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BEFCRE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

- ALFRED F, ANTONI, an individual doing )

business as ANTONT TRUCK LINES, for a )

certificate of public convenlence and ) Application No. 30409
necessity to operate a highway common )

carrier truck service between all )

points on its lines and certain points)

in Lake County.

James E. Busch and Burt V. Busch fcr°applicant.

W, A, Gregory, for Southern Pacifrc Company, Pacific
Motor Trucking Company, Northwestern Pacific
Railroad Company Railway Express Agency, and
A. M, Akins, protestants.

Douglas Brookman, for Pacific Greyhound Lines, pro=-
testant.

The applicént, Alfred F. Antoni, operating as Antoni

Truck Lines, 'was granted a certificate of public convenience and
necessity authorizing highway common carrier service between San
Francisco, South San Francisce, Richmond, EL Cerrito, Albany,
Berkeley, Emeryville, Alameda, Oakland and San Leandro, on the
one hand, and, on the other hand, all points north of Healdsburg
to and including Laytonville and Including also Talmage and Red-
wood Valley, and between all such points north of Healdsbé%;.
More briefly expressed, his operating authority extends between
San Francisco, South San Froneiseo and elght East Bay points north
of Healdsburg to and including Laytonville, over U. S. Highway
101 between San rFrancisco and Laytonville. |

(1) Dgﬁ%51on No. 41348, on Appllcation No. 27332, dated March 23,
1




The instant aprlication seeks an enlargement of the
present operating righ% ?y the inclusion of points adjacent to
: 2
Clear Lake in Lake County.

Public hearings were held by Examiner Gannon in Lakeport

on October 6 and 31, 1949, and the matter was submitted on briefs,

Applicant has terminal facilities at Ukiah and San

Francisco and testificd that he had sufficient equipment to handle

the proposed operation should a certificate be granted him. He has
been engaged in the motor truck transportation business for fifteen
years, part of the time as a contract carrier and for approximately
two years as a certificated carrier. He testified that he could,
and would, supply an overnight service between San Francisco and
Clear lLake points. Shipments destined for Lake County would-be
picked up at San Franciséo and loaded into a van going to Léke
County. The vans are taken to Ukiah and there coupléd to other
tractors which haul the loaded vans to their destination with only
the one'handling and ‘without transfer of their contents. The pro-
posed time schedule on such operation is as follows:
Lv. San Francisco p.0. Ar. Lakeport 9:30 a.m,
Ar. Ukiah 12 M
Lv. Ukiah a.n, Ar. Clear Lake Highlands 12:30 p.m.
Ar. Blue lake a.nm, Ar. Clear Lake Oaks 2 p.o.
Ar. Upper Lake 8:20 a.m. Ar. Nice 3 p.m.,
Applicant called sixteen public'witnesses who teétified

generally as to the present service on shipments from San Mrancisco

(2) The points proposed to be served include Blue Lake, Upper
Lake, Lakeport, Finley, Kelseyville, Lower Lake, clear Lake
Highdands, Clear Lake Oaks, Lucerne, Nice and all points
intermediate therecto. :
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to Loke County points. They dealt in a variety of commodities 1=
cluding tirés, batteries, auto parts, hardware, appliances, furniture
and bullding suppllies. Their testimony was wniformly to the effect
that the scrvice of Pacific Motor Trucking was generally slow and
unsatisfaétory, requiring on an average of from two to five days.
The Division Traffic Manager of Xraft Foods Compaﬁy tcstificd that
his concern shipped approximately 4,000 pounds of food stuffs per
month into Lake County points via Antoni's lime, with whom they .
havé a contract. For a while they shipped via Pacific Motor |
Trucking which proved to be unsatisfactory, the time in transit

averaging three or four days. Kraft also utilized the service 6f

Hood Trucking Company whigg)was adequaté whilc it.lastéd, but Hood

went out of business in 1948 and many of his shippers were forced
to avall themselves of other carriers, principally Pacific Motor
Trucking which at the time, the witnesses testified, was not

fulfilling its obligations to the public.

The Transnort“tion Superintendent of Purity Stores

testificd that his company shipped approximately 50,000 to 60 4000

nounds Of fOOd.Sfuff pey week from San Franciseo to. Lakeport and
Lower Lake. Antoni's scrvice was complctely.satisfactory, anc they

do not usc Pacifie Motor Trueking at all.

The testimony of other applicant witnosses was of a like

character. Slowness of shipments in transit, failure to render

ovornight scrvicc, loss of business as a result of inability to

(3) We will have occasion to advert to the opcration of Hood
Trucking Company further on in this decision.
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render more expeditious service, damage to shipments en route
were some of the complaints lodged against Pacific Motor Trucking

service.

Protestant's case was bullt around the testimony of
approximately twenty public witnesses; together with service state-
ments of competing carriers. The application was most actively
protested by Pacific Motor Trucking. Other protestants of record
were Southern Pacific Company, Northwestern Pacifie Railroad, A. M.

Akins, Pacific Greyhound Lines and Railway Express Company. Pacific
Motor Trucking contends that shippers have been receiving excellent
gervice between the points inveolved in this proceeding, that éuch
service is overnight, that no additional service 1s required, that
the character of business in Lake County is scasonal, that the
applicant is not fit, willing or able to conduct the proposecd
operation if authorized and that the efficiency of the existing
carriers would be impaired by the granting of the applicatidn.
Cross-cxamination éf applicant witnesses failed to shake their
testinmony in its essential featurces. Several witnosscs'stafqd
that loss and damage claims were frequent and that their payment
was unduely delayed. Pacific Motor Trucking prqduced operating
witnesses who testified that most of the claims werc settled in
from 20 to 36 days. Oﬁher operating witnesses tostified rcgarding‘
cost studles they had‘madc.

Pdcific Motor Trucking scrvice from San Fronciseco to

Loke County points 1s deseribed in that protestant's Exhibit Nd._?

as follows: Freight is picked up daily in San Francisco andlloadad

into boxes which are sorted out for store delivery. These boxes




A.30409 - JD

arc loaded onto Pacific Motor Trucking cquipment and taken tq San
Rafaecl. The last P#cific Motoxr Trucking shipment which handles
Loke County freight lecaves the San Francisco depot 2t 6:05 p.m. -
daily. Thesce boxes of freight are loaded in box cars“at San Rafacl
~and placed on o Northwestern Pacific train leaving San Rafacl )
that night at 8 p.m. This arrives at Uklah at 12:16 o.nm. the next
mor%ing where the Ukiah car 1s set out and loaded into Pacific
Motor Trucking trucks, leaving Ukiah at 7:30 a.m. daily for Clear
Lake points. At 8 a.m, a driver with a tractor leaves Finley and
picks up the freight brought from Ukiah. The driver plcks up the
traller loaded with Lake County traffic and returns to LakdportA

where he commencges deliveries.

A serviee statemont was offered by pfotestants indicating

that Akins operates between Callstoga, on the one hand, and Lower
Lake, Clear Laké Highlands oand Clear Lake Oaks, on the other hand,
three times per week, other days of the week‘the service being

"on eall'. A shipment leaving Calistoga at 3 p.m. would arrive
at Lower Lake at 2 p;m. the following day. The service of Akins
was characterized by onc witness as "not very good", and as 'very
poor" by another. - Shipments offcred on'a Saturday will not be
picked up until Monday. Still another stotement was offered by
Southern Pacific, Northwestern Pacific, Pacific Greyhound Idnes
and Railway Express Agency showing service of those carriers
between the San Francisco arca and Leake County points, the purpose .

presumably being to show the frequency, adequacy and cost of such

service.

Reference has been made above to the Hood Trueking Company

as it might affect the application with which we are here concerned;
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For this reason we deem it advisable to consider briefly the

essential facts in conneetion therewitn,

Hood Trucking Company, o corporation, filed an appli-
cation on April 15, 1946, for authority to transport genecral
commoditics between San Franeisco, South San Franciséo, Oakland,
Alameda, Emeryville, Albany, Berkeley, EL Cerrito and Richmond,
on the onc'hand, ond Blue Lake and Middletown and all points inter-
mediate thereto, located aleng California State Highways 80, 29
and 53, including some ten points located around Clear Lake, on

the other hand.

Extended hearings consuming six days were held at Lakew
gort. The application was vigorously protested by Northwestern -
Pacific Railroad, Pacific Motor Trucking, Southern Pacific Company,

Resort Freight Lines and A. M. Akins. With the oxception of

Resort Freight Lines, all of these carricrs appear as protestants

in the instoant application.

In support of the authority sought, approximately 50 .
witnesses testified, represcenting merchants, builders, contractors,
plumbing supply dealers and others., They expressed the necd for o
more rapid service and stated that the time consumed in transit by
existing carriers was from one day to onc week. Turther than that,
there were numerous complaints expresscd by shippers of loss and
damage to shipments. Some of the witnesscs had been using the
Antoni scrvice on a contract basls. Many expressed preforence for
a single through truck serviece, from origin to dcstination,,without
transfer cn routc. Opcrating witnesses testificd thot, at Ukiah,
traffic destined to Lake County points is transferred to Paéific

Motor ITrucking for first morning delivery to Leke County points.
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Approximately 26 public witnesses testifiod regarding
service recceived by them at peints on the Lake through the

facilitics of Pacific Moter Trucking and its connecting carriors.

The record showed that a considerabdble portion of the

shipments by existing carriors required more than two days! timé

in transit.

Based upon the foregoing facts, which were amply supportéd
in‘ﬁhc record, the Commission found that the showing madeaby appli-
ant Hoed was sufficicnt to justify the granting of a certificdte

as prayed for, and that the cstabllishment of Hood's proposed
service would not materially affeet the business of existing
carricrs. The decision became effective April 20, 1947. Petition
for rehearing was denied. Subsequently, the Commission was
advised that Hood had abandoncd 2all service without authority of
the Commission. Accordingly, the operative right, granted by
Decision Ne. 40103, was revelted and tariffs cancelled and annulled
(Deedsion No. 4202Y4), |

We havé dwelt at some length on the Hood case because
of the close analogy which it presents to the Antoni application,
For some reason which is not disclosed by the record, Hood, whose
service started out auspiclously, chose to abandon that service.
The Commission having sanctioned the Hood operations on the basis
of a voluminous record, cannot now consistently declare that the
need for the service expired with the default of the owmer and"
operator of the service. The record ¢learly establishes that the
nccessity for thc type of service offercd by Hood still exists,

It is probably truc that Pacific Motor Trucking service ihprovcd
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somewhat during the 21 months that Hood was in dbusiness, but such
improvement was not sufficiont to offset the conplaints. The
method of handling éhe shiprents has not materially changed/and
overnight service is not a regular establishedlpracticc. ‘It is
clear from a review of the rccord herein that under applicant's .
proposal receivers of freight at Lalke County points would ha&c
most of their shipments delivered the following day, and that loss

and damage claims would be materially reduced.

We find from the cvidence of record in this procceding
that o definite demand exists for the service proposéd; that the
-applicant is fully capable of rendering such service, with respect
both to his expericnce and financial ability; that the testimony
of shipper-witnesscs strongly supports the application. As a result
of theso conclusions the application will be granted.

Application as above entitled having-becn £iled, puﬁlic
hearing having been held thereon, the matter having boen submitted,
the Commission being fully advised and hercby finding that public
convendence and necessity so require,

IT IS ORDERED: ‘

(1) Thht a certificate of public convenicnce anﬁ'
necessity is hereby granted to Alfred F. Antoni, authorizing the
cstablishment and operation of scrvice as a highway common carricr,
as defined in Section 2-3/k of the Pwblic Utilities Act, for the
- transportation of property between all points served by applicant's

present certificate, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the

following points in Lake'County: Blue Lake, Upper Lake, Lakeport,
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Finley, Kelscyville, Lower Lalke, Clear Lalke Highlunds, Cloar Lake
Oaks, Lucerne, Nilce, and all points intermediate thereto, as an '
extension and cnlargement of its existing operative rights, _

(2) That in providing scrviee pursuant to the certificate.
herein granted, there shall be compliance with the following |
service regulations:

2. Within thirty (30) days after the effective date
hercof, applicant shall file a written acceptance
of thc cortificate hercin granted. .

Within sixty (60) days after the effective date
hereof, and upon not less than five (5) days'! notice
to the Commission and the public, applicant shall
establish the scervice herein authorized and comply
vith the provisions of General Order No., 80 and

Part IV of Gencral Order No. 93-A by filing, in
triplicate, and concurrently making effective,
tariffs ané time schedulos satlsfactory to the
Commission.

Subjeet to the authority of thls Commission to
change or modify such at any time, applicant shall
conduct operation over and along %he'following
routes:

Over State Highway No. 20 between its Junction
point south of Calpella and U, S. Highway No.
101 and Upper Lake.

Ovor State Highway No. 29 between Upper Loke
and Kelscyville.

Over State Highway No. 29 and unnumbered County
Highway and State Highway No. 53 betwcon Kelseyville
and the Junction of State Highway No. 53 and State
Highway MNo. 20.
Over State Highway No. 20 betwean the junction of
State Highway No. 53 and State Highway No. 20 and
Upper Lake.

The cffective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days after the date hercof.

Dated at Sz.n Francisco, California, this /f\di day

of WM y 1950,
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