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12 STATE OF CALIFORNIA

S PUBLIC UTILITIES CCiLiISSICH OF T

In the Matter of the Application of

Peninsula Scrvice Corporation for

Certificate of Public Convenience Application No. 30206
and MNecescity. :

DiMariz and DiMaria, by Philip A. DiMaria,
for applicant, and Emmett . surns and

Arthur T, Bridsett for Calderon Real Property
Uemers rProtectave Association.

OPINIQON

Peninsula Service Corporation, & corporation, asks the
Commiczsion to grant it a certificate of public convenience and necessity
to constiuct and operate a public utility water system within a sub-
cdivided area located annroximately two miles north of the City of
Mountain View, Santa Clara County. The Commission is also asked to
establish meter raves for the water service to ve furnishedd

A public hearing in thisz proceeding was held in Nountain View
before Ixaminer Stava.

Applicant had asgked in a former application, No. 29027, for
a certificate for a 925-nc¢re territory in the same general arca it now
Pronosces to serve. This request was denied by the Commission in its
Decision No. 42020, issued September 3, 1948, mainly on the grounds
that plans for furnishing the service were indefinite and on the further
grounds that the application was opposed by practically all of the
property owners in the area.

In this proceeding applicant has restricted its request for
a certificate to a li-acre area, consisting of Lots Nos. 34, 35, and 36,
of Sicrra Vista aAddition No. l; Lots Nos. 11, 25, 26 and 27, of Sierra
Vista Addition No. 23 Lots Nos. 20, 21, 47, 48, and L9 of Sierra Vista
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Addition No. 3; and Lots Ne. 6 and 7 Sierra Vista Addition No. 4. These
lots can Yo subdivided into approximately 50 residential lots. At
preseat there are 12 dwellings within the proposed service arca.

The record shows that water service is presently being supplied
to five of the dwellings from a lcased well, and to an unoccupied honme
from a new well owned by applicant. A flat rate of 3.50 per month is
being charged for the sorvice from the leased well.

Applicant has drilled a ten-inch well 220 fect deep and in-
stalled an ecleetrically driven turbine pump, together with 1,500-gallon
pressurc tank at the well site., Water presently is distributed from
this wcll through 182 feot of four-inch pipe. The cost of the installed
portion of the systom is $h;908. Applicant proposes to install 2,980

foct of four-and two-inch pipc to scrve the balance of wWi¢ YIash U @

cost of wk,283, resulting in a total investment of 39,191 in the systom.

Applicant requested the Commission to establish a schedule of
rates that provides for a monthly minimum charge of $2.50 with an
allowance of 700 cubic feet of water. For oxcess use the charges are
daercascd through three blocks to 15 conts per 100 cubic feet, for
quantitics over 10,000 cubic fect. However, &t the hearing a witniss
for applicant stated that a reduced rate would be acceptable in view of
lewer rates being offcetive in the general area for similor service.

The Board of Supervisors of Santa Clara County on December 9,
1947, grantcd applicant permission to construct and operatc water pipe

lines in, along and uader county roads in the area for which a ™

certificate was requested in Application No. 29037 and which also covers

the arca requested herein.

Property owners within the proposad service area testified
that tho watcer obtainable from shallow wells in that scetion was not a .
safe or satisfactory supply for domestic purpeses, as it was distasteful
and subjecet to possible contamination from septic tanks in the surround-
ing torritory;y and,owing to its hard guality,water softcners wore
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roquired to make the water usable for nouwscheld purposcs. These
witncsses, some o f whom arc nlso dircetors of the company, desired a
utility water service instcad of the cxpense of installing and operating
their individual well, pump and water softener. .These witnesses desire
to subdivide their property and build dwellings for sale purposcs; and

o public utility water supply is roguired before the homes can be -
financed through the Federal Housing administration.

A guncral protost was made to the granting of the certificate
by the property owncrs surrounding the proposed service area, who have
formod an organization called the Calderon Real Property Owners
Protoctive dssociation and roprusented some 425 moembers. Witnesses for
the protostants testificd that they owned aercage varying from one- to
36-ccre parcels; that 2ach parcel had a'well, pump, and tank that
supplicd water for domestic and irrigation usc and represented an
average investment in exeess of 31,000, Almost all of thesc protestants
had gordens, trecs, somc chickens or rabbits and claim that they had

moved from cities to live in the country in order to aveid the various

sanitary, water and other restrictions imposcd by citics brought about

by the concentration of population within their boundarics. These
witnesscs feared that the drilling and operation of a deep well by &
public utility would lower the water table in this torritory and

would deprive them of water from their owvn wells. A witness testified
that it was necessary to lower the pump at the VWhisman School bectuse
irrigation pumping in the vicinity Had lowercd the water table. Other
witnesses testified that o utility district should be formed and water
obtained from San Francisco Water Department, o5 its new Heteh Hetchy
line is ecxpected to be installced through this tcrriﬁory.

The protestants contend that this Comnission has no authority
or jurisdiction to grant applicant o certificate to operate a public
utility unlcess applicaﬁt shall first have obtained a permit from the
Department of Public %Works to take water from subterrancan channels &8
provided by the Water Code of the State of Californmia.
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Applicant takes the position that protestants have recourse
to the civil courts if thcy suffer any damage from a lowered water
table rcsulting from applicant's oporations; that a utility well

operation could not be compared to the production required for irrigae-

tion of a celery crop, and that protestants rosiding one to 1% miles

from a 220-foot well would certainly not be affocted by its operations;
that permits from the Department of Public Works arc rcquired only for
withdrawals of watcr from subtorrancan streams flowing through main
and definite channels which underground condition is non-existent in
this territory.

The record does not show that there arce any definite water
channcls in the area. The cvidence does show that water is obtained
from different strata at varying depths and almost at any location.
However, the quality of thie water generally varics with the depth and
appears to be of a botter quality from the deooper zones. Under these
conditions o permit from the Department of Public Works would not be
necessary.

The record shows that applicant has asked for a certificate
to furnish water to property not supplied by privately owned wells or
by any utility and where the owners thereof definitely desire a public
utility water service instead of privately ovmed wells and pumping
plants. Under the circumstances, the Commission feels that it is in
the public intercst that a certificate be granted applicant, for the
area requested. Protestants can, of course, control the expansion of
the utility service area by not selling their properties to subdividers,
clthough the rccord indicates the trond of development of this territory
is toward a suburban residential area.

A schedule of rates will be established in the following order
that will provide for charges that arc similar to those offective on

systens similarly operated.
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The ecertificate of public convenicnee and nccessity issued
herein is subject to the following provisions of law:

That the Commission shall have no power to authorize the
capitalization of this certificate of public convenience

and necessity or the right to own, operatc or ¢njoy such
cortificate of public convenience and necessity in coxcess

of the amount (oxclusive of any tax or annual charge)

actually paid to the State as the consideration for the

issuance of such certificate of public convenience and
nccessity or right.

QRDER

The above-ecntitled application having been considered, a
public hearing having been held, the matter having been submitted and
now being ready for decision,

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenicnce and
necessity will require the comstruction and operation of a public utility
water system by Peninsula Service Corporaticn, a corporation, in Santa
Clara County, in the arca sct forth in a map marked Exhibit No. L in
this procceding; thercefore,

IT IS HECREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public convenience
and nccessity be and it is granted Peninsula Service Corporation, a
corporation, to construct and operate a public utility system for the
distribution and sale of water within the territory hercinabove
described,

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER CRDERID as follows:

1. Applicant shall file four copics of the rates set forth
in BExhibit A attached to this order, together with rules
and regulations and a tariff service arca map acceptable
to this Commission and in accordance with the requirements
of General Order No. 96, within ten (10) days after the
effective date hercof,to be charged for water service
rendered on and after Deccmber 1, 1949.

Applicant shall notify this Commission in writin%, within
thirty (30) days thereafter, of the completion of the
facilities scheduled for construction,but not installed
at the time of the hearing,on the system for which this
certificate is granted.
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3. Applicant shall, within forty (40) days after the effective
date of this order, file four copics of a comprchensive map,
drawn to an indicated scale of not less than 400 fect to the
inch, delineating by appropriate markings the various tracts
of land and territory served and the location of the various
properties of applicant. '

The authorization herein granted will be void if not exercised
within one (1) year from the date hercof.

The effcctive date of this order shall be twenty (20) days

after the date hercof, /Q,/L‘
/=
. day

Dated at San Francisco, California, this
of 1924'90

_:‘_P/ LY. 0". 74’;[;;2’ 47 72,{/

/ Commissioners.




Schedule No. 1

METER RATES
APPLICABILITY

applicable to all measurcd water service.

TERRITORY

In on arca at the intergection of Rengotorff Avenue and Leghorn Stroot,
conoisting of approximetely 14 acres and located two miles nerth of the City
of Mountein View, Sante Clars County.

RATES . Por Meter
-_. Per Month

Minimun Charges:

For 5/8 x 3/4-inch meter
For 2/L.inch meter

For l=inch meter .
For li-tnch metor . . .
For 2-inch moter . . . . .

The monthly minimum chorge will entitle
cugtomer to the quantity of water which
monthly minimum charge will purchase at
following monthly quentlity charges.

Quantity Charges:

Firot 700 cublec feot or less .
Next 800 cu.  £t., per 100 cu.
Next 3,000 ¢u. ft., per 100 cu.
Next 5,500 cu. ft., per 100 cu.
Ovor 10,000 cu. f%., per 100 cu.




