
Decizio:l No. 43135 

BEFORE TEE ?u"LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T3E STATE OF CALIFORN!A 

In the l-1atter of the Application of ) 
ANGELO ~ONZI, doing business as ) 
SERVICE BUS LINE, :or 3. certificate ) 
of public convenience .and necessity) 
to operate as a common carrier of ) 
passengers be~leen Stockton, Linden,) 
Bellota, Far~ington, Escalon and ) 
Modesto. ) 

Application No. 30122 

!"!tll"'9,U:1m c. Geo'l"~e, for applicant. 
Willis M. Kleine~broich, for Modesto-R1verb~~Oakdale 

Stage Line, protestant. ~ 
~. R. Muehlber~, for Stockton Termin~l & Eastern Rail­

roac., protestant. 
J. v. Fuzere, for Calaveras Transit Compa.~y, protestant. 
E. c. Ki~~, for Santa Fe Transportation Co., in support 

of the application. 

• 0 p r r-r rON - ... -------~ 

Applicant A.~gelo Benzi, a!'l individual doi:lZ business as 

Service Bus Line, requests a certificate of public convenience 

and necessity authorizing the transportation of passengers and 

b~zgagc, and of shipments of express weighing not in excess of 100 

pounds each, be~reen Stockton, Linde~, ~ellota, Farmington a.~d 

Escalon, a.~d bct\·reen Modesto, Escalon, Farmington, Belloto. and 

Linden, and all pOints intermediate thereto. 

The granting of the ap,11cation wac protezted by Modest~­

Ri ver"oa..'1k-Oal{dale Sta.ge Line, Stockton Terminal & Eastern Railroae 

and the Calaveras Transit Co~pany. The Santa Fe Trans,ortat10n 

Compo.ny originall;r entered its o,!,pearance as a protestant, 'but 

subsequently changed its po~ition and s~pported the application. 

The appli<:ation "as subtlitted at a public hearing held 

in Stockton before Examiner Gregory on Ju..~e 0, 19'+9. 
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Applicant has h,'ld ten years ot experience in the :;reight 

tr~nsportation business, r~v1ng been,emp~oyed as driver and 

dispatcher for Valley Express Company ~nd Lillie Tra.~sportation 

Comi'any. He proposes to operate three 1'01.md tri:9 schedules per day, 

se"J'en d~ys il '-leek. Two Twin Coach 32-passenger 'buses· would be 

used. According to a~plicant, onc bus is all that would be re~uired 

to maint~in the schedules. The other would be used in the event 

of 'breakdo,"m or should the morning and evening rush hours wa:'rant 

the use of 'both buses. Ap:plicant proposes to do r.is o't-m driving 

ilnd minor repair work; however, a relief driver would be av~ilable. 

Terminal facilities ror passengers and freight ha"J'e 'been arranged 

at each or the pOints to be served. No local service is proposed 

within the city li~ts of Stockton and Modesto and no through 

passengers ·.."ill be carried botween those pOints. 

The proposed tariff names specific cash fares Ootw~en 

deSignated pOints along the route and also provides for fares to 

and fro= ~~med pOints intermediate thereto based on , cents for 

every two miles, with a 1, cent minimum tor any distance up to six 

miles. Express would be carried from, to ~~d between all pOints 

at rates based upon ,0 cents for the first 20 pounds and 10 cents 

for each ~dditional 20 pounds u~ to 100 po~~ds. No joint rates on 

freight are conte=nplatcd i-n. th any other c:lrrier; however, :lpplicant 

r~s commenced negotiations With Santa Fe on joint fares for bus 

passengers. 

Applicant estitlatesa daily cxpense of e36.90 'based ul~on 

246 miles of opera'cion and revenue o~ 19 cents p~r o1le. ::is 

f1n:lncial st.'lto~cnt, ~z of January 31, 1949, ~hows asset~ "J'~lucd 

at .~)18,072.90, while hi~ liabilities consist of a pcrsonal,loan of 

~;l.j.,OOO ~d tl. 'bank loan of $370. 
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Residents of Escalon ~~d other communities along the­

route testified to their need for and the desir~bil1ty of the 

proposed service. At present thore is no bus scrvice betwecn 

E::calon :lnd Stockton or Hodosto, cxce!''t by :l circuitous route 

through Y~nteca.. ..G.. t titles, p2.sseneers have OCC!'l compelled to 'Wei t 

about an hour at }~nteca before they could transfer to a Stockton 

b~s. Three of the seventeen public witnesses stated that while 

they would not be intcr¢stcd in taG proposed passenger service the 

cxpress ~crvice 'Would benefit their business operations. 

The Ca1avcr~:: Tr~nz1t Comp~~y oper:ltes one rou.~d trip' 

service per day from Stocxton to Bc1lo~. This service leaves 

Bellota at 9:55 ~.m. and arrives ~t Stockton at 10:30 u.m. !t 

loaves Stockton at 2 p.m. and .:l.rrives at Bellota at 2:30 p.m. 

Applicant f S proposod route "o,o1:.lc'l d"J.p11cate a portion 0: 

the route presently operated by the Modcsto~Rivero~n!~-O~dalc 

Stage Line for app!'oximtltely seven miles betweon Hodosto and the 

Stoddard School north of Nodesto. If a,p11cant' s service i·rore 

authorized, this protesta.nt contends it vrould pozzi 'bly lose up to 

twenty passengers ,er day in each direction botween'those pOints. 

The record discloses ~ need for ~ less circuitous ~d 

more convenient t~ansporta.tion scr~Jice in the ~rea covered 'by 

this app11c~tion. The single round trip opor:ltion bo~~en Ecllot~ 

:l!'ld Stocltton by C.'llavoI'Cts Tr~nsi t Compc.n:r i"~ils to r.:eet the 

requiremonts of studonts ~·rho attend school ir.. Stocl.;ton. It is 

~lso inconvenient for house"lrives ~"'ld others ~'rho ",,~sh more t1:lo in 

Stockton to do their shopping or tr~ns~ct their buziness. 

The cuplic.:.tion of the shortsop.cnt or the~routc of 
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l-ioc.esto-Ri vO:-'bo.nk-Oakd:l.lc Stage Line, "Th.en vic,,;cd i~ the light of 

the ove:-all need sho'V::n to exist for appliec.n'c's se:-vice, docs not 

appear to bo of s'.lch a seriou~ no. turo ~s to ~rrC'.nt imposing Co 

res'trict1on at tr.is time or.. the ce:"t1fic~te to bo granted herein. 

VIC concl~de fron the eV1d.ence of rocord tb.:l t public 

conven1cn~c and necczsity require tho establishment c.nd o,er~tion 

of the proposed service. The c.pplic~tion will be granted, subject 

to restrictions ag~inst local sorvice ~t~~n the Cities of Stockton 

and !..fodesto and through po.sscngor service botwocn' those pOints. 

A.~gelo Bonzi is hereby placed upon notice that opcrc.tivc 

rights, as such, do not constitute 0. cl~ss of p:"operty 1l1'r.ich may 

be co.p1to.lized or used ~s ~ olement of v~luo in rate-fixing for 

any amou.~t of money in e::cess of t~~t orizin~lly paid to the Stc.tc 

as the consideration for tho gr~~t of such rights. Aside from 

their purely pe:"missivc aspect, they extend to the holder a ~~l 

or p~rt10.1 monopoly of a class of 'buz1ncss over ~ p~rticular route. 

This monopoly !eatu:c ~y be c~nged or destroye~ at any time ~y 

the State, which is not in a.~y respect li~ted to the number of, 

o R D E R --._--..".. 

A public hecring ~Vins ~con held in the above entitled 

matter, evidence having ~en received, the Co~ssion being tully 

o.dVised o.nd 'basing its o::'dc::, u:90n the findings ond conclusions 

contained in the foregoing opinion, 

IT IS OP..DERED: 

(1) T~~t ~ce:"tificate of public convenience ~nd necessity 

be ~nd it is hereby gro.ntcd to Jl~ge1o 30nzi ~uthorizing tho 
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ost~blishoent ~nd opor~tion of ~ervico ~~ ~ p~ssongor $t~gc 

corpor~tion, ~s defined in Section 2* of the Public Utilities Act, 

for tho transport~tion or p~$songors, b~gz~ge ~~d shipments of 

express '.Ireighing not in excess of 100 pounds e~ch on 'P~sscnger· 

c:lrrying vehicles only, bc~rcen Stockton, Linc.on, Bellot<l, Fa.r.oingto!"!, 

Esc~lon ~nd intor:Dcdi~te pOints ~nd betweon !/!odesto, Escalon, 

F:lrmington, Bcllota, Li~don and intcr~edi~te ~oints; subject, 

ho .... rcvcr, to tho folloWine li:ni to. tions : 

~. Loc~l service s~ll not oe pcrformec. within the 
city limits of either Stockton or Modcsto~ 

b. Applic~~t shall not render ~ through sor'liee for • 
p~ssengers bo~ .. ,cen Stocl~ton ~nd Modesto. 

(2) That in providing service purs~nt to the eertificate 

herein gr~nted, ~pplicant s~ll comply w1th~d observe the following 

service re~lations:. 

a. Appl1c~nt s~ll tile c written ~cceptnnce of the 
cortific~tc herein granted Within a period of not 
to exceed 30 d.ays after the cf'fecti vo d~. te hereof. 

o. Within 60 days ~rtcr the effective d~te norcof and 
on not less tn,.n , dc-yst notico to tho Commission 
end the p~olic, ~pplic~~t sr~ll cst~blish the 
servico herein ~~thorizod end corep17 ~dth tho 
pro..,is1ons of Ccner~l Orders ~~os.. 79 Cond 80, ~nd 
P~rt IV of ~ncrn.l Crde::- No. 93-A, by filing in 
tr1~lic~te :ln~ concurrently tuU~ing effective, 
appropri:.te t~r1ffs ~nd ti~o t~bles .. 

c~ Subject to the authority of this Commission to 
ch.o.nge or modify it 'by further order c.ppli¢<l..~t 
s~~ll conduct oper~tions over tho foilowing route: 

Commencing at tho corner of C:.liforni~ Cond Y~nor 
Streets in the City of Stockton, along Vdner 
Stroot to U. S. l,Iighw:l.Y' 99 (othentise 10'lown o.s 
vlilson ifl:.y), thence c..long U .. S .. Highw.:l.Y 99 to . 
Sto.tc Highwa.y 8, v1~ StC\te Hieb."Ilay 8 to Linden 
:'.Dc. Bcllot~, thence c.long un..~'Ulnbcrod cou.."'lty ro~d 
to Fa~ngton, Escc.lon and Modesto, thence along 
Tenth Street to HIe' Street in 'the City of Modesto 
and return Vi~ the scme route. 
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The effect1ve d~to of this order ~~ll be 20 d~ys ~rter 

the d~tc hereof. 

of 

·DCl.ted"Cl.t Son FrCl.ncisco, CCl.liforn1:l, this" 

~ , 19~. 
rJ 

;L' 
If -d:lY 
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