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Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PU~,LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA.TE OF CALIFOR!l.TTA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
The Co~~ty of Venturs for An Order 
Authorizing the Southern 'Pocii'ic' 
Cornpany to Grllnt an Easement to the 
COU!"lt~r of Ventura. Acros s the Tro.cks 
and Right of '.V:..y of s~1id Co:np~ny in 
said County of Ventura. and for an 
Order Authorizin~ the Co~struction of 
Il Public Cross:!.ng of the Railroad of 
said Southern 'PA..cific Co!npo.ny by a: 
Public Road at ~ 'Point in said Venture 
County b·:lt~· .. een EXisting 'Public Crossings 
on said Railroad Nos. B A E 406.6 nnd 
B A E 408.L.. 

• 

) 
) 
) 
) Application No. 30001 , , 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

M. Arthur Waite, District Attorney, by Donnld D. Roft, 
Doputy District Attorney. for applicant; Don R. Holt, for 
rtIrB ~ lfilnnle May BahnB J TIm1oo1ph ~arr, [or DOUuhurn fnGlfl0 GompanJ; 
protlllstant. 

o 'P 1 r\ ION -------

In the ~bove-numoGrod proceeding, the County of Ventura 

seeks ~uthority to c~nstruct a public cros$ing at gr~clo over the 

Ojai Br~nch of Southern p~ciric Company. to serve a new real 

est~ te subci vis ion of tho Rancho Srmto Ana Vis tao 

A public hearing in the matter wos held before Exnminc.:' 

Agel" at Ver.turs. on Ma~r 10 .• 1949. Evidence was o.dduced indicatinG: 

the necessity for the crossing, but the same evidence also showed 

that the proposed ~lignment of the roo.d was ~oor and the a~proaeh 

grade from the south was excessive (8.07 per cent to 10.1$ per cent). 

South.ern ?acific COr.1pany protested the grar.tirl!; of the application 
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on the srou.nds th=-t, a.s pro::,Jozed, it 'J'ould constitute M 

u..r-... 1"JSCCSS(lry hazo.rd. No difference of ol'in.iol"l. o.rose be ... 

tween o.?plico.nt .:md Southern Po,cific Compo.ny o.s to the 

necessity for the crossing, o.nd at the conclusion of 

the hoaring, therefore, an ::.djournment i'lO.S to.ken, with 

the u.ndcrstandinl,; tho. t applicnnt :md Southern ?ncific 

Compo.ny ~lould o.ttcmpt jointly to develop .,. plo.n which 

~;ould climino.to the objcctiono.blc fe~tures cont~ined in 

the origino.l o.pplic;;.tiol"l .• 

A sUl'ple::lentCl.l applico. tion ~:o.s filed on June 27, 

19l.f.9, to i'll"'..1ch is o.tto.chcd 0. revised pl~, both Cl.S to 

o.ligr.mcnt :lnd gro.dcs, of the proposed crossing. Southern 

PD.cific Compo.ny, in its lettor of August 5, 1949, hi..1S in .. 
.. 

dic='.ted tho.t i t i~'ill offor no objection. to thG construction 

as no~'t proposed, !)rovidcd ccrt.:tin conditions C'.I'C il1corporo.ted 

in tho Cot"l!lission's order. Applico.nt, in its letter of 

August 18, 1911-9, hCl.s indicntcd th~t tho conditions suggested 

by Southern Pacific Comp~ny ~ro ~ccoptoblo. 

As indic~tcd in the foregoing opinion, thero is 

no controversy a: to the necessity for a crossing, ~t gro.dc,. 

~nd since applic~nt ~nd Southern ?ocific Comp~ny are in 

~grcement on the new pl~, which also conforms to the Com­

mission's st~nd~rds, thoro o.p,oors to be no need for further 

henr1ng. The :J.pplic~tion ,·;il1 be grnntod. 
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o R D E R 

A public heoring huving beon held, ~ncl the Commission 

beine fully advised in the premises, 

IT IS HERESY ORDERED that the County of ventura is 

authorized to construct a public ro~d, ~t grndo, ncross the Ojai 

Branch of Southern P~cific Company, at the location described in 

the supplemental application ~d as shown on the map ~ttached 

thereto, subject to the following conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The crossing sh~ll be identified as Crossing 
No. BAE-407.6. 

(2) The entire expense of constructing the crossing 
shall be borne by applicant. The cost of main­
tenanco of that portion of the crossing up to 
lines two teet outside of the r~ils sholl be 
borne by applicant. The mAintenance of that 
portion of the crossing between lines two feet 
outside of the rails s~ll be borne by Southern 
Pocific Company. Southern Pocific Company sholl 
perform all actual work or constructing the 
crossing between lines two feet outside of the 
roils. 

(3) The crossing shall be constructed of a width or 
not less than 36 feet, with grades of a'Pproach 
not greater than six per cent; shall be con­
structed equal or superior to type shown as 
Standord Ho. 2 in our General Order No. 72; 
shall be protected by two Standard No. l-A 
crossing signs, as specified in our General 
Order No. 75-B, and sholl in every way be made 
suitable for the possage thereon of vehicles· 
and other road traffic. 

(4) The embankment on the east side or the railroad 
tracks shall be so excavated ~$ to improvo the 
view conditions north of' the proposed roadway 
for a distance of at losst 300 feet so that tho 
driver of any vehicle approaching the crossing 
froI':l the state hi~hway will h:lve a.n unrestricted 
view of the railroad for a distance of at least 
300 feet north of the crossing during the last 
50 feet of travel a.pproaching the tra.cks. 
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(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days there­
atter, not1fy this Commission, in writing, of 
the completion of the installation of said cross-
1n~ and or its compliance with the conditions 
hereof. 

(6) The authorization herein granted shall lapse if 
not exercised within one (1) year ofter the date 
hereof, unless further time 13 granted by sub­
sequent ord.er. 

(7) The Co~~iss1on reserves the right to make such 
fUrther orders relative to the loc~tion, con­
struction, operation, maintenance, and protection 
of such crossing as to it may seem right and 
proper, and to revoke its permission it, in 1ts 
judgment, public convenience, necessity, and 
sufety demand such ~ction. 

The effoctive date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

. days after the date 

. 1949. 


