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Dec16ion lio. ___ 4::.:4~·O_'..:....II:74;:;;....._ 

:BEFORE 'lSE PU3LIC inILI~IES COMMISSION OF 'IXE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

'In the Ma.tter of the Application of SOUTHEPJ.~ PACIFIC ) 
COMPAN'X' for n.n Order to a.bol1oh crosoings ot roa.ds by) Application Uo. 30910 
a r~11road in Santa. Clara County, Col1forn~~. ) 

In the MAtter ot the Commi;sicntG invcotigat1on con
cerning gra.de cro ssings w1 thin tho unincorporated 
town of So.n YlSortin, SM.ttl. Cl~ CO'lmty,' CaJ.1fornio.. 

) 

) Cn.se No. .518.5 
) 

B.. S. MY.E:RS. for Southern Pacific Co~, Appl1~t in 
Applica.tien No. 30910. 

J. J. DEUEL And ELtoN DY.E, for CAJ.1forn1t.1. Fa.rm :Burenu 
Feder~tion, Intorested pnrties. 

PATRICK T. CONCAJ."t~Ol(!, for So.n MM'tin Vinoyards CCmpllny. 
Protestant. 

RAYMOlro GWUm, for $c.n V.a:rtin ElomentAry School. 
Intorestod p~ty. 

VIOLA E. ADAl-!S, for Welfare of San MOl't1n. Protestant. 

ALVIBT. SCHl EP-MEYAR , for :01:;trict of Sn.n Mart1."l a.s !'Os1dent 
and paront of High Schoel Students, Protest~t. 

Aromm W .:SRO;·fl~, fer :Soard. ci' Supervisors of So.nt:'J. Clara. 
County, Intorc~tod party. 

In Applico.t1on No. ;0910 Southern Pnc1fic Comp~ requosts permission to 

, closo the eroosings at er~de of North Street and South Stroet in tho unincorporate~ 

town of SA.n Ma.rtin. So.nt.-'l Cl~l\. County. 

By C~ac No. 5185 t~c Comoi~$1on on 1ts own ~ot1on institutod an 1nvestiga-

tion into the m.-dnte%l..'\nco. oporo.tion, u~e. satoty protection, altora.tion. relo~t1on. 

or ~bolit1on by physical cl~sil~ of the nbove-mcnt1oned crooci~~s. 

A public hoa-nne wt'.s held in S.'\.."1 Jose o~ 1' ... 'l.rch 2:3, ,19.50, before Commies1oner 

Huls. a.t tho closo of which tho roprosont~t1ve of tho R~ l~rti~ Vinoy~d8 Compa.."y 

requested porm1$s1on to conto.ct hi~ pr1nc1p~18.nnd it was stipulo.ted that if they 

'\\(lsired. fJ. :f'l.lrt..'lcr honring wo'Uld '00 held. 
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San l-tartin Vineyards Compo.ny has now advised the Commission that 1 t does 

not desire further hearing; thorefore the matter otands submitted. 

At the hearing it waD etip\ll.ated that Application No. :30910 and Ca.se No. 

SlSS would be conso11dnted for hearing and dotermi~tion. 

'!:he main line of Sou.thern Pacific Company's Coallt route traverses S&.nta 

Clara County in a. general north and south direction, passing through the unineor

:porated town. 0'£ San Martin, loeMed a.bou~ 28 mUes south of San JODC. U. s. IUghwo.y 

Route No. 101 parallelo the railroad to the west throueh the Snn Martin terr1tor.y. 

Three streets in this territory r\'U'U'l.ine in a. genera.l east and. \'1cst direction cross 

tho traeks of the r~11road 3nd intorsect the Stato high~. 

north Street (Cro&s1ng No. Ew74.4), is locatod ~t the north edge of tho 

cotllIJW).ity: Soon Martin Avenuo (Crossing No. E-74.6). is about 1,)00 feet south 

thereof and pacses through the centor of the communitYi and South Street (Crossing 

~o. E-74.9)~ is ~bo'Ut 1,:300 feet couth of San Martin Avenuo at the south~rly edge 

of the community. All of these streets and va.rious othoro aro shewn en the ~p' 

f'iled a.t tho hearing (Exhib1 t No. 11). The number of' rai1ro3.dtrDocks involvod. at 

Co.eh ot thoso erossings and traffic d.!\ta. concerning the crossings aro shown on tho 

folloWing ta.ble.(l) 

Stroot 

ero sa1ng Number 

Protection 
(0.0. 75-:8) 

Nwn'bcr of' 'rracks 

Traf'n,: 
Automobilos 
Trucks 
Pedostrian & lwt1sc. 

Total Righway 

PlLSSO:lgOr Trains 
Froight Trains 
SwitChing Movements 

Total &':1.11 

North Stroet San ~.rt1n Avenue South Street 

:E:-74.t.:. E-74.6 F-'74.0 

2 Std.. *1 1 Std. No. ) Wigwag . 1 Std ... No.1 
Crossll'lt!'; S1Glls 1 Std. No. 1 Crossil~~ Sign 

2 :3 
(0.) (b) 
79 82:3 
16 2:36 

--lQ. 1~9 
lOS l.is 

S .5 
8 9 

- l3 14 

(~) 7:00 ~.m. to 7:00 p.m. - March lS, 19.50 
(b) 7:00 ~.m. to 7:00 p.m. - March 16, 1950 
(c) 7:00 ~.:l. to 7:00 p.m. - M.o.reh 17, 1950 

CrossiDg Sign 

:3 
(0) 
81 
36 

--2. 
119 

S 
8 
~ 

15 

--------------------------------------------
(1) From :E., ... ..hibits Nos. 12. 1:3. 1!';', lS, n.nd. 16. 
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This reeo~ sbown th&t tho vehicular traffic at North and Sonth Streets 10 

relatively ~1ght. wberoao San Martin Avenue carries the major portion of the traffic 

~etween the town east of the railroM and the stato highway. Depot street, whioh 10 

parallol to tnc railroad and about 150 foet east thereof, connects all three streets 

which crono tho railroad. 

Moet of the residencea and ~l~ec~ of business e~t of the railroad are 

centered about SanMartin ~veDUe, ac Shown on Exhibit No. llt an exception being 

the Sa.:c. YIS.%'t1n Vinoya.rd.a Co~ loea.ted. adjacent to the ra.ilroad south of: South 

Street and. connected theroto by a private roadway, a d.1otanee of about 600 teet. 

I! North and G~th Streots wore closed, ell traf!ic uo1ng these streetB 

of nococsity would. be routed over tho s~ Martin Avenue croosing, which is now 

protected by one StandArd. No. :3 w1~ s1~ (Go. o. lro •. 75-Il). 

Resid.ent: of San Mo.rtin c~t of the ra,11roe.d and. tho San Martin Vineyards 

CO~7 opposed tho cloc1n~ o! the crooning: ~t North and South Streets. ThODe 

living in the vicinity of North Street protocted on tho grounds that it wonld take 

them longer to roa.ch pOints to the north'if thoy wero requirea to uso tho San Martiu 

Avenue crotltli~, s.bou~ one-q,UDorter mile d:ioto.nt. It wtl.G their contention that they 

w~ld be doprivGd. of their normal mo~ of travel to points north and would be 

required to tr!\vol QJl Cl.d.di t1 ow one-btIlf mile. Tho Sen l-:tI.rtin Vineyo.%'d.o Company 

proteotod tho elocing o! the South Stroot cro~s1ng· on tho grounds that this would 

oatcria.lly :lntorfcre w1 t.h tho dolivery 0'£ gropos, tIJlO. grapo producta to the winery. 

part1eululy dnr1ll€: tho gro.po m07Cl:\Cnt :lOMon.. 'Xhey sho",od thAt the b1egoct ;Po%'-' 

contago of trucko baulins ~rapotl to tho winor,y comeo clo~ tho Stnte high~ from 

points south of San MDrtin. If South Stroet were clOsed, these trucks of noeess1ty 

would. ho.ve to procoed to San Martin crooG1ng Nld. back to Scu.th Street, an additional 

d:LGta.nce 00£ about one-hal! mile, or Ullc e. e:lrcu1 tou.s 'rOute turning off the S~te 

h1ehwa.y e.bout one mile south of San 21.artin, and var10uc cO"J.nty roads to roo.ch the 

winery. 

Tho ~oct t~t pcdootr1anc, 1nolud1ng Dohool ohildron. would uae the SAn 

MArtin AVODUC crOSSing along with vehicles. thus cauSing A hazard, mined objcct1~. 

Tho County ot -SAnta. 010.1'0. did not o:t't1c1aJ.ly t.o.ko 0. position in this 

mtter .. 

-:3-



e 
IN - Ap. ;0910 & C.5185 - p. 4 

~ne record $hows that 1! No~h and $outhStreets are closed. the single 

Standard No. :3 wigwag signal at the san Ma.~in Avenue crossine. should 'be repla.ced 'by 

two Standard No. 8 Fl~aning Light Si~ls (G.O. No. 7S-~) connectod with all three 

traeks of ~thernPa.c1fic Company, the circuits of whiCh 3hould provide for the 

minimum amount of false ind1~tion of npproa.ching trains; also that provision Should 

'be made for a pedestria.n path or tlidcwnJ.k of cuch a nature tho.t it could not be used 

by vehicular traffic. 

In reviewing tne entire rocord in these ~roceedings we find t~t public 

convenience. necessity. and s.:lfoty \iould be better providod 'by concontra.ting all the 

traffic ovo.r tho rll.11road at So.n NllX'tin Avenue. and thAt 'bettor protection should be 

provided at th18 crossing: t~t tho inconvonience cn.u8od by tho closing of North and 

South Streets would 'bo moro than offset 'by tho installation of improved protection 

at the ~ V~tin Avenuo crossing ao tho haza.rd at those two unprotectod and 1ittlc

used crossings w\lld 'bo oliminated; and. that a. pedostria.n w&.y sho'Uld be insta.J.led. 

over the tr~Cks a.t this location to separate pedestrians from the vehicular t~!f1c. 

Due to the fact thAt SOuthorn Pncitic Compnny would 'bo relioved of the' 

maintenance of two crossings. o.nd tb.~ :peoplo of Sa.n Martin wculd 'be sornewhD.t in

convonienced by closing North and South Streets, the railroad should boar tho cost 

of and ~intain any a.dditic~~ protection at the &~·Ma.rt1n Avonue crossing. and 

shculd also prepo.rc the trtloclt to recoivo thQ sidowa.lk po.vement. The County should 

prc,vide a sidewalk for tho podcstriMs to crOGS tho right of wo.y of tho rZl.llroa.d. 

A :public hcaring Mving 'be on held lllld the matters submitted. IT IS ORDEB3D 

that: 

I. Southorn Pa.cific Comp~ ~t ita solo expense ohAll remove from tho 

cr~ss1ng at grad.e of San Mnrtin Avcnue (Croasing No. E-74.6) tho singlo StandArd 

No. J Wigwag Si~l (G.O. Nc. 75-3), ond instnll in lieu thoreof two (2) Standnrd 

No. 8 Flashing Light S1~~s (G.O. No. 75-3) co~octed with tho throo tracks occuPy

i~ said crossing, gubject to tho follewing conditions; 
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. . 
,(I) Circuit plans ror sMd StNlwd No. a Fln.shin{; Light 

signAla ~l bo filod with the Commission before 
commoncemont of installation of ~1d s1gnols. 

(2) Sn.id ns.shing lieht signru.s shAll be installed Dond in 
operation within ninct,y (90) ~s aftor tho o£!oetivo 
dJ.\to of this ord.or, unloss furthor time is granted by 
subsoquent ordor. 

II. Southern Pn.c1f1c Co~ at its sole expenso' shz:I.ll prepc.ro 1 ts 

tr~ckD, including guard ~ils, to receivo tho pavoment for B c1dowalk not to 

oxceod fiv~ reot in width. adj~cont to tho exioting crOB8ing of ~ Mnrtin Avenue. 

III. The County of ~~t~ Cl~r~ ~t its sole oxpense shall construct a 

sidewalk not to oxcoed fivo foot 1n width adjacent to &~ Martin Avenue creasing, 

so barr1cndcd t~~t it ~'D.not bo usod by voh1cul~ trnff1e. Snid sidewalk Shall bo 

1nstaJ.led within ninety (90) d.nys Dofter tho effeetive date of th1s ordor. 

11'. The :a(t~rd of SUporvisors of SnnttJ. Clara County, w1thin ninety (90) 

d...vs a.ftor tho effectivo dato of this ordor. sWl file with thiG Commission 

cortified copy or copies of approprinte ordinanco or ordinances. or rosolution or 

ros~lut1QnG, dUly and rogul~rly p~csod, inot1tut1nc Bll nocos~r,y stops to log~ly 

~b~d(tn and offectively close tho o~$t1ng public crossings at er~do of North Street 

(Crossing N,. E-?4.4) and South Stroot (Crossing No. E-?4.9) in t~ un1neorpornted 

town of Snn Martin, SAnta Clo.ra COu:l.ty. 

V. Upon the completion of tho 1nstnlln.t1cn of said Stt.\ndo.rd No. 8 Flash-

1ng L1gnt Signals o.nd aidowo.lk tI. t tho gX't\dc ero 8Ging of an1d &'\ll Mn.rtin Avenue ,the 

grade crossings of ~id North Street and South Street shall bo lc~lly ~bnndoned. 

closed. ~nd b~r1eaded topub11e usc and tr~vel. 

'rbj.s order ~l .!9COillC eff~ct1ve twenty (20) ~s N'tor tho date hereof. 

lAtcd at~~JIe1::::.. . ¢Il1forn1 ... t96'(/ 1-&) 1950. 

~. 


