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Decision No. 42876 

BBFORE THE PUBT .. IC· UTILITIES Cm;:~:ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the matter of the application~f ) 
PACIFIC JAS AND ELECTRIC cm·!p ANY for ) 
an order of the Public Utilities ) 
Commission of the State o£ Calii'c1rnia ) 
granting to applicant a certificc:ite of ) 
public convenience and necessi'Cy to ) 
exercise the right, privilege ane: ) 
franchise granted to applicant by ) 
Ordinance No. 212 of the Beard of ) 
Supervisors of the COUNTY OF YOLO, ) 
State of Cali i'ornloa • ) 

(Gas) ) 
-------------------------------, 

Application No. 29S36 

Ralph W. DuVal, by Frederick T. Searls, for applicant.· 

o PIn ION --------

Pacific G~s and Slectr:lc Company, by the above-entitled 

application, request sac ertificate of public convenience and neces- ' 

sity authorizing it to exercise 1~he rights and privileges .conferred 

by Ordinanc e No. 212, adopted JUl:le 7, 1948, by the Board of Super-
I 

visors of th e County·of Yolo, gr,mt ing a franchise to c'onstruct, 

install, ,maintain and use gas tr,ansmission and distribution facili­

ties in the public streets of the county. 

The term of the Zranchise is indeterminate, running until 

its surrender, abandonment, or forfeiture for noncompliance,. or 

purchase by the state, county ,or other public corporation, -either 

voluntarily or by condemnation. Under the ordinance a fee i~ payable 

by the grantee to the cou..."lty equivalent to 2% of the gross 3..:~nual 

receipts aris ing from th e use, c,peration or possession -of' th'e fran­

chise.. The costs incurred by al='plicant in obtaining the franchise 

are stated to have been C392 .20.. Applicant has stipulated that it 1 

its successors or assigns will IJ;ever claim bet ore the Commission or 

before any col.li'-t or public body any value for the aforesaid franchise 

in excess 0 r th e act ual cos t th E~reof • 
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In its applica~ion Pacific Gas and Electric Company alleges 

that it and its predecessors originally constructed and subsequently 

,extended gas systems in. Yolo County and engaged in the business of 

furnishing and supplying gas service therein under one or a combina­

tionof the following authorizations: (1) under the grant· of :power 

and rights' conferred by their cha:rters; (2) under and pursuant to' 

franchises granted to applicant or its predecessors ;(3) under ' 

certificates of public convenienc1e and necessity granted by the 

Commission to applicant by lJecisil~n No. 8209 in Application No.:' 5999, 

and tecision No. 30459' in App1ica1:ion No; 21200 •. Applicant '5 . 

statement shows four franchises e:tfective in' Yolo County prior to 

the adoption of Ord:.nance No. 212,. -Those franchises are identified 

as follows: 

Ordinance 
No. 

39 

103 
lOS 

148 

Adopted, 

July 7, 1903 

July 12,1920 
Nov. 21, 1921. 

Ja.n\ 19, 1937 

Expir:Lng. 

July'?, 1953 

Aug. 11, 1970 
Nov. 21, 1971' 

Feb. 19, 19B?' 

Granting Franchise 
To.' 

'\'lashington' Electric Gas 
and Fuel Co. 

Paci.fic Gas and Elec:tric Co.. . 
Pacific Gas and Blec:tric Co.-

Paci£ic·'.aas 'and.~£lectric ao. 

A hearing on the instant application was held at Woodland 

on April 20, 1949 ,before Examinex' Gregory. No opposition to the 

granting or the eerti.£'ieate wa:; Jlltj,n.i£e.:sted. •. Pac.i£ic'Ga.l5 and Elee-er1e 

Company and its predecessors for D~ny years have served gas within 
. 

the County of Yolo, &1 though appl:1.cant' s existing distribution 

i'acilities do not extend to all pc:rtions of the county;. From the 

testimony received it appears that, no other public or private agency' 

presently renders gas service in the county. 

From the evi,dence of record the Commission finds that 

public convenience and necessity require ·the exercise by applicant 

of the .ri ght, !J ri vilege and franchise granted to it by Ordinance ,,' 
No. 212 of the Board of ~up ervisors of the County of Yolo, State of 

Ca11fornia. . 
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The certific:;tte of publ:Lcconvenience and n'ecessity 

granted herein is subje ct to the :Collowing provisions of law:: 
\ 

That the Commission shall ha~,e no power to authorize the 
capitalization of the lranc~Lseinvolved herein or this 
certii'icat e of public conven:Lence and ne cessity or the 
right to own, operate or enjoy such franchise or,certifi­
cate of public convenience alld necessity in excess of the 
amount (exclusive ot any tax or annual charge) actually 
paid to the State or to a political subdivision thereof 
as the conSideration for the grant of such f'rancltise 1 
certificate of public ccnven:Lence and necessity or rlght. 

oa~~B 

Public he aring' having b~~en held on the above-entitled 

application, the matter ;"aving beEm submitted end the Commissi,on 

being fully advised,· 

IT IS HiRl::I3Y ORDERED thcLt Pacific Gas and ElectriC C,ompany 
" 

be and. it is granted n c ertificatE~ that public convenience anc neces-

sity require the exercise by it of th e r1ght, privilege and franchise 

gr~nted to it by Ordinanc e No. 21~~ ~ adopted Ji.U'l.e 7, 1948, by the 

Board of \Jupervisors 01 the County of, Yolo, State of California, 

subject however, to the follo\,ling conc.itions: . 
1.· That Pacific Gas and .t:.:lee:tric Company shall not exercise 

said franchise for the purpose of supplying gas in those 
parts or portions. of the County of Yolo not now served by 
it, except through extenslions of its existing system made 
in the ordinary course of bu.siness as contemplated by 
Section 50 (a) of the Public Utilities Act; 

2.. 1ha t the COlr.::ni ssion may hereafter, by appropriate pro:eeeding 
and order, limit the authority herein granted to applicant 

, as to any territory wi thj.n said co unty not then being;· 
'served by it .. 

The effective date of this order sho2l1 be twenty (20) 

daIS after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco 1 California, this 
;1 

17 - .. day 

of ~ ,1949. 

, ""," ~ \" :., . 

.. ;- Commissioners 


