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Decis.ion No.. "~2n5 

BEFORE THZ PUBLIC UTIL!TIES COMZ~SSI ON OF TIlE 

) 
In th~ matter of the application of ) 
P ;.C!FIC CAS !~1\'1) EtECT?.IC cor~? ! .. NY for ) 
an order of the Public Utilities Com- ) 
mission of the State of California ) 
granting to applicant ~ certificate ) 
of public convenience and necessity ) .~pplication ~Jo. 30355 
to exercise the right, privilege and ) 
franchise granted to ap~licant b1 ) 
Ordinance No. 23 of the City Cou.."'l.cil ) 
of the City of Greenfield, Cou."'l.ty of ) 
:,:onterey, State o~ California.. ) 

(Electric) ) 

-------------------------------) 
Ft .. ;J .. DuVal by Frede:-ick T. Searls for applicant; 
Tom ROl!e:-s for Cit)" 0:: Greer.i'ielc. 

O?INION ____ . __ ... iIIIIIt' 

Pacific Gas and Electric CO~P~"'l.Y, by the above-entitled 

a.pplication, requests a certii'icate of ?ublic convenience a,nd necessity 

authorizing it to exercise the rights and privileges co~erred by 

Ordincnce No'. 23, adopted Nove:'!lbcr 16, 194$, 'by the City Cou.."'l.cil of the 

City of Greenfield, granting a fr~nchise to const~~ct, i~stall, main­

tain and use electric transl':lission and distribution facilities in the 

public $:rects, ways a~d ~laccs ~~tr~n the City of Greenfield. This 

franchise was granted u.~der the provisio~s of tho Fr~~chiso Act of 1937. 

~~e terl':l of t~e franchise is indeterminate, r~~ing until 

its voluntary surren~er or abando~~ent by the grantee, or forfeiture 

for noncompli3nce or pu~c~~se by 'the state, m~~icipa1) or other public 

corporation cit~er volun~arily or by co~de~~ation. Under the ordi-

nz~ce, a fee is pa.yable by the ;ranteo to the city equivalent to two 

per cent of the 6ross anr..'lal receipts of s:.id grc.ntec arising i'ro:n 

the usc, opcr,::ttion or possession o! t.he franchise" put i,n; no cv~nt 

will payl':lent be less than one per cent of th~ sross ar~"'l.~l receipts 

from the s~le of electricity within the city- Applic~nt's witness 
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stated that the annual p~y:nent unc.er the formula ... :ould have been 

$25$.26 on the basis of 'the 194$ level of business. Grantee is also 

re~uireC to pay the city a su: of money sufficient to reimburze it for 

all publication expenses in co~~ection with the gr~nting of the fran- , 

chisc. The costs incurred by applicant in obtaininr, the fra~chise are 

stated to have been $42, exclusive of the $50 filing fee required by 

Section 57: of the Public Utilities Act, a~d the applicant ha3 stipu-

latcd that it, its successors or assigns will never claim before the 

Commission or before a~y court or public body ~ny value for the afore-

said !r~nchisc in excess o~ the actual cost thereof. 

¥~. Jaoes t; Pollcrd, Witness for the applicznt, testified 

that electric· service was fi:-st :-enderecl in the community in ~bout 1912 

by the Co~st Valleys Gas and Electric Company. The Coast Valleys 

Comp~ny w~s ac~uircd by the ?ucific Gas ~nd Electric Company, the 

applicant herein, in 192e. ?ower service to this co:ou.~ity is obt~ined 

~ro:n a 4,OOO-volt dist::-ibution netwo::-k supplied from a subst.D.tion Which, 

in turn, is fed from the 60 kv, and 110 kv tr~~smission network bringine 

energy from the utility's interco~~ect~d hyeroelectric ~nd stea: eloc-

tric ge:lcr::.ting plnnts. .\pplicant' s present local syst(O::l co:,riseo 

upproximctely 7~ ::liles of distribution pole line ~~d J/~':ile of street 

lighting circuit, 

Applic~t's witness test.ified t~~t heretofore the cO::lp~ny 

has been rendering electric service within the present city bound~l.ry 

under four co~~~y fr~nchises granted prior to the incorporation of the 

ci ty on January 71 1947. The company ::lade ~ payment to the c'ity during 

194$ of ~100.3l, which consisted of the sum of $$5.87 for the period 

January 1, 1948, to December 15, 194$, co:puted on the so-called Dinub.:l. 

pla."'l, ~d $14.44 for the period December -;6, which was the effective 
' . . , . 

date of the fr~nchise, to the end of the ye::.r, .'It one p<cr cent of the 

revenue as provided in Ordina:lce No. 23 .. 
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: .. hC.!lring on the instant applic~tion "(:a.s held before 

Ex:::.mincr Y.i."'nball on At:.guzt /.;.., 1949, at Cirecni'iclc... At this hcaring, 

no one entered any objection to the gr~nti~g of this eertificatc_ :ro= 

the testimony- received, i~ cppe.:rs that no person, i'ir:n, public or 

private corpor~tion other th~n ?~cific G~s end Electric Co~pcny is now 

ene~ged in the bt:.si~cs$ oi' furniShing, distributing, ~nd selling elec-. 
tricity in the City of Greenfield, but thct it or its predeccssors for 

~ny ye~r$ ~ve so servcc the tcrrito~ now ~ooprising s~idcity. 

From the evidence of record, the CO~T~ssion finds t~t public 

convenience end necessity rc~uirc the exercise bl ~pplicant of th¢ 

rirl'lt, privile~e, .:..nd £r·~·:'l.chise ~rCl.nted to Pncii'ic Cas and Electric 

Company by Ordinance No. 23 o!" the Ci t)1' Cou..."'lcil of the City of 

Greenfield. 

This certii'icctc of public convenience end necessity er.:..ntcd 

!lerein is subj cct to the .follo .... "i~b provisio:lS of 10.".": 

(a) Thet tho Co~~dssio~ sh~ll hcvc no power to ~uthorizc the 
c~pit~lizctio~ of the fr~nc~~$c i~volvcc horein or thi~ 
cortific~te of public convenience ~nd ne¢cssity or the right 
to own, opcrc.to or enjoy s'.lch rr~nchise or ccrt:i.fic~tc of . 
public con~cnicnce ~nd necessity in 0XC0SS of the c~o~~t 
(cxclusi ve of o.ny ~['.X or [;nr.u~l chc.rgo) ~ctu:.ll)1' ~id to 
the Stctc or to ~ politic~l su~ei~~sion theroof ~~. the con­
sideration for the g~ant of such frc~cb~sc, ccrti£ic~tc of 
public convenience end n~ccssity or ri~ht. 

(b) T.b~t the frc~chisc involved horein sh~11 n~vcr be riven cny 
v~lue befor~ .:l."ly co'.).rt or other .::.uthori t1 in o.ny proceeding 
of ~ny c~r~cter in excess of the cost to the [rcntcc of the 
necess~ry ?ublic~tion ~"lcl nny ot~er sum p~id by it to the 
municip.::.lity. therefor ~t the ti~e of the ccquisition thereof. 

o R D E R - - ~ --
Public he~rin~ hcvine been held or. t~e ~bove-ent:i.tled 

.::.p?lic~tion) the m~tter hc.vinG been sub=itt~d ~nd the Commission being 

.fully ~dvised, 

IT IS OEDERED th~t ?~cific G~s'cnd Elect~ic Co~p~ny 

be ~'nd it is s;~c.nted .:. certi£ic"'te th1t public convenience ~nd neccs-

zi ty ret;u.ire the exercise by i -: of the ri~ht, ?ri vilege .::.r..d fr:~:'lchi3(! 
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gr;lnted to it by Ordin.c.nce No. 23, ~dopted Nove:bcr 16, 19L2, by the 

City Council of the City of Greenfield, Cou.."lty of :-1onterey, Stote of 

Co.lifornie. • 

Tne e£fectiv~ ~~te of this order s~ll be twenty (20) d~ys 

,~fter the dc.te hc:-co.f. .. 
D~ted at S~~ Fr~~cisco, 

~<.,J;, , 191,.9. . 

-r:l 
C:!.li!ornio, this If, . d.3y of 
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