
Decision ~:o.. __ ~_"",_-?'_O_39 __ ®rmD~DfftJ&.! 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC.· UTILI'!'IES CO!·:r:aSSION OF THE ST.\TE OF CI!.LIFORNlA. 

) 
In the Matter of. the Application of ) 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COr·~A~!Y OF ) 
CALIFORNIA \lnder Secti.on 50 (b) of . ) 
the Public Utilities- Act: for a ) 
certificate th:.o.t 'Oublic- convenience ) 
a.nd necessity. rc'quirc the exerc-isc ) 
of the rights and privileges,granted· ) 
by Ordina;nce !':O.. 429 of the County ) 
of Ventura, California~ ) 

-------------------------------) 

Application No. 30289 

LeRoy r.1. Ed.w~rds and !1I'.i1£0rd. Spri::l'ger, 
by Milford S'Oring~r fo-: applicant. 

OPINION ----- ........ 
Southern Counties Gas Co:npo.ny of, califorrJ.a by the abovc

entitled application requests ~ certificate' of public convenience and 

necessity authorizing ittoexercis~ the rights and privilogcs con!crr<:d.. 

by Ordinance No. 429, adopt9d April 5, 1949, by the Bo~d of Supervisors 

of the County of Ventura) gr~nting a franchise permitting tho inst~ll~-

·tion, maintcro.nce and use of a e;~s dist.ri"oution andtrnns:ission.system 

in the public- streets of s~id county. 

Th~ fro.nchisc referred to> 0. copy of ... :hich is attc.ched to the 

applicp.tion and designated 3.$ Ex."libit· Tt;" Tf) is of' the Broughton ;'ct type 

o.nd is for 0. period of 40 years. A fce is p~y~blc :1nnu.:ll.ly_~: to ,the 

county cquiv::J.1cnt to two per cent of tho ~oss :.nn~~l receipt·stu-ising. 
. . 

£'r~rr. 'CAe us~, opcr!"tion or possession of the rr~"lchi::1o, but noi less 

than a S\lr.l equivalent to ;~5 per :::1i10 for c.?ch 't ... l0 inches. of internal 

diameter of 0.11 pipe lines inst::' lled under said i"r.~nchiso., 

The costs incurred by applicant in obtaining the rr~nchisc 

o.nd certificate :lre st."'.ted to h~ve been $4.7l.4S·. 

Applic~nt hasstipulo.tcd th:.'t it, its successors or t~signs, 

will never claim be£orc the Commission, or ceforeany court o,!-" public 
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body, .:lny vo.lue for thclforcs.lid·fr~nchise and certificc.to. incy-cess 

of the actUAl cost thereof. 

A public hearing on this application was held by ~:iner 

Crenshaw at which no objection to the grc.nting of the certifico.tc -;"o.s 

mo.nifcstcd .. ' 

;"ccording to' testimony presented at the h~~ri.ng; o.pplic.int 

has been rendering go.s service in Ventur~ County under ~ fro.nchise 

gr~nted by Ordi~nce No. 208 by the COU!'lty of Venture., which expired 

on r-:~y 7,1949; therefore, it was necessary for Cl.pplico.nt to obt~in~' 

new frc.nchisc fro~thc County of VcnturCl.. 

As this utility has for ~ny,ycars served go.s in both the 

incorporated ~nd unincorpor~ted areas of the County of Vcntur~ without 

co~pctition, it is evident that the certificate applied for should be 

gr:,.nted. 

The certificate of public convenience end necessity gr:.nted 

herein is subject to t·he following provisions of "l:!w: 

Tho.t the Cornoission sh~ll ~~ve no power to authorize the 
co.pitalizo.tlon of the fr~nchisc involv~d herein or this 
certificcte of public convenience and necessity or the 
right .to own. oPJr ... ~te or enjoy such fro.nchise Or certifi':" 
c.'lte of publicconver'.ience a.ne. necessity in excess of the 
amount ( exclusive of o.r.y ta.x or .·:'.nnu:ll ch.:rgc) !lct~11y 
pO-ie. to the St~te o'r tc 0. political subdivision thereof 
0.5 the considcr:::.tion for the gr:.nt of such fra.nchise, 
certificate'of public convenience .'lnd necessity or right. 

o R D E R 
~ ....... ~-

Applic:.tion A'lS o.oov,e entitled having been filed, :l public 

ho~ring h~ving been held thereon, the ~ttcr ~vingbecn submitt0ci, the 

COr=1ission being full: .... ~dviscd in the pre:lises .'lnd hereby finding th:.t 

public' convenience and necessity so require, 

IT IS BEREBY ORDERED thc.t Southern Counties G:lS ,CO:lPo.r..y of 

Cclifornio. be ~nd it is hereby gr~ntcd a. cortific~tc th~t public 

convenience :lndnecessity require the exercise. by it of th0 rig..i.t, 

privilege and fri.tnchise t;r~nted to it by Ordina.nce No ~ 429, .:.c.cptcd 

April 5, 1949~'bythe Bo..'!rd of Supervisors of Venture. County, subject, 

however, to the follOwing conditions: 
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1. 

2. 

Th.lt the Southern Counties G:lS CO:1p.lny of C:llit'orni~ sh:::.ll 
not exercise ~id £r~nchise for the purpose of su?plying , 
gas service in' those p~rts or portions of Ventura Cou..."'lty 
not now served by it, exc~pt through extensions of its 
cxisting.-system mdc in the ordin~ry co'uz'$'¢" of business, 
~s con~empl~ted by Section 50(a) of the, Public Utilities . . 
.~ c ... ; 

That the Cc~is$ion m~y hcre~~cr, by apprcpri~t~ proceoding 
"nd order,limit the ":luthority h.erein gr~nted to ~pplicant 
3.S to :lny territory within SD.id county not then ,being scrv\)d 
by it. 

The cl'£cct.ivC! d"-te of this order sh,::.ll be twenty (20) days. 

tlftcr the do.te hereof. ;t 
Dctc :It ,San ,Fr~ncisco, ~lifcrni~, t.his .2 f -' d:::.yof 

~ , 1949. 
(J 


