
.(j "'~~5· Decision No. ___ ~_~~ __ ~_~ _____ " __ __ 

BEFORB TEE PUBLIC UTILITn:S CQl'.)USSldJ Oi? T1-:2 ST;~'rE OF C:~1IFOrtN!A 

) 
In the Matter of the Application of ) 
THE PACIFIC TBLEPHONE AND T~EGMPH ) 
COMPA.NY, a corporation, )" Application No. 307$$ .. 
for authority to discontinue th~ ) 
operation of a telephone exchonge ut ) 
Fulton, Sonoma County, California. ) 

) 

------------------------------) 
OPINION AND OnDE~ 

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation I 

operati~~ a telephone system in California and elsewhere, herein seeks 

authority to discontinue its Fulton exchange, Sono~ County, effective 

on or before J~nuary lJ 1950. 

Fulton exchange, located in tho central por.tion of SonomD. 

County, serves an are~ of a?proxir.~tely four square miles, including 

the &~~ll a~ricultural community of Fulton. The exchange is located 

approximately eight ":;dles northwost of Santa Rosa and five m.iles south-

eo.st of T~·:indsor. 

Applicant states the Fulton exchanee, which was established 

in 1904, ~d a m~xim~~ st~tion development of 37 stations in 1915 and 

at present serves 11 cor.lpo.ny st:ltions, including one public telephone, 

and three ~armer lino statio~s. There ar0 also 43 subscribers to Snnta 

Rosa foreign excho.nso service located within the Fulton serving i;t.rco.." 

Applic~rit proposes to onlarge the exc~ngc ~rea of its Santa 

Rosa cxch:.ngc 1 Sonoro County 1 to include the area nON' within the Fulton 

c:xchz\nge and to provide So.nta Rosa servicc J including suburban and 

farmer line serVice, to the prQscnt subscribers. Applicant proposes to 

discontinue tho present oxchan~c public tcl'-1phonc and 0stablish a public 

toll stc.tion at Fulton to serve the rcquirements of the transient public. 
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Santa Ros:l is served by corrJ:lon b~ttery manu.'=ll oquipment which 

will make continuous cxchan~o ~~d message toll service available to 

present Fulton subscribers. Fulton w~s scrv~d through Nov~mbcr 2, 1949 

by moons or :. magneto contr.::tl office 1 service bcine provi ded bct.\'lCOn 

the hours of 7:30 a..ill • .:tnd S p.m. on ,\'leckdays \dth no service blJing 

furnishcd on Sunci.:tys and holid.:tys. On November 2, 1949 , npplic:.nt's 

agent in Fulton ceusod to p~rform th~ sorvicos as an agent, ~nd the 

applicant assertcd1y is unr.tble: to oot.;1.in the ocrviccs of another cl.gcnt, 

zo trot Fulto!l cxch.::tnge subscribers D.:r'~ nO'.'1 b~ing furnished service on 

:. ter:l.porary b:1sis by dirQct connection to toll lines to S\lntJ. Rosn. 

The provision of S<:lnto. RosJ. ip.di vidual line business sorvice 

t.o t.he one pr.::scnt ind1 vidu~l lin~ Fult on euzt.o4':lcr 1 \'I1'1i ch is t.he Pnei£ic 

Gc.s and Electric Comp,:tny, will result in o.n increase of' :)$.25 per month 

in exehange ch.:-.rges. The provision of Santa Rosa suburban service to' 

t.he remaining Fulton sub~crib0rsl other th.:tn f&rmer line subscrib~rs, 

will result in incre.3.sos of 50 cents or ~~l per month. Tho provision 

of such service to tho pre~ent f~rmer line subscribers will result in 

c.n incrc.:lsc of :;?2.75 por month to ~:lch of the three subscribers. 'How

over I to::"l ch~gcs to Fulton ~ubscrib 01"5 for toll mcssc.gcs to Sc..ntCi. 

Rosn will. be eliminated. All of the subscribers, excopt one f.:\rm,=r 

line subscriber1 hc.vc ~gre~d to tho ch~g~, and photostatic copics of 

o.pplico.tions for So.nto. 1tos.:1scrvi co signed by tho subs crib el"S .:ti'fccted 

.:tre attD.che:d to tho ::pplico.tlon as Exhibit A. httnchcd to the npplic.n.~ 

tion , as Exhibit B, is 0. letter 1 dated September 29, 1949_1 from the 

for~cr agent notifying npplicant th~t the ngcnt desires to relinquish 

such position effective ,It such time o.s the Fulton oxeh.:tnge is discon

tinued. The application states that one farmer line service subscriber 

has refused to apply for Santa Rosa suburban service unless it is pro

vided at the ~resent Fulton farmer line service rate of 50 cents per 

month and that the applicant i~ not willing to provide Santa Rosa sub-
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urban service on an irregular basis. Applicant, hO\ievcr, offers to 

provid~ Santa Rosa suburban or farm0r line servico at the established 

rate to this subscriber. 

Should this subscriber elect to take suburban service he 

\"ould receive continuous cornmon battery sc:rvic~ in place of magneto. 

lioitcd hour scrvic~ and ",'ould be r~lievcd frortl. the nuccssity of own

ing and maintaining his farmer line and instrument. 

The cxchan~e service charges of the pr~sent Fulton subscribers 

will be increased by ~2$S a ycar~ but thcs~ sub·scribers will benefit 

from an annual saving in toll charg~s of approximat~ly ~~400 1 and the 

charges to the Santa Rosa foreign exchange subscribers in the Fulton 

exchange will be reducod by ::~441 a year, resulting in a net saving of 

:.~553 on an annual basis to cust0:11CrS locJ.ted in th~ Fulton exchange. 

Applicant proposes to establish a toll station in lieu of and ':It the 

S&~e loc~tion in Fulton as tho present public telephone to c~r0for 

th~ telephone r~quirements of the general and transient ~ublic. 'l'he 

rates applicable to toll mc OS.;lge:s origina. tine; at this toll stat ion· 

will be the same as thosw presently a.pplico.ble to toll mcss:lgcs origi

nating ~t the Fulton exchange. The r~tes applicable to intr~state 

mc::ss,"::.gc toll tcl~phonc service to certain cy.chi.ngcs within 40 milos, 

for F~lton subscriborc, will be increas~d by five cents over nin~ 

routes, will be decreased five c~nts ov~r 15 routes, .::.nd will be un

chang~d to 18 of 42 points Within 40 ~iles of Santa Rosa and Fulton. 

For the period October 16, 1948, to April 15, 1949, there was an averM 

age of 161 intrast~te toll messages per month from the Fulton exchange, 

other than thos~ origi~ating at the public telephone 7 with associated 

revenue of approximately ;~27. 

The Co~~ission, having considered the request of :lpplicant 

and beine of the opinion that the applic.:ltion should be granted and 

that a public hcuring is not necess$.r~rJ hereby finds asa fact that 

the incrcas~s in rates herein authorized arc justified; therefore, 
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IT IS HER~BY ORDERED t~t The Pacific Telephone ~nd Telegraph 

Company is authorized on or before January 1, 1950 to discontinue its 

Fulton exchungc, to cancel its rate schedules ~nd map) effective for 

cxchanse telephone service in the Fulton exchange area and in lieu 

thereof to include the present Fulton exch.nngc area within tho exc~'lngc 
, . 

area of tho Santr~ Rose. exchange 1 to provide Santo. Rosa exchange service 

to the subscribers mentioned above and 'co dis continuo the public pay 

st::.tion located in the Fulton exchango ~nd in lieu thereof to ost .. \blish 

a public toll station. 

IT IS FURTHER OnDZRED that the necessary tariff schedules in 

:lccordance with Gcner~l Order No. 96 sh~ll be filed not less than £i vc 

(5) days prior to the provision of the Santa Rosa 'exchange serv~cc nnd 

establishment of the toll station service hereinabov~ authorized. 

This order .shD.ll become c.ff~ctivo twenty (20) days after the 

c.f!'ccti vo do.te heroof .'~ . 

7J£<'~e.ci. a:::;. l",'ar.ciGc.o.Californio.. t.hi~ Lday of 

commissioners 
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