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Decision No. ~·~05~ , 

BEFORE THE PTJ.3LICUT!LITIES COMMISSION .OF ~BE ST:i.TE OF CAI.IFOBNIA 

. ~ , . 

In the Matter ,1':>1" the Application of the) 
County of Fresno,'State of California, ) 
for per~s$1on to construct and maintain) 
a.public highway at grade across the ) 
right of way and track of. the Southern ), Application No. 29952 
Pacific Railroad, at its intersection ) 
with Kame Avenue ,between Stroud Avenue ) 
and Bethel Avenue, 10 Fresno County, ) 
California. ) 

Robert M. W~sh" Deputy District Attorney, Fresno" for applicant. 
L. Klohs, County Road Comc1ssioner, Fresno, for applicant. 
at S" Myers, Southern Pa.cific Company, 1.nter:estec1 party. 
c. F.W~1te, AssistantD1strict Engineer, DiVision o~H1ghways, 

District 6, Fresno, interested party. 

OPINION -. ......... ' ......... - ... 

In this application the County of Fresno requests autho

rity to construct a. publ1c h1ghw~y, known 3.$Kamm A.venue, at grade 

across th.e main line traek of Southe.rn Pacific Company, a.t a point 
. ' 

about It :n11~s northwest.,ot Kingsburg. A public, hearing was held 
'. , \ ,.. . 

at Fresno on May 12, 1949, be.fore Examiner Gt-.nnon, at which the 

matter was submitted ~.nd is now :ready tor dec1sion. 

Ka.mm Avenue is an east and west road which, in the 

vicinity of the present crossing, lies along th.e'; 11llebetween 

Sections 15' and 22' of 'T .16$, R22E. ,YL.D.:S .• '& M. It extends for 

several miles both eas~ end west or the ra1.lroad but. is not op~n 

. across the' track as an established public crossing. Use is made, 

however, or an existing pr1vete crossing located in Section 22, 
. . 

about ~O teet 'south of the true line or Mnu:l Avenue. Jt connection 

by a dedica.ted.county roa.d has been made to this crossing and used 
, . 

ror many years, and the county now desires to h3.ve the private 

crossing made public~ 
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The main valley line track of Southern Pac1·:f."ic Company ., , 

is loc~ted in a gencr~l northwesterly and southe2sterly direction 

at this po1nt, extending diagonally aeross the township. State 

Route No. 2. U. s. 99:, a 4-1ane divided highwa.y, is parallel to ,end 

adjac.~nt to the westerly side of the'railroad right of way. Bethel 

Avenue, a north'and south county road, lies along the west line ot 

Sections, 15 and 22. and extends for a considerable distance both 

north and south of the railroad and the State Highway., Bethel . , 

hvenue does, however, cross thetraek (Crossing, No. :S~2.23 • .7) at a. 

point approximately 1,000 feet northwest of th~. proposed crossing. 
. ' 

The n~arest crossing to the southeast is at Stroud Avenue, an east 

and west county road one-half mile south of ~~ Avenue. !his 

latter crossing was a.uthorized by the CommisSion less thari: a yea: 

ago in Dec1sion No~ ~20l?; on J.pp11cat10n No. 29600. .r.. mile to 

the ~ast of Bethel Avenue is l .. cademy l\.venue, a Ilorth and- south 

road' leading directly to Kingsburg. 

This dis~r,ict is agricultural in nature ?oDd much or the 

~rca is 1n vineYards.·, There aI"e eleven residonces located nlong 

Ka~ ~venue between the railroad and hcademy ~venue. The occupants 

of ,these homes have two routes 1nto KingsbUrg, one being that 

easterly along K~ Lvenue and southerly along Lcadoay Road 

directly into the town. The oth6r route is westerly by way of 

the priva to crossing to the State Hi'ghway, theDc~ southeasterly 

into Kingsburg. or the two routes, the tormer is :l:lore direct 'for 

practically all of this traffic', with the cxcept10nof that originat

ing near the railroad. Traffic to the north ~d, west, however, 

does eppear to use the existing crossing. ~h1s. is particulerly 

true With respect, to' traveling from the Kame ~venue area cast of 
. " 

the railroad to a raisin roceiving station located east of the 
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ra.ilroad in the vicinity of the Bethel Avenue crossing • 

. View conditions at the erossing, which,it is proposed 

to convert from private to public use, are obstrueted to' thC! 

south by a small knoll some 200 feat 4istant through which the 
. . . 

railro~d pess~s in a cut. In the other direction the view is 

fairly open. Opposite th~ crossing the surface of t~e northbound 

roadway.of the state highway is about five feet below the level ot 

the ra11rop..d and a. somewhat steep westerly approach gra.de results. 

The present grad1ent varies from oight to ten per cent. To reduce 

this grade would involve considerable cost. The easterly approaCh . . 

grade is about six per cent. The existing crossing ,and a.pp~oaehcs 

are narroW' and inadeq,ue.te for e. two-lane highwa.y. 

The crossing also ~s the inherent hazard ' common to all 
. . 

grade crossings whero e trunk highway and a railroad are side by' 

side.. 1~11 of the traffic over the grade eros sing involved here1n· 

will be req,u1red to turn into or out from, the adjacent h1gh-spe~d 

highway and the highwaytraff1c often detracts a driver's attention 

troe tho rail hazard. Rail traffic conSists of r~om 20 to 36 

movements daily, depending on the season.. Eight of these movements 
~ 

arc passenger tre1ns •. Speed restrictions vnry trom:t:if'ty miles 

per hour ror':frc:ights to seventy-rive miles per hourfo:: stream

line trains which generally move at ~~1mum =peed1n this territory. 

The proposal to establish a public crOSSing at this 

location was before the Commission in 1926, in !.ppl1cation No. 

12660, and in DeciSion No. 17035 that application was denied~ 

l .. n engineer from the Commission'S: statf testified in the 

ma tter, presenting photographs illustra.ting' present-day cond1 t1ons, ' 

and ste.ted that, in his opinion, the previous t1nding1s proper. 
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It i S 1)ointed out th~t certain highway t:-~!f1c" to and:t:rom the 

raisin 'receiving station rQrerred. to,' :%lust c:oss the"railroad 

twice aIld also incur the hezards of entering" end crossing the " 

Sta~e Highway. 

In view of the re'cord 'in this proceeding "1 t is the 

opinion ot the Cocm1ssion, and wesotind,that the application 

should 'be denied. 

The above-entitled applica t:t on b.e.v1llg 'been filed, a 

pub11c hearing having 'been held,. and the Commission be1ngMly 

advised., 

IT IS ORDERED that the application of 'the County of 

Fresno tor authority to construct a. pu:011c hi'ghway, . known " ns' K4mm 

Avenue, o.cross ,Southern Pacific Company's track, as applied'tor 

herein, is denied. 

~he effective date ot this order shall'be 20 deys~after 

the date hereof. 
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