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Decision No. ALIS6

In the Matter of the Investigation, on . )
the Commission's own motlon, into the )
number of brakemen that should be en- ) .
ployed by railroad corporations on their ) Case No. 4988
trains operating within this State as are)
necessary to promote the safety of the )
enployees of such railroad corporations, )
their passengers, and the public. )

C. E. Goeble, State Legislative Representative, Order of
Railway Conductors; Clifton Tildebrand, for Transportation Brother-.
nood, Brotherhood of Railroad Traimmen, Order of Railway Conductors,
Brotherhood of Locomotive Enginecrs, Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire-
men and Enginemen, and Order of Raillroad Telegraphers; George V.
3allard, Chairman, California Legislative Board, Brotherhood of
Railroad Trainmen, for, A. W. Harris, General Chairmen, Western
Pacific Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen; Frank G. Pellett, State
Representative, for Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen; W, W. Stevens,
State Legislative Representative, for Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers; G. F. Trvine, State Legislative Repreosentative, Drother-
hood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen; J, 3. Cardwell, Chalirman, -
California State Legislative Committee, 0rder of Rallway. Conductors;
Harvey MeKee, for V. W. Stevens for Zrotherhood of Locomotive
Zngineers; Wills & MceCarthy, by Pat MeCarthv, for Brotherhoods;

—

C. ®. Whitman, for Brotherhood of Locomotive Fircmen and IEnginemen;
J._ . Graham, General Chairmen for Brothernood of Railroad Trainmen;
H._#. Browm, Vice General Chalrman, Order of Railway Conductors;

W, 0. Parks, General Chairman, Order of Rajlway Conductors; L. T.
Foley, Gencral Chairman, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen; Clvee FB.
Whitman, General Chairman, Western Pacific Railroad, Brotherhocod of .-
Locoxotive Fircmen and Enginemen; William P, Avery, Statc Legislative
Representative, Switchmen's Union of North Americas '

-

E. P, Bennett, for Union Pacific Rallroad Company; Robert .
Welkex, for The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rallway Company; C. W.
Dooling, for Western Pacific Railroad Company, Tidewater Southern
Railway Company and Sacramento Northern Rallways; R. E. Wedelrind
and H. Burtoen Mason, for Southern Pacific Company, Northwestern
Pacific Railread Company, Visaliz £lectric Railway Company, Holton
Inter-Urban Rellway Company, Sunsct Raillway Company, Petaluma &
Santa Rosa Rallroad Company, S8an Diego and Arlzona Lnstern Ralilway
Company, and Central Californis Traction Company; A. Larsson, for
Arcate & Mad River Railroad; Clair . Maclecod and J,. L. Robpinson, -
for Trono Railway Companys P, N. Myers and Claix W. Macleod, for
MeCloud River Railroad; A. T. Nelson and Cl2ir V. Maeleod, for
California Vestern Railroad Companys Clyde F. Brown and Clajr W.
Maecleod, for San Tranciseo and Napa Valley Rallroad; C. V. Cormell
ond R. B. Wedekind, for Pacific Eleetrice Rallway Companys; Lester T
Davis, State Assemblyman, George Miller, Jr., Member of State
Legislaturc, Chris J. Jespersen, Momber of Statc Senate, and
Robert L. Condon, Mcmber of state Legislaturcs; J. T. Pholps, Sor
Operations-cafety Division, Public Utilitics Commissioen.
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On January 30, 1950, at Los Angeles, California, public
nearings were held in this matter before Commissionexr Potter and’
Sxariher Syphers. At that time testimony was presented relating'
to the lines of the Union Pacific Rallroad Company in California.
Hearings previously have been held in connnction with the Wésﬁern.
Pacific Rallroad and this Commi,,iOﬁ has sued Dec1 ion No. 43373,
dated October %, 1949, as a result of'those hearings. Inasmuch as
thls 15 a continuing proceceding and in confornity with the ncjicy
announced at the prior nearinﬂs, the evidence therein adduccd
wnich is relevant to the instant matter, will be considered in

reaching a decision concerning the lines of the Union Pacific

Railroad Company.

The causes giving rise %o these'proccedinés and the nature
and extent of this Commission's juriydictxon in *his conncction

were set out in Decision No. 43373, supra.

A mexber of the stafl of the Cperations-Safety Division
of this Commission testified that this Division’had‘conducted a
field survey of all of. the lines of the’Uhion Pacific Railioad
Compony in California. During this survey, which.was condﬁcted
between May 10 and May 23, 1949, members of the staff rode on 50
freight trains making observations and inspéctions as‘tb_the
conditions existing, with particular reference o the'number‘of
brakemern "necessary to promote the safety of 4its (Undion Paeific
Railroad Company's) employees,  passengers, and the'pﬁblié;“;as set

out in Section 6902.5 of the Labor Code of the State of Californis.

As 2 résult of these investigations, the staff had

Tormulated certain recommendations which were presented by the
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witness., These récommendations generally were divided into two
those relating to local freignx °orvicc, and these -
-relatinz to through frcioht trains.

As to local freight service, it was the Qpiniénvof the
Staff that 4t i not necessary to require the employment of |
additional brakemen on local freight trains at this fime, Inasmuch
s they found in ﬁhc survey that three brakemen are assigncd to
those loeal freight trains where the nature of the operationc

indicates a nced for & third drokeman.

As to through freight'trains, it was rccommended that

tac Unlon Pacific Railroad Company cmpidy three brelemon on through
froight trains between Sah Bernardine and Vietorville and also

stween Kelso and Cima. It was also recommended that at Barstow
garing the process of picking up and setting out, uhrough froight
train ‘crews consisting of not more than a conductor and two brakemen
be not permitted to handle more than 30 carS‘ih any one cut to
or from thelr trains, with the oxeception that éars.alrcady on the
tracks may_bc coupled with such cuts of ¢ars 2nd moved in cither
dircdtion during the course of pick ups and sot outs. It was the
opinion of the witness for the Operations-Safety Divigion of thc
Commission's staff that the recommendations submitted wcrc ncccsuary
to promote sa:ctj of the rallroad's cmnloycc,, its p“,, |
the public and further that the carrying out of these recommendations

would not result in feather-bedding.

Exhibit No. 1 15 2 blue print showing o profile and
nlignment map of the Union Pacific Railroad Company in California.
On thic exhibit there is marked in red those portions of the lines
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wherein it 4s recommended that d third-brakcman 15 necessary to
promote safety of operations. Exhibiﬁ_No. 2 15 A time tablp-for
the Californic Division of Union Pacific Railroad COmpany‘;nd |
Exhibit No. 3 1s o doctment entitled. "Spocfal Rules" relating to
this company. The‘rccommeﬁdations‘of the Commission}s staflf were
embodied in Exhibit No. k., |

A special reprosentative of the Viee Presidont of ‘
Operations of the Union Pacific Railroad Company testiffed that the
company was agreeanle at.this time %o any order which followed
the recommendations of tho‘Opcrations-Safcty Division. He further
stated that he did not’concedcfth@t any more. than two brakemph |
are required on through freilzht trains on the lines of fhc-Union
Pacific Railroed Company in order to promote safety. This witness
requested on bohqlf of the rallroad company that, if.an order ‘
conforming to thc recommendations made by the Commission's staff
be issuced in this matter, such order be made effective upén five

days from the issuance thereof.

Representatives of the Order of Railwdy Conductors and
of the Brotherncod of Raillroad Trainmen cach concurred in the

Operations-Safety Division's recommendations.

After a cargfui consideration of all of the evidence
presented ia this matter and having in mind the principles
previously cnuncisted in Deeision No. 43373, supra, wé find that
safe opcratioﬁs 25 defined in Sgction 6902.5 of the Labpr‘Codc
of Californiz reguire a train crew consistiné of 2 cohductor‘and
thrce,brakcmcn on cach of tic thfough frcigh® trains hérctoforc

set out in the rccommendations of the Commission's starf. We

e
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further fino upon this record that the promotion of safety does
not require the employment of additional “rakemen on local frc;ght
trains at this time beyond the current practices of the oompanyiv
and that the forogoing requirenonts os to 2 third brakeman will

not recult 4n feather-bed practices.

A procceding having boon instituted upon the Commission’s‘
own moticon, public heorings having been hold, and %ho commission |
being fully advised in the premises and hereby finding that the
promotion of the aoocty of rﬁilroﬂd omployooo, pwsaongorslond tho
pudblic 50 require,

IT 1S ORDERED: | |

(1) That the Union Pacific Railroad Company, on thosc
portions of its lines between the points hereinafter designated,
shall not permit to be run on any part of the main tracks or
branch lines any through freight train on which there is not
erployed ot least one conductor ~nd throc brakemen:.

2. Between San Bernmardino ~nd Victorvillo. |

D. Between Kelso and Cima.

(2) That the Undon Pacific Railroad Compony shali'not _
permit through freight train crows consisting of not more than a
conductor and two brakemen fo handle more than 30 carsvin any one
eut to and from their trains at Barstow during <ze procc,. ofj
picking up and setting out ears, oxcept that cars already on the
trncks max be coupiod with such cuts of ears and movod:in ¢ither

direction during the course of such pick ups and sct outs.
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The offective date of this order shall be i‘ive (%) day.,

aftcr the date hercof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 2 - day
xittr / , 1950. |
~ ,

COIVKVIISS IO'N“RS ~

.-, "

Com::Iss;.o:er _,_.“.,_ "bdih"g-"' B
R0coasarily absozt, d'd zot particitate.

Axn 'tno disposit.on of th.‘.... procaod:ng.




