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Decision Mo. 23334

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATT OF CALIFORIIA

In the Matter of the Apnlication of )
CITY OF LONG BzACH, a2 municipal )
corporation, for the constructicn of )
a crossing, at grade, over the tracks) Application No. 30147
of the Paciflic Electric Rallway )
Company, by & public street, in the )
City of Long Bcach, County of Los )
Angeles, State of California. )

Irving M. Smith, Clty Attoraey, by Joseoh B, Lamb, Deputy
City Attorney, for appllecaunt. E. L, H. Bissinger Tor Pacifle
Zlectric Railway Company; Mrs. Peul Kowal lor Los Cerritos Parent
Teachers Association; Zdward Lindsteiln for California Heights
Businecss Men's Association; R. L. Liliott for 35 business houses in
Wrigley Heights District; Larl Hausch jor Orange and South Street
Improvemont Associztion; Frederick Sykes for the Long Beach Chamber
of Commerce.

In this proceeding, the City of Long Beach reguests an
order directing the establishment, at srade, of a cressing for
street nurposes ovor the right of way and tracks of the Pacific
Electric Rallway Company, &t Wardlow Road in said city.

A public hearing was held in Long Besch on Ausust 8, 19.9,

before Examiner Rowe, and the matter is now submitted for determina-

tion.

Wardlow Road runs in an easterly and westerly direction,
while the Paciflc Electric tracks run generally %in a northwesterly
and southeasterly direction, carrying passengers vetween Los Angeles

and Long Beach and Intermedlste points.
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The nearcst existing public crossing to the south of
Wardlow Road is approximately a half mile away at Spring Street,:
csignated as Crossing No. 6L-17.04, The nearest crossing'
(No. 6L-1%.95) to the north is west of the Los Angeles River Flood
Control Channel and is of small benefit to persons residing in the
triangle east of said channel, north of Spring Street and west of
the tracls. Sﬁbsequent to the opening of Spring Street across the
Pacific Zlectric Railway Company f{racks, the population in this
area has increased approximately 300%, and the population in Long

Beach, generally, has nearly doubled.

4t present, the use of an underpass by the public in

the county adjacent to Bixby Road, designated as Crossing

No. 61-15.89-B, creates a serious safety hazard. This underpass
was constructed as a storm drain and should be closed to vehicu-
lar traffic in the event the application herein is granted and the
Wardlow Road crossing is constructed, thereby lessening the need
for a vehicular traffic ocutlet near Bixby Road. This, according
to the City Zngineer, could be effceted by the ceity by physically
closing Bixby Road to vehicuvlar traffic at the city boundary line

upon the completion of Wardlow Road crossing. The order authorizing v/

construction of the ‘Wardlow Road crossing will he conditioned upon

vhe closing of Bixby Road.

Construction is presently under way upon a county bridge
over the flood control chantel,. at a cost of, roughly, one and a
half million dollars, at a point ncarly opposite 223rd Street on
the westerly side. The proposed c¢rossing will provide a convenient

neans of reaching this bridze for traffic originating east of the
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Pacific Electric Ralflway tracks and north of Spring Streot,‘and

for traffic entering the Clty of Long Beach by way of the new bridge
to reach points east of the ?aciric Electric¢ tracks and nortierly

of Spring Strect.

It is anticipated that this new bridge will carry a large
volume of tralfic and the proposed crossing will be the most con=-
venient means of access to the cast and north for those using the
bridge. The completion date, as provided in the contract for the
construction of this bridge, ls Sepotember 1, 1950. The approaches
and the construction of the streets to this bridge are expected to
be completed before the end of June, 1950.

A study of the desirabilisy of the proposed crossing was
made by the Los Angelos County Grade Crossing Committee, which has

recommended that the crossing be authorized without grade separation,

if such separationAis fouwnd to be impracticable. The Sepulveda

Freeway, which is contemplated by the State Highway Commission, is
expected to use the above-mentioned bridgc; and will, in reasonable
probablility, bYe constructed over or &bove'the tracks and will dimin-
ish the necessity for a grade soparation at wardlow Road so that an
expenditure of large sums ol monoy for a grade separation at the
latter location dods not appear justified.

The presence of & thirty-inch water main of the Metropoli-
ten Water District, an eight-inch oil pipe line of Sunset 0il Com~
pany, as well ag several large gas pipe lines of the c¢ity and of
privete companics would greatly Iincrease the difficulty sand cost
of a grade separation at Werdlow Road. ‘While an expert witness for

the Paciflic Zlectric Railway Company stated that, in his opinion,

it would be a mistake to open this crossing without a grade
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separation, ne admitted thst & grade sewaration here would be an
expensive proceeding.

This witness further stated theat this c¢rossing would be
purely for the benefit of sutomobile traffic and would be detri-
mental to the Pecific Zlectric Railway Company. There was no con-
flict in this testimony; consequently, the entire cost of tho cross-

ing construction should be pald by the applicant. The expert for

the city recommended the use of the No. U wigwag, or automatic

flegmen, as a sefety factor. The Pacific Electric Rallway Company's
wltness stated that, in his opinion, nothing less than two standard
No. & flashing light signals would suffice. It appears, however,
that, from the danger invelved in this grade crossing, protection
should be afforded by automatic crossing gates incorporated with

the flashing-type automatic crossing signals. Any future traffic
signals which are installed at the intersection of Wardlow Road and
the proposed Pacific Avenue Diagonal, should be effectively coordi-
nated with rall movements.

According to the testimony of an engineer witness for the
city, the worlk involved on theAproposed crossing will require
approximately on¢ year. Consequently, the completion of the con-
structlon proposed in the present application should approximately
coincide with thet of the above-mentioned bridge over the Los Angeles
River Flood Control Channel.

The appllcation to establish a crossing at grade will be
granted subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the follow-
ing order. Additional protective mcasures may be prescribed in the

future should the need therefor appear.
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A publlc hearing having been held, &nd the matter being

under submissiosn,

IT IS HIREBY ORDERED that‘the City of Long Beach, in the
County of Los Angeles, State of Californla, is authorized to cone
struct Wardlow Read, at grade, across the tracks of Pacific Elec-
tric Rallway Company at the location more particularly describedl
in the application, and as shown on the mop attached thereto, sub-
Ject to the following conditions and not otherwlse:

(1) The crossing herein asuthorized shall be identified
as Crossing No. 61-15.51.

(2) Applicant shall bear the entire coastruction expense,
and maintenance ¢ost outside of lines two feet out-
side of rails. Pacific Zlectric Railway Company shall
bear maintenance costs between such lines.

Protection shall be afforded by two automatic erossing
gates incorporated as a supplement to two standard

No. & flashing light signals (General Order No. 75-B).
Prior to thelr installaotion, plans and c¢ircuits of
signaling devices shall be submitted to, and approved
by, the Commission. The entire cost of acquiring and
constructing this protectlion shall be borne by appli-
cant, and 1ts maintenance shall be at the expense of
the Pacific Electrle Railway Company.

All future traffic signals which are to be installed

et the lntersection of Wardlow Road and the proposed
Pacific Avenue Diagonal, shall be effectively coordi~
nated with rail movements over the tracks hereby author-
ized to be c¢rossed in a manner satisfactory to the
Commission,

The opening to the public of Wardlow Road across Pacific
Electric Ruilway Company tracks, as authorized hereln,
shall not be made until such time as the bridge over

the Los Angeles River Flood Control Channel, referred

to in the opinion of this order, has been completed,
together with the connecting roadway cast of the bridge,
and both heve been opened to public travel, nor shall
such opening to the pudblic of Wardlow Road across said
tracks be made unless contemporancously therewith,

\
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Bixby Road immediately east of Crossing No.
6L-15.89-B shall be closed to vehicular traffic

at the city boundary line, thereby effectively
preventing the use of said Crossing No, 61-15.89-B
by others than nedestrians.

Applicant shall, within 30 days thereof, notify
this Commissioh, in writing, of the completion
of the installation of said crossing and of its
compliance with the provisions hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse if

not exercised within 2 years after the date hereof,
unless further time be granted by subsequent order.

The effective date of this order shall be 20 days after
the date hereof.

7 g - |
r/ .
D?;ed at Xlgon T7amcigle ., California, thiscX .7.9,

A Lo dei , 1949,

day of &Lﬁ
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