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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMYISSION OF THE STATZ CF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Anpl*catzou of
SANTA PAULA: wATSR WORKS, L 2. 2
corporation, for an Order’authorizing
it to enter into an 2grecment under
which it will transfer srioritics
under ¢ertain water rights ownec by it.

. /

Applicetion No. 30406

OPINICK AND ORDER

Santa Paula Water Works, Lud., a corporation, on June 16,
19L9, applied ’or?éuthority o transfer to Richfiecle Oil Corporation
the przorzty rigu 5 %0 take and use water ffom Sisar Creek, in the

. Cd
Upper Ojail Vallcy, Ventura Couwnty, to chc exveat set forta invagfec-
meants, Exhibits A through'E, atvached to the abplication. E

The afreement, _x lblt A, n*ovzccs ’or t&e salo, by applicant
and the other conmon owners, 0 chhf;cld Oll Co*po z;on, of the
priority right, as against applicant, o ta&e and use waterS'o’ Sisar
Creeck, not exceceding 337,083 cubic Lfect in any one month and not exceed- -

o

ing 1,509,120 cubic feet in any one. cclendar yeor, _or qhﬁﬁsum of
52,500. |

. The agreement, Exhibit B, sells, assigns, transfers, and

sets’ovéf'to Siser Mustual Water Company, a Callfornie co“norhtzod,

the rights,-titleiuand interest conveyed to Rlchfzold Oll Corporation

by Zxhibit A. i ;q | S

| Tae agreement, Exhibis C, prov*des f‘o::' the {h;case, by

éppliéant, of the water r;ghzs, b*opcrtmes, and obligations assigned

to Sisar Mutual Water Company by quh£ cld “il Co*oor_tion in Exhibit 2.
. The agreement?wthibit‘D,I;raﬁSfcrs a2 rignt oi w*y for thc

transportation of water, owned by Ricaficld 0il Corbo*atzon, to Sisar

Mutual Water Company.
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The agreement, Exhibit B, provides for the sale, by applicant,

to Richfield 0il Corporation, of the priority right of applicant o
subterrancan waters of Sisar Creck, not exceceding 8,422.46 cubic feet
ver day, for Richfield’s use in oil well drilling operations and the
domestic use of persons and their families residing within the arex
and engaged in said oil we}l drilling operations. The comsideration,
to applicant, in this sale, is $2,500 in addition to that provided
for in Exhidbit A. | |

Applicant's system, serving in excess of 3,000 customers in
the c¢ity of Santa Paula, Venturz County, California, consists of two
types of water supply; i.e., Sante Paula Creek, which supplies 100%
to 15%, depending on the time of year and the amownt of éaihrall, and
WQllé Nos. 1 through 5,.1,400, 600, LOC, 1,250 and 900 galloﬁs-per-
miaute capacity, respectively. YWell Xo. 5 was added as 2 saféguard in
194L8. When used for irrigation, it has 2 capacity of 1,100 gallons
per minute.

Sisar Creek joins Santa Paula Creek sbout four‘milds'above
applicant's diversion point. Richficld Qil Corporation's Sis@r Creck
diversion point, involved;hercin, is located about five miles above
the confluence of Sisar Creck with Santa Paula Creek.

Sometime prior to 1910, Santa Paula YWater Works commenced
selling water to Pan-American Oil Company, a predecessor in interest
of Richficld 0il Corporation, for drilling purposes and: attendant uses
in the vicinity of the present diversion on Sisar Crcekl The sale of
this water was metered by applicanst, and 2 pipe line, c&ncd by
Pan~American and later by Richfield, was comstructed. In addition to
the use by Pan-American and Richfield of the water for oil well drill-
ing, water was allegedly, and solely =zs aﬁ accommodatiQn, furnished
and sold to approximately 34 residents for domestic uses in the

vicinity of the o0il well drilling operations. These residents have

-2




A<30L06 ®
L

never been considered to be customers of 2pplicant, have never been

billed by applicant, nor served thercby. They reside some nine miles
outside of a2pplicant's service area in & remote cahyon section of the
Upper Ojal Va llcy.

Ta 1948, Richfield Cil Corporation developed a separzte
source of water suppiy and notified <he 34 residents, formerly being
furnished water on o nonutility basis, &3 an accommodation, That it
intonded to discontinue tihe furnishing of water as in the past, and
vhat it would not have any surplus water 0 Jurnish them in the future.

The »wrpose of the agreements, Zxhidits A through Z, there-
fore, is to provide for the continuous receipt of water by the
aforementioned 34 customers.

The 34 customers have formed themselves znto the Sisar Mutual
Water Company. The Sisar Mutual ?*ter COﬂQuﬂV‘Wlll upon payaent of
$2,500 to nlchfle’d Cil Corporation, recceive thercfrom the water rights
and d;scrmbutzon system accessary to keeop its stockholders supplied
with water.

The five wells owned and operated by applicant are capable
of supplying 21l the demands of its customers without the use of water
from Santa Paula Creek or Sisor Creek. The loss in revenue to applicant
would amount to between ,500 and 3600 per year, 6nly, out of reportoed
gross operating revenues of qllh,722 for the year 1948. Applicant*s
total reported fixed capital in service as of December 31, 1948, was
$561,168, and it is apparent that. the sale of properties applicd for
herein coastitutes but 2 small part of cpplicant’s over-2ll wazer
system. . The transfer of these rights and the loss of revenue will not
jeopardize ecither the water supply available to applicant for its
service %o Santa Pouls, or appliceont's earnings position. All inter-
ested parties have concurred in the agreements. There has been no

objection interposed by any party w0 the execution of the agreements.
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t appearing thot public hearing is not necessary hcrcln,
that the scle and transfer of the prioritics under certain watcr
rights owned by applicant to the Richfield 0il Corporzation and vy
it in tura to Sisar Mutunl Water Company is in the public interest,
and that the application should be granted subject o ¢er tazn condz ions,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Seata Paula Water YWorks, Ltd., is
uthorized to perform the agrcements, Exhibits A through Z, attached to
thz application and dated May 21, 1949, and in comnecction therewith, %o
transfer to Ricnficld Qil Corporction the sriority rights to take and
use certain waters, boti surface and subterranean, of Sisar Creck'in
the Upper Ojai Valley, to the extent 3¢t forth in sald agreements,
subject to the following conditions:

1. Aoplicant sheall, within thire (30) davs thereafter, notify
tais Cormission in writiag, f The com nletion of the Property
sransfor herein authorized and of its complzunce with the
conditions hereof.

The action taken herein shell not be construed to be a find-
ing of the vﬁlue of the oronc*~~e herein authorized to be
tronsferred. . :

The c¢ffective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days
from the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Calif o*nzu, this 27 ~ day of
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Commissioners, .




