Decision No. 43982

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES ,

Application No. 30890
flagmen at crossings with Union

Pacific Railroad Company - Santa Fe

Avenue at Butte Street and San

Fernando Road at Humboldt Street,

)
)
)
for authority to dlscontinue human )
)
)
|
City of Los Angeles. )

OPINIO

By the asbove~-numbered application Los Angeles Transit
Lines seeks asuthority to discontinue hnman‘rldgmen at the cross-
ing of applicant's tracks with those of Unlon Pacific Railroad
Company at each of the followlng locations in the City of Los
Angeles, California:

(a) Crossing No. 3-1.5-C, Santa Fe Avenue at
Butte Street

(b) Crossing No. 3B-2.12, San Fernando Road
at Humboldt Street

Crossing No. 3-1.5-C, located at Santa Fe Avenue and
Butte Street, is protected by manually operated gates 2L hours
a day and, in addiﬁion, Los Angeles Transit Lines provides
human flagman protection between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and
10:00 p.m. daily. Protection by the manuslly operated gates
will continue uﬁchanged If authorization is granted to dis-

continue the humsn flagman. The cressing involved was originally

established under an agreement dated‘April 1, 1906, bvetween
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Los Angeles Rallway Company, now Los Angeles Transit Lines, ana'

the San Pedro, Los Ang¢les, and Salt Lake Railroad Company, now

Union Pacific Railroad Company, unaer which agreement applicant
was not required to maintain human flagmen. The operation of
thls crossing still continues under said agreement. Applicant
has elected, however, fo maintaln human flagmen for a numbor of
years.

Crossing No. 3B-2.12, located at San Fernando Road
and Humboldt Street, 1s protected by two Standard No. 3 wigwag
signals (General Order Ne. 75-B) and two advance warning signs,
all of which are properly locéted. The crossing was originally
established under an agreement dated February 17, 1904, between
the San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Rallroad Company, now
operated by Unlon Paﬁific Railroad Company, and the Los Angeles
‘Railway Company, now Los Angeles Transit Lines. By the pro-
visions of this azreement, applicant was required to flag its
streetcar movements through the crossing, énd human flagmen
are on duty from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily.

Applicant and Unlon Paclific Rallroad Company have
now entered into tentative agreements, subject to the approval
of this Commission, for the removal of human flagmen at both
of the above crossings. The arrangement at Santa Fe Avenue
and Butte Street (No. 3-1.5-C) is evidenced by a letter dated
Cctober 31, 19L9, from Union Pacific Railroad Company, a copy
of which Is attached to the application and designated Exhibit
"a". The arrangement relstive to the proposed discontinuance
of human rlagmen at San Fernando Road and Humboldt Street

(No. 3B=2,12) is evidenced by a supplementary agreement dated
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November 9, 19L9, between applicant and Union Pacific Raillroad
Company, copy of which is also attached to the application and
‘designated as Exhibit "B".

- Surveys of the two crossings involﬁed indicate that

the existing croscing protection, other than the human flagmen,
is sdequate to secure the safety of the public. It appears that
a public hearing is not necessary asnd that the application should

be granted.

Application having been made in the above-entitled
matter, and the Commission being fully advised in the'premises,

IT IS ORDERED that Los Angeles Transait Lines is hereby
authorized to discontinue the human flagnmen at the crossings of
its tracks with thése of Union Pacific Rallroad Company at the
following locations .in the City of Los Angeles, Callifornia:

(a) Santa Fe Avenue at Butte Street (Crossing
NO. 3'105-0)

(b) Sen Fernando Road at Humboldt Street
(Crossing No. 3B-2.12)

The authority herein granted 1s subject to the follow-
ing conditions:

(1) Applicant shall notify the Commisslion and the
Union Pacific Rallroad Company at least ten

(10) days prior to the date of discontinuance
of the human flagmen.

Prior t¢ passing over elther of the crossings
referred to herein, applicant shall cause each
of 1ts cars to be brought to a full stop at a
point not less than 10 feet nor more than 50
feet from the nearest rail of the crossing,




and while so stopped the operator shall listen
and look in both directions along the track for
any ap»roaching locomotive, traln, or other
vehicle using the ralls, before traversing the
erossing. ‘ '

Applicaht shall take all necessary steps to

Insvure that operating personnel are properly

Instrusved prior to the effective date of

removael of .the human flagmen, and by appropriate

bulletin, or otherwise, notifly them of any op-

erating changes involved.

The Commission reserves the right to make such further
orders in this matter as to it may seem right and proper, and |
to revoke the authority herein granted If public safety should
30 require. | |

The effectlve date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days after the date hereof.
Dated atw Frs s Californis, this X =

day of ;Z%?AWLIIL/’ , 1950.
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in the dlcposlition of tais procoeding.




