvic~ to thi s co:::ununity is o'bt;:~int!d from ~ 12,OOO-volt d.istribution 

n.:::tVlork su.pplied froi::.l 0. substation, v .. hich is in turn ~odfrom the 70 kv 

and 110 k,· tr~s::nission n~t" .. ork, brin~inr: eni;;:rgy fro::l the utility's 

intcrconncct~c. hydroelectric '::":ld ste~ ~:'ectric s~n..:.:r~tine pl~ts. 

Applicant's present loc~l syst~~ co~~ri~~s 12.8 mile: of distribution 

po1~ line ~nd 4.3 mileS of strc~t li~htinr circuit. 

Applicc..nt's · .. fitness t~st::'fiod thc.t herctoi'orc the 

cor;~pany \':':'5 r',mderi:lS el~ctric s~rvi ce ~d 'thin the present 

city boundary under a I'consti~ution ... l frl".nchise ,It \'ll~ich. 

-2-



EL 
A-;0146 Corr. 

riG~t ~~s acquired throu~h acceptance o~ the offer contained in 

Section 19 of ;"~icle XI of thc Constitution of the State of 

California, as said section ey~sted prior to its aoen~~ent on 

October 10, 1911. Applicant p1a.~s to conduct its future b1lsiness 

i:'1 Kingsb'J.rg jOintly Under the constitutional franchise and Ordinan'ce 

No. 205. '::'nile applicant was not required to obtain this frw,chise 

to continue ~ost operations wi thin the city, it believes that it will 

obtain benefits and advantages co::r.mensurate 'I;:iih the annual c07ts. 

In particular) it 1·:111 assist in the ¢.',.;,alification of applicant's 

securities as lezal investments for savintr.s banks and trust funds 

under tr.e la\'."s of v&rious states. 

A ~earinz on the instant application was held before 

Coml';'lissioner Potter ~nd Sxat:iner Sd"'l~rcis on April 8, 1949, at 

Kingsburg. At this hearinp. no one entered any objection to the 

grantin~ of this certific~te. Froe the testi~ony received, it ~ppears 

that no person, :::"ir::l, public or pri vatc corporation other than ,?acific 

Cas and Electric Cotlpany is no~': engaeed in the 'busi~ess of furnishin.?:, 

di stri'butinc 1 a."1.d selline elec~rici t:r in the City of Y.in;::s'ourg , but 

, that it or its ,redeccssors for ~any years have so served the terri-

tory nO'l>i compti Sing said city. 

From the evidence of record the Commission finds that public 

convEmience and necessity require t:he exercise by applicant of the 

right, privilege, and fr~nchise granted to Pacific Gas ~"1.d Electric 

Company by Crdinc;.ncc 

Kingsburg. 

205 of the City Council of the City of 

The certificate of p~blic convenience'and necessity granted 

herein is subject to, the i'ollor..'ing provision.s of la,.;: 

(a) Teat the Commission sh~ll have no po"t':er to authorize t~e c.:l.pital
izat.ion of the franchise involved ht:reir.. or t~is c~rtificate of 
public convenience a~d necessi~y or the ri~ht to o~n) operate or 

-3-



.... " .. " 

i:L 
A30l46 

(b) 

enjoy such £r~nchisc or c0rtific~te of public convenience ~nd 
n~ces$ity in excess of the ~ount (exclusive of ~ny.taxor annual 
chnrgc) '::.ctu.:llly p~id to the State or to :'l poli tic.:l subdi vi~ion 
th\:rco!' cs the considero.tion fer the gr~t of such fr~ehise, 
ccrtii'ic:.te or public convenience and necessity or right. 

Thllt tho i"r:.1nchise involved her..:in sh,lll never be giv.;;n o.ny value 
before o.ny court or other Iluthori ty in.:ny proceeding of o.ny' 
cho.ro.ctt:r in excess of the cost to the,gr~tl;:e of' thl:!.necessary 
public::.tion and <lnY oth0r sum paid by it to the I:lunicip:ll.i ty 
therefor c.t the time of the :-cquisi tion th.::rec.f. " 

O'R D E R --..---

Public he~rinz h~ving be~n held on the cbove-~ntitled ~ppli

. c~tion, the ~~tt0r h~Ving been submitted ~d the Co~ission being 

fully :to. '\ti soC;!d , 

IT IS ORDERED th~t P~cific Go.s Qnd Zlectric Comp~y 

be ~d it is gr:ntcd ~ certific~t~ th~t public convcni~nce ~d neees

si ty r.;:quire the excrcis~ by it of the right, 'pri vil~g~ .:md fr.:mchise 

gra.'Ilted to it by Ordin:mc~ I~o,. 205, :.:.dopted November 15, 1948, by the 

City Council of the City of l':ine;sburg, County of Fresno., St~to of 

Co.lifornic,·. 

Th~ ~fi\.:ctive d~te of this order sh~ll be twenty (20) days 

~ft~r th~ cl~te hereof~ 

D~ted at S~n Fr~cisco, Co.liforniu this 

-....,;:..u::i4.«:jiQ,l' ~ __ , 194.9,. 

a;?-.~·~~ 

~'ltM. .;.~~~ 
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