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Decision No. L2085

BEFORE THE PUELIC-UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE 0? CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of the )
County of Fresno, State of California, )
for permission to comstruct and maintain)
a.public highway at grade across the )
right of way and track of the Southern )
Paclfic Reilroad, at its intersection )
with Kamm Avenue between Stroud Lvenve )
and Bethel Avenue, in Fresno County, )
California. | )

Application No. 29952

Robert M. Wash, Deputy District Lttorney, Fresno, for applicant.

L. Klohs, County Road Commissioner, Fresno, for applicant.

R. S, Myers, Southern Pacific Company, Intérested party.

C. T, Waite, Assistant District Engineer, Division of Highways,
District 6, Fresno, interested party. -

OPINTION
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In this appiiéation the County of Presno requests autho-
rity Yo construct a pudlic highwgy, known az Kamm Avénge, at grade
across the main line,tfaék of Soﬁthgrn‘?acificCpmpany, at a point'
about 1% miies‘hortﬁweéﬁuof Kingsburg. 4 publiQ’heéring was held
at Fresno on’May 12, l9h95.befoie Exahiner.Gannqn,'gt which the

matter was submitted and is now ready for decision.

Kamm Avenue 1s an east and west.roadrwhich, in the
vicinity of'the‘present crossing, lies along thé}liﬁeﬂbétween
Sectlons 15 and 22'of'T.165,RZZE.,'M;D.B,a M. 'it‘éxténds for
several miles both east and west of the railroad but {s not open
_across the track as an'established public crossing. Uée 1s made,
however, of an existing,priVate.crossing locate&‘iﬁ Section 22,
about 400 féet‘éouth of the true line of Kamm A&enue. 4 connection
by 2 dedicated county road has been made to this croésing and used

 for meny years, and the cownty mow desires to have the private
crossing made public.
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The mein valley lime track of Southern Pacific Company

is located in a general nof%hwesterly and southeasterly direction
at this poih* éxtending diagonally ocross the township. -State
Route Vo. 2 U. S. 99, a 4-lane divided highway, is parallel to and
adjaccnt to the westerly side of the railroad right of way. Bethel
Avenue, a north and sou*h county road, lies along the west line ori
Sections 15 and 22 and ¢xtends for 2 considerable distance both
north and south of the railroad and the State Highway. Bothel
hvenue does, however, cross the track (Crossing No. 3-223.7) at a
point approximetely 1,000 fecet northwesst of the proposed crossing
The nearest c"ossing to the-southeast is 2% Stroud Avenue 5 21 eaat'
and west county road one-half nile south of Kamm.ﬁvenue.',rhis
latter cro sing was authorized by the Commission less than 2 year
ago in.Decioion No. 42017, on Lpplication No. 29600.' L mile to
the east of Bethel Avenue is Leadeny Avenue, o north and south

road 1eading directly to Kingsburg.

This district is agricultural in nature and much of the
areé 1s in vineyards. There are eleven residences located along_
Kemm Avenue between the railroad and hLcademy Lvenue. The occupants
of .these homes have two routes into Kingsburg, ono beingotha:
cesterly elong Kemm Lvenue and southerly along Leadenmy Road
directly into the town. The other route is westerly by way of
the private crossing to the State Highway, thence southeasteily |
into Kingsburg. O0f the two routes, the former is more direct for
practicaily all of thia traffic, with the oxception‘of‘that'originat-
ing near the railroed. DTraffic to the north and west, hoﬁever,
does ppoear to use the exlsting cro;sing. This 4is particulerly
true with reopcct to traveling from the Xamm Avcnae area cast of

the railroad to 2 raisin receiving st~t4on loceted cast of the
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railroad in the vicinity of the Bethel Avemue crossing.

View conditions at the crossing, waich it 1s proposed
To convert from private to publie usé, »e obstructed to the
south by a small knoll some 200 feet distant through which thé
railroad pesses in 2 cut. In the other direction the view is
falrly open. Oppoaite the crossing the surface of the northbound
roadway.of the state highwe.y‘ 1s about five feet below the level of
the rallroad and a somewhat steep westerly'approééh,grade‘results.
E The present gradient varies from oight to ten per_Cent. To reduce
this grade would involve conéider“ble cost. The eastérly'approach
grade is adbout qix per ¢cent, The existing-crossing.and'appxoaches

areé narrow and inadequate for & two-landc highway;

The crossing also has the.inherent hazard common £o 211
grade crossings whezé'a trunk highway and a railroad are side by
side. L1l of the traffic over the grade'crossing‘invol§ed herein:
will be required to turn into or out from, the adjacent high-speed
highway 2nd the highway‘tfaffic often detracts a driverfs atteﬁtion
from the rail hazerd. Reil traffic'consists of from 20‘to 26 '
movements daily, depcnding oh the season. ZEight of these movements
arc passenger trains. -Speed restrictions vary from fifty miles
per hour for- freights to seventy-five miles pe* hour for strcam—

line treins which generally nove ‘at maximum ,peed_in this territory.

The proposal to establish a pudblic crossing et this
location was before the Commission in 1926, in Applicction No.
12660, and in Decision No. 17035 that application was denied.

Lin engineer from‘the Commission'sjstaff testificd-in the
matter, presenting phdtograpﬂs illustrating present-day conditions,
and stated that, in hié_opinion,'the previous finding_is’préﬁer;
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- It 1s pointed o?t that ¢ertaln highway traffic, to and from the-.
raisin ‘receiving station feferred to5’mﬁét érdés"thefrailrbad
twice and also incur the hezards of enteriﬁg'and érbééing the -
State Highway. | |

In view of the record in this proceeding it is the
opinion of the Commission, and we $o find,that the application
should be denied. |

QRDER

The above-entitléd applicatioh heving been filed, a
public hearing having been held, and the Commission being'fully
advised, - | |

IT'IS ORDERED thet the application of the County of
Fresno for'authoriﬁy to construct a public highway, known as Kemm
‘Avenue, aeross .Southern Pacific Company!s tracﬁ, as applied for
‘herein, is denfed. | | |

The effective date of this order shall be 20 days-after
the date hereof.

‘Dated et San Francisco, California, this__ o7 £ __ day
of C:;;§4411£1 o | \
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T COMMISSIONFRS,




