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Decision. No. 43864 
.r ; 

" ' 

B2Io~OR£ THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM!SSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA· 

In the ~atter of the Investigation'on the ) 
COmmission's own motion into the clsssif1- ) 
cations, contract~, depOSits, operations, ) 
pra.ct1ces, refunds, rules and t"egulations, ) 
services and stntus, or any of them, or ) 
PARK ::"'ATJ:i:~~ COMPAI;Y, a corporation, and of ) 
iI .. H. \'JHEEtER, oi ther or 'both in the opera- ) Case l~o • .$175 
tion of ll. Vlater' system, or woter sY':lte:lS, ) 
for the distribution and sale of water tor ) 
domestic snd other purposes in vat"ious areas, ) 
subdivisions and tt"aets in and in the vicinity) 
of Baldwin Park, Compton, Do¥mey, El Monte,) 
Montobollo, South G~te, and elsowhet"e in ) 
tos .An,zeles County. ) 

----------------------------------~,) 

Mrs. Harold Brown in propria persons; 
H. H. wheeler tor Park Water Company; 
'(J. E. Mo1tke tor Public Utili ties Commission. 

OPI1,7I011 --------

This proceeding was brought for the purpose ot invest1ga

ting the complaint of Ml:-s. Harold Brown, 86.3l East Gardendale Street, 

r..O(:.l" the community of Downey, Co.11torn1(1., who clo.1:1o thct the park 

VIr.. t~r Company owes her a refund in tho sum of .~236 on an alleged 

refundable deposit l':lJlae by sa1d Mrs. Harold. Brown to said wllter com

Pe.a.y and/or to H. H. Wheeler, president of said. water cora,any" tor 
" 

a water main extens10n to provide water service to, hor .proporty 

s1t~ated on Sandy Lane immediatoly north of the 1ntersoct1on or 
CTo.rdendalo Stroet and Sandy Lane in so.1d. community or Downoy(l). 

(1) Rates, Rules &nd rlegulations of Po.rk We,tel:- Company on tile, with 
the Public Utili ties COmraiss1on; see Rule No,. 19' filed Decem
ber 28, 1942. 
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A public hea.ring Wl)S held in Los Angeles on February 10, 

1950. 

The evidence or record shows thtlt, some time in !~pr1l of 

1947, Mrs. Harold Brown discussod with H. H. Wheeler, president or 
the Pa.r!~ \;ater Company, a public U~i1itY' water corporo.tion, E:. water 

main extension to provide water service to a house proposed to be 
, 

built on Sandy Lane, approx1mately 300 feet northerly of tho inter-

section of GardendD.le Street and Sandy LCll,,:e. Upon being Informed 

by H. H. ~'Jheeler that, under the water company' s Rules and Regu

l~tions pertaining to such extension, her pro rata share of the 

cost \'lould probably exceed ·~500, Mrs. Brown stated that she coulc. 

not 'Pay t.'"lat amo\.U'J.t; whereupon, H. H. Wheeler suggested. to Mrs. 

Harold Brown that the tos Angelos Decomposed Grsnite ·Co., a corpora

tion of which H. H. Wheeler is· ~lso pre3ident, could install the 

pipe line to her property tor le$s, and a figure or ~230 was.agreed 
'. upon. On October 10.. 1947 .. W.rs. Harold Brown 'Paid to H. E. rJheeler., 

by cheek, the sum or ~236(2) • 

There 13 no sucstant1o.1 evidence to show thc.t :,!r::;. !larold 

Brown entered into a contract wi th the Los J..ngelez Decomposed . 

Granite Co. ~or construetion or th¢ water m~1n extension, for her 

ncco~~t. In view ot the 6-1nch ma1n that was installed, Which is 

ocv:i.ously tar in excess of the size of: ma1n wh1ch would be nece~

snry to serve :11r3. Brown's pro,erty, 1t appears that, the ixutlllla:

t10n wes made by, or for, the Park W~ter Company. 

12) The record is not clear whether this was the original ,aymo:l.t. 
H. H. ~Jheeler testified t~t a. prom1ssory note 1n the sum. c.: 
:~2.30 had been g1 Yen to hi:n 'by Mrs. H3rold Brown in A,r11, 1947, 
Done. that the .;~236 check was in payment of said note ,. plus' 
interost.. Mr3. Brown did not remember any loan transa.ct1,on. 
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Although the record is not clear concerning the retund 

or the payment made by Mrs. Harold Brown to H.H. 'v~heeler"Vle are 

of the opinion and find" upon all the eVidence of record,. that the 
• water main extens10n was COn3tructed by the Park Water Company or 

tor the Park Water- Company by the Los' Angeles Docomposed Granite 

Co. and that, thorefore, the payment ot ~236 is re!undnble to Mrs. 

Hnrold BrO\Ton pursuant to the Rules and Regulat10ns or said .P~rk 

Water Company, on tile with this Comm1$sion. The amount advanced 

oy the consumer in this ir~tonceis immaterial as it was the respon

$ibi11tyof the water' companrto, require that the proper' amount be 

deposited before a water main is extended. 

The evidence in this r.>rocoeding indicates tb.~t Farlt Water 

COI:lpany, a corporation, through its president, H. H. Wheeler, 

attempted to circ'WIlv'ent 'the provisions of its Rates, Rules and Regu

la t1ons, particularly its' Rule 1:0. 19, 'by ha. ving the wa tor main 

extonsion constructed by an affiliated and mutually controlled com-

~any, the Los Angeles Decomposed Granite Co., of which H. H. ~~eeler 

in also the pres1dent. The complainant cannot be deprived ot her 

refund benefit3'by such means. 

The park Water Compa.ny and its preSident, H. H.'Wheeler, 

and each or them" are admon1shed not to negot1ate or deal with,. 

di:rectlj" or indirectly, ony prospective new cons"'mlers for the exten

sion c~t its wster mains, except as provided in its effective Rates, 

Rule= and Regulations. 

Having tully cons1dered the evidence or record" we rind 

tiult the water main extension" \"lhich was 1nstalledto applicant's 

property, was 1nstalled by tho ?ark Water Company, or for sa.~d com--. 
pany" 'by the Los A:ngeles Decom,osed Granite Co.; and tfl..at the sum 
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Case 517$ ~ J 

of .)2.36, paid by Mrs. Harold Brown to H~ H. Wheeler, is re!u.."lda"clo 

in accordance with the established and effective Rules and Reguln

tions of said Park Wator Company. 

o R D E R ....... - _ ..... 

Hearing in thesbove-entitled matter hav1ng b~en held, 

the Commission being fully advised in the premises, and good cause 

appearing, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That Park Water Company ce, nnd it hereby i~, orderod to 

refund the S\U'!l or ;~2.36 to Mrs. Harold Brown, or 8631 East Gardendale 

street, Los Angeles County, 1n o.ccordance ,with Park ~vater Corl'lpany's 

Rule. and Regulation No- 19, porta1n1ng to Water Ma1n Extensions. 

The effective date of .th.is order shall be twenty (20) 


