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BEFORE THEE PUBLIC UIILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAIR OF‘CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
the County .of Tulare for a.Railrcad ) g
. Crossing over. the Atchison, Topeka & ) Application No. 29979
Santa Fe Railroad in Section Y%, Towne)
Z}ip 2% South, Range’ 2%-East, M.D.3. g
M

leroy NcCormick Coun*y Counsel, and 2. M, Nickerson,
Deputy, Court: House, Visalia, for applicant.

,w111iam ¥, Brooks, {or The Atchison, Topeka axd ‘Santa‘Fe
: Ratlwey Company, protestant.

9 PINION

In this applicatibn fﬁléie'County;reQuests authbrity
to establish. 2 new public crossing at-grade:wﬁth'the‘ﬁain'line:
and side tracks of The Atchison,fTOpekaand'Santa'Fe‘Réirwgy |
Company At Allensworth in that -county. Public hearings were held
on Mey 12, 1949, and June 13, 1949, vefore ,xaminer Gannon, and
at.the-1atte:;hegring'thu matter was submitted fOr-decisiqn.

The originel applicgtion was filed on sanuaryl17,“-9n9,
but at the. hearing in Visalia on’ May 12 1949, 1t: develOped that
the location of the crossing as. shown on exhibits pttached to- that
,gpplication_was not,that.desﬁted by the county.-AOnaJuneuz,'19%9,
an emendment to the gpplication-was'filédIsubstituciggﬁfeeised”
Bxh;bits "A".and "BW,'showing*the‘crdssing~axﬂitS'corréctWI6cation.

Allensworth is a -small townsite laid out on ‘the. wester y
Sside of the railrozd a number of years ago and rather sparsely
‘developed. At onme. time a store was located -at this point dut 1t
has now been ¢losed, A church ahd,a-branéh'public.liﬁrary'aré-

-maintained, and the‘settlemeht is also a soc;al’center‘for,employees




- of the large acrcage farms located'in_this'district."The,rchxd

shows there are 68 registered voters in the Allensworth precinet.

In the vicinity of Allemsworth the main line of the Senta
Fe extends Iin a'general northweéterly and‘southeesterly diréctio@.
on the easterly side of the rallroad acToss from the. townsite
there is a parellel highway kpown as’ the Central Valley nghway
which has been opeéned end improved during recent years..'the
neerest existing public crossings connectzng this h*ghway with the
district west of the railroed aré No. 2-93t. 2 two miles to the
north, and No. 2-922.8 about 2.#‘miles t0 the_soutp. It is
possible o reach the. community of Allénsworth‘over'these croesings
by way of existing county. roads, on the westerly side of the raile-

road,‘bux these roads are not constructed to a high.standard and

the volume of travel probably.dOGS-not warrant toq-lé?ge gn

expenditure for improvement.

Atithe presenf;time,there is 2 p*ivate'crossihg, located
2t the point where 1t is. proposed to estadlish a public crossing, :
which comnects the Central. Valley Highway with Grant Drive, a |
* parellel street on the westerly side of the railroed. ;n;s cro$sé
ing has been in existence for meny years and since the opening of
the new highway forms a conveniént means of access ahd egress
between Allensworth townsite and the mein highway. In its existing
condition‘the crossing is rarrow with very steep;appfoach:gradgs,
- approximately 10 per cent on the east.and.lé per ceﬁt‘on :he Qést.
' Woile a portion of'the'croésing in the track area hes bdeen oiled,
- the remainder of thefroad‘is sizmply a dirt-trévelod”way. It s
“the desire of the county to widen and Improve the °urface of this

~road and to reduce the extreme approhch grades to approximately
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3 per cent.

‘The nai;way onposes the application, taking the nosition
thot travel to and from Allensworth cen use the ékisting cerossings
to the north nnd‘tne south. In addition to tnc pain line there
are two side tracks at the site of the proposed crossing, onc a
passing track and the othcr a siding which is often used for
storing freight carss Tho obscured view cccasioncd by the presence
of these cars 1s stressed, and therc.is also some obstruction
eansed by scvcral small structures on the raierad right-of-way
- on the westerly side of the main lined The railroad's engineer
8150 points out that thc‘prOpcsed‘inprcv ments to the ro~dway and
the epproach grades will encourage faster driving~and lcfs ceution
with respect to crossing the track. |

Railrond'traffic consistS-of 8 regular pcssengér t*ains
dcily, traveling &t speeds up. to 95 miles an hour, and 10 or more

freight trains de ily with extras according to scasonal rcquircmsnts.

There 1s no proposal to abolish the existing priv;te
crossing and singce the Central anley Highway with 1ts higher '
standard of comstruction is naturally 2 more attractive route to
vthc north gnd south then one over two m;les of substandard county
road,  the crossing will e uoed as. the most convenient entrence
to the town. -Also, itlis not recasonable torexpect‘that trgfﬂic
origineting in the arcea opposite Allensworth andecstccf,the'
railroed will tnavel severallmiles simply'for the puésssé of
getting across tneftrack whentnenc 1s'£ncther‘means:of'doing‘so.
The-distance betwcen cnisting pnciic‘cnossingsﬁis'morelthcn'h
milss and since the proposcd crcssing is approximgtely half-way '
betwccn the two crossings it would appeer to be a,logical location
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for a new crossing. TUnder the circumstances the Commission is of
 the opinion that theru is sufficient necessity for this crosving
and an order granting the application will be made.

Public hearings having beun held on the abové-entitled
application and tne.matter submitted, 1t is ordéxed thet Tulare
Cownty is autﬂorizcd‘to‘conotnuct”a‘county road at gnadc'across
the main 1line and side tracks of The Atchison ;opeAa ‘and Semte Fo
,Railwny Company nea T nllensworth in that county.. Snid croesing
shnll be constructed at the location describcd and shown on revised
Exhidit "AM, filed . on Junc 2, 19L9, and the croasing shaln be
1dentified as Crossing No. 2-932.1. Applicent shell beer enttre
| construction expense also nainténancehcost outoide\of lines two
feet outside of outer reils. The Atchisonlfopckalcnd Santa Fe
Rpilway Conpany shall bmer peintenance ¢ost betwee uch Jinecs.
Width of crossing should not be loss than 2% fect gnd grades of
approwch not grentor ‘then 3 por cent. Construct on shall be equal

or supcrior $o Standard No. 2 of G. O. 72. Protcc tion ah&ll be

by two Stenderd No. 1 erossing sigas (G. O. No. 74-B).

Applicnnt‘shall, by appropriate resoluxion or erdinance,
roquire'all uehicios %0 sfop'bofore‘passing‘ovcr the'réilnoad
| rack ot a&id crossing, and cause auitpblc signs to be erected.
The Atchison, Topeke and Santa Fe Reilwqy Company shall bcar the
¢ost of maint aining oaid signo. | ’

' w1th1n thirty d?Yo after complction pursuqnt to this
order, gpplicant shall so a2dvise the Commicsion in writing. This

authorization. shall lapse 1f not cxc ciged within one ycar unlcss




tine be extended, or if esbove conditions are not complied with,
Authorization may be revoked or nodified 1f pudlic convcnicnce,

necessity, or safety so requirec. ”he »ffective date of this order

shall be twenty days after the date hereof.

Dated at Sen Francisco, California, this_ 28

/Qb{ﬂ R 19’4-9'.
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