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3EFOR:':: Tr:Z PUBLIC UTI:i:.ITISS C01G:ISSICt,T OF 'rm: STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the !.1,ltter of the AppliGation of 
?~ninsul~ S~rvicG Corporation for 
Certificate of Public Convenience Application No~ ;0206 

d .r • an .':cceSSl ty. 

DiZvbric. und DiMaria I by Phj}Jr A. Dil"'Ia~, 
for applicant, and E~ytt-r~rns and 
Uthur T _2rJ..d$ett for CaTderon""Teal Property 
v~mers Frotect1vc Associ~tion. 

o PIN lOr: ------._--

Peninsula Service Corporation, a corporo.tion 1 asks the 

Co:nr:1i;::siorl -CO gra:'lt ita c0rtific~tc of.' public convenience and ne cezcity 

to COl1st;. ... uct and operate a public utility \lrater system vlithin 0. sub-. 

cii ·:ic.ed area locatec'. D.:)proy.imc.tel:y tV10 miles north of the City of 

Mountain ViC'll, Santa Clarn County. The Corr.mission is .!llso asl~eC: to 

est.:,blish ~eter ra:Ces for t!1C ....... ater service to be furnished; 

A public hearing in this proceedin,s VfilS held in Mountain View 

before Examiner Stav~. 

Applicant had azkecl i~ a form.er npplication, No. 29027, for 

~ certificate for a 925-~crc territory in the s~mc scneral area it now 

propoccs to serve. This rcc:uec.t W~\S denied by the Commission in its 

Decision No. 42020, issued Sept0m~er ;, 194$, mainly on the grounds 

thc.t pl'lns for furnishing the service 'Vrero indefinite and on the further 

grountis that the application was opposed by pructically all of the 

property owners in the ar~a. 

In this proceeding ~pplicant has restricted its request for 

0. certificate to a 14-ucr~ area, consistinr; of Lots Nos. 34, ),5, :?:'ld 36 .. 

of Sicrro. Visto. Addition iJo. 1; Lots Nos_ 11, 25, 26 D.nd 27, of Sierra 

Vistt. Addition No.2; Lots Nos. 20, 21, 47, 4$, o.nd 49 of Siorr~ Vist<l 
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Addition No.3; and Lots No. 6 ~nd 7 Sierra Vista Addition No.4. These 

lots c~n be subdivided into approximntcly 50 residcnti~l lots. At 

present there ~re 12 d .... lellings within the proposed service arco.. 

The record shows that water service is pr0scntly being supplied 

to five of the dwellings from a le~scci. \·,rell~ and to D.n unoccupied home 

from a new well o\~ed by applic~nt. A flat r~te of J3.50 per month is 

bcir.g cho.rgcd for the soJrvicc from the l.;;~sed well. 

Applicant hns dril10d n ten-inch well 220 £c~t deep and in­

stalled ~n electrically driven turbine pump, together with 1,500-gallon 

pressure tolnk .'l t the ·,.,~ll sitG. U::ttcr presently is distribut~d from 

this w~ll through 1$2 feet of four-inch pipe. Th0 cost of the inst~llcd 

portion of the system is ~4,90e. Applic~nt proposes to inst~ll 2)9$0 

feet of four- and t,.,o-inch pipe to serve th~ b.:-.lc.nce of y~;9 ~r~~~ au a 
cost, of -;;.4,ZS3, resulting in ~ tottll investmont of :';'9~l9l in tho sy~tom.. 

Applicant requested the Co~~ission to establish ~ schedule of 

r~t;vS that provides for Cl monthly r:1.inimu."':1 charge of' .~2.50 with an 

allow~nc~ of 700 cubic root of wat~r. For oxcoss usc the chcrgcs ~ro 

d~crcascci through three blocks to 15 cents per 100 cubic feet, for 

qu~ntitics over 10,000 cubic fe.at;. Howcver, ~t the heuring a witness 

for o.pplico.nt st~tcd th.::.t n reduced r.'Zltc would be o.cceptnblc in view o! 

lctoT~r ro.tcs bt;)ing cffceti va in tho general a.rca for simil~r service. 

The Board of Supervisors of So.nt~ Cl~r~ County on December 9, 

1947, gr~ntcd ~pplic~nt permission to construct and opcrntc w~ter pip~ 

lines in, along c.nd under county ro:.dz in the area for which u '. 

ccrtiiicnte w~s r~qucstQd in Applicntion No. 29037 and '~hich o.lso covers 

the aroa requested herein. 

Property owners within the proposed service are~ testified 

thGt th.;,; ""/~tcr obtoinob1c from 511.:>.110\.-1 wells in thnt section \'l.:lS not .:l 

s~fo or s~tisf~ctory supply for do~cstic purposes, c.s it ~.s distasteful 

~nd subject to possibl~ cont~mination from septic t~nks in th~ surround­

in,,!; terri to·ry; and ,owing to its oo.rd quo.lity~ w~tcr sol'tcnc::"s 'vlc:rc 
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roquired to make the w~t~r ~s~bl~ for household ,urpos~s. These 

witnosses, some 0 f whom o.r(.; :".150 directors of the compo.ny, desired u 

utility water service in~teo.cl of the CA,C.nS(;! of insto.lling o.nd operating 

th~ir individunl well, pump ~nd w~tcr softcn~r. .ThesQ witn~sncs desire 

to subdivide their property ~nd build dwellings for 50.1e purposes; and 

:). publ~c utility w~tcr supply is rNiuir.cd before the homas can be --. 
fin.:o.nc..::d throuJ;h the:; Federal Housing Ad:'lini::.tro.tion. 

A guncro.l protest ~'1'::'~ mo.dc to the gr~nting of the certific~tc 

by the property owners surroundine th~ propos~d service urea, who ho.vc 

formed .:o.n organization ccll~d the C~ldcron Rco.l P~op~rty Owners 

Prot~cti vc AssociCLtion c.nd ruprliscnt~d some 425 r.'l~r.l.bwrs. ~vitni:lsscs for 

th~ protcst~".nts t~stifi..::d th;;-.t th~y o\'mod t.crcngc v:.rying from onc- to 

36-:.crc p.:\rc~ls; th.:o. t ·~o.ch p::'.rccl hc.d c. well, pum;>, .:.nd tank that 

supplied \'I.:'.t<.:r for clomcstic end irrigation us~ and rcproccntcd~n 

avcr~g(: inv~stmcnt in excess of ;~l,OOO. Almost :\.11 of these protost\l1'lts 

h~d g~rdcn$, trees, some chickens or r~bbi ts and cl~im thc.t they hod 

moved from citi~s to liv~ in the country in orci0t' to .:lvoid the vnrious 

s~nit.:-.ry, wo.t..::r end other restrictions imposed by cititls brought a.bout 

by the conc~ntro.tion of popul.:ttion i'lithin th0ir bO'-tnd~rics. These 

witnesses fc~rcd th~t the drilling .:lnd opcr~tion of ~ deep well by ~ 

public utility would lower the wntcr tabl~ in this territory and 

would d.::privc them of '::!o.t(.;r from. th(;:ir O\':n wells.. A witness testified 

'thC'.t it Wc.s neccss~ry to lowe:::, th0 pump 0. t thu Uhism..1n School b~<:c.uoe 

irrigc.tio:1 pumping in th0 vicinity h.'ld lOi'1or.::d th~ W:ltor table. Other 

witncss(;:s tt.::stifiod th.:tt .:t utility district should be formed and Wo.t0:'~ 

obtained from S.:.n Fr.:mcis co Hc.tcr Dcpc.rtmcnt, .:t s its n~w Hetch. H(.;'tchr 

line is cxpoctcd to be instt,llcd through this territory. 

The protost.:;nts contend thnt this Coml'llission hns no ~uthor:ity 

or jurisdiction to gro.nt .:;pplic~nt 0. ccrti.ficat;,) to opero.te 0. p.ublic 

utility unless c.pplico.nt sh.:-.ll first ho.v~ obt~incd n permit from the 

Dop=.-.rtr:wnt of Public ';I'Jorks to to.ke ''later from subterro.n~D.n c h.."lnnels ~s 

provided b)~ the \·'!.?t.::r Cod0 of th~ St<:.tc of Cc.lii'orni~ .. 
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Applic~nt takes the position t~~t protest~nts have recourse 

to the civil courts if they suifer any d~mo.gc from 0. lowered water 

to.blc resulting from o.pplicc.nt T S opcrutions; th:'. t a utility ''lc11 

opero.tion could not be compo.r~d to the production required for irriga­

tion of 0. celery crop, o.nd that protestants rosiding one to l~ miles 

froe a :2'20-foot well would c~rt.:linly not be affected by its operc.tions; 

that permits from the Depo.rtmcnt of Public ~:orks o.re required only for 

withdro.wnls of \'i'o.tcr from subterranean strea.ms flowing through m.:l.in 

o.nd definite channels ",hich und(.:rground condition is non-existent in 

this territory. 

The record d00s not show tlU:.t there nrc ::.ny definite ''later 

c~nnc1s in the o.r~~. The cvidcnc0 does show t~t wo.tcr is obto.ined 

fror.l diffcr01'lt stro:C.:l .:-..t v.1r'ling depths ':lnd o.lrnost o.t o.ny location. 

However, the qu.. .... li ty of the wo.tor gcncr:>.lly varies with the dopth und 

~ppcnrs to be of 0. botter qu~lity from tho deopor zones. Under these 

conditions 0. permit from the D0po.rtmcnt of Public Works would not be 

ncccss.:-.ry. 

The record shows that ~p,lic~nt has asked for a certifico.te 

to furnish -water to property not supplied by privately owned wells or 

by ~ny utility and ''lhere the owners thereof definitely desire a public 

utility W.:lter service instead of pri vateljr owned \'Iel15 and pumping 

plo.nts. Under the circ~~stancc~, the Comnlis5ion feols t~lt it is in 

the public interest that n certificate be granted applicant l for the 

.:lrea requested. Protestants ccn~ of course~ control the expansion of 

the utility service .:lrea by not selling their properties to subdividers, 

c1though the record indicates the trend of development of this territory 

is towa.rd a. suburban r~sidenti.:~l 0. reo. • 

A schedule of r.:ltes will be cst~blishcd in tho following order 

that will provide for c~rgcs t~t arc Similar to those effective ort 

systems similnrly oporctcd. 
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The ccrtific~t~ of public convenience ~nd necessity issued 

herein is subject to the followin/:; provisions of 10.\-1: 

Tha.t tho Commission shall hD.ve no pov!cr to :l.uthorize the 
cnpitnlizntion of this certificate of public convenience 
:tnd necessity or the right to own, opcrnto or enjoy such 
cortific~tc of public convcni~ncc and necessity in excess 
of the .:u:'lount (exclusivc of c.ny tnx or o.nnual c~rgc) 
~ct~lly paid to the St:tto ns the considcrntion for the 
issu~nce of such ccrtific~t~ of public convenience and 
necessity or right. 

o it D E R ...... - --
T~c ~bove-entitlcd ~pplic~tion ~~vins been considered, a 

public hco.ring h:tving boon hold, thw mutter having beon submitted and 

now being rc~dy for decision: 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT tmt public convenience and 

necessity will require the construction and oporo.tion of :l public utility 

\\'o.ter systc:= by Poninsulc Service Corporntion, -1 corporc.tion, in S~nt.:l 

Cl~r~ County, in the ~rea set forth in ~ map ~:trkcd Exhibit No. 1 in 

this proceeding; therefore, 

IT IS IillREBY Or~ERED t~t a certificate of public convenience 

and necessity be und it is granted Peninsula Service Corporation, a 

corporation, to construct and operate 0. public utility system for the 

distribution and sale of water within the territory hereinabove 

described. 

1. 

2. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDER:!:i) as .£'ollo\<1s: 

Applicant shall file four copies of the rates set forth 
i~ Exhibit A attached to this order, together with rules 
and regulations and a tariff cervice area map acceptable 
to this Co~nission and in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 96, within ten (10) days aftcr the 
effective date hercof,to be charged for water service 
rendered en and ufter Dccombcr 1, 1949. 

Applicant sholl notify this Commission in 'Ilriting, within 
thirty (30) d=-ys thereafter, of tho completion of the 
facilities scheduled for construction,but not installed 
at the time of the hcaring,o~ the system for which this 
certificate is granted. 
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:3. Applicant shall, within forty (40) days o.£ter the effe,ctiyo 
dote of this order, file four copies of ~ comprehensive map, 
drawn to an indicated sc~le of not less than 400 feet to the 
inch, delineating by appropriotc markings tho various tracts 
of land and territory served and the loc~tion of tho various 
properties of ~pplicant. 

The authorization herein gro.nted will 'co void if not exerCised 

within one (1) yoor from tho date hereof. 

The effective dato of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

o.itcr the date hereof. ~ 

~ San FranCisco, California, this ____ ~/~, __ ---____ daY 

of ~ 1949. 

..> , 
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Schedul~ No. 1 

METER RATES --
APPLICABILITY 

App11coole to 611 meeourod woter oerv1ce. 

TERRITORY 

In on aroa at the intersect10n of Rcngotorff Avenue and Leshorn Stroot, 
consisting of epprox1mete~ 14 ecree and located two m11eo north of the City 
of Mountain View, Sante Clore County. 

Minimum Chergos: 

For 5/8 x 3/~-1neh meter • • • 
For 3/4-inch met~r •• ~ • 

. . 
For 1-1nch meter • • • • • • • 
For 1;'.1nch meter • • • • • • • • • 
For 2-1nch meter • • • • • • • 

The monthly minimum chorge will ontitle the 
customer to the quont1ty of water wh1ch that 
:nonthly m1nimu:n charge will purchase at the 
folloW1ng monthly quont1 t.1 chargee.' 

~uont1t1 Charscs: 

F1rat 
N~xt 
Next 
Next 
Ovor 

700 cub1c feot or lese • • • 
800 cu. ft., per 100 cu. ft. • • • 

3,000 cu.,ft" per 100 cu. ft. . , . 
5,500 cu. ft., per 100 cu. ft •• 

10,000 cu. ft., por'lOOcu. ft •. 

EXHIBIT A 

Per ~ter 
Per Month 

$2.25 
2.50 
4.00 
6.00 
9.00 

2.25 
.30 
.25 
.20 
.15 


