
Decision No 4:3328 

BEFOR.:3 THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO!!!'~ISSION OF THE STATE O}-' CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the Matter of the A~plication of ) 
NORTH r .. :ARIN COUNTY ~\rATER DISTRICT ) 
nne. ALBERT H. TRESCH and CA THERINE ) 
TRESCH, his wife, doing business ) 
under the name and style of NOVATO ) 
t'lATER COM?ANY) FOR ORDER AUTHORIZINC ) 
SALE OF PUBLIC UTILITY. ) 

) 

----------------------------) 

Application No. 30560. 

OPI~JION Arm ORDER 

Albert H. Tresch and Catherine Tresch1 doing business as 

the Novato :\iater COJ'lll'any, eng .. ~ged in the business of distributing and , 
selling water in portions of the i-Tovato arec., Harin County J California 

ask the CommiSSion for authority to sell and transfer their utility 

system for a consideration of ?65,9Z5.72 to North Marin County Water 

District, a county water district, which joins in the ap,lication. 

The utility system is located wholly within the territorial boundaries 

of the North Marin County Vlater District. 

The properties include eight buildings and nine wells, to­

gether with pumpine equipment, reservoirs and distribution facilities 

as set forth in Sehedule 20£ the aereement of sale attached to the 

application. The 1948 annual. report of the operations of the Novato 

Water Com,any shows a fixed capital installed as of December 31, 194$ 

of $130,150, and a reserve for acc~ed depreciation of $32,984. 

The operating revenues for the year 194$ are reported at $22,634 

and operating expenses at $20,625~ including depreciation charges of 
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$3,007, resulting in c not revenue of ~2,009 for the yecr end of 1948 

opcr,~tion. The system supplie:d w:'.ter to o.bout 700 customers o.s of the 

end of 1945. 

Under th~ terms of the ~grcQment of sclo ~nd purchcse o.t~ 

tc.cht:::d to the cpplicD.tion, the North M~rin County ~:J"'tor District 

assumes tho oblig~tions of the company in connection with outst~nding' 

contr~cts ~s set forth on Schedule 3 of the ngrecment, represcnting' 

customers' cdv~nccs for construction upon which the co~p~y is ooli-· 

~tGd to refund or rei~bursc: s~id customers ~s ~nd when service connec­

tions nrc mcdc. A :C'ield invostig.lti.,n by ~n cnginvcr of tho 

Commission's sto.ff indic~t~d on~ rcp~ymcnt contr~ct which WD.S not in-' 

clud~d in Schedule 3. Further, the field invcsti~~tion disclosed some .. 
';;50 in customers' deposits r.:.'::.dc to cst::oblish cr~dit J ccrtr:'.in D.nnuc.l 

c.dvcnc0 y~yments for scrvic~) ~nd four contr~cts which provide for 

repc.yment ~t c rct0 diffcr~nt from th~t set forth in the utility's 

cppliccblc rulGs ond rogulctions. These mnttcrs were c~lled to the 

o.ttenticr. of rcprcscnt.:o.ti ves of the \!J:.tcr District, c.nd the a tt,~rncy 

for the \'lo.tcr District tr~nsmittcd on bcho.lf of th0 Bo~rd of Dir.ectors, 

by letter filed September S, 1949, the followins stipul~tion: 

'ITh~.t the jJorth M,:':rin Ccunty !'lo.tcr District will .".ssume 
to s,~tisfy :\11 consumers of the Nova. to 1\'o.tcr Com-'llny anti tl cd 
to refund of deposits; will honor ~nd recogniz~ the oblie~­
tions under th~ cxtonsion ccntrD.ct ami tted from tho contr.~.ct 
of 5.:.10; will honor:md rccogniz<:: ~ll of the extension con­
trccts her~tofore m:.de D.nd cxcc'..l.tcd by tho No v.:. to ~oJ'~tor 
Com~any rcgo.rdlcss of the form or non-conformity with rules 
a.."ld r(.!f"ulo.tions thon cxistint: of the Public Utilities Commis­
sion; and will honor ~nd rocornizc ell ndvance p~yments for 
wcter rn~dc by those ,crticulo.r consumers in the Bleck Point 
ArcC'..." 

The ~Ir~tcr District secks ·::tn order of C'.pprov.".l of the trcns.: 

fer o.t the ecrlicst pc~sibl~ dote due to the f~ct th~t th~ purcho~c 
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price of the system is held in escrow pending the Commission's order 

~nd the District must ,~y interest until the funds are rele~sed. 

The cction tcken herein sh~ll not be construed to be a 

finding of the vnluc of the pro'''crtic's herein. c.uthorizcd to be tr.?.ns- .. 

fcrr,~d. 

The Comnission h~s considered this matter ~nd is of the 

opinion th~t ~ p~blic he~rine is not noccss~ry ~nd th~t the ~pplic~­

tion should bo f,r~nted ~s herein provided, therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED ,~s follows: 

1. Albert H. Tresch end C~therine Tr~sch, ~fter 

the cffectiv~ d~to hereof ~nd on or befo~e 

November 1, 19~9, mny sell the w~ter proper­

tics referred to in this procc·.:::ding to the 

North r,!~rin County TjJ'~tcr District. 

2. Albert H. Tresch ~nd Cnthorine Tri.Jsch sh~.ll 

£'ile:; with the Commission within thirty (30) 

days e.fter the trc.nsfer of sc.id wnter proper-
, . 

tio.s, ."l statement indict:ti:le; .the CX.:lct ,dc.te 

upon which control of s~id properties Wc.s 

r01inquish~d . 

.3. On or b aforo the tr::msfcr of sClid wc.tcr propcr-

tics,. ;.lbert H. Trosch o.nd Co.thcrine Tresch 

shell refund to such custo~ers ns m~y be en~ 

titled theroto ~11 ~mounts, if ~ny, d0positcd 

for m~in extensions, meter or sorvico conncc~ 

tions end/or ~ny other purposo, end n~t l~tcr 

th:.n thirty DO) d~ys ::.fter the tr,"'nsfcr of 

- 3 -' 



MP 
A-30560 

s~id w~ter properties, sh~ll file with this 

Commission ~ st~tcment to the effect thnt ~ll 

such rcfunds~ if any, hcve been duly mcde. 

4. Upon compli~nce with p~r~graphs 2 and 3 ~bove, 

Albert H. Tresch end CD.therinc Trexh sh::ll 

stcnd r~lievcd of ~ll further, public utility 

obligations in connection with SD.id utility 

system. 

The authority h~rcin gr~nted will become effective upon the 

date hereof. 
. ~ 

Los J~ngclcs, Cnlifornio.) this V'.:lY of 

) CommisSioners." .' ... _." . 
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