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Decision No. 43246 

BEFORE 'rHE PUBLIC UTILITIZS CQ!J2-:IS3ION 0::- THE STATE OF Ci ... LIFOru·jIA 

) 
In the matter of the application of ) 
PACIFIC GA.S i.?;D ELECT3.IC CmrPANY for j 
an order o·r the Public Utilities ) 
Commission of the State of ~li.fo:-nia) 
grantin& to applicant a certificate ) 
of public convenience and necessity ) 
to exerei:::e the right 1 p:-i vileee and. ) 
francl'lise granted to appli~"'lt by } 
Orciino.nce No. 461 of tl1e' Boare. 0'£ ) 
Supervisors of the COUNTY OF 1-lP.RIN 1 ) 

SUlteof California~ J 
(Gaz) ) 

-----------------------------) 

Applic~tion No. 30326 

Freeeric~ T. Se;.J.rls and Ralph \1[. DuVal 
for a?pl:..cant .• 

OPIl':ION ------- .... ~ 

Pacific Gas o.nd Electric COtl?.s.ny oy the ~oove-e!'ltitlcd 

application, rcc;,uests a certiricate or p,z,lic conveni(tnce .::J.nd n0ccssity 

authorizing it to exercise the right sand ,rivileeez conferred by 

Orc.inance No .. 461 1 adopted ~ovcnlber 29, 194$, by the Boarel of Supervisors 

of the Co .... :.ty of !l.aritJ., gr~1ting a franchise to construC'C 1 1::.sta1l,. 

maintain,. ar .. d use gas conveyins: and distribution 1"acilities in the 

public streets of the co~~ty~ 

The term of tile franchise is indcter:ni."'l.8.te 1 runn,ing u.~til 

its surrender 0::- abanclo:".:lent or forfeit.ure ~or nonco:ill>lianc0 or purc!'~sc 

'oy the sUlte , cou.'"lty or other puolic corpo:-ations either volu."lta:-ily 0:­

by condcm.."'lation.. Under t.he ordinance a foo is payable by the gra:;:tcc 

to the county equivalent to 2% or th¢ zross ar.n~~l receipts arisir~ 

from the 'USc,. operation or possession of t.he franchise. On t.hcoasiz 

of the level of business d.urir~ 194e, tho cstimted a~"lu.:.l pay:lct!t i~ 

:~4.1336 .. 95. The costs i:lcurrcd~y applica.¥l.t in obtai."'ling the fr~ehiso 

arc :;,~atcd to have been $445.45' in C on!'lcction with tho publication and 
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obtaining of the COU1'lty orcl.i~ncc, a:.1d a:'e cxclusi .l(~ of the ~50 filing 

fcc. The .,,-pplicc.nt !'las ~"tipulatcc. toot it, its S1lccossors or assigns 

~~ll never cl~io beforo the Co~~i$sion or before any court Or public 

body any vo.lue for th<! c,forcSD.id' franchise in e'xcozz of tho acturu. 

cost thereof. 

·~;itness fo:' the ,:,.p,lic.:lnt t~stifiad t~'lt utility scn"icc \,i.:lS 

£irot £urni::;hod in !\~rin Cou.""l.ty in 1$71, and in lSS3 tho &l.n P~!ael 

Gas Co~pc.ny was for:r.cd, b ci:lg t'hc first of a number of predeccssors to 

the c.p!'licant in this arcc,. The witness c.lso stated t.:~t na~ura1 ~s 

.",,~:; introducod into the cou.."'l.ty in 1930. The utility ho.e. l27.2e miles 

of t.rru'lsmission gas m.:.in as of Docember 31, 194$ within the cour..ty, 

but its distribu.tion facilities c!o :lot extend to all portions of t'hc 

county. 

At the t.ime this fr~ncl"..iso was sr.:mtcd by Ordir.e.nc.¢ No. 461, 

the utility stated it held fr~nchiscs prcTlously grc.nt.edby Ordi~nces 

~ros. 161 c.nc!. 185. A.pplic c.nt f s .,,:i t~lCSS st.::. tee. t r..:. t it is 0 bto.inine 

t~..iz indotc~li~~e fr~ncl!isc so th~t the to~ of its rights to rendor 

service in the uninc'orpor~tvcl territory of !·':i:;:.:in County rtlZ.y be extended 

beyond the maturity date of its long term £i..."umcul borr?\I;ings. 'I'M 

iltility does not p1c.n to ~'o~r.clo:l t..:ly previous £rc.nchisc:s~ 

A hcarL~ ~ th~ inst~nt application W3S hcldbc!ore ~incr 

Kimball at Sa.."l Rafc.cl on AUc,"USt 3, 194.91 ~nd no one appcm-cd in 

opposition to the er~nti.."lg of this corti£ico.t.o. From the testimony 

received, it .~ppco.rs tr~t no other person, fi~ or public or pri~tc 

corporation is :cno..cring public ut,ility ens service vdthin the 

u.."J.incorpor~tcd o.:-co. of r·brin Cou.."lty. 
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From the evidence of record, the Commission finds ~hat 
, ' 

I puclic'conveniencea.nd necessity require the exercise by applicant of, 

the right, priviiege and franchise granted to Pacific Cas and Ele~t~c 

Company by Ordinance No.. '461 of' the Board of Supern. sors o£ !~arin, 

County. 

The, certificate of public convenience and necessity gr~ted 

herein is subject to the ro1lo~dng provisions of law: 

That the Coltl1llissionshall have no powe'r, to authorize, 
the capitalization of the fr~chise involved herein or 
this certificate of public convenience and necess~ty 
or the rig.i.t to own, o-perate or enjoy such franchise 
or. certific~te of public convenience and necessity in 
excess of the .:unount (exc1usi va of a:r.y tax or annual, 
charge) actuc.l1y p.lid t.o the St£.Lte or to a political 
$u'bc1ivisioXl thereof as thc' consideration for the grant 
of such franchise, certi£icat.e of public convenience 
and necessity or right. 

ORDER -..-,-_ ..... 

Public -hearing having been held on the aoove-entitled 
" 

application, the matter havin~ oeen submitted; and the Commission being . 
fully advised, 

IT IS HZR-~Y ORDZRED that ?~cifie Cas and Electric Company 

be and· it is granted a. certi!icate thD.t public convenienc~ ~nd necessity 

rcC!uire the exercise by it o! ,the right, privilege and franchise granted . 
to ' it by: OrdinD.nce No., 461 D.doptedNovembcr 29,' i94.$,~ by the BO.lrd of 

'-
Supervisors of !,:.:lrin County" Subject " however,' to the followi~g 

conditions: 
, , 

1... That Pacific Ga.s and Electric Company" shall not.' exer:cise 
said franchise for the purpose of supplying gas in those 
p~res or portions of I,Zc.rin County not now' served by it 
except through extensions to i ts exis~ing system m.:tde', in 
the:: ordinary course of business,a.s conte:npl~tcd by 
Section 50 (a.) of the Public 'Utilities Act; 
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2. ZMt the Commission ::ay hc!"eai'tcr 'by appropri:;:.t<;:. 
proeocdL~g an~ order li~lt the authority herein 
gr~ntcc! to applic.:.nt as to any territor'! ~"ithin s~id. 
cou.."lty not then 'boir..g :3ervec. by it.' :1 

Tho eff.ective ~tc of this order :3~~11 be twenty (20) ~~ys 

after the do.te h.erco£~ 

San Francisco, ~li£ornia, t:b.is ________ _ 

1949. r. III ' 

COnr.-.issioncrs 

:;" 


