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,(,i ...... ~"."r-Decision No. '~ ... :.. _'i,I...') -------------------
BEFOrtE THE ?UBLIC UTI1I'l'IZS C o:r.;1:IS8ION 07 THE S TATE OF CALIF.;;:.nNIfI. 

'In the matter of the Application of 
Chas. !·l ... ~llcn and V2ta Irene Allen, 
his wife, for authorization to sell 
w.:t€:!" and operate water '\tJorks. 

Application No.' 30269 

Charles Melvin Allen for applicants; Dorsit Phillips 
for Ridrecr.:'st i'iutual 'fa tel" Association j i:l. H. ~parro\':, 
neal BstC\te Broker ~ interested party; and Gordon, Knapp 
and :-lennessyby \'Jy:nsn c. Knap'O for Ridgecrest ~·rD.ter 
Sup,lYl protestant. 

o PIN ION -------
Charles !'T. and Veta Irene Allen, by the above-entitled 

application filed April 23, 1949, request a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity authorizing them to operate a water system 

to serve domestic users i:-:. the Los Flores Tract Subdivision, located 

in the district of Ridgecrest, ncar the Navy Ordnonce Te~t Station, 

Kern County, Calii'ornia. The subdivision is recorded as Tract No. 1502 

divided into 62 residential lots of approximntcly onc-h~lf acre cacho 

T!1e:::-e are now o:1ly three houses in the trQct, two are occ'.lpie~ and one 

under construction. A public hearing on this application was held 
, 

b(:forc EXf'J':linor Edw.'3.rc.::; in Riclgecre3t on Scptcmbl~r 14) 1949. At this 

hearin~ applic~nts rcquc~t~d deletion of rararraph 4 of their epplica-

tion .,.;hic;1 reads: "to supply we-ter south of Church Street and cast 

of Sunset Street whic>. is no ... , bcin~ supplied by Ridgecrest :later 

Supply i:'1 insufficient C',uantitics IY • 

-1-



A-30269 
DH Corr. 

Facilitiez for the production and distribution of water 

consist of two drilled wells located on applicants' property on 

C!'lurch Strout I Ridgecrest, a pressure tonI::) and approximately 4,694 

feet of distribution lin~s. The physical loc~tion of these w~lls is 

in the c crtifi cuted service area of the Ridc;ecr0st ~'.rater Supply. 

';,later from th~ze wells is now beine: furnished to apartmE,nts Dnd 

resic.8nccs, owned by the applic",nts and located in Ridgecrest, as well 

a~ to a p'Jblic i'lungc own8d and operated by the applicants. ~,:Jatcr 

in the: ,lunge is chant:cd ti'vice each weck, being discharged onto 

40 acres of land to irrirate trees. 

Applicants nrc rcquestinr that w~tcr rates be set at a 

level of $3 for the first 10,000 gallons per month or less, plus 

six cents per 750 gallons used in excess of 10,000 gallons per month. 

This i s e~ui valent to :::,3 for the first 1,333 cubic feet pe,r month, 

or less) plus six cents per 100 cubic feet used in excess of the 

r.linirnu..ll. .~p,!,licClnts' pro!,osed r.: tes are s ubst8,ntia11y lower than 

the rotes now ~ ei:lg c::'arged by the Cldjacent Ridgecrest '~"ater Supply. 

An engineer in tho Hydraulic Division of the Commission's 

staff, Roy E. Sutherland, made a study of this water system and 

presented a copy of his report in evidence at the hearing as 

E.-.:hioit No.1. The cstirr.nted hi~torical cost of the property, 

as of September 14, 1949,was determined by the engineer to be 

CS,290 With an estiili~ted reserve determined on a straicht line 

basis of ~450 and expense of ::)326 per annum. 

The applicanta' case WQS presented b)' Charles :I~. Allen. 

With repcrd to the probable cost of operatinr the Gystem, he 

test~ricd that it would cost approximately four cents per hundred 
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cubic fGet to pump the water and dcliv8r it into the prc~sur€ t~nk. 

He ha.d mz.de no estimz,te as to th~ cost to distribute the wo.ter; 

'bu.t) b;,sed on his oxperience, ~s a plumber and from having 1-lorked 

on two sr:1d.ll ~.,at~r systems located ncar lonr Beach, California, 

he stated the $3 mini~~~ rate should ho.nclc all opcrntin~ costs 

and providr: some return on t he investment. P.llen will perform his 

own :nai ntcn..? nce i'Tork and, therefore, it wi 11 not ~ c necessary for 

hitn to p~y ~!a~eS t c D'J.tS:\.~t: employees. 

Some one ~undr(;d customers of the Ridc:ccrest ~va tcr Sup1)l y 
,,~ .l -. 

who arc now located nc~~c~nt to ~ppliccnts' wells ~r0 proposing a 

mutu:.11 w~t.;.!r .? ssociction 3.ndwoulcl like the permi Gsion of the 

CO!"l::lission to purch:aso W.1tcr fror.:. the Allen wells. These customers 

ar~ clissQ~isricd with tho s0rvicc which has boon rendered by the 

Ridrccrc::.:t : r"tcr Sup~ly, anc appc.?rud a t the hcnrine: in In.r[!c numbers 

to protest the propos~d extansion of the service area of the 

ilic.~ccrcst ·":.";).tc;;r Supply under A,plicntion No. 30597 which was 

CO:lsolidatcd \\'ith the inst.:~nt application for purposes of hearing. 

1.11':::1 is willinr: to sell water :: .... t ten c Qnt~ per 100 cubic .feet to 

t'!1e ::1utual associ.:ltion should such a.n Cl.ssoci~tion bo formed. 

The RidrC'crc:st 'io.t(;r Sup::,ly is op,osinr. the gr8.nting of 

.:t ccrtific~tG of public convenience .:\nc. nccossit-:r to the Allens 

for s~rvi c~ to the Los Flor0s 'Tr,:.ct b E:C8.1..1.OO it ·consider.s the new 

te~ritory applic~nts propose to S6rv~ adjcc~nt to their present 

tcr:oitory as beine: wit;1in their normD.l ero~.,th t.roD.. 

Tho record sho\.;s that thc:;) Ridgecrest ~1.'1tcr Supply ha.s 

not furnished D.dGquntc WQt~r s~rvicc to its pr0S0nt custC::'lcrs. 
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}"rom tho meny compl~int,:3 received it is 0vid~nt th",t tho Ridsocrost 

T.'!~t(~r Supply fncilj.ti(~:::: r:.re not ~dcqu:~tc to hcndlc the area !,rol'crly 

ne.:1r the Allor. wells. P.pplic:-.nts cl::.im th~t th~y h~v(.~ .:.dcqur1t\~ 

wntcr to sc:::-vc the:: Los Floros Tr.?.ct ~nd th.:1t no oth,~r. utility is 

rcr.derinr s8:rvicc wi thin this ~rcC'.. E.::.s~m(~nts for distribution 

m.::.ins 11':' VC b con r <.:scrved on the s1.lbdi vision maps. They also claim 

that the water is clc~n and fit for hum.::.n cons~~ption. Undor the 

circur:lste.nccs t:. C crtific{:~to of ,?ublic convenience ~.nd n~cessi ty 

will be ::::-:;,nted the Allcns to scrv~ W:lt~r in th~~ Los Flores Tr.:.ct 

which is outside the service ~re~ of Ridgecrest ~~tci Supply. No 

Quthoriz.::.tion to sell w~t~r to the propoSQd mutu~l orr.::.nizC'.tion 

will b,=: gr:~ntcd ~t t;1is time) but C·!ln be conSic.crl;:c by o.ppropri::tte 

procGdurc c.t n later dc.tc if and when incorporntion of tho mutu~l 

systc~ h.::.s been conplctcd. 

The certificate of public convenience nnd necessity hercin-

~fter gr~n~cd is subject to the following provisions of law: 

Th.'lt th e Commi ssion shall have no power to authorize 
the capitaliz~tion of this certific~tc of public 
convcni<mcc and necessity or the right to own, 
opoNlte or enjoy such certificate of l'ublic convenic-:mcc 
and. necessity in 0XCCSS of the amOUl'lt {exclusive of any 
tax or :mnu,':\l c ha.rte) ~ctually paid to tho Stntc as :~. 
consideration for issuance of such certificate of 
public conv~nicncc and necessity or right. 

Quantity r~tes ~rc being set at ~ level somewhat above those 

requested b)~ applico.nts. Expenses arc expected to be in excess of 

those estimated by ~pplicants and. include such additional items as 

depreciation, taxes, overhead, and return on inVestment. As soon 

as the tr~ct develops and the oper~tors hcv~ some actual experience, 

rates ccn be adjusted to reflect 0.11 operating costs properly .. 
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The ~bOv0-entitled epplication ~~vinf been considered, 

a 1'u'oli c heari.ne h~.ving b cen l~eld) the metter h2,ving been submi ttod. 

~n~ now beinG re3dy for decision l 

IT IS H":REEY FOUND AS A FACT th.:lt public convenience ::md 

nccc:;si ty will require the construction .::nd ojH;)r:,:"tion of ~. public 

utilitr ...... ;;,to;;r system by C!1~rl(~s:'1. Allen D.nd Veta Irene Allen in 

i\c:'n Connty in the' c.r~·':l set fort!1 in .'1 m9p !11.:'rl<~d E.,,<hibit 2 in this 

procecdinc acsirnctcd Trnct 1502; theroforc, 

IT I S ;{r~W:B'Y (': RDE;t::D th.~t :'.;. c~rtificc'.tc of public con-

vcnicnce ~nd necessity be end it is rrp.n ted Ch<?rlcs 1·1. end Vetn Irene 

Allen to c onstruct ~tr.d operr'.t0 a ,ubli c utility s ystcm for the 

distri bution ~nd $[-'.10 of 'l'fc.ter 'iii thin the terri tory' hercin~bovc 

de:;cribcd. 

IT IS H;;i\EBY FURT;;SR OanSRED thnt ,~pplic[tnts sho.ll fil~: 

1. In qU:ldru?lic:~te with this Comrniszion within fiv0 (5) 
days ~ftcr the effective data of this order, in con
formi ty vii th Gcnor.11 (~rdc::'" No. 96, t he schedules of 
wctcr rates shown in Exhibit A :ltt:;.ched hereto, to 
be char.G:cd for r.ll \' .. ,'~ter service rendered to customers 
on ond sfter December l~ 1949. 

2. ~Ii thin forty (40) days from th 0 cffccti vo date of 
this order, four sets of rules end regulations 
rovernin~ customer relations, e&ch S8t of which 
sh~ll c ont::!in .:; sui table :'l1~.'O 0 r sk8tch a.r<lwn to 
indic~ted sc~le upon n sheot $~ x 11 inches in 
size, delinc~tine thereupon by distinctive 
~crkin~s the boundaries of npplicgnts' present 
.service ~rCQ ~nd tho locction thereof with 
reference to the ir:l.mediato s urroundine terri tory; 
provided, however, thct such filing sholl not be 
construed as ~ fin~l or conclusiv0 dctQrmin~tion 
or cstD.blioh.'ll.ont of the dcdicQted o.rc:.".. of sarvicl:) 
or por:ion thoreof. 

3. '}i thin forty (40) dc.ys ~. ftcr the cffecti ve d~te 
of thiz orcier , four co?ics of ~ com~rchensivc map 
drQwn to ~n indicQtcd sc~lc of not loss th~n 400 feet 
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to the inch) d01in~ating by appropriate markings 
the v~rious tracts of land and territories served 
and the location of the vnrious propcrtie~ ~nd 
facilities of applicants. 

The effective date of this order shall bt~ twenty (20) dc.ys 

~ftcr the dat0 hereof. 

Cnlifornia, this __ -rJ __ ¥ ___ d.:'.Y 

of 

~ nntcd at San FrQncisco, 

-74a:::L~ w, 1949. 
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Schedule No. 1 

GENERAL METERED SERV! GE 

Applic~blc to domestic, i~dustrial ~d gcner~l metered service. 

In l'r.:l.ct No. 1502 i..'1. the vicinity of Rid3ocrost, Kern County, 
Culil'orni.l. 

~onthly Quantity R.:J.tcs: 
Per Meter 
Per l,ronth 

Fir:::t 800 cu. rt. or loss •••••••••••••••••••• ~.$ 
Next. 1,200 cu. f'I~ .1 per 100 cu. ft. . ••.......•• 
Ne~"t 1,000 cu. ft. , l"cr 100 cu. ft. . ............ 
O',or 3,000 cu. ft. , per 100 cu. rt. • ..... II •• •• ". 

Uonthly Mi~~ C~rges: 

For 5/S x 3!4-inch meter 
For l-inch ~cter 
For l~-inch meter 
For 2-inch meter 
For 3-inch J':'lctor 
For 4-inch motor 

•••••••...•• "," •••••••.•• ~$ 
••...•.•....• ~ ......•••• , •••..••......•...••. , ... 
••.•••........ ~ ....... ~, 
............... ~ ..... ~~. 
••...•............. , ..... 

The !.::i.ni.'ml..":l 1:onthly Chnrge v/ill entitle the customer 
to the q~"ltitj" of 1' .. ~tcr which that minimum monthly 
ch<lrge vvill pureh~se .lt tho Monthly Qu~ntity Rate ... 

EXHIBIT A 

3~OO 
.,30 
;25 
.20 

3~OO 
7~00 

10.00 
14.00 
20·.00 
30.00 


