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Decision !~o. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILll'IES COMMISSION OF THE STAA,E OF CALIFORJ.\JIA 

In: the ~ia ttcrof the Application .of ) 
STOCKTCN CITY, LINES, INC;. for. an " ) 
order or this Commission, authorizing ) Application No. 30763 
applicant to ::-eroute a portion or ) 
its No.5" Line in th.e C:t'ty of' S~ockto:l.) 

Gilbert t. Jones and Dan S. Lane" for applica."1t; 
BJ.ll L. Dozier and. .!.a'llbner G. Harnms., for 
Ci £y of Stockton, in'i;erested party; Mrs. Lo'!J~ 
Voyer, for Luther Burbanl~ P.T.A. and Residents 
East of Wilson Way, protostants; Albcr~ Dr S~4th, 
protestant; J:::tmes M. stevenson, protestant. 

Stockton City Lines o!,erat~s a.n,urban passenger staze 

service '\I1i thin the City of Stockton and th:e i:mnedia tely adja.cent 

terri tory. In this proceeding it requests tlu.thority to' rerot:.t~ 

0. ,ortion of its south Wilson Way No. ~"line-located' Wi.thin the 

southea.st portion of the City of Stockton. 

A public hearing was held in Stockton on December 2; 

1949, and the tlatter was !:ubraitted subject to the tiling of an 

affidavi'c by the C1'cy of Stocltton to show the condition or the' 

Pilgrim Str~et 'bridge across the" Mortlon Channel. The al':f'iclav:1:c 

has·ofo!en received. 

The south !-111son\'lay branch or the No. 5 line lO.:lV'es the 

businczs center ofStocltton via 't'~ebcr "Aven't!c, and them turns south 

o~ Anlcrican Street to Church Street. A,plicont proposes to operate 

onc block fartl'ler south on American Street, and thcnfollow 

Hazelton Avenue, Pilgrim Street, Cl~y Street and Ophir Street to 

the intersection of CMrt~r r:lay and, Sharp' sLane, thence" a.long 

Sharp' s L~"'le the present route. This 'Jlould be in :lieu or operation 

over the present route from ~crican Avenue alo~g Church Stroet, 

., 



'Wilson Way o.nd Charter v10.y to Sharp f S LMe. Ther~ is no proposed 

,change in the remainder of this No. , route ~hich follows south 

Sharp r s Lane from Charter W~y past the Fair Grounds, Municipal 

Gol!' Links a.."'ldFairview Housing, and serves the S'l;ocl;ton ;..:t:-port 

on cer'co.in schedules., ' 

Applicant desires to operate ~bU$~s on :Tazelton Ave~ue 

instead or Ch'l.U'cl'l Street because Hazel ton is a Wid.er o.nd less 

congested thoroughfare better suited to bus operation. ':'hc ChUl"ch 

Street crossing at grade ot both Southern Pacific Company and 
• 

"!estern PacifiC P.ailro.:td ,trades includins several s ..... 1tching 'cra.cks 

l1as restricted visib£lity, D~d tho crossing signal protection is 

not of the higher standard of the Hazelton Avenu~ crossing of the 

same tracl~s. 

The proposed, routing would, also directly cross tho State 

Highway (Ch.s.rter vlay) ins'ce.:td ot requiring Do left turn o.t its 

intersection with Sharpfs ~anc. Such crossing of this mo.in arterio.l 

would r.ake' it possible to both board DJld discharge Luther Burbank 

School childrc~ without r,cc.1!1r1ng a pedestrion crossil:g ot tlUs J 
highway. Ii:owever, the President of the Parent-Tec.chers Associa.tion 

:::::. ' 

testified that these' school child%,cn may no longer reqUire transpor-

tation when schools, no,., boin~ constructed, are comple'ccd in the 

Fairview' Fousing area to the ~outh., This wi tness i'Ul'thcr~stateci 

th.:Lt most of these ~chool children receive trans'pol"tat1onby school, 

bus. 

Several l'"0sidents of th(! area eo.st of ':Jlilson ~:!ay protested 

the proposed c~'langeo!' r' ute rrom Wilson W:;.y to Pilgrim Street, 

pointing out, that they .... ould' be three' blocl<:s greater distance from 

a 'bus stop. They also, cali::tcd that th~ Pilgrim Stroot. routing ",ould 

-2-



'J..30763 AA. 

be on the western r.larg1n of the !,rinc1pal'rcsidcntiaJ. arc,," sorved. 

'!'hc. area 'Vlcst of Pilgr1:l Street is occupied mainly by railroad 

tr~ckz and yards. 

The Pilgri~ Street route would present the ~dd1tional 
.. 

traffic hazard of a grade crossing over the :oa1n line of The 

tl.tchison, Topcl<:a & Santa Fe Rt:.11",ay :me a transfer tro.ck 'bet'\lICen 

that railway and ~vestcr!l Pacific Railroad .... ,'hich might also cause 

occasiona.l c',clc.ys in bus scl-:edulcs ~vhcn ~r~.1ns arc stopped on -:=hc 

crossir..gs. This hazard is avoided " 'by 't;.s.ing the 1'!iJ.son v!~":1 underpass 

of thoze traclo::s as at present. 

, !t was !,ointcd out that usc of the Pilgrim Streot route 

wo'Ulc1 so increase tro.ri'ic over the Pilgrim Street bridge. across the 

Mor::on Char.ncl tl"l.at ·1!laintcna..~co thereof would 'be· s~\bstantially 

incrc~scd. The bridge, howover, is not posted ror ~ lo~d limit. 

The City of Stoclcton by o.:Cfic1avit filed contends tho.t such main­

tenance would be incre~scdfrom about $1,000 to $1,700 atalually. 

The Commission· balie ...... cs that'the objections to applicantts 

proposed rero',;rting of tho No.. '5 line ott'twc1oh tho ~a1ns th.:l tm1ght 

bo accomplfshed. through s"'.c1'l chanse, and the applicat101'l as it 

:::tl:!nds should be denied ... EOvlover, thoro is' considertlblc merit 

to the des-ire-.· to use r·Iazc,l ton Avenue instead of ,Church Street, 
. . 

end to crOS5· Cha.rter \Je.y d1r.::c1;ly instead of mal~:i.n~ a lett '~urn 

~t itc intersection with Shar~rs ~ne. It n,pcars '~t f~~tnor 

study should be :!'.ade by applica."'lt concerning the l'cssib11ity of . 
accomplishing e1 thor ox> both of these changes vr,iJ;hout producing 

the undesirable features contained in the ~~p11cation before us. 

One possibility of ~'tsing Hazelton Avenue instead of 

Church Street o.s anopcrating route )tight be o.ccomplishod by 
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folloW1ng H<lzcl ton Avcnu~ eastbound to wi thin one block or i'!11son 

V:lY,and then loop1ng'thc block via Sierra Nevada Stroet and 

Chu.rch Streot into Wilson Wq,thus avoiding a turn at the n,ol'th . 
, \ 

~ncl of the undcrp,,"ss at Hazelton Avenuo and Wilson tvo.y.' 

A study or the uea of Op~ir Street 3.."'ld Cla~r Street or 

Jf:I,ckson Stroot as '8. route bet\o!¢cn Sharp f s L:lI'l.c 'and 'Vlilson 'v!ay' 

appears dcslr.;:.ble 1n 'an attempt t.o avoid turns to and !l'om'~hal"ter 

1of~y and to establish greator safoty tol' ,thechi1clren of L't".thor 

Burbank school. 

An a.ppliea.tion 0.$ above entitled havins boon filed; a 

.publie hearing had' thoreon, the matter having boon s'J,bmitted :md 

i\D.ly considered by tha Cornm:ts!>ion, ruld b~sing this, order upon tho, 
", 

:-virl~ncc'or record and the conclusions and findings exprc~sccl in 

-;he op1n1on,hareo!, 

IT IS OR'D'Sr:8D thnt tho apl'l:tcat1on or Stocl~ton City Lines" 

Inc. is hereby donied wi thot"t ,r~jucli<:e. 

The effectivo do.te of this order sMll 'be twenty (20) 

days after tho date heroof. 

th1s /~ 
d::l.Y of 


