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Deci sion No. __ '.;;;:?!:;,;;39' ;;;::;;.;.3:;,.4,;:;., _ 

BEFORE TEE PuBLIC UTILITIES co~n~ISSION Or' THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~tter of the Application of ) 
, ALrnED F. ANTONI, an individual doing ) 
business as Al~ONI TRUCK LID~S, for a ) 
certificate of public convenience and ) 
necessity to operate a highway common) 
carrier truck service between all ) 
points on its lines and certain points) 
in Lake CO\Ulty. ) 

Application No. 30~9 

... ~. .. ~" 
James E. Bysch and Burt ,'Itt., B\''tSClh,~' fOT eapplicant. 
W. A. Gregorx, for Southern Pac1fic Company, Pac1fic 

Motor Trucking Company, Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad Company? Rail1jlay Express Agency, and 
A. M. Akins, pro~estants. 

Douglas Brookman, for Pac1fic Greyhound Lines, pro
testant. 

o PIN ION 
'-'III~ ..... _ ..... ~_ 

The applicant, Alfred F. Antoni, operating as Antoni 

Truck lines, -"'a.s granted a certificate of p'l.lb11c convenience a,nd 

necessity author1z1ng highway common carrier service between San 

Francisco, South San Francisco, Richmond, El, Cerrito, Albany, 

Berkeley, Emeryville, Alameda, Oakland and San Leandro, on the 

one hand, and, on the other hand, all points north of Healdsburg 

to and 1ncluding Laytonville and including also Talmage and Red-
.. (1) 

wood Valley, arid between all such points north of Healdsburg. 

More briefly expressed, his operating authority extends between 

San Francisco, South San Fr:lncis,co and eight East Bay pOints north 

of Healdsburg to and including Laytonville, over U. S. Highway 

101 bet'vleen San Francisco tl.nd Laytonville. 

(1) DeciSion No. 413~8, on Application No. 27332, dated ~\rch23, 
1948. 
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The instant application seeks an enlargement of the 

present operating right by the inclusion of pOints adjacent to 
(2) 

Clear Lake in Lake County .• 

Public hearings were held by Examiner Gannon in Lakeport 

on October 6 and 31, 1949, and the matter was submitted on briefs. 

Applicant has terminal facilities at Ukiah and San 

Francisco and testified that he had sufficient equipment to handle 

the proposed operation should a certificate be granted him. He has 

been engaged in the motor truck trans·portation business· for fifteen 

years, part of the time as a contract carrier and for approximately 

two years as a certificated carrier. He testified that he could, 

and would, supply an overnight service bet,.,een San Francisco rlnd 

Clear Lake pOints. Shipments destined for Lake County would be 

picked up at San Francisco and loaded into a van going to Lake 
. 

County. The vans are taken to Ukiah and there coupled to other 

tractors which haul the loo.ded vans to their destination with only 

the one handling and ·,.,i thout trllnsfer of their contents. The pro

posed time schedule on such operation is as follows: 

Lv. San Francisco 7 p.m. Ax. Lakeport 9:30 a..m. 
Ax. Ukiah 12 M 
Lv. Ukiah 7 a.o. Ar. Clea.r I.o.ke Highlands 12:30 p.m. 
Ar. Blue Lake 8 a.m. Ax. Clear Lo.ke Oaks 2 p.m'. 
Ar. Upper Lake 8:20 a.m. Ar. Nice 3 p •. m. 

Applicant called zixteen public witnesses who testified 

generally as to the present servico on Shipments from San Francisco 

(2) The points proposed to be served include Blue Lake
i 

Upper 
Lake, Lakeport, Finley, Kelseyville, Lower Lake, C ear Lake 
High:l:ands, Clear Lake Oaks, Lucerne, Nice ~nd all points 
intermediate thereto. 
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to L~ko County pOints. They dealt in a variety of commodities in

cluding tire~, batteries, auto pnrts, hardware, appliances, furni~ 

and building supplies. Thoir testimony W3S uniformly to the effect 

that the service of Pacific Motor Trucking was generally slow and 

unsa tisfo.ctory, requir1ng on o.n o.verage of from t\>10 to f1 ve days. 

The D1visionTrafric Man~gcr of r~aft Foods Compcny test1fied that 

his concern shipped approximately 4,000 pounds of food stutfs pcr' 

month into Lake County pOints vio. Antoni1s line, With whom they, 

have a contract. For a while they shipped via Pacific Motor 

Trucking which proved to be unsatisfactory, the time in transit 

~ver~ging three or tour days. Kraft aiso utilized the service of 

Hood Trucking Company which ~s adequate while it l~sted, but Hood 
, (3) , 

went out of business in 1948 and many of his sh1ppers were forced 

to D.va11 themselves of other carriers, principally Pacific ~1otor . 
Trucking which at the time, the witnesses testified, ~s not, 

fulfilling its ob11g~t1ons to the pub11~. 

The Transportation Superintendent of Pur"1ty Storos 

testified that his compnny shipped approximately 50,000 to 60,000 

pounds o£ £ooa stU£~ ~cr w~ck fro~ ~an Pr~ncisco to·L~koport ana 

LO'lI'cr Icl-to. Antonl t S service "ms completely So.tisr~ctory, and they 

do not usc P~ei~1e' Motor Trueking at ~~~. 

Tho testimony of other ~pp11cnnt witnosses w~s of ~ like 

c~racter. Slowness or $hi~mcnts in tranSit, f~ilurc to render 

ov~rnieht sorvico, loss of business as n result of innbility to 

(3) We will have occaSion to advert to the operation of Hood 
Trucking Comp~ny turtheron in this deCision. . 
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render more expeditious serVice, d~m~ge to sh1~ments en route 

wore some of the compl~1nts lodged ~ga1nst Pacific ~1otor Trucking 

service .. 

Protcsto.nt ts cc.se ,.,o.s bu.ilt ~ .. round the testimony of 

approxiro~tcly twenty public witnesses, together With service state

ments of competing c~rricrs. The ~pp11co.t1on w~s most ~ctivoly· 

protested by Pacific .Motor Trucking. Other protestants'of record 

were Southern Pacific Comp~y, Northwestern Pacific Railroad, A. M. 

Akins, ·Po.cific Greyhound Lincs nnd Ro.ilway Express Company. Pc.e1:f'1e 

Motor Trucking contends thr.t shippers ho.vc been receiving excellent 

serVice between the points involved i~ this proceoding, tha.t such 

service is overnight, thnt no ~ddition~l service is required, tha.t 

the cho.racter of business in Lnke County is seasono.l, that the 

applicant is not fit, willing or a.ble to conduct tho proposed 

opel"Cl.tion if authorized ~nd tMt the efficiency of the ex1st~llg 

carrie~s would be 1mpo.ired by the gr~nt1ng of the o.pplico.tion. 

Cross-examination of o.pplico.nt witnesses failed to shake thoir 

testimony in its essonti~l f'c:'.turcs. Sov()r~l witnesses stO;ted 

thnt loss ~nd do.m.:lgc clnims were frequent ~nd thc.t their p~ymcnt 

wns u.~duly dol~yed. P~citic Motor Trucking produced oper~t1ng 

witnesses who testified that most of the cl~ims were settlod in 

fro~ 20 to 30 do.ys. Other opor~ting witnesses testified rcgo.rd1ng 

cost studies they ~d m~dc. 

P~c1fic Motor Trucking service from S~n'Fr~nc1sco to . 

L:-.ke County pOints is described in tho.t protestf!nt's Exhibit No.9 

~s follows: Freight is picked up d~ilY' in Scm FranCisco .:lnd loo.dod 

into boxes which 0.1"0 sorted out for store dolivcry. These boxes 
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:lrc lOCl,dod onto P:tcif'ic }1otor Tru.cl~1ng equipment and taken to Snn 

Ro.f'o.el. The last PC'-ci1'1c Motor Trucl~ing shipmentwhi,ch ha.ndles . 

L~~e County freight leo.ves the Sun Fro.ncisco depot ~t 6:0, p.m. 

daily. These boxes of freight are lo~dod in box co.rs o.t So.n Ro.f'aol 

and plo.ced on ~ Northwestern Po.cific tr~in leo.ving S~ Rafael 

t~t night ~t 8 p.m. This ~rr1ves o.t mcio.h o.t 12:16 o..m. the next 

morning where the Ukiah ccr is set out and londed into Pacific 

Hotor Trucking trucl~s, lcO-v1ng Ukiah ~t 7:30 Cl.m. daily for Clea.r 

LClko points. At 8 ~.m~ 0. driver i'lith 0. tractor leO-vos Finley and 

picks up the freight brought from Ulciah. The driver picks up the 

trailer lo.:\ded 'tofi th Lclte County tro.f'1'ic Clnd returns to L.1.kcport 

where he commences deliveries. 

A service statement w~s offered by protestants indiccting 

that Akins opcrO-tcs between Calistoga, on the one hand, and Lower 

L~c, Clear ~kc Highlands ~nd Cle~~ truce O~ks, on. the other hnnd, 

three times per week" other d~Y's of tho wcelc the serVice being 

lion cc.ll". A shipment le,~vine Cnlistogo. o.t 3 p.tl. would nrrive 

:lot Lower to.ke ilt 2 p.m. the fol10't'Ting do.y. The service of Akins 

"vTo.S c~:rClcterized by ono ",1,tncss 0.8 "not very good", Clnd as livery 

poor" by tLnother. Shipmcrnts offered on'o. Saturdo.Y' "'ill not be 

picked up until ,Mondo.y. Still o.noth~r st~toment w~s offerod by 

Southern Po.c1f1c, Northv;estern P:\,c1fic, P':!'ci1'1c Greyhound I.:tncs 

~nci R.:'!-il't-r.lY Express Agcney sho'V!1ng service of those c~.rr1ers 

between the S~n Pr~nc1sco ~rc~ ~nd Lckc County pOints, the purpose. 

presUJn='.bly being to show the frequency, adequc.cy o.nd cost of such 

serv1cc. 

Rcference ho.s been mo.dc o.bovc to the Hood Trucking Compnny 

::l.S it might o.ffect the c.pplico.t101'1 with which we axe here concerned. 
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For this rccson we deem it udvis~blc to consider briefly the 

cssontinl f~cts in connection therewith. 

Hood Trucking Comp~ny, ~ corpor~t1on, filed an ~pp11- . 

c~t1on on April 1;, 191+6, for c..utl'lor1ty to tr::.nspor-t gcncrnl 

commodities between Snn Fr~ncisco, South San Fr~ncisco, Oakl~nd, 

Al~mcda, Emeryville, Albany, Berkeley, El Cerrito nnd Richmond, 
. 

on the one h~nd, ~nd Blue ~ke ~nd Middletown ~nd ~ll points 1ntcr-

medi:-.te thereto, loc~ted ::.long Calii'ornia. St~te :righ"T~Ys 80, 29 

nnd 5'3, including some ten pOints loco-ted o.round Clc~.r Loke, on 

the oth.er h::md. 

Extended heZ\rings consuming six d~ys "Tere held o.t L.. .... ke .. 

port. The ~pplico.tion i'm .. s vigorously protested by North,,,estern 

Pacii'ic Rnilrond, P~cii'ic Motor Trucl{ing, Southern Pacific Comp~ny, 

Resort Freight Lines o.nd A. H. Akins. H1th the exception of 

Resort Freight Lines, all of these c~rricrs appear o.s protost~nts 

il;' the inst~nt o.pplic~t1on. 

In support of the o.uthori t~r sought, approx1mo. tely 50 

iVot tncsses testified, representing mercho.nts, builders, contr~ctors, 

plumbing supply deo.lers ~nd others. They expressed the need for n 

!!lore rop1d service :'.nd st~ted that the time consumed in tro.nsit by 

existing carriers woos fr'on one dc.y to one \·/cck. Further thru1 thtLt, 

thoro were numerous compl~ints oxpressed by shippers of loss ~d 

dC'.mr-.ge to shipments. Some of the ",i tncsses ~d been using tho 

Antoni service on ~ contro.ct b~sis. V~ny expressed preference for 

n single through truck service, from origin to destination, ,without 

tr~nsfer en route. O~crating witnesses testified th~t, at mt1~h, 

tr~ffic destined tp L~ke County points is tr~nsferrcd to P~cif1c 

Hotor Trucking for first morning delivery to Iclce County pOints. 
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ApPl'oximo.toly 2~ :public v,i'tncssos testified regarding' 

service received by thom ~t p~1nts on tho Lake through th~ 

rncilitios or p~c1r1c Motor Trucking ~na its conn~ct1ng cArriors. 

Tho record showed t~~t ~ considor~blc portion o~ tho 

shipm<3nts by eXisting co.rrier$ required more tho.n two do.yst time' 

in trc.nsit. 

Based upon the foregoing fo.cts, which were ~mply supported 

in'the record, the Commiss101'l found that tlle showing made by npp11-

c~nt Hood ~s sufficient to justify the granting of 0. certif1cnte 

o.s prnyedfor, ~nd tho.t the csto.b11shmcnt of Hood's proposed 

service would not materially affect the business of existing , 

co.rriers. The decision became effective April 20, 1947. Petition 

for rehearing was denied. SubsequentlY, the Commission wns 

advised trutt Hood had o.bo.ndoned 0.11 service without ttuthority of 

the Commission. Accordingly, thO opor~tivc right, grnnted by 

Decis10n Ne. 40103, was revoked and t~r1ffs co.nccllcd ~nd o.nnullcd 

(Decis1on No. 42024). 

We hnve dwelt at some length on the Hood case bccnuso 

of the close :l.no.logy which it presents to tho Anton1 npp11co.tion. 

For some reason which is not disclosed by the record, Hood, whose 

service st~rted out auspiciously, chose to ~b~ndon th~t servico. 

Th0 0ommission having sanctioned the Hood operntions on the basis 

ot 1l voluminous record, cannot now conSistently dcclc.:rc tht\.t tho 

need for the service expired ~ri th the default or the owner C\nd 

oper.:t tor of the servico. The rocord clearly establishes th!:.t the 

necess1ty for the typo of service offered by Hood still exists. 

It is probC\bly true that Pllcific Motor Trucking service improved 

-7-



• 

somcwh.. ..... t during the 21 months th.l.t Hood WCl.S in busino'ss, but such 

improvement ~~s not sufficient to offset the complaints. The 

mothod of handling the shipments h..1.S n.ot lllD. terially chnngod nnd 

overnight sorvice is not ~ regular est~blishcd pr~cticc •. It is 

c1e~r from n review of the record herein th~t under applicant's 

propos~l receivers of freight at k..lte County pOints ~lould ho.ve 

most of their shipments delivered the following day, o.nd that loss 

~nd d~gc cl~1ms would be mater1~11Y reduced. 

We find from the eVidence of record in this proceeding 

th~t ~ definite dC~1nd exists for the service proposed; thnt the 

.npp1ic~nt is fUlly c~p«ble of rendering such serVice, with respect 

both to his experience :.nd :1:'1mmcic.l c.b111ty; th..".t the .to·st1mony 

of shippcr-\ofitncsscs strongly supports the application. As n result 

of thcso conclusions the app11c~t1on will be gro.nted. 

o R D ER - - ...... -

Applic~tion ns above entitled having boen filed, public' 

hearing hnvjng beon held thereon, tho ~~tter ho.ving boen submitted, 

the Commission being fully ndVisod nnd hereby finding tho.t public 

convenience and necessity so require, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) T~t ~ cortific~tc of public convenience and 

necessity is hereby gr~ntcd to Alfred F. Antoni, ~uthoT1z1ns the 

cst~blishmcnt nnd oper~tion or service 0.5 a h1ghwny common c~rr1cr, 

as defined in Section 2-3/4 of the Public Utilities Act, for tho 

tr~nsportat1on of 'property between all pOints servod by npp11c~nt's 

present certific~tc, on the one hcna, and, on th~ other h~nd, tho 

following points in Like County: Blue ~ke, Upper Lo.ke, Lnkeport, 
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Finley, Kelseyville, Lowor kko, Cleo.r ~l<:c Highl;lnds,' Clo6.r L."\ko . , 

O~ks, Lucerne, race, c.nd 0.11 pOints 1ntermcdio.to thereto, o.s :m 

extension and enlargement of its existing ope r4l:t i ve rights. 

(2) Th.."'.t in providing service pursunnt to tho cortif1c\:Ltc 

heroin grcnted, there sho.ll be compl1o.nce with the following 

service regUlo.t1ons: 

~. \'lithin thirty (30) dnys o.fter the effective d~to 
hereof, c.pplico.nt sho.ll 1'110 0. wri'tten acceptance 
of the ccrtifico.te herein granted. , 

b. Within sixty (60) days o.fter the effective date 
hereof, ~d upon not less th~n five (,) do.ys' notice 
to 'the Commission o.nd the public, npplico.nt sho.l1 
esto.blish the service herein o.uthorized and comply 
~nth the provisions of General Order No. 80 o.nd 
Par't IV of Genero.l Order No. 93-A by filing, in 
tripl1co.te t and concurrently making effective, 
to.rifrs o.ntt time schedules sntisfo.ctory to the 
Commission. 

c. Subjoct to the o.uthority of this Commission to 
chnnge or mod1fy such o.t any time npp11cnnt sho.ll 
conduct opcro.tion over o.nd along the' following 
routes: 

Over State Highwo.y No. 20 between its junction 
point south of C~lpcllo. Clnd U. S. Highwo.y No. 
101 and Upper ~ke. 

Over Sto. te H1ghwo.~r No. 29 between Upper Lake 
o.nd Kelseyville. 

Over Sto.te Highwo.y No. 29 and unnumbered County 
High~y and Sto.te Highwny No. ,3 betweon Kelseyvillo 
o.nd the junction of Sto.te Highway No. 53 and StD.te 
Highwo.y ~ro. 20. . 

Over State High~y No. 20 betweon tho j'UIlction of 
StD.te Highway No. 53 ~nd St~te Highway No. 20 and· 
Upper Lake. 

Tho effective do.tc of this ordor sh~ll be twenty' (20) 

d~ys ~rter the dD.tc horeof. 

of 

~tCd ~~~ Fr~eiseo, Cnlifornia, this 

1?zM~' , 1950. 

dny 

0(~ • • 


