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Decision No. e | el S |

BEFORT THE PUBLIC UTILITISS COMAISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the llatter ol the Application of )

TNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, a )

corporation, for authority for ) . _ .
sbandonment of agency service at a ) Application No. 30648
station known as Walnut Station, )

Los Angeles County, California. )

W, J, Schall for applicant. William Stiles for
Walnut Chamber of Commerce, Albert Herrera for
The Order of Rallrocad Telegraphers, and

Zdmuind ', Airey for Walnut Frult Growers Assoclia-
tion, protestants.

OPINION

Union Pacific Railroad has‘apbliod for an ordor authofiz-
ing the abandonmcnt ol agenc# service at its Walnut Statlion, Los
Angeles Couhty, California. |

A public hearing was held at Pomona, on December 9, 1549,
2% which time oral and documentary evidence was adduced and the
metter was submitted for declsion.

Walnut 13 located on the main line of the Union Pacific
Railroad, seven and six-tenths (7.6) miles west of 4its ?omona agency

station. The nearest agency station is Hillgrove, seven and four-
'tenthsv(7.h) miles to the west. The nighway distance between the
latter stations is about nine and one-halfl (9%) miles.

Applicant's positiqnﬁls that under present conditions‘the
business handled at Walnut Station doos not Qarraﬁt the expensé_of

maintaining an agency there, and that it should be made & non-sgency

station until such time as sufficlent traffic, especially less-than~
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carload shipments, develops tb Sustify agzain ﬁaintaining the agéncy.

Walnut was, un£il'recently, a train order ctation waere
a telegraph operator'vas on duty continuoﬁsly; Three such onerators
were employed, one Vveing the agent. Now,-céntralized traffic con;
trol eliminates the need for. telegravhers. No lonﬁer is5 the agent
required to be a telegrapher. Since Septembder 1, 19%9,'the station
has been closed on Saturdays and'Suhdays.'

Applicant's supervizor of stations testified that there
was no passenger business at that station during 1948 and 19%9. In
1918, there were nine smoound and two outbound ICL shipments. Dur-
ing'the first‘eléven months of 1949, there were only five such
inbound and one outbound ship@ents'at Walnut station. The record.
fuither shows there was no passenger traffic. The only saipner
and receiver of carload lots has been the Valnut Fruit Growers
Association. The total carlpadlshipments to and from the station
was 24 inbound and 237 outbound during 1948, and 26 inbdound and 201
outbound through 194S up to DeCembef 1. The,droﬁ-during'l9%9 was
largely due to the severe freeze during the year. |

The total revenue Tfrom the traffic moving through the
station which was derived almost wiolly from a single packing'house 
operation and in carload shipﬁents-wa§ $135,170 for 1949 prior to
December 1, and $l86,l73 for 1948. These figures become meaningless

sinee this revenue resulté-from shipments largely destined to
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points beyond'aﬁplicant's line. To continue the operation of the
station at an annual cost of $3,8523w1thout.any péssenger’tréffic
whatever and the trifling amount of ICL traffic does not appcar‘
justified. o |
| According to Fhe test1mony, 1% appears that'the‘carload
business now handled at Walmut station could be efficiently handled

from the railroad company's Hillgrove station. Applicant pronoses .

-2




'A.3061+8 - 8 | | | 7 .

placing a company telephone at the association's.office_to-effcct}
direct communication with the Hillgrove station. The agent Trom
that station would daily gzo %o the Walnut Frult Growers Association

office late in the day during the packinz season and do the necessa;y'vf”f

work of sealing cars and making tho billinz as required.

Applicant's passenger and freight traffic‘manager in
Pomona stated that the proposed arrangement for serving‘the-associa-\
tion would not result in any delay or inconveniende'because i“-hadv
beeh that shipper's practice to order cars from-one to two days in
advance. Tais method of handling such‘bugines.sfrom stations haé
‘been success ullf employed in other piaces by this appiicant. |

"The as,oclation, the Order of Railroad ;elegraphcrs, and .
the Walnut Chamber of Commcrce protested the abandomment. The lat-
Ter protestant indicated the hope and reasonable prospect of a
pcoulation growth in this community. There was some te¢timony by
protestants that a commutcr traffzc to ‘Los Angeles could be e;tab—

isaed.  This latter tcstimony nears spcculauivo and if it should
e rcalized, could be met, regardless of the continuance of the avenqr
at Valnut, as the railroad vould permit passenbcro to board and pay |
the cash fare to the conductor.‘

Upon full consideration of the facts of record in this
application, we are of the opinion, and find, that the cxpense of
maintenance of applicant'* agency at Walnut 4{s not justified by thc
business now performed thcrc, that the number of t*ansactiona at the '
alnut ageney is relative;y few; that no passenger-train serviee is -
operated there; that carload freight service will not be materiall& '
affected; that the less-than-carload service 15 50 small that ¢he
inconvenicence which a few patrons may have to contend with is not
commensurate with the cost of furn lshing agency service.

Therefore, the application will de granted.




" A. 30648

AM *

A public hesring having been held in the above-entitled

proceeding, and the matter heving been duly subanitted,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Union Pacific Railroad Company

be, and it herebdby is, authorized to abandon its agency at Walnut -

statlon, Los Angeles County,-California, and ‘to change station

records and tariffs accordingly, subject to the following conditions:

(1)

(2)

(3)

after the

Applicant shall continue seid station as a non-agency
stetion. 3

Applicant shall give not less than ten (10) days'
notice to the public of said ageney abandonment
by posting notice at said station. :

Applicent shall instsll 2nd maintoin a compeny
telephone at the office of the Walnut Fruit _
Growers Associstion, unless said association shall
refuse to permit such installetion =nd maintenance.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commission in writing of the adandonment
of the facilities authorized herein, and of its
complliance with the conditions hereof. ‘

The authorization hercin granted shell lepse if not
exercised within ome (1) yesr from the date hereof,
unless further time is granted by subsequent order.

The effective dnte of this order shz2ll be twenfy'(zo) days

date herepf. | - ;'
Dated. BMMW California, this e day
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