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Decision No. 

BEFORE THE POBLIC UTILITIES CO~.J:SSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of) 
JAMES GRIFALL AND CHA.,1U,ES GRIFALL, ) 
eopartners, doing busines~ as ') 
CRIFALL BROS. TRUCKING COM?ANY, for) 
authority to charge less than ~ini-) 
~um rates under the provisions of ~ 
the Highway Carriers' Act. ) 

Ap'Oearanee 

Application No. 30760 

Y~rvin Handler, for Applicant. 

01'1 N ION --- ... -..-.--~ 
James Grifall and Charles Crifall, copartners, doing busi

ness as Grifa11 Bros .. Trucking Company 1 transport calcined dolomit;e 

from N&ti vidad to Los Ang~les for t.hc Pcrmanente Metals CoX"'por~tion. ~ 

They seek authority to assess, for this trcnsportation, ra.tes less 

tha.."'l those established as minim'Jl'!1. 

Public hearing was had at San Fl"'ancisco on Novemb~r 2$', 
" 

1949, before Examiner Lak~. 

According to the ~estimony of witnesses, co.lcined dolomite. 

is, in this instance, used by the Filt~ol Corpora~ion at Los Angele~; 

",-s a neutralizing agent for certain ,lcid wasies prior to sew.?ge dis-

'Pos~l. The ~overnent of this product is continuous and comprises 
" .. 
'. 

1,500 tons per month. Beco.use of the lack of stor::.ge facilitieS. nt-
I', 

destination, the consignee :requires a st~ady flow of the :n~teri~~l at 
, I 

the rate of 50 tons per d~y. 

',I •• 

The commodity is transported in bulk in especially designed 

truck equipment which permits loading through the top and u.~loading . 
. 

by gr~vity undcrne~th. Three motor truck trains, of, this eq\lipm~n~~, 

consist1ng of tr.:lctor, semitrailer and. f'ulltrnile;r arc" used. 
6 -

, ~ 

" 

lN~ti vidad 1's situf.lted. approximately 7 miles north.east' of' S,l\lind.SJ

• 

, 
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The loading and unloading of the eo.uipment unit are accomplished inf 
2 

approximat.ely 15 and 10 minu'tes, resp~ctivelY'; The equipr:.ent i:;: 
, . 

loaded to t~e full leeal carrying capacity or 40,000 pounds. The 

operation is $c~edu:'ed so th.:at. only two trains' are required· t6-''be in 

constant use. The third train is use'd about once .'l .... 'eek to ma::t!'lt.'li.."'l 

the 50 ton daily average and to replace the regularly operated''':equip

cent whe!'l repairs ,thereon are necessary. The time required to make·a 

round trip from Natividad to Los Angeles is between 17 aIle. IS ~ours. 

The' applicable minimum rate is 35.6 cent~ per loe pou..."'l.ds.) . 
. " 

Applicants propos·e and herein ask for authority to a!;:/jp'ss a. r::..te IJ! 

33.4 cents per 100 pound.s~ 
, 

The sought rat~ WClS d~veloped upon the ~~:~1.s of cost' 

figt:.re:s set forth in an ey.hibi: introduced by a consulting ~nxir.eer .. 

It is estimated thSt the ?roposed'rate .. 1ill 'Produce an operatini ratio 

of 94 before i'l'lcC':n~ texe~.. ;v:col"ci'ing to the consulting engineer,. 'th4? 

earrier has not eng~gcd ~n th~s tr~~sportrition long enough to ~r~it 

development ot actual cos~s ~ased wholly upon its· operations and that, 

th.?reforc, it had ,'been nec(.'cs·-::.ry to cons-:.ruct many of these items, upon 

:.:stiI:l3tes and upon an~ly$ic c~ the rcco:-d:: or 3. n\mlber of carriers 
'" ' 

operating like e qui pr.le nt u..'l"J.c.er similar conditions. He.was of the 

, . 
?'?acilities for theso operations arc available to the carrier 24, hours 
?~r day. . . ' . ..' 

. . . I 

? • 
,.IThe applicable 'minimum rate is provided in Highway Carriers' Tariff 
!\o. 2 (Appendix "D" to D~cision No. ,1606

i 
CiS amended, in. Casos, NO~.i 

4246 a.nd 4e08:). Under the provisions of tem No .. 210 ser.les or this 
t.ari!!, rates of common carriers in comoin.~.tion with rates set forth 
in the above-mentioned ta.riff may oe used. The stated rate is: con
structed under this provision. 

" 
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opinion th:).t although tho cost' figures devclopad would o.pproxw.te 

those incurred. in this op~ration they wera in (),'e" le,:lst one inctancc 

oversto.ted.4 

By affidavit in the applicatio~ and t~stimony of its traffic 

represent~tives1 the shipper assertee that unless the proposed rate 

was authorized it would resort to proprietary operations because "it 

will be more economical to handle the movement with its own equipment~ 

Special vehicle equipment is 'Utilized which permits r.apid 

loading and \l..."l.loading and the movement of a stJ.bstantial weight each 

trip. It appears that this is a specialized transportation service 

for which the applicable minimum rates are not particularly 'cie.9~.gr.~d.~ . " . . 

The evidence is convincing that theprop¢sed r~te will be oompensato~y. 

No one opposed the granting of the ~pplication. 

Upon careful consideration of all the facts and circumstancos 

of record, the Co~~ission finds as a fact th~t the rate proposed will 

be reasonable. The n.pplic~I.~;:i.on will be granted.. Because t.he condi ... 

tions under which this authorit.y is granted rno.y ·ctla.nge at any t.ime,- the 

a.uthority ~~ll be limited to n period ~f one y~~r. 

o R D F. -~ ........... - _ ..... 
The above-entitl~d application having been heard and sub

mitted, full eonsidero.tion of the matt.ers and things involved h.lving 

been had, and. based upon the, conclusions and findi!:gs,.::i:n the preceding 

opinion, 

4Three hundred dollars per month was allocated in the costs of over
head for manager1.:tl supervision. The witnes.s stutt~d' t,hat the type o! 
operation here in issue required only a minimum of,supervision o.nd the 
3J':'lount allocated ther~for w&s excessive. . 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that James Gri!~ll and Ch~lcs,Gri!~ll, 

copr.:rtners, doing busine,ss ~s Gri!all Bros. Tr1.lcking, Company, be .:md 

they ere hereby outhorized to tr~sport c~lcined dolomite for the 

PemD.tlcnt.c Met::le CorporCl.tion i'rom Natividad to Los Ange1~es 'at a ra.tc 

of not less then 33.4 cents per 100 poun~~. 

IT IS nERESY FURTHER ORDERED that the authority herein 

granted shall expire Janu~ 1, 1951. 

This order shall beocome effective twenty (20) days after 

the date hereof. 
• 

Dated at San'Fr~cisco, Cc1ifornia, this /~~ day of 

December, 1949. 

... 1./ ,II, • 

~JHdQ&iiP.j" . 
I . ' ColTltlissioncrs. 

, 

", 

-4-


