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Decision No.___Annory

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

In the Matter of the Application of - )
TEZ ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE RAILWAY )
COMPANY, a corporation (hereinafter )
called The Atchison Company) and Railway )
ExXpress Ageney, Incorporated, a2 corpora- %
)
)
)
)

[ S . -

tion (hereinafter -called the Express
Agency) for authority. to close the
tation at Einkley, Celifornia, as an
ugency station and to thereafter
operate the same as. & non-agency station.

Application No. 30162

P
o,
-~ a

John . Balluff and John B, Xramer, for applicants.
OPINION

In this application The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway Company and Raiiway Express Agency; Inc., Jointly seek
authority to closc the stetion at Hinkley, Californiz, a2s an agency

station and thereafter %o operate the Same a2s 2 non-z2geney station.

4 public hearing was held before Examifer Gannon at

‘Hinkley on Jwae 8, 1949, and the métter was submitted.

Hinkley Station 1ies within San Bernardino County and is
located 10.2 miles by rail west of Barstow and 22 miles by rail
east of Boron, these boing the two a2djacont ageney stations. Opernt-
ing witnesses of the Santa Fe testiffed with reference to ccrtain
data attached to the application. Bxhibit No. l. indicnted that a
total of 38 paSsenger'tickets had becn sold during the year‘ending
Decembcr-313_ 9&8 and that the number of carload shipments forwarded
wes 7 ana carlood shipmcnts received was %6. The latter figure,
it was shown, was in crror and should be 15, since one shipmcnt of

32‘cars had been previously included as 32 shipments. During the
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same period 239 less-than-carloéd shipments were.forwarded‘and 9

received.

Zxhidit No. 2 showed rovenue and station pny roll 2t
Hinkley during'thé‘ca;endar year 1948. The totel station révenue
was 53,757, of which $3,116 was derived from freight business,
8169 from passenger busincas, and $k72 fron cxprcss businegs. ‘During

the same period the ‘Station pzy roll amounted to &4, 106

This witncss testified that tho item of 53,116 representcd
the' full freight ryvonuea dcrivod from all shipmcnts originpting at
or destined to Hinkley, irrespectivg of the station at which pnyment
hed been received. The rccord'shows that under this methdd thc'major
part of the freight revonue item would be likewise crcditcd to the
other stations 1nvolved in the shipncnts and th?t for practical
purposcs the gross revenue eredited to Hinnley Stution should bc

!
|

reduced by epproximntoly onc=palf of 83 116

The witness was cross~examinen_as'to the propricty . of
2ssessing the ontire amount of the agont's salary agains;’the
revenues rcceived;at:Hinklcy S:étion, 1t being  contended that-nt.
least a portion of the‘agentfs\tine wa$ devnted:tOidutieé which
dealt witk train operation and was entirely apaft from tne duxie?.
of an'agent to the public. Applicants conceded that nome of the f‘
agent's salary had been asseesed against train service, but pointed
out various other expenses required in station maintenance whiﬂn |
had been omitted from the application and which would more than
offset any reasonable cnarge against the agent’" time. ‘"he witness -
further indicated'that under modérn.nethodé an dperator’s,pnesencei
was no longer regquired at‘Hinkley,_and-even gross'renenuén were

insufficlent to meet an agent's salany;
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S€ill another exhibit was introduced by applicant to
indicate the financial showing during the first five. months of

l9%9, which showed a deficit of approximately 6335 for that period.‘

L witness for one'of-the~app1icants testiiied that the
business at Hinkley Station for the year 1947 ineluded two car-
loads received, with. none forwarded, and a net loss, on thc basis

of the tabulation as shown in nxhibit No. 2, of app: oximately SSOO.

The final exhiblt was a communication from‘Railway Bxpress
Agency €0 the effect that sald agency will handle traffic for
winlcley from Barstow and will continue to accept snipments directlf
to Hinkley if packages are forwarded prepaid and narmcd "put off

: owne*'f risk "

In the event the reqnest to eonvert Hinkley Station into
a non-agency station is granted, the applicant proposes to imstall
a company telephone in the station building to-connect through the
diSpatcher with applicants' Barstow Station, wnereby arrangements
may ‘be made for freight shipments to ané fron Hinklef. Under such
plan, a shipper would telephone from the Hinkley depot and advise
the Barstow agent of his intention to forward a'shipment and '1ts
des tination. If the shipment were a carlozdé lot, an emptyfcariwould
thereafter be spotted at Hirnkley siding for his use;'hevagain advis-
ing the Barstow agent when it was loaded. Less-than-cenload ship~
ments of freight would be left in the Hinkley Sta*ion building, and,
on bheling notified over the phone, the Bars tow:agent wouléd arrange
to have then picked up by the train crew. Billing would.be done Yy
the crew. ’ | I

On incoming shipments to Hinkley, only those shipments
prepald to the point of delivery would be handled.

-3 -
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Telegrams would no longer be transmitted or received.

Mail service, hoVever, would not be affected.

A number of residents of the surrounding area attended
the hearing, and approximately 12 of them testified in opposition
to the granting of the application. Many of them are engaged in .
farming and others in the poultry business.' Tt was estimated that
approximately 100 families reside in the vicinity who could be
_ classified as potential users of the faoilities of'Hinkley.

Residents of the ~rper Lake area, approximately 10 miles
northwest of Hinkley, are entirely without telephone service and
have heretofore availed themselves of telegraph facilities nain-
tained at Einkley for business and emergency comhunications. The
record shows that during the year l9h8-approximatelyvéko.telegrams
were dispatched from or received at this‘station. For'tbose persons
with telephonmes, telegrams would be relayed through Barstow, but
for residents of the Harper laxe area, comprising about 100 persons,
this. service would be lost . These persons, however, may st11l
employ the telephone service within Hinkley and the surrounding

area to transmit telegrams via Barstow, and arrange for. recelpt of

messages over the same exchange.

One of the witmesses, a receiver of baby chickens by
prepaid express, stressed the care recuired of and given by the
Hinkley Station agent to assure satisfactory handling of this
commodity. ‘He admitted that parcel post regulations provided for
handling baby chickens but contended that existi ng postal facilities
at Finkley were insufficient £0 handle the volume of some of his
past shipments.

It was generally admitted by protestants that within the

S T
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past yeare'reletively small use had been made dy them of express,
freight, or passenger service, for which'Hinkley'Station had been
established. One of the witnesses testified that while the district
in which he resided had purchased appneximntely-75‘carioads'er_;
poultry feed annualiy,_none of nhese enipments was noufed'by rnil
line decause of thefgreater convenience afforded by trnck'delivery
to the farms, It was his’ contention that the agency station should
be maintained as a matter of principle, te solicit the good will

of the community for future traffic‘that~mignt develop. -

One of the principal snippers, who owns‘and-operates the
only general store in the town, testiffed that'althongh.ne.received
substantial express and frelight shipments, his primary interest in
the preservation of the present service was to make possible the

-retention of the stntion--gent, who is well thought.of,in the

community.

The Commission has given'due consideration to tne'tesﬁimony
of applicants and proteeting~witneeses.' We have eensideied the
amount ef‘carload and less=then=cerload business transacted at this
agency, as well as the revenue derived and the attendann‘exnensee.
The distance to other agency Stations‘and the comvenience- to the

general public have been teken into account.

. Upon consideration ef‘the,facts of record in this proceed-
ing, we are of the opinion, and find, that mnintenance_of the
applicants! agencies_is‘nof_compensatory;‘that tne nnmbernof Trans-
actions at the Hinkley ageney 1s relatively few; that cerload |
freight service will nou be materially affected; that 1ess-than—
carload service will continue %o be handled in the limited manner-

indicated, and that the inconveniencevwhich a few patrons.may'
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experience 1s not commensurate with the cost of continuing agency

service.’

For these reasons the application of each applicant will
be granted. o |

ORDER

A public hearing having been held in the above-entitled

proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted, and the Commacsion
being advised,.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that The Stchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railway Company and Railway Exnresa'Agencyi Inc., be authorized
to abandon their joint‘agency station at Hinkley, San Bernardino
County, California, and to change station records. and tariffs

accordingly, subject to tho following‘cond;t;ons:

(1) Applicants 'shall centinue said station as a
non-agency station.

(2) Applicants shall give not. less than ten (10)
days' notice. to the public of said agency
abandonment by posting novice ‘at said 'station.

Applicant, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa :e
Railwey Company, stall store less-then=-carload
freight shipments, under lock, in the company's
depot located a2t sald Einkley Station, and-shall
install a compeny telephone at said station, -
which 'shall be made availlable to patrons. The
keys' to ‘both freight<house and telephone shell
be .obtainable from a custodian located at or -
near said station. Notice shall be maintained
at said station advising prospective patrons
where keys zey be ecurcd. ,

Applica nts shall, within *hirty (30) days there-
after, notify thla Commdssion In writing of the
abandonment of the facilities authorized herein

and of’their compliance with the conditions
hereof

The authorization herein granted ,hall lapse
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and become void 1f not exercised within ninety
(90) days after the date hereof, unless further
time is granted by subsequent order.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days after the date hereof.

. . ‘ ‘d/
Dated at%izl;mm, California, this olf =

Do . 1549,

//Tﬂ/,-,,, NPT

T[T COMMISSIONERS.




