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Decir>ion No. 43334 

BEFORE T:U: PUELIC UTILITIES COI.1MISS:ON OF THE STATS OF CALIFOiU;rA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
CITY OF LONG BEACH, a ~unic1pnl ) 
cor?crction, f.or tho construction of ) 
a crossing, at gracie, over the tracks) Application No. 30147 
of the Pacific El~ctric Ra1lway ) 
Compr..l:lY, by a public street, in the ) 
City of Long Ecach, County or Los ) 
Angeles, State of Ca11.fo:'nia. ) 

Irving r,~. Smith, City Attorn~y, by Jose".:)h B. Lamb, Doputy 
C1 ty A ttornoy ~ fo!' oppl'!.c con t. E. L. H. B1. ss ~.nMer 'for Pacific 
Electric Rnilwo:y Co:npany; Mrs •. h~ui Kowol for tos Cerritos Parent 
Teachers Association; EdwIJrd Lir~d.si;o1n 1'or Cn11forn1.a :10ights 
Buslne~s !':!en' c; AssociD.tion; R. 1). ~mott for 85 busine:Js houses :!on 
;':rigloy Heights Di~trict; Esrl rtausch for Orange and South Street 
!r.lprovemcnt A,ssoci:1-tion; F'rederick Sykes for the Long Beach Chamber 
of COl'nrnerce. 

o PIN ION 
---~---

In this proceeding, the City of tong Beach requests an 

order directing the cstab11shmcnt 1 at Grade, of a cro~sir~ for 

street ~ur,o~os over the right of way and tracks of the P~cific 

Elec tric Railwuy Compa.ny I &. t Wardlov! Road in said c 1 ty. 

A pub11c hearing was held in Lor!g .l3eD.ch on A~gus t 8, 19}.j.9, 

before Exa:n1ner Rowe, and tho ma. tter is now subm1 tted for de term1na-

t10n. 

Wardlow Rocd ::ouns j.n an eo.stcrly and westerly direction, 

while the Pacific Eloct:'ic tracks run generally ~~n 11 northwesterly 

and zoutheasterly d1roct1.on, carrying pa.ssengers between Los Angeles 

and tone Beach and intermed1~te points. 
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The nea.rest ex1st1n8 public crossing to the south of 

i:lardlow Road is approximately a half mile away a.t Spring Street,· 

dezignated as Cross1ng Vo. 6L-17.04. The nearest crossing 

(No. 6L-14.95) to the north is ",est of the Los Angeles River Flood 

Control ·Chan.'lel and is of srno.ll benef'i t to perS01"lS r·esiding in the 

triangle east of said channel, north of' Spring Street and west of 

the tra.cl:s. Subsequent to 'the opening of Spring Street across the 

Pac1fic 3lectric Railway Company tracl<s, the ~opulation in this 

area has increased ~pproximately 300%, and the pop~uation in Long 

Beach, generally, has nearly doubled. 

At present, the use of an Underpass by the public in 

the county adjacent to Bixby Road, deSignated as Crossing 

No. 6L-l,.89-B, creates a serious safety hazard. Th1s underpass 

was constructed as a storm drain and should be closed to vehicu-

lar traffic in the event the application herein is granted ~nd the 

t'lardlow Road crossing 1s constructed, thereby lessening the need 

for a vehicular traff1c outlet near Bixby Road. ThiS, according 

to the City :ngineer, could be effected by the city by physically 

closing Eixby ~oad to vehicular traffic at t~e city bo~mdary line 

u!'on the completion of llardlow Road cross1ng. The order authorizing 

construction of the ':!ardlo," Road crossing will b~ conditioned upon 

~he clos1ng of Bixby Road. 

Construction is presently under way upon a county bridge 

over the flood control channel,: at a cost of, roughly, one and a 

half mil110n dollars, at a point nearly opposite 223rd Street on 

the westerly side. The proposed cro.ssing will provide a convenient 

means of reach1ng this bridze for traffic originating east of the 
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Pacific Blectric Railway tracks and north of Spring Streot, and 

tor tr~fric entering the City of tong Beach by way ot the new bridge 

to rco.cli. points east of the ra.cific Electric tracks and nort21ol"ly 

of Spri~g Street. 

It is anticipated that this new bridge w11l carry a large 

volume of tra~fic and the proposed crossing will be the most con

venient means ot access to the cast ~nd north for those using the 

bridg';). Thv c0::1plet1.on ds to, n~ provided in tho contract for the 

constr'llction or this bridge, :t5 September 34 1 1950. The approaches 

and the construction of t~0 streets to thi.s bridge are ex'Oected to - . 
be cO:'l1pletec. before the end of June, 1950. 

A study of tho desirability of the proposed cro$s1ng was 

mode by the Los Angelos County Grade Crossing Committee, wh1ch has 

recotri!nended that the crossing be a.uthorized without grade separa.tion, 

if such separation is fo~~d to be impracticable •. The Sepulveda 

Freeway, Which is contempllltoc. by the Stat~ HighVlay CommiSSion, is 

expected to use the abovo~mentioned bridge, und Will, in reasonable 

prob3b1lity, be constructed over or above the tracks and will dimin~ 

ish the necessity for a grade separation at ~ard1ow Road so that an 

expendituro of large sums of money for a grade separation at the 

la tter leca tien do~s not appear jus tU'ied. 

The presence of a th~rty-1nch water mo,in of tho Metropoli

tan Wa.ter District, an eight-inch oil pipe line of Sunset Oil Com

po.ny 1 as well as several large e;a:; pipe l~.nes of the ci ty ~nd of 

private companios would greatly increase the difficulty and cost 

of Il grade sepilra. tio.'l at Werdlow Ro~d. 'dhile on expert witness for 

the Pacific Electric Ra.ilway Company statod tho.t, in his opinior., 

it Vlould be Do mistake to open this crossing without a grade 
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separntion, he admitted thot c grade se,aration here would be an 

expensive proceeding. 

This witness further ststed that this crossing would be 

purely for th~ benefit of automobile traffic one would be dotri

mental to the Pacific Eloctric Railway Company. There wos no con

flict in t:-.t1s test1mony; con~equently, the entire cost of t:':lo cross

ing con~ truc tj.on should be pnid by the QPplicant. The expert for 

the 01 ty recommended the usc of tho No. L,. wigwag, or automatic 

flegmcn, as a safoty foctor. The Pacific Electric Reilway Company's 

witness stnted that, in his opinion, nothing less than two standard 

No. e floshine light signals would SUffice. It appears, however, 

that, from the danger involved in this grade cross!ng, protection 

should be afforded by automatic crossing gates incorpornted with 

the rla~},1ins-t~~e automatic cros~ing signals. Any future treffic 

signals which are installed at the intersection of Wardlow Rond and 

the pro,osed Pacific Avenue Diagonal , should be effectively coord1-

nated with rail movements. 

According to the testimony of an engineer witness for the 

city, the work involved on the proposed crossing will require 

a~proxinately one year. Consequently, the completion of the con~ 

struct10n proposed in the present application should approximately 

c01ncide with thot 01" the above-mentioned bridge over the Los Angeles 

River Flood Cont~ol Channel. 

The application to establish a crossing at grade will be 

granted sUbj~ct to the terms and conditions set forth in the tollow

ing order. Add1tionol protvctive measures may be prescribod in tho 

future should tho need therefor c.ppoar. 

I 
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A public hoarlng having been held, Emd the ma'cter 'being 

IT IS HBRZBY ORDERED that the City of Long Bench, in the 

COUIlty of Los Angeles, Stnte of California, is authorized to con

struct ~Brdlow Road, at grade, ncro~s the tracks of Pacific Elec

tric Railway Company at the location more particularly described 

in the application, and as shown on the map attached thereto, sub

ject to the following conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The cros~ing herein cuthorized shall be identified 
as crossing No. 6L-16'.51. 

(2) Applicant shall bear the entire construction expense, 
and ~aintenance cost outside of lines two feet out
side of rails. Pacific Electric Railway Company sha~l 
bellr maintenance costs between such lines. 

(3) Protection shall be afforded by two au~omatic cross:tnS 
gatos incorporated as a supplement to two stllndard 
No.8 flashing light signals (General Order No. 75-B). 
Prior to their installation, plans and circuits of 
o1ena11ng devices shall be submitted to, and approved 
by, the Commi$sion. The ent1re cost ot acquiring and 
constructing this protection shall be borne by appli
cant, and 1 ts rnaintcnllnce shall be at 'che eXT,>ense of 
the PaCific ElectriC Railway Company. 

(4) All futuro traffic signals which are to be installed 
at the intersection of Wardlow Road and the proposed 
Pacific Avenue Diagonal, shall be effectively coordi
nated with ro1l movemonts over the tracks hereby author
izod to be crossed in a manner satisfactory to the 
Commission. 

(5) The opening to' the publ:l.c of Wa.rdlow Road across Pacific 
Electric Ru1lway Company troclcs, as authorized herein, 
oho.ll not be made until such M.rne as tho bridge over 
the Los Angeles River Flood Control Channel, referred 
to in the opinion of this order, has been completed, 
together with the connecting roadway oast of the bridge, 
and. bot'h. have boeu opened to publ'.c travel. nor shall 
such oJ:joning to the public of 'w'Jardlow :toad across said 
tracks be made unless contemporaneously thereWith, 
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Bixby Road immediately east of Crossing No. 
6L-15.89-B shall be closed to vehicular traffic 
at the city boundary line, thereby effectively 
preventing the use of said Crossing No. 6L-15.89-B 
by others than pedestrians. 

(6) Applicant shall, within 30 days thereof, notifY 
this Commissioh, in writing, of the completion 
of the installation of said crossing and of its 
compliance "li tl1 the provisions b.ereof. 

(7) The authorization herein granted shall lapse if 
not exercised "'ithin 2 years after the date hereof, 
unless further time be granted by subsequent order. 

The effective date of this order shall be 20 days after 

the date hereof. 

day of 


