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Decision No.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the A plication of)
JAMES GRIFALL AND CHARLES GRIFALL, )
coparsners, doing business as ) '

GRIFALL BROS. TRUCKING COMPANY, for) Application No. 30760
authority to charge less than ming-) ‘

mum rates under the provisions of

the Highway Carriers' Act. )

Apbearance
Marvin Handler, for Applicant.
O'P INIONXN
James Grzfall and Charles Grifall, copartners, dozng busi-

as Grifall Bros. Truck;ng Company, transport calcined dolommte

Natividad to Los Angeles for the Permanente Metals Corporat-on.}

seek authority to‘assess, for this transportation, rates lesé“
than those established as minimun. | | | |

B Public hearmng was had at San Francisco on November 28
1949, before Examiner Lake.

According to the <testimony of witnesses, éaiéined dolomite
is, in this instance, used by the Filtrol Gorporaﬁion.ét'Los Angelesx
- 25 a neutralizing agent for cert&in‘acid Wa§tes prior to sewagé dis- )
posal. The movement of this product is conéinuou and compr;aes
1,500 tons per month; Because of the lack of storage facilitiea at -
destination, the consigﬁee'fequiresya steady flow of the ma;ermallatﬁ
the rate of 50 tons per day. | -

The commodzzy is transported 1n bulk in cspec;ally designed
truck equipment which permits loading through the top and unloadipg
by gravity underncath. Three motor truck tfains of this eqﬁipméné

consisting of tractor, semitrailer and full trailer arc used.
5 \ . ' ' '

l ‘ . . . .
Natividad is situated approximately 7 miles northcast*oﬁ‘Snlmnasa
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The loadlng and uﬂloadzng of the ecuipment unit are accompliahed zn/

\

approximately 15 and 10 minutes, respectmv ly.2 The equdpuent ;o
loaded to the full lepal carrying capacity of hé COO pounds. The
operation is scheduled so thas only Lwo trazns are requlred-to#be in
constant use. The third train is used about once a week to maintadn
the 50 ton daily average and to replace the regularly operated equzp-
rment when repaxrs thereon are necessary. The time required to\makeAa ‘
round trip fvom Natividad to Los Angeles is betwoen 17 ané 18 bou.s.
The applzcable minimun rate is 35.6 cents per 1CC poaads.?
Aoplicanta propose and herein ask for authority to assess atrato sl
33. h cents per 100 pounds.
The sought rate was doveloped upon the dasis of cost
figures set forth in an exhibit Iintroduced by a consulting engireer.

t is estimated that the proposed“fate will produce an operating ratio
of ?L before inceme texes. Ascording to the consulting engineer,'thé
carrier has not engaged In this traasportation long enough to pérﬁit
development of actual cosms based wholly upon‘its-operations and that,

reforo, it had been necessary to construct many of these ztems upon
vstimetes and upog analysic ¢ the records of a nunber of carr;ers

operating like equipment wnder similar conditions. He was of the

?—~

acglmt:es for thesc ope*atlons are available to the carrier 2b hours
per day. :

.'!‘

be applicable mini mum rate is provided in Highway Carr;er s* Tariff
Yo. 2 (Appendix "D" to Decision No. 31606, as amended, in Cases Nos.
L2456 and 4L8U8). Under the provisions of item No. 220 series of this
tariff, rates of common carriers in combination with rates set forth
in the above-mentioned tariff may be used. The stated rate is con-
structed uander this provision. , ' : y
' h
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opinion that although the cost figures developed would approximate

those incurred. in this operation they were in ataleést one instance
overstated.” |

By affidavit in the application and testimony of its vraffic
representatives, the shipper asserted that unless the proposed rate
was authorized it would resort to proﬁrietary\operations because "it
will be more economical to handle the movement with its own equipméht:’

Special vehicle equipment is utiliﬁed which permits rapid
loading and unaloading and the movement of a substantial weight cach
trip. It appears that this is a specialized trans%ortation service
for which the applicable minimum rates Qfé not parﬁicularly'designed.
The evidence is convincing that therpropésed rate will be coﬁpénéatbry.

No one opposed the granting of the application.

Upon careful consideration of all the fact?‘énd circumstancos
of récord, the Commission finds as a fact that the rate proposed will
be reasonable. The applicutiion will be granted. Because the condi~
tions under which this auﬂhority is granted may'change at any time, the -

authority will be limited %¢ a period of one year.
QRDEZR

The above-entitlod applicationvhaving been heard and sub-
mitted, full conSideratioﬁ of the matters and things ihvolved having
been had, and based upon the conclusions and“findingsjin the preceding
. opinion, | P o

Three hundred dollars per month was allocated in the costs of over-
head for managerial supervision. The witness stated that the type of
operation here in issue required only & minimum of supervision and the
amount allocated theréfor was excessive. - .
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that James Grifall‘and.ChﬁrlcsLGrifall;
copartners, doing business as Grifali Bros. Truckihg.Company, bevand
they are hereby authorized to transport calcined‘&olomite for the
Permancnte Metzls Corporation from Natividad to Les Angéles at a rate
of not less than 33.L cents per lOO'pounﬁs.

IT IS HEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that the authority herein
pranted shall expire January 1, 1951.

Thm order shall become effective twenty (20) days after
- the date hereof. | ”

" Dated at San-Francisco, Cclifornia, this .AJ‘E'Iday of
December, 1949. | | | t
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