" Decision No.

2831 ‘, | " | @%BMNM-

SEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE SZATE OF CALIFORNIA

ANTONE AIELLQ, doing dusiness as GROVE TAXI,
FRANK AI’LLO do;ng business as FRANK'S LUCKY
CAB, NENO BARRACO - Qoing buaincsu as TETE'S
TEXI, PATZI BOYWJVO doing business as RATZI'S
INDbPBNDENT CiB, FRANF BRUNO, doing business as
FRANK'S T4XT, JOVEPH T. GONZALES doing dbus iness
as VICTORY CAB FRANK LISTRO, doing bUSinCuS as
LUCKY C2B, JOBEPE MERCURIO smd S. F. ENES, a
partnershlp, doing vusiness as MURPEY'S TAXI
PEILIP J, MIKLICH, doing business as MICK'S CAB,
SNTHONY oCHILLACE doing buuincss 25 MISSION
CAB, VINCENT oCOTTO doing business as VETEAAN'S

ua, NICK MERCURIO, doinp business as NICK'S
LUCKY CA3, and ANTHONY JIWNNA, doing dbusiness as
TONY'S ;AXI,.

Complainants,

Vs, Case No. S171

NENO COBISENO, doing buuiness as COPIE'S TAXI,
YERO RUSSO, doing business 25 ACE TAXY, DOMINIC
K. VINCE, doing business as G. L. TAXI JULIO
QUESLDA, doing business a¢ JAY-QUE IAXI FRANK
LOMBARDO, doing business as HOPEY'S ;AXI FRANK
CANEPA, doing business as LOU'S TAXI, W. V
hODGES doing business as VISTA TAXI PAUL
RAZLUTO doing business as OWL TAXI PQUILIVO
NAVES, doing business 2s NAVE!S TAXf MANUEL

RNANDVZ doing business 25 GRAY TnXI ROBERT -
DUNDY doing business 2s ED N TAXI COMPﬁNY
FRANK ROBBRTS doing business as ANTIOCE CﬂB
UOI{P .NY,

Defendants.

. Judson and Tucoon for compleinants.

Matthew S. Walker »~nd Mortimer RB. Venle for defendants,
Nero. Coblseno, Neno Russo& Dominic K. Vinee, Julio
Quesada, Frank Lombardo. Frank Canepa, W. V Hodges,
Aquilino Naves, Manuel Fernandez, Robert Bundys
Paul Ruzzuto in propria persona; Mory €. Roberts
for defendant, Frank Robeorts;

George C. Carmody for Dennis Pettas, interested por JY.
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The complaint herein alleges that defendants and cach of
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them are operating as passenger stage corporations over reguler
routes and between fixed termini »nd specifically between Camp
Stoneman on the one hand and Pittsdurg, Ant;ocn Concord, Mﬂrtinez,
Walnut Creek, Oaklend and Sen Franclsco on the other hand; that

- each of the complainants has been isswed 2 pcrmit by the City of
Pittsburg to operate taxicpba thereins that defendant Robvert Bundy
has a permit €o operste texicads in the City of Ant:och onlys

that none of the other defendants heg any permits to opcrpte
*axlc:b, in eny of tha clties nmentioned; that cach defendant
pPosscsses a permit from the Stete Board of aqualzzation;‘that

néne of the\dcfendnnts has a cértificatc of public éonv;niéncc

and necessity from this Commisglon to operate as e pasaanger stagg

porﬁtion.

The defendants admit the allegationé relative to the
permits that have and have not been issued to each compléinanx
and %0 each deréndnﬁf,:énd generally deny all the rest of the
compléint- |

A public hiearing was held in Mertinez on January 25 and

26,.1950, defore Examincr Gillard,Aand.the matter submitted for

decision,

The record shows that Camp Stonemﬁn, a militmry Teserva=
tion of zbout 1870 acrog, iz bounded on the North by California
Lvenuc iz the City of Pittgburg, and on the East by & county road
called Railroad Avenue.' It 1s approximately one-half mile from
the'ﬁaiﬁ gate of the Caﬁp along Rallroad Avenue going north to.
the Pittsburg city limits st California Avenue, and the most diroct
route fro* that main ~et~ to the center of Pitt,buxg's bugine
district: is a2long Raierad AVunub
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Camp Stonemen is a Replscement Depot, and at the present
time its average daily population is about 3500'soldiérs. The;ﬁ
great majority of thése are cither just goin§ overseas, or heve
Just returned from there, and tho;r average stay a2t Cemp Stoncmen
15 1ess than one merth. Taxicad service for‘thiq mobile pdpu;a-
tion was restricted by the Commanding‘Office; on‘January 16, 1950C,
to taxicabs opersted by ton of the defendants heroin, ond militnry
pernits to operate within the camp were denied to ell othcra,
including all th»\complﬂ¢nant¢\and defendents, Paul Razzuto and
Frank Reberts. Counsel for complainants during the hu«ring movcd
to dismiss a5 to these two defendants on the ground of in ufficient
evidence, ané tnc mo*xon will de granted. The turm-"dcfendnntsﬁ
as hereinsfter used will thercfore refer only to the ten remeine
ing defundants. | |

As the result ¢f the military permits issuczd only td
defendants, and Pittsburg city permits issﬁcd only to complainsnts
and others thpn'defendants, soldiers desiring to usc taxicabds
between thb Camp »nd Pittsdurg ¢sn use only thc ca bé of' defendants
when oozng from Cnmp, and ¢c~An use only tho cﬂbs of complﬂinanta

and others then defendsnts when going from Pittshurg.

Operation of taxicabs within the Comp 15 controlled by

orders issuce by the Commmnding Offfcer, which provide that cabs
gay-pnrk At the medn grte ot Gront Drive ncar Rallroad Avenue anq
ét 2 toxl stand at 15th ~1d Groantg Drive; may cruisc »nd pick up
or discharge any place along Grant Drive, and moy pick up »nd
dLan‘rgg in eight dcgignatcd areas of ths Camp; waleh arens
- constitute the main eenters of camp activity. in the tnxicob stend
‘at 15th and Gront Drive, defeadants heve instwllud 2 .telephone whicn;

15 comnsetad with the main ¢amp switchboard, thus pgrmitt¢ng phone
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calls to the cab stand from any point in camp.

The operations of cach defendant, cxcept Robert Bundy,
are similar and will be discussed together. Each of these nine
defendants owns one Ilve passenger vehicle, painted a distinctive
color, with a fictltious name (e.g. Copie's Taxi) and a tclephone
number painted on cach side, and a customary "taxi” sign on the
top; Five or six use the telephone number of "Angelo's Drive~in"
and the rest that of "La Fiesta",‘each‘of which places is outside
the limits of Pittéb'"g. These nine csbs rotate between the stands
at 15th and Grant Drive, the main camp gate, and Angelo's or la -
Fiesta. Each cab operates a majority of the time from the stand
at 15th anlerant Dfive. ngt Of_the fares pickedvup at the main
gate are destined to points within the camp itself. Somc busanesa
is developed from Angelo's and La Flesta, either while the cabs
are parked there, or by means of telephonc calls relayed to the
taxi stand in the camp. MNost of the business of these defendants
develops at tne£ taxi stand, with prospective passengérs contacting
the drivers either in person or by telephone. Some fares are
- picked up by crulsing along Grent Drive. MNost of éhe soldiers are
destined to the business district in Pittsbﬁrg, and specifically

to bus depots, tré;p depots, theaters, bars or night clubs. Other
' trips'are made with'much less freguency to places outside Pittsburg's
city limits, and to each of the cities herein-above named. Fares
are charged on a trip b131¢ rcgardless of the number of paosengers,
if all’ pausengers are discharged at the same point; additional
fares are charged to destinations veyond the firs t stop. A cab

" may be hired by one ‘passenger only, or by any muamber in a group LP
to five. |
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Robert Bundy owns four cabs, each of which carrées
permits from the‘Cify of Antiogh, Canp Stoncman and the Sfate
Boerd of Bquelization., Most of his revemue (607 to 75%) develops
in Anticgh 2nd from there trips are made in every dircetion. Two
of‘his cabs are elways in Antioch; oné is usually loéated at
Cémp Stoneman; the fourth cab is in either place, depcending upon
tne demends of business. The cabs do not hgve fixed sssignments,
but'alternatc'between the two places. Most of the - fares picked-
cp in Camp are destined to-Piftsburg, slthough there is some

buciness‘to‘other.citiés.

'?fcqmpsStbnemén, as stated herein, Ls o féderﬁl nilitary
reservetion, and the militery authoritics may exclude =ny operator
therefrom. Complainants and defendents perform similar sefvices
between the gate at Cemp Stonemen ond swrrouxiing territory,
cxecept that complainénts operatg t0o “he Camp ane datendants reﬁder
service thercfrom. IV is obvious that aere an stteurst 1 being
x2dc by one group to eliminate or harass 2 compotitivevgroﬁp $&"
inveking “he aid of this Ccamission in want islcssentiall?va

private dispuse.

Defendants sprawcentcly Operoté waat may e charncterized
as a charter car service awd acsess Isrzs on - grotp bas;s to |
destiravione and cver rouses jrdicated or taz pidews. Tnhe roccrd
Lereli, Aces a0t uyrranpugkgiadihg that defendants are operating as
PrEsC.geT stage cérporétiéﬁéi&ithin the meéning of thé rablic

Ceirities Act. Thorerore incﬂcompléint will be dismissed.
2RDEER

A public hearing ha&ing be¢en held, and hasecd uwpon the
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evidence adduced and the findings and comclusions set forth in
the opinicn,

IT IS ORDERED:

| That the complaint be and it is hereby dismissed as to
" 211 defendents. o

The effective date of this 6rder shall be twenty (20)
~ days after the dateihéreor.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this /éfﬁﬁé; day

of.ﬁ%%ﬁ__, 1950. |

it (Dtrrs ‘.

°} COMMISSIONERS




