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Decision No.

4/“"_}’8 , | ﬂ@/fiﬂﬁ .’:_‘.. h"'
BZFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES C CCMMIESION OF THE STATE OT CALIF“RNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
VALLZY }0TOR LINZS, INC., for a )
certificate of pubiic convenience )
and necessity to extend its operative ) Application No. 2980#
- rights to certain off-line points )
from its present routes, in the State )
of California, as an extension and %

enlargement of certain of its existing
rights. . )

Boyd and Burten by R. Edward Burton for apnlicant

Robert ., valker and Irederie Jacobue by “rcdoric Jacobus
for The Atchmson, wopera & Santa Fe Rallway Gc Company and
Santa Fe Transportation Company, protestants.

CPINIOXR

In the above-cntitled application,'ao awended, Valley
Motor Lines, Inc., secks a highway common carrier cerfificate"
authorizing an extension of its service to certain points in the
San Joaquin Valley. Those points’ are in the generaT vieinity of
Modesto, Turlock, Mércod and Fresno. The latter points are now
scrved by applicant in its operation along U. S. Highway No;'99.
Allvthe points proposed.to be served are off tbat hizhway. .Thooe :
in the viecinity of Modésto'and Turlock are Riverbank, Oakdalé5
Empire,'Hughson, Denair and Hilmgr. Near Merced applicant would
serve Planada, Legrand and 21 Nido. ALL of the foregoing proposed
point° of service except Hilmar ‘and E1 Nido are rail points on
The Atchison ;opeka and Santa Fe Railway Company. At Fresno '
service would be extended to Pinedale, Sunnyside and Locan..
Intermediate points along the extended. routes wouldkalsoube Served.v
A public hearing was had before Examiner Paul at Modesto and at .

- Fresno and the matter was submitted.
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Applicant proposes to transport general commodities
except unerated houschold goods ‘and related articles, uncrated
1ivestock and liquid petroleur products in bulk in tank trucks and
trailers. “ ' |

Applicantfs general traffic manager describéd its present
operations and outlined the proposed plen of extended service.
Appiicant's main terminal is at Fresno. The witness stated that
applicant alsc maintains terminal facilities and 15 small units of
pickup and delivery eoquipment at Modesto. These and other units :
of eqﬁipment would be uséd to provide regular gervice daily except
Saturdays, Sundgys and holidays to, from and beiween points‘
apﬁlicanx propoées to serve. Applicant planS-to-conétruct A new
terninal at Merced to be used instead of thet rented from a local
highway common carrier, According to the witness applicent has
received many requests for the prbposed servicg from sﬁippers or
receivers of freight at the varioﬁs points itjdesireS-tb serve, as
well as similer iequests‘from a number of eivic organizetiéns. The‘
witness also testified that applicont handles considefab;e;tonnége f

ﬂ' over its docks at Modesto, Merced 2nd Turlock consigned to receivers
i »t Riverbank, Hughson, Empire, Hilmar, Denair and other points
proposed tb be served. 4s applicant lacks authority to,de1iver‘
such shipments, the consignees afe-compelled to provideﬁthéir,owﬁ
pickup service at Modesto, Merced or Turlock in ordér;to théin v
next day deliveries. _ | -

Applicant called 32 public witnessesfor whom approximately;
20'were'engagéd‘in various types of business at or nesr ‘Santa Fe
Railway rall points.‘ In subStahce these witnesses féstifiéd*thet'
they receive ffom, or make shipﬁénts to Sen Franeisco Bay'a:ea points,

San Jos¢, Sacramento, Stockton, Fresno, Los Angelés,ahd other pb;nts

served by applicaht; Each wcek‘this'less-carloed traffic,‘on the ’
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average, amounts to about 75 shipments of a gross weight of épproxi—
mately 27 tons. These witnesses stated that from two to six days
cand in sbme cases loﬁger pariods of tine elapse befof@ shipments

can be received when shipped by rail. In only a few_instanceé aid
any witness receive an overnight scrvice. Thoy all expressed a ncod
for a more rapid service and preferabdbly an ovcrnight'éervice-on' {
shipments consigned from those pointsQ It is noteworthy that with‘

a few.oxceptions the only complaint they expressed against the rail
service was the length of time in transit of shipments;. The-witnésseg
from points in the vieinity of Modesto stated that in order‘to—_ ‘
obtain overnight service, they request that shipments be routed
ovér'appiicant*s line via Mddésto,.where they make their dwn‘pick
ups. Witnesses fiom’Hilﬁar dre’required to receive their shipﬁchts

at applicant's terminal at Turlock and stated that.they‘have4a¢nced
for the proposcd oporatioh of appliéant. When the witnesses from
communities in'the:vicinity of Merced desire an overnight service
they are required to pick up or deliver their shipmenfs at applicant?S'
terminal at Merced. A representative of a whoiesale_distributqr .
at San Francisco tespifiéd'that nis firm had Toceived numerous
cbmplaints of slow serviee from its customers at several of the
points proposcd to be served. These delays in service placed

his company at a disadvantage in competing with local jobbing
firms. Witnesses from Pinedale, Sunnyside and Locan, near Fresho,
stated that they have no reliable common carrier service and desire

the ¢stablishment of the operation propbscd by applicant.

The only evidence produced by Santa Fe Railway‘ﬁas through
the testimony of its Division Superintendent who deseribed the

sexvice provided for less-carload traffic between the points invelved.

Fe testificd that 21l the less-carload traffic offered the Santa Fe

-3~
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Railway in the San Francisco Bay arca is conselidated at Richmond

wherc separate box cars arc made up for Riverbank; Empire and Merced.
The Merecd car is loaded with freight for Merced only. Traffic
destined to Modesto and Oakdale ic Lloaded in the Dmpircédr and .
the Riverbamk car respectively. These cars move in o train leaving
Richmond at 9:39 p.m. Gaily and are sect out af'Rivérbank,'Dmpiré“
and Merced at approximately 1 a.m.; 1:30 a.m. and 3:30 a.m.
rQSpcctiveiy the followihg'ﬁorning. In 2ddition a peddler car
leaves Richmond in the same train on Monéay, Wedncsday dnd Jriday

of cach weck connecting with a local freight train at Riv"rbanfv
which peddles freight mt Hubhson, Empirc, Denair, Ires no‘and
i“termcdiatcrrail_point.. At cach of the points of San Fraﬁcisco,
Riverbank, Empiré,Denair and Hughson, Santa Fe Rallway maintains
local contract draymcq who provide pickup and delivery SCTViCG‘

at those voints for rail traffic. Westbownd traffic moves'in a
local rail frcight car f:om Fresno on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
and pcddlcs less—carload traffic at all the rail stations involved.
The witness pointed out that under 0ffice of Defensc Tramsportation
Rule No. 18-A, Santa Fe Railway is resﬁricted in the use of box cars
to minimum loads of 20;OOO pouﬁds; and that such minimum Joads are
not'always availafle cach day. He also pointed 6ux that before |
the var it maintained local pickup and delivery at most of its

rail points which was discontinuod‘du:inz the war but is boing
reestablished when it is able %o dbtaiﬁ the use of a satisféctbry' 
local drayman. The witness further stated that Santa Fe Transporta~
tion Company, a wholly owned subszdiary of Santa Fe 1”::d..’l.wg.y has

1)
pending before the Commis ston an applicatmon (Vb. 27203) for

Ti) On October ¥, 1959, th¢ Cormission issucd Dcciuion No. %5355
- on Application No. 27203 It authorizes Santa Fe Transportation
Company to establish a highway common carricr service botween ,
San Francisco and Los Angeles and all points intermediate thercto
on all lines of the parent rail carricr with cortain excentions.

That deeision also authorized operations between other points
which are not involved herein.

e
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authority to establish a highway,ccmmon carrier service which, if
granted, would enable 1t to provide an overnight service daily
except Sundays and holidays at all rail points of its7parent; the

Santa Fe Rallway, which are involved herein,‘among other points.

A review of the evidence in this proceeding shows that
2ll the receivers of shipments of freight at the various points
in the Modesto, Turlock and Merced areas expressed a need for an
overnight dcliveiy of shipments. In ordcrltc cctain,such.ovcrnight
delivery they have found 1t necessary to hove their‘shipmcnfS-
routed vis the lines of applicant with destination eithcrac
Moéesto, Turlock c:‘Mcrced. This requires them to provide their‘
own delivery service from applicant's terminals a% thcsc poLﬁts. |
Most of them expré¢ssed no preference as to the carrier who provided
thc service if OVcrnight deliveries coulc be made at the ultinate
destinetion. However, there were a fow who expre,sed 2 deeirc for
2 through truck service without transfer. The witnesses from thc
commnnitics in the vicinity of Fresno expressed a similar nced for

overnight service whilich is not now provided. There was no cppositicny

to this part of wpplicent's propos 13 nor to the proposal to sc:vci
Hilasr and E1 Nicoe. |

After full considcraticn of all the evidence of record
the Commission is of the Op&nion that cstabliohmunt of the service
proposed by apvlicpnt w;ll affcrd a better fervice-to the shipping
public. The Commission finds that public convenience 9nd nececsity
require that a certiflcatc be granted to applicant authorzzing it

o ¢stablish thechi@hway common carrier ucrvice_prcposed._

e
:

el
L




A.2980% AL

An application therefor having been filed, a public
hecaring had thercon and it naving been found Uhat public convonicnce ‘
and necessity so rcquire,

IT IS ORDERED: | |

L) That o certificate of public convenicnce and necessity:
is hereby granted to Valley Motor Lines, Inc. authorizing the
cstablishment and operation of service as a highway common carr#er,
as'dcfine§ in Sectiog 2-3/% of the Public Utilities-Act,‘fbf the '
transportation of‘prope:ty, except uﬁcrated hoﬁseholdlgoods and
related-articlcs5‘uncrated livcstOck, and liquid pctroleum products
in bulk in tank trucks and trailers, between Modesto, Rlverbank
and Oakdale and iﬁtermcdiaté points? between Salida and MbHenry
and intermediate pointss bctwcen Modesto, Emp;rc, Hughson, Dcnai.,
Turlock, Hilmar, Irwin, Delhi and intermediate points; botween
Ceres and Hughson and intcrmcdiatcﬂpoints; and between Keyes and
Berkcley Road and intermédiaté points. Also between Morced, Planada,
Legrand, Minturn and 1ntcrmodiate points; bctweon Legrand and
junction of the county road with U. S. Highway.99 through Plainsburg,
including intcrmediatc poinfs; between Merceed and thefjunctioﬁ of
a county road with State Highway 152 south of El Nide including
intcrmodiate points. Also between Frosno and H»rndon and intormediate'
point~ via Pinodale ineluding intermediate pointw, aad bctwecn Frcsno,
Sunny,ido and Locan and intcrmcdiato point

(2) That in providing scrvice pursuent to the certifi-
cate hcrein granted, Mpplicant shall comply with and observe thc _

following service regulations:
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a. Applicent shall file a written scceptance of the .
certificate herein greanted within e period of not
to exceed 30 days fronm the offective dete hereof. .

b. Within 60 days from the effective date hereof and
on not less than 5 days! notice to the Commission
and the public, applicant shall estadlish the
service herein authorized and comply with the
provisions of .General Order No. 80 and Part IV
of General Order No., 93-A, by f£iling in triplicate
and concurrently meking effective, appropriste
tariffs and time tabdbles.

¢c. Subject to the authority of this Commission to
change or modify them by further order, applicant
shall conduct operations pursuent to the certificate
herein granted, over and along public roads and
highways directly comnecting the points herein
authorized to be served. '

The effective date of this order shall be 20 days after
the date hercof.

Dated at Aa\/mw“.._/ , California, this_/#°¥

day of « gg‘//ﬁkiﬁ‘«,z;- y 1950,
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