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Dec.ision No._ £C73%2 _

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIDb COMNIoSION OF THE STATE Or CALIFORNIA E

In the Matter of the Application of
NORMAN H. ROBOTHAM, dba Twin Cities

Transit for change of route in East
Morysville.' ‘

Application No. 30770

In the Matter of the Application of
NORMAN H, ROBCTEHAM, dba Twin Cities
Iransit for an Order of the Commis-
sion authorizing an increase in the,
passenger fares. -

Application No. 30771

Appearances

Norman H. Robotham, 4in propria persona.
F. E. Locke, Mrs, ﬁ . Nicholson,
Mrs. Richard Martin Mrs. R. Dir?os
Jerry Vheeler, Don Myer John Palmer
and Fiam M, Booth, Jr., ’for various.
interested parties.

OPI N I ON

Applicant conducts 2 passenger stage business in
Marysville and Yuba City and botween these cities. By
Application No. 30770 he secks authority to change a portion of
his East Marysville route. By Application No. 30771 authority
is sought to estoblish‘incrcascd fares. |

‘Thcse hotters were hcurdvon 2 common record before
Examiner Lake at Muryovillc on Jonuhry 9y 1950. They wkll bo

diopooco of by onc dccision.
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The change in applzcant'c Bast ia*ysville route heroin o
sought Involves two city blocgo on the outbound service and one city

block on the inbound scrvicc.-

According vo the recoxrd the nrooo¢éd cbangc is in response't

P

to public demand and becauqe of poor road condntzons along one of |
the streets over which oresont operations are conducted. The coach.
niles involved and ihe service rendered wowld be tho‘same as' via
the present route. | | |

Tt appears that the cbange of routﬂ proposal contcmplates
only a minor rcarrangomcnt that it would qerve the‘public to
betteor dvantavc without causing undue hardshin to anyone; and that'
it would ocrmit apnrlicant to conduct operationo over better roads,

Applicant's fares were last adjusted in :ebruary l9u8 at
which time the adult farc was increased from 9 cents pcr TLdC to
§ cents or 2 tokens for 15 cent- The school chilaron'svfare‘of |
20 rides for 75 cents was not dzsturbcd. Tt has been in effect with-
out change since 194k,

Applzcant ‘secks authority to increcase the adult fare to
10 cents poé‘ridc-on.wcokdays and 15 cents per ride on Sundays.
Authority is aleo souzht to increase the school'chiidrcn’“ fare to
5 cents per’ rido.‘ The 1attcr fare is proposcd to be roqtticted %O
students under 18 yoars of age going to or-from ochool on school days
betwoon the hours of 7 ‘30 a.m. and 9: 30 a.n. and between 2:30 p

~ 2
and %:30 p.m., and to be subject to verification by the serool.

Outbound apol*cant proposos to operatce from Swezy and lkth Strocts
to Sampson Street over Swezy and 16th Strects in liou of l4th Strect:
and on inbound service he proposes to operate from Sampson to Swezy
gtrcots over 15th Strect instead of over Sampson and 14th Strccts.

Originally applicant. sought to adandon Sunday oporations and to
cancel the reduced fares for school children. At the hoaring,

. howcggr, the aprlication was wmondod to refleet the 'oasi.a now
sought.
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In suppoct of the sought increases, applicanx contends .
that operations have been conducted at a continuous loss since 19%7.‘
According to an exhibit introduced in evidence, 1osses wcre $2,171,
$3,688 and $13,309 in.l9h7, 1948 _nd 19h9, rcspective;y.

The losses were attriduted primarily to a substantial
decline’in the volume of traffmc. This was said to be occasioned
to a large oxtont by a decrease in the oopuldtion of, the Marysvillo- o
Yuba City area. It wa.s alleged that Sundey business had declined to

such a point that the revenues resuliing therefropvdidrnot meet : X
out~of-pocket costs. It was contended that the.igcredse in-revenues |
from the l5-cent Sundsy.fare herein sought would not be sufficicnf
to place ooeratiods on a profitable basis; however, because of the.
need of such sorvice apolicant would be willing to assume some of“ohe .
losses rather than discontinue Sunday operations. 3 Every possib;e
economy was said to have been effected to curtail expenses.- It
was asserted that without the relief here sougbt applicant cannot
continuo to. mointain service. s

A transportation engincer of the Commission's'stafg_sub-
mitted and explained an exhidit which consisted in general‘of- |
studies of traffic trends for both weckday and Sunday scrvice, esti-
mates of passengers and oassenger revenues and operating expense
depreciation and rato‘base statements, and forecasts of the_cstimatod
rosulfs of operations for a l2-month period ending Januvary 31; léSI;
This witness estimated that the existing fares, based on prosent
conditions and anticipatcd cxpenses, would result In a loss for

the perfod slightly in excess of $5,700., The estimated operating

The loss for 1949 appcars to be somewhat overstated in that ox~
penses were not develoyed on an acerual basis dbut included all bills

- paid or outstanding during this period, many of whicn wore said to
have boen incurrod in prior years.:

~3=
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‘raﬁio would be 130;7 per cent. Operating results undcr the proposcd
farcs as calculatoc from the above—refcrrcd to exhibit are as
follows:
Operating Rcvcnucs :
Adults | ' $20 700
Schiool Children 1 125
Other Revenue
| o _ $22,225 (1)
Operating Expenses | 324,301
Net Operating Income | $Qa*Qg§D
Operating Ratio 10933%;
Ratc Base. | ' % 9, 720
| () - indicatos loss :
{1) Includes no nrovioion for a proposcd age restriction om the
school children's fare but does include $600 estimatoed .

revenue fron the five-cont hlghcr fare proposcd for Sunday
serviee.

Sevoral residents and roprcscnxativcs of v;rious*schools‘;
protcstcd the granting of the fare increcase application in so for as
it pertains to an age rostriction sought to be placed on the use. of
school children's farcs. They contcndod that many children attcnding
'High school were 18 ycars of age and that thoz should cnjoy the same
privileges as other students who arc youngcr. The granting of tho
applications was °upportcd by thc Maryuville District Chambcr of
Commo*ce and several public witnesses.

The record is cloar that applicant’s revenucs from the
present fares are not sufficicnt. Applicant did not submi%
forccasts of futurc revenues or cxpenses; hQWCVCr;‘itliS cicar

fronm the evidence submitted by the Commission witness that tho .

- proposcd fares will not roturn the costs of conducting the operation. 5
Tne age restriction proposed by applicamt in comnection witﬁh
students! fares has not been shown to be ncccésa;y in'viow

I
I
i

pn

Applicant sought to restrict the age limit to 18 years of age
because, he stoted, many children of 18 years did not atténd school
and ‘that they mizht abusc the schocl childron 5 privilcgc.

el
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of the restriction that suéh fares will be valid only upon presenta=-

tion of credentials 1naicating the rider 15 a student

Upon careful consideration of all of the facts and circum-
stances of record, the Commission concludes and finds as a.fact‘that
the proposed cnange‘of‘route‘and the sought fare increcases, ekcepﬁingf'
the age restriction oﬁ the student fares, have been justified. To
this extent the applicationw, as amended, will Dbe zranxod Th§
record indicates tnat many passengers were unaware of the exact amount
of appliéant's fares and that as a result fares other than those
applicabdble appear to have been collected. In order to remedy this
condition, applicant will ve réquired to post in his. buees,'for a
peri&d of not less than *ixty (60) days, notice of. all effective
fares. At the hearing applicant sought author;gy to establis n the
proﬁosed adjustments on less than statutory notiéé. Becguse of the

urgent need of additional revenue, he will be autho&ized to.d6 s0.

|
”
i

Application having been made in the abovenen:itledﬁproéced--‘
ings and based upon cvidence received aﬁa conclusions and fiﬁdipgs
s¢t forth in the preceding opinion, | |

IT IS HIREBY ORDERED that Norman H. Robotham be and he s
heréby authorized to disconﬁinue oberations over luth Strcet between
Swezy aﬁd Sampson Streets and over‘éampson Street béﬁween lkthvand
16th Strcets in East‘Mary sville and concurrently thercwith establi ﬁ

and maintain operations over the fol;owing route-
- From the intcrsect;on of Swezy and 14th Stroets
along Swezy Street, l6th Street, Sampson Street,

17th Street, Cov;lia d 3trect, 15th Street and
'chzy‘Street to pomnt of bcginning.

-5-
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IT IS HERERY FURTHZIR ORDERED that Normar H. Robothar be and
he 4s heredby autnorized to imcrease his adult fares to‘lO cents per
ride on weeldays aad 15 cents per ride on Sundays.dnd to iagrease.

. his school children's gare’to 5 cents per ride, applicabdle to stu-
dents going to or Lrom school oa sechool days between thé hcurs:of‘
7:30 a.m. and $:30 a.n. and between 2 30 p.z. 2ad %:30 p.m., and sub-
Jeet to verification of their school affiliation- and that the changes
in fares herein authorized may be made om not less than five (5) |
days' notice to the Commission and to the public.

IT IS HEREPY FURTEER ORDERED that applicant be and he is

- hereby directed to. post and maintain in his vehicles, for a periocd of
R0t less than sixty (60) days, & notice of all effective fares.

IT ISVHEREBE FURTHER ORDERED that in all other respects
Application Ro. 30771 be and it is hereby denied.

I7 IS‘dEREBX FURTHER ORDERED that the authority herein
‘granted to establish the Lncreased fares shall eXpire ninety (90)
days after the‘effective d te of this order.

This order shall become effective txenty (20) days after
the date hereof. : Aar'

Dated at LOu Angeles, Cﬁlifornia, this ~/ day of
February, 1950.




