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STATE OF CALIFORNIA~ 

Decision No. ------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO?·~!ISSICN OF THE 

) 
In the matter of the application of r 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC CO~~A~~ for ) 
an order of the Public Utilities ) 
Commission of the State of C2.1ifornia ) 
grantin~ to applicant a certifica~e ) 
of public convenience' and necessity ) Application No. 29$72 
to exercise the right, privilege and ) 
frc.nchise granted to· applicant by ) 
O:-dinance No'. 153 of the' Board of ) 
S~pcrvisors of the COUNTY OF EL DOP~DO, ) 
S~a t c of California. ) 

(Elec'tric) )' 

------------------------------) 
Ralph :'.T. DuVal, by Frcderi ck T. Searls 7 for applicant. 

OPINION ..... ~- .... ---... 
Pacific Cas and Electric Company, by the above-entitled 

c.pplication, requests a certificate of public convenience and· neces­

sity authorizinr. it to oxercise the rights and privileges conferred 
. . 

by Ordinance No. 153, adopted July 6, 194~t by the Board of Super­

visors of the County of El Dorado, gr~nting a,frenchise to construct 1 

install, maintain and use electric transmission and distribution 

facilities in the public streets of the ·county. 

The term of the fr~nchisc is indeterminate, running until 

its surrender, or aba~donment, or forfeiture for noncompliance, or 

purchase by the state,. county, or other public corporation, either 

voluntarily or by condemn~tion. Under the ordinance ~ fcc is p.?y~blc . 
by the grantee to the county equivalent to 2% of the gross uIl.."'l.ual re-

ceipts arising from the usc, opcr~tion or possession of the franchise. 

The costs incurred by applicant in ob't3ining the fr~chise are st~tcd 

to have been $29$.. Applicant MS stipulated th.;-.t it, its successors 

or assigns Will never claim before t~c Comreission, or before ~ny court 
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or public' body, any valu~ for the aforesaid fr~ncbise in excess of 

the actu~l cost thereof. 

In its applic.!l.tion, Facific Gas and Electric Compa.ny 1l11egcs 

that it and its predecessors originnlly constructed and subsequently 

extended the electric syste~ in El Dorado CO'..lnty and engaged in the 

business of furnishing and suppl.rying electric service therein under 

one or more of the following authoriz~tions: 

(1) under the gro.nt of power and rights conferred by their chartors; 

(2) under and pursua.nt to the rr~n~hises gr~ted to ~pplic~nt or its 

predecessors by the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado; . 
(3) under a certific.!l.te or public convcr.ience ~nd' necessity grcntcd 

by the Co=unission to applicant in Decision No. 30462, dated Januc.ry 3, 

1938, in Appl1cction No. 21356 •. Applicant'S statement shows '~wo . 
fro.nchiscs effective in El Dorado County prior to the adoption of the 

newest such ordinance •. Those i'r:lnc:u.ses ere identified as folloW's: 

Ordinance No. Adopted Expiring Granting Frnnchise to 

57 ?J:~y 4, '1899 May 4, '1949 El Dorado Power Comptlny 
111 ~·1arch 2, 1937 April 1, 1987 Pacific Ga~a.nd Electric 

Company 

A he~ring on the instant. application was· held at Placerville 

on l ... pril 20, 1949, before Exa:niner Gregory. ,No opposition to the 

grnnting of the certificate was ~anifcsted., Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company and its predecessors for many yeax:s have served' electricity 

Within the County of El Dorado', o.lthough applicant'S existing distri­

bution facilities do not extend to all portions of the county. From 

the testimony received, it eppears that the·only p~rson, firm, or 

public or private corpor~tion other than Pacific Gas and ElectriC 

Company now 0ng~ged in the business of furnishing, distrib~ting and 

selling electricity in E1 Dorado County is Sierra Pa.cific :Power 

Company. Sierrc. Pc.cific purchc.ses a su'bst~ntia1 portion of its 

electricity, through 3. connoction at Summit, in Placer County, from 
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Pilcii'ic C:'I;S and Electric Company, ."2nd distributes and sells said 

electricity to customers under an agreement, between applicc-.nt and, 

Siorr~ Pcei£ie dated ~~rch 4, 194$, ~pproved by tho Commission in 

Decision No. 41537, dated April 27, 1948, in Applicatio,?- No. 29221. 

In El Dorado County, Sierra Pacii'ic distributes ~nd sells electricity 

in the territory lying eC'.st of the s'U!lll'Ilit of the Sierr:l Nevadn 

r·!ountains, including the territory lying c.long e.nd adjacent to the 

\<;est c.nd south shores of Lake Tahoe. Applicc.nt does not compete with 

Sierra Pacific in furr..ishing electriCity to the inhabitants of El 

Dor~do County, and has stipulated that the certific~te of public con­

venience and necessity requested herein is not sought for the purpose 

of iluthorizing it to enter into territory now supplied by. Sierra 

Pacific, or to compete with Sierrc. Pacific in territory of the County 

of El Dorildo now served by Sierr.l Pilcific. 

From the evidence of record, the' Co~ssion finds that pub­

lic convenience and necessity require the exercise by ~pplicilnt of 
-

the right, priyilege ilnd frilnchise grilntcd to Pacific G~s c.nd Electric 

Compilny by Ordinilnce No. 153 of the BOilrd of Supervisors of El Doredo 

County, subject to ~ppropriatc restrictions concerning the territory 

now served by Sierra P~cific Power Company. 

The certific~te of public convenience ilnd necessity gr~~tcd' 

h~rein is subject to the folloWing provisions of law: 

That the Commission shall h~ve no power to author­
ize the cilpitalization of the franchise involved 
hercin.or this certificate of public convenience 
and necessity or the right to own,. operate or en­
joy such franchise or certificat~ of public con­
venience ~d necessity in excess of the amount 
(exclusive pf any t~x or D.nnua1 charge) actually' 
ptl.id to the St~te· or to ~ po1itic:tl subdivisi.on 
thereof ns tho 'consideration for the grant of 
such £rc.nchise,. certificate of public convenience 
end necessity or right. 
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o R D E R ... --- "'- - ..... 

Public he~ring h~ving be~n held in the ~bove-ent1tled 

applicntion, the matter hllving been submitted and the Commission 

being fully ~dvised, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Paci£ic G~s ~d Electric Compcny 

be ~d it is granted a certificate th~t public convenience ~d neces­

sity require the exercise by it of the right, privilege end franch1s~ 
" " 

granted to it by Ordinance No. 153, adopted July 6, 1948, ·by the 

Bo~rd of Supervisors of El Dor<ldo County, subject, hO''fever,. to the 

following conditions: 

1. That P~cific Gas end ElcctricCompe:ny shall not 
exercise said franchise for the purpose of supplying 
electrici ty in tl'lOSC parts o.r porti"ons .of El Dorndo· 
County not now served by it, ~xcept through extensions 
of its existing syste~ mcde in the ordi~ry course of 
business, "-$ contempl~ted by Section 50{a) of the 
Public Utilities .~ct; 

2. Thc.t p"~.ciric Gns c.nd Electric Company shc.llnot 
exercise ~id frc.nchise for the purpose of supplying 
electrici ty in tho$c pc.rts or portions of E1 DO~<ldo . 
County now served by Sierra P~cific ?ower Compo:ny,. 
except upon further certificD.te of' this Commission 
first obtained; ~nd 

3. Thct the Co~~ssio~ ~~y here~fter) by~ppropri~te 
proceeding ~"ld order, limit the ~uthority herein 
gr:lnted to c.pplic~t ~s to:lnyterritory within s:lid 
county not t~en being sorvedby it. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) d~ys 

after the date hereof. 

~ngelcs, C:;:liforni~, this _/:..-oJ-_--_. _. _ dc.y of Dated ~t Los 

-----..9-h<1..~4<21<&:w;· CQ.,,.;:::;;..;.----, 1949". 

, 
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