ﬁecision No. L0585 ' @R“@BNA&

BIFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITINS CCOrMISSIuVN OF TED STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the application of
THZ PACIFIC TLLEPHONZ AND TZLEGRAPH
COMPANY, a corporation,

for authority to discontinue the
operation of a telephone exchange at
Pulton, Sonoma County, California.

Application Ne. 3078¢€.

CPINION AND ORDER

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Coipany, a corperation,
operating a telephone system in Californiayand elsewhere, herein seeks
authority to discontinue its Fulton exchange, Sonoma County, effective
on or before Joanuary 1, 1950.

Fulton exchange, located in tho central portion of Sonoma
County, serves an arca of approximately four square miles, including
the small agricultural community of Fulton. The exchange is located
approximately eight miles nortawest of Santa Roéa and'five niles South--
east of Windsor. _

| Applicant states the Fulton exchange, which was éstablished

in 1904, had a maximum station development of 37 stations in 1915 and

t preosent serves 1l company stations, includiﬁg onc public telephone,
and threc farmer linc stations. There arc also 43 subscribers to Santa

Rosa foreign exchangs service located within the Fulton sérving GQIrede’

Applicant proposes to c¢nlarge the exchange arca of its Santa
Rosa exchange, Sonoma County, to include the arca now within the Fulton
exchange and to provide Santa Rosa service, including suburban and

farmer line service, to the present subsceribers. Applicant proposes to

discontinue the present exchange public telephone and ¢stablish a publice

toll station at Fulten to sorve the requircments of the transient public.
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Santa Rosa is served by common battery manual cquipment which
will make continuous exchange and message toll service available to
prcsent Fulton subseribers. Fulton was served through November 2, 1949
by means of o magneto contral office, service being provided between
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and & p.m. on weckdays with no service bcing'
furnished on Sundays and holidays. On November 2,‘l9h9, applicont's
agent in Fulton ccased to perform the services as an agent, and the
applicant assertedly is unable to obtain the scervices of another agent;
so that Fulton exchange subscribers are now being furnished servicé on
& temporary basis by direet conncction to toll lincs to Santa Rosa.

The provision of Santa Rosa individual linc business scrvice
to.the onc present individual lince Fulton customer, which is tho Pacific
Gas and Electric Company, will result in an inerecase of ;6.25 per month
in oxchange charges. The provision of Santa Hesa suburban service to
the romaining Fulton subseribers, other than farmer line subseribors,
will result in increasés of 50 cents or %l per month. The provision
of such sorvice to the present farmer line subscribers will'rosult_in,
an incrcasc of R.75 pmer month to each of the three subscribers. -How-
ever, toll charges to Fulton subseribers for toll messages to Santa
Rosa will be climinated. All of the subscribers, oxeopt one farmer
line subscriber, nave agreud to the change, and photostatic copiés of
applications for Santa Hosa secrvice signed by the subseribors affccted
arc attached to the application as Exhibit A. Atﬁached to the applica=

tion, as Exhibit B, is a letter, dated Scptember 29, 1949, from the

former agent notifying applicant that the agent desires to rclinguish

such position effeetive at such time as the Fulton exchange is discon-
tinucd. The application states that one farmer line service subseriber
hes refused to apply for Santa Rosa suburban service unless it is pro--
vided at the present Fulton farmer line service rate Qf 50 cents per

month and that the applicant is not willing to provide Santa Rosa Sub-
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urban service on an irrcgular basis,., Applicant, however, offers to
provide Santa Rosa suburban or farmer line service at the established
rate to this subscriber.

Should this subscriber clect to take suburban scrvice he
would receive continuous common battery scrvice in place of magneto.
linited hour service and would be relieved from the nccessity of own-
ing and maintaining his farmer line and instrument. .

The exchange seorvice charges of the presené Fulton subscribers
will be incrcascd by 3288 a year, but these subscribers will benefit
from an annual saving in toll charges of approximately 400, and the
charges to the Santa Rosa foreign exchange subsceribers in the Fulton
exchange will be reduced by 341 a year, resulting in a-nct saving of
#553 on an annual basis to customers located in the Fulton oxchange.
Applicant proposcs to c¢stablish a toll station in licu of and.at the
same location in Fulton as the present public telephone to cars for
the telephone requircments of the general and transient public. The
rates applicable to toll messages originating at this toll station ‘
will be the same as thosc presently applicable te toll messages origl=-
nating &t the Fulton exchange. The rates applicable to intrastate
message toll telephone scrvice to certain exchanges within 40 milcs,
for Fulton subseribers, will be incrcased by five cents over nine
routes, will be decreased five conts over 15 routes, and will be un-
changed to 18 of 42 points within 40 miles of Santa Rosa and Fulton.
For the period October 16, 1948, to April 15, 1949, there was an averw
age of 16l intrastate toll messages per month from the Fulton exchange,
other than those originmating at the public telephone, with associated

revenue of approximately y27.

The Commission, having considered the request of applicant

and being of the opinion that the application should be granted and
that a public hearing is not necessary, hereby finds as a fact that
the incrcases in rates herein authorized are justificd; therefore,
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IT IS HERSBY ORDERED that The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
Company is authorized oh or before January 1, 1950 to discontinue its
Fulton exchange, to cancel its rate schedules and map, effective for
exchange telephone gervice in the Fulton exchange area and in lieu
thercof to include the prosent Fultoﬁ exchange area Withih the exchange
area of the Santa Rosa oxchange, to provide Santa Rosa exchange service
to the subscribers mentioned above and to discontinue the public pay

station located in the Fulton oxchange and in lieu thereof to cstablish

a public toll station.

IT IS FURTHER ORDEZRED that the necessary tariff schedules in

accordance with General Order No. 96 shall be filed not less than five
(5) days prior to the pro;ision of the Santa Rosa exchange service and
ostablishment of the toll station scrvice herecinabove authorized.
This order shall become cffuctive twenty (20) days after the
effective date hercof. ' _ \d‘
Dated at Sen francisce,California, thic éL;;_ﬂay of
)y 1949,




