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BEFCRE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ‘STATE or CALIF ORNIA‘ B

42784

~ "Decision No.

In the Matter of tho Application of )

the City of Atwater, a Municipal ) _
Corporation, for an order authorizing)

the c¢rossing of the Southern Pacific ) Application No. 3012%
track where said track intersects the) ‘ '
extension of Broadway in the City of )

Atwater. ‘ .

C. Ray Robinson; by Yillard B, rreadrell, Tor
_applicant.
R. S. Myers,-for:Southern Pacific Company, protestant.

The City of Atwater, by this‘application, requests
authority to extendjgroadwaj across an industrial'spuroirack
installation of'the-Souzhérn Pocific Company sérvihg three fruit'
and vegetable packing sheds located om railroad land north of U. S

, S (L)
Righway 99 and east of the business area of the citj. The

applicotron was suomi*tcd at a public nearinb held at Atwater
‘Decembe_ 15, 1949, before'uxamincr Gregory, and was proteoted-
the railroad. |

Broadway, an improved city street 60 feet in width, is
parallel to and about 350 feet north of U. §. Highway 99, and runs
in an east-wnst direction from 5th Street Yo the west line of the
roilroad land. The street then extend, from the east line. OL:uhe

~railroad property a distonce of about 1°OO fcet tnrough Castlo |

~ Park reoidcntial gubdivioion, where it termrnatos in an open *ield '

(1) The spur track installation was origimally authorized in l926€f
(§;_£;_gg., 28 CRC 168). - AR
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Shaffer Road, which crosses the highway in a north-goutn direction,
lies about 800 feet beyond “he castern end of Broadway.l Ea-t of

the railroad nroperty, Cedar, Drakeley and Elm.nvenueﬂ parallel
Broadway'in that order  to the north. Megt of tne prOpe*cy, vOVRTd

" the dusiness section of Atwater, Ccdar and Elm Avenues 1lone lie.
horth of'Broudway. ”hese avenues, like Broudway, do not eross the -
'rdilroad's land; nowever, a private, unimproved roadwajflinkw thé.
two scgments of Elm Avenue across the Souxhcrn Pacific 1ana but is.
,blockaded on eacn side of the drill track by posts. In thm
vicindty nerc under conaideration the city +imitu of Atwager oiucct
Ceaa:'Avenue $0 that the area to the north lieu in the Countj of
Merced. Thc diqtancc between the center line of Broadway ana'ulm
IAvcnue is gp ox*matcly 825 fcct. The lengthgof ne propoecd qtrcct

'.

cTos ing is about ,50 feet.

 The layout in-the arca of the cros iﬁ;‘congists‘of the

main drill track which erosses the highway, enturs the radlroad
property on aﬁcu;yevin,thc ,outhea,t corner and proceods in a -
straight line«ﬁéftheriy for approximatcly 1400 fect heyond the
cenxé;'of'the projcctéa street; four industry spur tracks, thef?
switch points for which arc located north of tho proposcd street
and face away:&om the h;ghég;, three packing sheds, two of which
are west and one east of the drill tracc, cach scrved by & spur;
and, la,tlY, an old concrete oundation cast of the drill track
and south of and cncroachin* upon the projected strcnt crouu¢n0,
the spur alongqidc which ig uﬂcd for nolding cars awe. ;ting éwitthinz
:movcmentq.; Shed. Nc. 102 north of the proposcd roa&way-link"dﬁd7'

west o; the drill, now cncroachcs about thrcc feot on the projcctea

' _,trcc’c

|
(2) Thi; reverse installation was designed to obviate witcning
© movements across the highway. (See S. P Co., *upra)




The principai movement at thls location oceurs fronm July'
'to Deccmber and -is divided about egually bctwecn'pcrishablc trufts
and sweet potatoes, the latter being shipped in the early winter.
In 1949, to Decomber 12th, 22% cars were moved in and out of the
locality, with the major movement ‘outbound. A'substantial amount

of‘sﬁitching 15 done at:niéht. 'Lowblying'tule fogs during the

colder months entail the taking of oxtro safety measurcs for these

operations.

The application was supported by the Mayor of Atwater,
by 2 member of the City_Coﬁncil engaged in the bﬁsinoss of home’
'constrﬁction in the arcza, by a dircetor of the Mcrced Irrigation
District who owns on¢ of the nmclin¢ sheds on propcrty lcased fromv‘

tbc railroad, and by tho Supcrintcndcnt of thc local grummar,,chool
d;strict. |

The testimony of these wvitnesses estaﬁiisned that the

popuiation oflAtwafcr incrca#cd from about 1200 in 1947 o

| approximatciv 3000 in 19483 that a now grammwr-school’fér upnér
~ grades is to be constructed in the vieinity of Sth Street and Grovc
| Avcnue, two blocks nOrth of Elm Avenuc and about, onc—half milc
west of the tcrminag £ the drill track; that there are ,some 35
homes in the Castlc Park arca, both inside and: outside the city
limit , and more are undcr condtruct¢on-'that in the urca south of
thé main part of tawm and of the highmny, bounded by Druin_DiLcn,
'.whééum:Réad andVBlbsglﬁoad, tacre are abouﬁ 12 hquscé‘and that this'5

' s served by city fire and school trihsport@tion‘fzcilitie .
‘that there have been no dclnyo in such scrvice duc o thc ncccssit/

of vcniclc, having %o Cross the hignw“y.
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It was fﬁrthcr cstablighcd that pcroons tr“vcling octwecn :
thc Castle P“rL subdivision and the center of towm, as well as
school buses convcying childrcn from thc surroundingftcrﬁitorf'cast
and soutn of the city, are accustomed to travcl aleng the hiqnwaj,

~ but would use Broadway if that strect wore opcncd across the rails
rohd'f'propcrty,‘howcver, school buses conveying children from
areas outh of Atw*tcr which now uurﬁ Lelt Aﬁvo the hiphwaf ut
Shaffer Road Would ,tlll havc to cross the highwﬂy in order to get

to Broadway..

B' 3. Wlood, owner of the pdcxing'shod located between
‘the hignw vy and the proposed Broadvay link, testified that his
company ships about 100 cars of fruit ner ycar,.caicfly in the
swamer ﬁgnths3 and that thcvp:OJQctcd ﬁirocficxzcnsion-would not
concern him 4f he could still get railroad scrvicc;'.Any.inter—

fereneo with thcftrack,Ahc stated, would be a Getriment from a

shipping standpoint, cspecially if It were neccssary.io;"brcak"

trains at the strcot

v
[

The cost of necessary preparatioﬁs, installations_and
structurwl‘rclocati$né'atfthc sitc of %he propo:ed crossing,
ineluds -ng aubomatic siznal protection decmed by the railroadtc
cngincers to be reguired because of the night awitching movements
andeog conditions,‘wds cstinated by operating officials of the |
Southern Pacific Compbﬁy at dpproximately 519,000, witﬁ co§ﬁ‘of
maintcn_ncc at ¢2OO %o $3OO per yeax. The life of tnc crossing
was estimated at about lO years, depending on trhffic. The rail-
road's no-ition wa --thﬂt the erossing would be or no-bcnc*it tokgt,
would rysult in rcetrictioa of car movements and blocking of.

vchiculor traffic, aﬁd w25 not Justifica by proscnt or potantiml ‘
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usage. It was the opinion of tho railroad officials that the entire’
cost of the crosoing, orccpt m:intonanco, should be bornc by the
City of Atwntcr. ,
wo have given careful con,idorxtion to the imcts dioclosod
by this rccord and have come to the conclusion thit a otrect erossing
at the location here proposed is noithcr do,iraplc nor nccoasary

under oxisting conditions. The application will be denied.

. A public hoaring having been held hcroin, ovidonco having
boen reccived and considcrcd the applic_tion hoving beon 9ubmittod’
for decision, the Commission now bcing fully advised and basing its
order upon the findings and conclusions containcd in the forogoing
opinion, | |

I? IS ORDERED that the application of the City of Atwator
herein be and it is horeby dendod. |

The effeetive date of this ordor shall be twenty (20)

days after the date her ofc. é : o \229
Dated, at M;m 44@/)/4@ C-xlii‘oz'nia, this /777

dny of _ //,}/"‘Iméfiﬂ ot » 1950.

f




