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| BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF. CALIFORNIA

—~
In the Matter of the Application -
of M. F. PHILLIPS and ARA PHILLIPS-
for a certificate of Public
Convenience and Ne¢essity to Operate
a Water Public Utilivy.

" Application No. 29484

N. F. Bradley for applicants, Adolph Lavin
for Alberto Martinez, a customer.

SUPPLEMENTAL OPINION

M. F. Phillips and Ara Phillips, his wife, on June 16,'19h9;
filed their first supplemental application in this proceeding, wherein'.
they ask this Commission for a certificate of public convenience and ,
necessity to operate a water system forldomestic, commercial;‘and ' 
irrigation'purposes in Tract'lla,gwhich is a portion of~Blo¢k C of
Eerlimart Fruit and Alfalfa Colcny No. 3 and 4is located adjacent to
the northern boundary of the unincorporated community of Earlimart
in Twlare County. A copy of "Encroachment Application'énd Permit™
No. 429 issued by the bounty of Tulare on June 25, 1oL8, permitting :
applicanzs‘to iay ceftain water maiﬁs and services in Tract Neo. 114,
was filed with the original application.

The Commission by its Decision No. a21oz; dated October 5,
1948, denied the original application.withou; prejudice on the basis .
of inadequacy of facilities tovrender satisfact§fy sérvice, which |
deficicncies were specified in the opinion. The‘supplemental |
application allegéd‘that these deficicncies had been eliminated.

A puolic hearing on the sﬁpplemcntal appligation was held |

before Examirer Ross at Delano on October 25, 1949..
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A general description of the water system as it existed
at the time of.the first hearing is containcd in Decision No} 42102
and will not be repeated here. Subseqﬁent to the hearing on the
originél application on.August 20, 1548, applicants lowered the
, preﬁiously elevated 2,000-gallon tank to the ground level for use as
a sump or settling basin and reconditioned the original 10 hp deep
well turbine pump which discharges into it. A satisfactory covering
for the 2,000-gallon ;ank was proﬁided. A three hp vertical turbine
pump was installed drawing from the‘sump and discharging into a:new
1,000-gallon presswe tank connected the distribution system. In
addition, certain new mains were installed bringing the total to
approximately 2,300 feet of 2-inch pipe.
. Testifying as to the adequacy of the facilities as founé‘
on his October 24, 1949 inspection, Ed F. Catey, onc of the Commission’s .
engineers, indicated that conditions were much improved singe the - |
previous hearing, but that the three hp vertical_turbine‘pumpawas
inadequate in capacity and should be ;epiaced with at ieast.a Tk hp
pump, which capacity he 'had specifically recommended at the 1998
hear?ng. He fufther stated that he had observed that the preééure tank
was being operated with'an insufficient cushion of air, resulting in-
excessive frequency of on and of £ ¢ycles of pump operéiion; It was
noted ﬁhat there was nofprovision for replenishing the tank's sﬁpﬁly;
of air; which is graduélly absorbed by'the water, nor was'thére a
gauge glass to indica:e the quaﬁtity of air in the tank at any time..
He also testified that the interéonnection of two dead-cnd mainé on
Stété Street which he had previously recommended had not been”.
accomplished; It was.ascertaincd'that certain of applicant*s mains
are'iocated in private property paralleling a public street, and the
engineer strongly urged that these mains be :clocated in the strect |
in the neér.future, althbugh Adt necessarily befbre the granting,of'the
certificate, indicating it was his opinion that.sudh cost of éel@catiod
should not be charged to capital.
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It was poinved out that the three hp vertical turbine pump
was a type not designed for the purpose and was unnccessarily‘expensivey?
for this operation. It was the Commission enginéér's opinion that a
more apprépriate horizontal pump of the 7% hp capécity needed would
nev hafe‘cost materially more than the undersized‘special-pﬁrﬁosef
three hp unit. He indicated that he could not recommend favbfable
action by the Coﬁmission on applicants? request for a certzficate w:th
the facilities as found on his October 24, 1949 lnspectzon.

It.was-provzded at the hearing that the Submission of this
matter would be set.aside for a pcr;od of not more than 60 days after
the hearing, within which period applzcants would be afforded an
opportunity to make thg improvement s recommended by the commzeszon
engineer and allow for an inspection and report by the~latppr,.to be
a part of this recard. An additional Ten days was allowed\fdr
replies by the znucrested partics to the report of the engzneer,‘
coples of which were to be mailed to them within the 60-day perzod.

Pursuant to the above provision, the engineer's report was,
£iled on December 3, 1949, within the 60-day period, and cop:cs were
mailed to the interested partxcs from whom no- replzes were recemved

The engincer's report states that the necesuary 1mprovementq
were completed by the time of his 1nupcction on December 20 1949 and
accordingly, the phyglcal faczlmtles no longer provmcp a basms for-a
“ecommcndatlon by bhim tha* the Commission deny the request for a
cercvificate. '

This favorable report by tac Commission engineer elzmxngteu
the basis for denial of thc certifiicate in Decision No. 42102, and it
is concluded that phe\cert;flcate requésted ‘should now be-granted; |

The recard in this proceeding indicates that this systemtwill'
serve approximately 30 customers including at present one garage, one
restaurgnt and one service station, at an average annual expcnae of
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$700. The rate base applicable to thls ut:-mty*s operat;onq is
approxlmately $5, 400. ‘Under the rates proposed by applicant, it
appears that an excessive rate of return would result, and it is con-
cluded that rates should be ordered Which will produce an annua1 g;oss

revenue of $1,050, giving & rate of return of approximately 6% on the
invested capital. '

The £lat rates to be orderecd reflect a level of chafses lower

than reouested by applicants and provide for a more liberal aréé to be
irrigated under the $2.50 monthly chargo which will make the rate
structure more nearly conform to the rates of other utzlztlcs which
have been in operation for a longer pericd of time in this gene:al
territory. To provide relief from the inequities possible under flat
rates, a schedule of alternéte'meter rates is to be ordered:‘
The certificate of public convenience and necessity granted
herein is subject to the following provisions of law:
That the Commission shall have no power to authorize the -
capitalization of the permit ‘involved he rein or this
certificate of public convenience and ne cessity or the
right to own, operate or enjoy such permit or certificate
- of public conven;ence and necessity in excess of the
- amount {exclusive of any tax or annual charge) actually
paid to the Sgate or to a political subdivision thereof

as the consideration for the gramt of such permit, cercif;cutc
of public convenience *nd necessity or right.

SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER

The above=-entitled applzcatzon having bccn considercd ang
publzc hearings having been held, the mtter having been submitted andv
now belng ready for declsion,

| IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that publi& copvéniencé‘and
necessity will require the operation of‘a public utility water systém~
by M. F. Phillips and Ara thllzpo in a subdivided tract known ao‘
Tract’ No. llb which is a portion of Block C of Earlimart Tract and
Alfalfa Colony No. 3 in Tulare County; therciore,
-l
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERZD that a certificate of public convenience
and necessity be and it is granted to M. F, Phillips and Arg Phillips . ‘h
%o operate.a public utility water system for the,distributién énd salew
of water within the territory.hercinbefcre described, and said
applicants be and they are authorized to exercise‘the right, pfivilege,
and permit granted by the Board of Superviéors of the County of Tulare
by its Encroachment Application and Permit No. 429, datevaune‘zs,lgas,

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that applicant shall:

1. File rates set ferth in Exhibit A attached to this order,
to be effective on and after March 1, 1950, together with
rules and regulations and tariff service map acceptable

to this Commission and in accordance with the requirements
of General Order No. 96.

File within forﬁy (LO) days after the efféctive date of
this order, fouwr copies of a comprehensive map drawn to
an_indicaved scale of not less than LOO feet to the inch,

delineating by appropriate markings the various tracts.
of laxd and territory served and the location of the
various properties of applicant.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days
after the date hereof.

Rated at San Francisco, Califormia, this ¢§Zﬁ§2§é§f day of .
, 1950. | |

| , g % o
A )

/

Commissioners.




Schedules No. ‘l
GENERAL METERED SERVICE

APPLICABILITY

- Applicadle to all motored water service.
TERRITORY

In and about the subdivision known as Tract 114, Earlimert Fruit and

Alfelfo Colony No. 3, at the northern end of the wnincorporated town of
Zarlimart, Tulsre County. : o

RATES

Per Moter
Q_unntity Rete:

First 500 cubic feet, or loss. . . . . . $2.00
Next 1,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feot %50
Noxt 2,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic Toot
Over 3,500 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet.

Minimum Chexrge:

For 5/8 x 3/4-fnch meter.
Foir . 3/katnch meter. .
For. l-inch meter.
For - lé-inch meter.

For 2-1nch meter. . . . .

The Mirimum Charge will entitle tho
customer to the quantity of water which

thet moathly minimum cherge will purchage
a8t the Quantity Rates. -

EXHIBIT A
Page 1 of 2
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Schedule No. 2
GENERAL FIAT RATE SERVICE

APPLICABILITY
Applicable to all flat rate wator service. -

TERRITORY

Io end about the subdivision known as Tract 114, Earlimart Fruit and Alfslfs

Coleny No. 3, at the northern end of the wnincorporated town of Earlimart, Tulare
Cownty.’ ' . : :

RATES

-+ Per Monxh

For single-family dwelling, including the irrigation of
2,500 squere £oet OFf GOYAOn. « « v 4 4 4o 4 4 e v 4. . $2.50

For each additionsl single-femily dwolling on the same
premises or each additional dwelling unit in duplex or
multiple unit residences, pexvod through the same service
connectlion, including no additlomal irrigation. . . . . .

For esch temporery dwelling, house trailer or tent,
including no irrigetion. . .

l“CIJIVCOOO.'i.l“l.

For each noncireulating water cooley, during months used

For each circulatiﬁg water cooler, during months used. .-

Stores

Coarages . .

Reatauranta

*® & & & & s v+ s ‘a

Tor eres irrigated, not included in above rates, #uriné
nonthe of May to Octoder, inclusive, per 100 square feot

SPECIAL CONDITION:

In case of dlsogreement over the application of these flat rates, or if
either the utility or the customer so desires, a metor will .be set end
Schedule No. 1 applied.. ’ '

EXHIBIT A
Page 2 of 2




