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Decision No. 

BEFORE TRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF ':HE STATE· OF CALIFORltrA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
\'!ALTE.1 F. PETERS and !'crRON D. PETEES, ) 
a copartnership, doine business ~c ) 
PETERS TRUCK LINES, for a certificate ) 
to operate a truck service as a lugh- ) 
way comm011 carrier bet\-leen San Fran- ) 
CiSCO

i 
Sa.n Leandro, .'\J.ameda, Oakland, ) 

Berke ey, Albany, El Cerrito, Ric~ond) 
and Sacramento, on the one hand, and ) 
from the ~outhcrn boundary of Castella) 
to Hilt, on the other hand, including ) 
intermediate :point;;. 1;eti'reen Castella ) 
and Hilt on U. S. Highway 99 and the ) 
off route pOints of j,1'ort Jones Etna, ) 
Greenvie\!, and ~1ontaguc, and ali points) 
intermedi~tc thereto. ) 

Application No. 30007 

Marguam c. C~orgc, for applicant. 
S! P. Correia, for Yreka "!estern Railroad Company. 
Frank Loughran, for Yreka \.Testcrn Railroad Company, 

Oregon-)Tevada-Ca11forn1a Past Freigh'/;, Inc., 
Bekins Van Lines, Inc., o.nd Lyon Van and 
Storase Co., protestants. 

~'1, A. Gregory, Jr., William Meinhold, E..,oy. Jerome, for 
Southern Pacific Company and Pacific Motor 
Trucking Company, protestants. 

Jackson W. Kendall, for Eekins Van Lines, protestant. 
~rv1n HFn2J~, for Bekins Van Lines, Inc., and Lyon 

Van Lines, Inc., protest~nts. 

This is an application by Walter F. Peters and ~Jy:ron D. 

Peters, partners, doing business as Peters Truck Lines, tor' a 

certificate ot public convenience and ncce~slty a~thor1zing 

operation as Do h1ghi'ro,y common c~rr1er for the transportation of 

genernl commodities bet\!'cen San Francisco, South San Francisco, 

San Leandro, Oru:l~nd, Berkeley, Al~meda, Piedmont, Emer:rville, 

Alb~ny, El Cerrito, Richmond, San Pablo, Sacramento and North 
.' 

Sacramento, on the one hand, and from the southern boundary ot 

-1-



A.3000? - JD+ 

castella to Hilt, on U. S. Highway 99, and the ott-route points 

0'£ Fort Jones, Etna, Greenview, Montague,Grenada.and:.Edgewood, 
.. c· . • .... \ 

and, all points' intermediate thereto, 'on the other hand, .. / The ,routes 
".---- _,.. ._r" ___ . , .. r'.'''' 

"~" .... 

to be followed are set forth in paragraph VI of the app11cation, 

as amended. 

The original application was filed on January 31, 1949, 

by Fred W. Peters, Walter F. Peters and Myron D. Peters as co~ 

partner~. During the course or the proceedings, Fred W. Peters 

died, and the two remaining partners filed an amendment to the 

application requesting that the name of Fred W. Pej-,rs be deleted 
.. 

~herever it appeared in the original application.' The application 

is, therefore, that of the surviving partners only., 

Hearings \-rere held by Exa.miner Gannon at Ire:ka, Weed, 

Sacramento and San Francisco and the matter was submitted on 

briefs. 

Walter Peters, testifying for the applicants, stated that 

he started in the trucking business in Yreka in 1929. The business 

is now conducted by the two brothers, with Walter Peters acting 

in the capacity or manager. At present the operation is conducted 

under a permit chiefly conf1ned to pOints and routes set forth in 

the application. Terminal facilities presently are maintained at 

Yr~ka, Sacramento and San Francisco. The West Berkeley Express 

performs the pickup and delivery serVice in Oakland and vicinity 

with 1ts ow. equipment. Bonded, Drayin,& SerVice, through a working 

agreement with applicant, performs a similar service in San Fran

cisco. Applicant testified that pick-up and delivery service is 
. 

proposed in the entire Bay Area and Sacramento. He has no equip-

ment in the Bay Area des1gned for that purpose but will rely on, 
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the scr'l,,"icc of those t'\110 cnrriors, both of ,.,hom :'I.re cert1f1c.:>.tcd. 

Exhi bi t B or tho llpplicC>. tion lists the equipment c.vD.ilnble, 1n- . 

cluding three trc.ctors ~nd four trc.ilors. It is plo.nncd to install 

t.. tormin=.l nt }1t. Shc.stn.. Exhibit A sets forth the time schedule" 

which Cl.p:plicc.nt pro,oses to 1'0110\'1 should the o.pplicat.ion be 

er.:.nted.· Overnight service is proposed bet"lecn 0.11 of the pOints 

served. Northbound, npplic~nt "Tould 1ec.ve Sc.n li'rc.ncisco c.t ,:30 

p.m., Oak1c.na. o.t 6:30 p.m., SO-crO-monto tl.t 10 p •. m. c.nd ~rr1vc Ilt 

Yrok=. c.t 9: t:., the i'ollo,·ling morning. Southbound he \'/ould lCllvo 

Yrekc. ~t 4:30 p.m. ~nd arrive o.t S~crllmento c.t 3 c..m., Oakland nt 

7:30 ~.m., c.nd S:1.n Ii'rc.ncisco nt 9:20 the next morning. Tho ofr-' 

route points of Etnn, Fort Jones, Hilt, Mont~guc, Greenview, 

Grcnc.da, c.nd Edgewood ,dl1 be served "on co..l1 " • APplicllnt proposes 

no intcrmedio. te service b~'twecn c.ny pOints south of the southern 

bou.."ldnry of Cc.stelle." At the commencement of the service 1 tis. 

proposed to operate onc picce of cquipccnt ec.chwc.y dn11y. 

At present there is ~v~ilnble for the operc.tion three 

line hnul tr~ctors, four trucks, three vo.n type semi-trailers e.nd 

one flc. t ro.el-c. Under the proposed opere. t101"l there "'ill be t"10 

trucks loct.. ted iri Yreko. to perform picl-c ... up :I.:ld. de 11 very service, 

onc truck :tt ~1t. Sh~stn, Ct.nd one ~t Sucr='..mcl1'Co. Pick-up and 

delivery serVice in the entire ECt.st Bo.y Aro~ ~dll be performed 

,or1 th the oqu1pment of Hest Bcrlwlcy Express ,,,hich is sufficient. 

to te:\ke c.:-.re of the business. In 'Sun Fr~ncisco pick-up e.nd 

doli vor';;" service Will be performed by Bonded Dr:\.~ring Service. 

T~t or1ctly describes the propos~l of ~pp11c:l.ntsfrom ~ operating 

stllndpoint. 
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Applic::mtsc:tllcd (lpp!'ox1m~tely 4, public '\'litnesscs, 

dr<lwn from most of the pOints involved herein, whose testimony 

~ffords n fciirly depend~ble cross-section of the service presently 

rondered by the:: :.ppJ.ic~ntsand tho need for o.ddition"-l sorvice. Tho 

testimony of J~he:;e '\-11 tnesses, t~~en by o.nd lo.rge, follows the linG 

of testimony uSU::l.ll~r given in sir,11lo.r proceedings. \Vi tnesscs from 

Yrek<l, Weed, Str.:::. nnd Fort Jones, ns well o.s trom t'linor points in 

the o.reo., were porfectly satisfied ,r.1th Peters' present service. 

Some of thom u.sed Orcgon-Nevo.do.-Co.lifornic. nncl Po.cific Notor 

Trucking o.nd "lore S<lt1sfied in ~ losser degree. A Witnoss from 

Yre~ testified tl~t he hild not received so.tisfnctory overnight 

service from o.ny of the existing common co.rriers. Another witness 

stntcd he received no bette,r tho.n two to three d0.3rS' service. Rail 

service "lo.S inordina. tcly slow. There '<Tn::: SOI:le com,lo.int of spoilngo 

~nd dnmagc to shipments, which consisted ot 0. diversity of 

commodities requiring, in some 1nsto.nccs, ':1,5 much o.s five dOoYs 

en route. ':Chere "'0.5 o.lso some cOl".lplo.1nt of de 10.y in -th.e mn tter of 

overnight serVice, though the prepondcro.nce or testimony WOos to tho 

effect th:lt consignees were setting overnight deliveries from 

~p~licnnts. The consensus ~ppe~red to be th.~t present users ~re 

so.t1sficd i'li th Peters t service o.nd ,·,ould cOl1tinue to use 1 to. 

Sevcrnl of the witr.csses ~ppe~red to bo of the opinion that 

qurultit~r of service '\ms ~t lc~st o.s des1ro.ble ~s qu~11ty. 

The npplic.:I.tion .... rc,:: protested by Pt\cif'ic Motor Truck1ng 

Company, Yrek~ Western Ro.11ro~d Compeny nnd Oregon-Nev~d~-Cn11forn1~ 

Fo.st Freight, Inc. 

Oregon-N~vo.da-C.:l.lifcrni~ F~st Freight, Inc. is the 

existing certifico.ted trucking service, o.nd mointo.ins .:I. fleet of 
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29 pieces of pick-up D.nd deli vcr~:' equipment in the &y Aretl.. 

Pncii1c Motor Trucking, which serves the ~rc~ by n combin~ticn of 

ro.11 Oond truck service, l1ke,;isc m:-.into.1ns 0. fleet in the Bo.y 

Yrcko. ~'rc~tcrn Rt\ilro~d Co't'l'P~ny opcrntcs botweon Yreka , 
nnd Mont~gue, ~ dist~nce of eight miles, and tr~nsports shipments 

. 
from the Southern P~c1r1e line ~t Mont~guc to Yrck~. It experienced 

Q. 10:::5 in its opcr:-.ting revenue in the five months ending t.f~y 31, 

1949, ~s ogainst n sim11nr pericid il'l 1948. This ro.il line, in 

conjunction 'dth the Southern P~c1!1c, Co~p~ny and P~cif1c Motor, 

Trucking Comp~ny, provides u service throughout the area with 

second d~y delivery. 

Oregon-Ne"r.\do.-Co.liforni.~ FOost Fre1ghtporforms ~ through 

Single line truck service with overnight delivery to 0.11 points 

except Etn.:l. :.nd ~"'ort Jones, which pOints ::1.re served jointly by 

Orcgon-NevD.do.-Co.litorni=-- and Yrek~ \vcstcrn Railrond, "rj:'~h overnight 
(1) 

serVice ... 

Approx1mo.tcly 30 public witnosses testified for the 

protestc.nts. The cho.ro.cter of their testimon~r varies 11 tt1c from 

tho.t of o.pplico.ntsl ,.;1tncsscs. A lo.rgc mc.jority 01' these \>ritncssos 

used ci ther Po.citic I'Zotor Trucking or Orcgon-Nevnda-Co.11forniD., or 

(1) Beltins V:!n Lines', Inc. c.nd Lyon V:-.n Lines, Inc. filed n 
mcmor=--ndum brief protesting the gro.nt1ng of the ~pplicc.tion 
unless D.pplico.nt is precluded from tro.nsportin3 wlcro.ted house
hold soods o.nd re10. ted cOl1lr.:odi tics • ~.ri th the exception of the 
testimony of ~~s. Thelma. Bo.rncs, who clo.imed to hcve m:.dc 0. 
single sl'lipI':lent, there is no sl'lo\nng in the rcc:)rd cf n need 
for o.ddi tion.:l.l c::\.rr1~rs to tro.nsport 1mCro. ted huusehold good.s., 
o.nd her testimony is neg~tived by her ino.bility to produce 
proof th.:l.t n '-rri tten order "./0.5 given by her to Bekins VC'.D Lines, 
o.s required by HiSh~y C~rricrs' T",ri£1" I~o.~. The order "1111 
therefore include such 0. restriction. 
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both, nnd pronounced thom sntisf~ctory. Witnesses rro~ Yroka" 

Fort Jones, Hornbroolc, Dunsmuir, ':leod. ~.nd St.l.crp.mento st~ted they 

~d no need for ~1 ~ddition~l cort1fic~ted cnrricr. There w~s sooe 

complo.int th~ t P~cific Motor Trucking ~.s slo,,', but 1 t w~s pointed 

out th:-.t Orc,gon-Ncvc..dn-C~lirorni.l WclS nvail~blc ,.,,1 th fnstcr service, 

if desired. 

Protestants rely on three reasons for a den1~1 of the 

~pplic~tion: (1) that ~pp11cnntsh~v.onot estnbllshed its nb1lity . 
to perform the proposed serVice, (2) thnt public convenience and 

necessity do not require the service, ~nd (3) thnt granting of 

the Q.pplic~tion will c~use the presently av~i1nble service to 

dcpreci~tc. 'No s1:bst~nti<:.l proof of (1) ~nd' (3) "~.s offered. As 

to (2), the record is clear tr~t public convenience nne necessity 

require the proposed serVice. 

It i$ cleo.r from the record th~t there is need for an 

o.dditior~l depcnd~b1e servico in the o.re~ of the type proposed by 

a.pp1icnnts. ThM' , is obV1ou:; fro:m the testimony of 45 shippcr

Witnesses ~."ho "lere not in most inst~nccs satisfied "lith the present 

serVicc. Orcgon-Nc~dn-Cl11forn1~ is the only common cQ.rricr 

truck service nnd 1 t docs net cc::s~stcntly s'.lpply overnight servico. 

Southcrn PQ.cific, nnd its subsidi~ryP~cific Motor Trucking, affords 

second morning delivery. Protcstnnts nckno" .. lcdge this situCl.tion 

by offering the services of Oregon-Ncv~dn-CQ.liforniQ.when fQ.stor 

service is required. 

Upon :':l. review of the record hercil' '",0 fincl the. t ~pplico.nts 

h~v.ooffcrcd sufficient proof to sustQ.in ~ finding of public 

convenience nnd necessity for the proposed sarvicc, ~nd the 

-6-



e 
A.3000? JD* 

(2) 
application will therefore be granted. 

Public he~r1ng having been held in the above entitled 

proceed1ne, evidence having been received, the matte~ having been 

submitted, and the COmmission being fully advised, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity is hereby granted to Walter F. Peters and Myron D. Peters, 

authorizing the establishment and operation of service as a highway 

common carrier, as defined in Section 2-314 of the Public Utilities 

Act, for the transportat1~x: or property between San FranCiSCO, 

South San FranCisco, Oakland, Berkeley, Alameda, San Leandro, 

Albany, El Cerrito, Richmond, Piedmont, Emeryville, San Pablo, 

Sacracento, and North Sacramento, on the one hand, and, on the . 
other hand, f~om the southern boundary of Castella to Hilt, in-. 

eluding all intermedi~te pOints between Castella and Hilt on U •. S. 

Highway 99, and the off-route poi~ts of Fort Jones, Etna, Greenview, 

Montague, Grenada, Edgewood and all points intermediate thereto. 

Said certificate herein granted is subject to the following 

restriction: 

Applicants may not transport household goods and 
related commodities. 

(2) Protestants, in their brief, aver that applicants ~re presently· 
conducting an unla~~ul operation in that they are rendering a 
highway common carrier service in the area in which they seek 

-to be certificated. There is no evidence in the record to 
substantiate a claim of illegal o:n'~ra.t1on, ei thor wholly or 
in part, nor are the findings of' the Commission in this pro
ceeding in any respect inconsistent "~Ii th DeciSion No. l.t-2646 , 1.n 
Case No. 4823. . 
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(2) Th~t in provi~ing service pursu~nt to the certificate 

herein gr~nted, ~pplic~nts sh~ll comply with nnd obscrve tho 

follo~lng service regulctions: 

~. Applic~nts sh~ll file ~ written ~ccept~ncc qf the 
cortific~te herein gr~ntcd within ~ period of not 
to exceed thirty (30) dnys ~fter the effective 
dC'.tc hereof. 

b. Within sixty (60) d~ys ~fter the effective dnte 
hereof ~nd on not less th~n five (,) dnys' notice 
to the Co~~ss1n~ ~nd the public applic~nts 
shnll estnblish the service herein nuthorizcd ~nd 
comply with the provisions of Genernl Order No. 80 
nnd Po.rt IV of Gencrnl Order N(.). 93-A, by' filing 
in triplic:.:.te nnc.1 concurrently r.lo.l~1n$ effective, 
eppropri~tc t~r1!fs ~n~ tine t~blcs. 

c. Subject to the nuthori'cy of this Cotlr.liss1on to 
c~~ngc ~r nodify then by further order, o.pplic~nts 
sho.ll conduct opor~tions pursunl'lt to the ccrtificnte 
herein gr~nted ever nnd o.long the following routes: 

Froo South S~n Fr~ncisco to Snn Fr~ncisco over 
U. S. 101. 

From S",n Fro.ncj.sc~") to OC'.klo.nd vic. th~l St'.n F'r.:tnc1sco 
Bo.y Bridge. 

From OnlQ.~nc1 to So.n Le~dro vi~ St.:ttc Highwtly 17. 

From Onkl.:tnd to Alnocd~ Yin nny ~nd ~ll o,v~11o,blc 
ro~dc. 

Fror.1 O:.ld~nd to Berkeley vi:-. nny o.nd ~ll I:'.vo,ile ble 
ro~d~. 

From Berkeley to Albnny vi~ U. s. 40. 

Fron Albnny to El Cerrito over U. S. lrO. 

Frotl EJ. Ccrr1 to to Ri eMond vin. U. s. 40. 

FrQ~ Ricnnond to S~crnoento over u. s. 40. 

F':rOtl ~cr~tlcnto t() North Sncrnnento vin U. S. 40. 

Fron S~crnoonto to Castoll~ via. U. S. 40, U. S. 99 
~nd U. S. 99-W. 

Fron Co.stcll~ to the Orogon St~tc Line via. U. S. 99. 

Fro~ Yrekn to Etno. vi~ Sto.tc High~y 82. 

Fron Yrek~ t,;) !<lento-sue via Sto. to High"'-lY 82., 

-8-



e' 
A.30007 - JD 

, ' 

FrOQ Hornbrook to Hilt vi~ U. s. 99 ~nd unnuobered 
county ro~d. 

Froo U. S. 99 north of Weed, to its intersection 
with ~n u.~unbcrcd County Rond, thence to Edgewood. 

From U. S. 99 south of Yrek~ to its 1ntersection 
with ~ unnunbered County Rond, thence nlong 
unnunbered Cou:a.ty Road to Grenada. 

The effective d~te of this order shnll be twonty (20) 

d~ys ~fter the date hereof. 

Dated o.t S:tn Fr=-.ncisco, Co.liforn1:t, this _~II;...'d",,~_ day 

of qtz4tL , 1950. 
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