
e 
A.30137 - G:JG 

,Ii, .. 

Decision No. 42942 
'..r;~;-!i.'· ,i,'",,,:. .. . 

.. : .. / j i I ...., ) • ,"I,' I I', 

.... ~ ... ,~j! /t'!/ ,.~ !/t I 

._, 1.... /1;,/1.'" if 
"" '-' - •• " I .. f':J If 

BEFORE TEE Ptr.61ICT ... "TILITIES CO~·'iISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORIv"'IA 

In the !~tter of the Ap,lic~tion of ) 
the Board or Supervisors of the , ) 
County ot Stanislaus, State of ) 
California., for a crossing over tbe) Application !-To~ 30J.37 
right of 'l:tay of The Atchison, Topeka) 
~ Santa Fe Rail''lay Company, in ) 
Section 30, T. 2 S., R. 10 E~, ) 
M.D~B. & M. ) 

GEORGZ SWATZEL andEERT M. CAR1~R, JR., for applicant. 
1!ILLIA1! F. BROOKS~ for The Atchison, Topeka ~ Santa 

Fe Railway Company, protestant. 

OPINIO~T -_ .............. _ .... -
In this applic~tion the ~oard of Supervisors of Stanislaus 

County requests authority to construct a crossing at grade of 

Elear.(or !.venue ''lith the Oakdale Branch ot The Atchison, Topeka C:. 

Santa Fe Rail,.,ay Compa~y in the v1cj.ni ty of Riverbank in that 

county. A public hearing was held at }fodesto on May 13, 19l.t-9, 

before E,:axnner Gannon anci the !:latter was submitted. 

The Oakdale branch of The AtChison, Topeka" Santa Fe 

Railway Company extends in an easterly direction from the main 

line at Riverbanl<, to Oakdale, a distance of approximately 5 miles. 

In the vicinity of the proposed crossing, this track is located 

pa.ralle1 and adjacent to Patterson Avenue, an east and "lest road. 

Eleanor Avenue is a north and south road. about 2 miles east o£ the 

main line extend1n~ from Patterson Av~nue, southerly, some two and 

one-half miles, and serving an agricultural area. Eleanor Avenue 
. . 

also extends northerly from the northerly right or "TaY line of 

the railroad, approx1ma. tely one mile, to a. connection ,-,1 th the 
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State Highway No. 120. It is not open, however, across the rail­

road right, of way, and a~~licant asks authority for such opening. 

In the vicinity of the proposed crossing the area has 

been subdivided int'o small acreage plots and, in general, open 

traveled streets or roads are located approximately a quarter of a 

mile apart. Several of the north and south streets cross the 

railroad, the nearest to Eleanor Avenue being Snedigar Avenue, a 

quarter of a mile to the west, and Lang\'lorth Road, three quarters 
, 

of a mile to the east. Santa Fe Avenue, an east and west road a 

quarter of a mile north of Patterson Avenue, extends from Riverbank 

to'~ichardson Avenue, one-half mile east of Eleanor Avenue. Santa 

Fe Avenue is an extension of the main retail business street of 

Riverbank. 

At the hearing, applicant urged the opening of the Eleano~ 

Avenue crOSSing, alleging that certain traffic is inconvenienced 

and forced to detour to adjacent crossings. Particular stress 

was laid on milk pick-up trucks w'1th routes in this district. 

A map of the terri tory '\ITaS introduced as Exl'l1bi t No.1, 

showing open traveled roads in the area and also the volume of 

traffic using certain of these roads. These figures indicate 

that dur"1ng the full 24 hours of the day checked, 199 vehicles' 

used Eleanor Avenue south of Patterson and 17 traveled on this 

Avenue northward from Santa Fe Avenue. The volume of traffic 

using the Sned1gar Avenue crOSSing wns 130 cars, and 141 vehicles 

crossed the tracks at Cla.us Road, one-half mile ",est of Snedigar 

Avenue. The amount of traffic using the Langworth crossing is 

not shown but the count does ,indicate that only 78 cars used this 

road south or Patterson Avenue. The total traffic having occasion 
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to cross the railroad in the tuo-mile section bet\-reen Claus Road 

D.ndLangworth Av'enue is not over 400 cars daily. 

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company opposes 

the opening ~f the new crossing at Eleanor Avenue,' pointing out 

tha t there are now four crossings ,·11 th this branch line between its 

connection with the main line in Riverbank and Langworth Road, 

less than 3 miles to the east. i:Jhile traffic on this branch 

line track is not heavy, each additional crossing does add to the 

potential hazard and prote~tant urges that the. application be 

denied. 

We are of the opinion that there are now sufficient 

crossings With the railroad track in this area to adequately take' 

care of the present and expected traffic. It may be ,that a small 

portion of the Eleanor Avenue traffic is forced to detour to the 

adjacent crossing 'at Snedigar Avenue for a limited, local use on~y. 

The volume cannot be very great, however, Since the total number 
'. 

of vehicles using the latter crOSSing, including those so detoured, 

was only 130 during a 24-hour period. Residents on Eleanor-Avenue 

to the south of the crossing are not inconvenienced in traveling 

to and from either Riverbank or oakdale, the nearest shopping 

centers,and those to the north of the railroad can also travel to 

and fro~ these points without crossing the. railroad tracl~ at. all. 

In fact, they 'Would have to go out of their way to so utilize 

the crossing. 

A crossing at Eleanor Avenue, in lie'll or the existing . 
crossing at Snedigar Avenue, would space the crossings more evenly 

and probably serve thecomcunity more conveniently, but such 

relocation is a local problem, to be solved by local authorities. 
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There is certainly no public ne~ess1ty for creating an additional 

crossing. The application will be denied. 

o R D E R - - - - ... 
The Board of Supervisors of Stanislaus County having 

filed th~ above entitled application, a public hearing having ,been 

held thereon, the matter submitted and ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that said application is denied. 

The effective date' of this order shall be 20 days atter 

the date hereof. 

. , .. Dated at~ a~£) • ~ California, • this 
~ / --- -

day of \,~!J. 1949. 

( ..... 
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