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BEFORE TdE PUBLIC UT!LITIES cor:r::~'tISSION OF Th~ STATE OF CALIFOID."lA 

) 
In ,the Matter of th(~ Application of ) 
SANTA PAULk::~.':ATSR 1.-;QRKS, !.TD.~ a ) 
corporation, £0':' tJ.n O,:,der': authorizi:-..g ) 
'it to cnte':' into ~n ae:reccent ~"lder ) Ap?lic~tion No. 30406 
which it ~~ll tr~nsfer ~rioritics ) 
under certcin w~ter rights o~~cd by it. ) 

. /' ) 

OPI~ICX AND ORDER 

Sa:lto. Po.u:t."i L'l~tcr \'io':'ks, Ltd., s cor?O,:,ction, on Ju.."1C 16, 

194.9, o.pplit~d .for,> 'autho ri ty to t,:,~ns.fc,:, to .Richfield Oil Corpor~tion 

the priority r:£ghts to t.:xc and usc .... ·.:ter ':':'0::: Sise-r Creek" in the 
," I~ 

Upper Ojo.i Valley, Venture. Cou.~ty, to the: extent set .forth in agrec-

ments, Exhibits A through Z, ~tt.:ched to the application. 

The o.rreemcnt, ZX~ioit A, provides for the sale, by o.pplico.nt 

o.nd the other coomon owners, to Richfield Oil, cor?6r~~~on, oi' the 
""-, f, 

priori ty right, .:lS ag.?inst c.pplic;;lnt, t~ tc.ke :md US(3 w3tcrs of Sisar 
. . 

Creek, no~ exc~edine 337,083 cubic feet in o.ny one ~onth ~nd not cxc~ed-

ine 1,509,120 cubic feet in any' onc,.c~lend~r ye~, for th'~",,'su:n of 

$2,500. 

,The .~t:r:Ccocr.:t, Exhibit :3, sells ~ "s""';~c:... ... ... t:;r.,;;}) 
, ,.t ~ • 

t·.:,;.;~ ... .,. ...... ",-... ~nd ~ c;, ••• ~J.~. ~, _ 
, . 

sets over t.o Sisar ?,~utuc.l ~!:~-ecr Company) c Californf2, corporation, 

the rights,titl~~ and interest cO:lveycc. to Pdchficld Oil Corporation 

by Exh'i~it A. ./~·, 

' .. 
" 

1'/01.. t t"<. '10'\".;. ,.. J..J.C <:ogre cmen , :.;x.~J. 0...... ...., 
, . ' 

1,\, 

'i 

providcS~~ .. .for t!lC r;c?ccse, by 
C' 

applicant, of tho ""lmtel" rights, p;operties, o.."'ld oblieations c.ssigned 
), " 

1\ ,~f 

to Siser :,~utunl Ho.ter COCl.pcriy by Richfield Oil Corporction in Exhibit B.' 
.I,", 

The agreement, ZXbibit' D, c,tr~:lsfcrs ~ right oi~ ·wc.y for th~ 
• . . ;i "h,1 • 

transportation o.f w<:otcr, o~-ncd "oy Rich.fiold Oil Corp~rc.t:r¢n, to Siser 
.,'J 

'. 
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~ ~·;~·b·-J.i;le a;:rC0!!lCnt, .uh •• l l ... 

, ' 

E, provides for ~he s~le, oy ~pplica~t, 

to Richfield Oil Co~oration, of the priority right of a~?licant to 

subterrcne~n waters of Sisar C~eck, not exceeding $,~22.~6, cubic feet 

per dey,' for Richfield's usc i:o. oil well drilling operations a."'ld the 

domestic use of persons and their £~lies residing within the are~ 

end engaged in said oil well drilling oper~tions. The considcr~tion, . . 
to ap~lic~nt, in this s~le, is $2,500 in ~ddition to t~~tp~ovidcd 

for in ~~ibit A. 

Applicant's syst~, sc~ing in excess of 3,000 customers in 

the city of Sant~ ?cule, Ventur~ CO~"'lty, C~li!orni~, consists of two 

types of ~tcr supply; i.e., Sante P~ule Creek, wr~ch sup,lies 100% 

to 15%, depending on the time of YC:lr ~nd the ,,--~ou."'lt of' rain£.~ll, and 

\1el1s Nos. 1 through 5,·1,400, 600, ~007 1,350 ane 900 gallons-pcr-

minute ccpaci ty, rcspcctl vely.. ~':ell ~,:o .. 5 W:lS added as a. safeguard in 

194$. ~\Then usod for irrigo:cion, ithcs: ~ cap:lcity of 1,100 ga.llons 

per minut~. 

Sis~r Creek joins Sa.nta ?aul~ Creek ~bout four :tile's above 

applic~ntfs diversion point. Ricr£icld Oil Corpor~tion's Sisa.r Cr~ck 

diversion point, involved herein, is loccted about five ~lcs above 

the confluence of Sis~r Creck ~~th Scntn ?:lul~ Creek. 

Sometime prior to 1910, Sante. ?c.ula ~\'c.ter 9,,!orks commenced 

selling w~ter to ?~~-Azeric~ Oil Co~pc.ny, 3 predecessor in interest 

of Ricr.£ield Oil Corpor~tion, for drilling pu..'""'POscs c.ne: L".'ttcnd.:lnt uses 

in the vicinity of tho present diversion on Sis~r Crcek~ The ~lc of 

this ~ter was metered by applic~nt, ~~d ~ pipe line, aWned by 

Pc.n-Americc.n ~nd later by Rich!ield, wcs constructed.I.n addition to 

the use by ?.In-A:ncricD.n end ?.ichfi~ld of the wa.tcr for oil well dril1-

ing, W.ltcr ... m.s allegedly, .lnd solely ·~s en accom:nodation, furnished 

.lnd sold to ~pproxi~tcly 34 residents for. do:cstic uses in t~c 

vicinity of thc oil well drilling operations .. 'These residents 1"..:vc 
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never been considered to be custo~crs o~ ~p?licant, have never been 

billed.· by appliC:lnt" nor served. thereby. Th.ey reside some nine :niles 

outside of a~~licant's service arc~ in c ~emote c~~yon secti¢n of the . .. . 

Upper Oj~i V~llcy. 

In 194$, Richfi~ld Oil Cor~r~tion developed ~ separ~te 

source of W3ter supply and notified ~he 34. rcsid.ents, fomcrly being 

furnished water on ~ nonutility b~sis, ~$ ~n ~cco~~od~tion, that it 

intended to discontinue the fur:'lishir.g of "Water as in the past, and. 

th~t it would not have .:any surplus "rmter u> i'urnish the::: in the £uturc. 

The ,ur~ose o£ the agreements, Exhibits A through E, there

fore, is to provide for the continuous receipt of ~~tcr by the 

~orcmcntioned. 34 customers. 

The 34 customers hcvc fo~ed themselves into the Sisar Mutu~l 

~:!.:'.tcr Comp.1ny. The Sisar r':utucl ~r~ter COtlPc...~y mll, upon p'''y::l~nt of 

$2,500 to Richfield Oil Corpor;'l.tion 7 receive thcrcfro:l the water rights 

and distribution systc~ nccess~ry to keop its stoc~~old¢rs su??lied 

wi th w~te:-. 

The five wells o~~cd ~~d opc:-~ted by applicant are e~paole 

of supplying ~ll t~e de~nds of its custo=crs without the use of w~tcr 

from S~~t.1 P~ula C:-c~k or Sizer Crc~k. Tee loss in revenue to ~pplic~~t 

would a~ount to between ~500 ~nd S600 per yea:-, only, out o£ reportod 

gross operating revenues o~ $114,722 for the ye~r 194$. Applie~~t's . . 
total reported fixed c~pit~l in service ~s of December 31, 1948, w~s 

$561,168, and it is app.:l~C'nt th.:.t. th~ s,~le of p:-operties applied for 

herein constitutos but n smnll p~rt of cpp1icant's over-~ll w~ter 
I 

system. . The tr~nsfer of these rights ~nd the loss of r¢vcnue will not 

jeopardize either the wctcr supply availeblc to ~pplicant for its 

service to San~ P~ul~, or appliccnt's c~~ingz position. All inter

ested parties have concurred in the a~cements. There ~s been no 

objection int¢rposed by ~ny party to the execution of the agreements. 
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It appearing t~~t public hc~ring is not nccess~ry herein, 

that the sclc ~~d tr~~sfor of the priorities under ccrt~in water 

rights,o~~cd oy ap?licant to the Richfield Oil Corpor~ti~n and by 

it in turn to Sisc.r ~:ut\.l:l.l Ttfo.ter Cot'lpany is in the p~blic interest, 

~nd th~t the a~plic~tion ~~ould be gr~ntcd subject to certain conditions, . 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that S;-:ltD. ?.:tulo. !'latcr ',~Torks" Ltd., is 

.'luthorizcd to pe:-form the ogrce:nents" Ex.~bi ts A tr:ough E, .;ltt.?cnod: to 

th:: :.pplicc.tion c.nd dc.tcd !,:ay 21" 1949, c.nd in con."lcction therewith,' to 

trc.nsfcr to Richfield Oil Corpor~tion the priority rights to take ~nd 

usc certain waters, both sur£~cc ~"ld subtcrrc.nc~n, of'Sisc.r Creek in 

the Upper Ojai V~lley, to the extent set fo:-th in said' c.grec::l¢nts, 

"" . h .:0 1" ..:I' • sU~J~et to t.c .0 _o~ng con~~t~ons: 

!.' Applic~"lt shall> within thirty (30) ~ys thcrec.fter~ notify 
thiS, Comcission in writing,. of the co::pletion of th.e property 
tr~nsfcr herein ~~thorizcc ~nc of its compliance with ~he 
conditions hcr~o!~ 

2. The aetion t~ken heroin shell not be construed to be ~ find
ing of the vc.luc of t~c properties herein authorized to be 
tr~ns!'crred. 

The effective: date of this order shall be twenty (20) ~ys 

from the d~te hereof. 

, Dated at ~n FranciSCO, 

:# fA W&a)\ ,1949. 
. (J \ 

, .. : 

Coor:U.ssioners.-. ~ 


