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Decision No. 44;@7} :

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of SOUTHERW PACIFIC )

COMPANY for an Order to abolish crossings of roads by ) spplication No. 30910
a railroad in Santa Clara County, Colifornia. )

In the Matter of the Commissicn's investigatio‘n con= )
cerning grade crossings within the unincorporated ) Case No. 5185.
town of San Martin, Semta Clara County, California. )

R. S. MYERS, for Southern Pacific Company, Applicant in
Applicatica No. 30610.

J. J. DEUEL and ELDON DYE, for Californin Forxm Bureau
Federation, Intorestoed parties,

PATRICK T. CONCANION, for San Martin Vineyards Cempony,
Protestant.

RAYMOND GWINN, for San Martin Elementary Schoel,
Intorested party.

VICLA E. ADAMS, for Welfare of San Martin, Protestant.

ALVIZ T. SCHIERMEYZR, for District of San Martin as »esident
and paront of Eigh Schoel Students, Protestant.

ARTHUR W. BROWL, fer Board c¢f Supervisors of Santa Clara
County, 'Intorcstcd party.

CREINION

In Application Ne. 30910 Southern Pacific Company requests permission to
‘¢lose the crossings at grade of North Street and South Street ir the unincorparateé'.
town of San Martin, Santa Clara County. |

By Caanc No, 5185 thc Commigsion on its own motion instituted an 1nvostiga;'
tion inte the malntennnce, oporation, usc, safety protection, altoration, relocation,
er aboliticn by physical clesing of the above-menticned crossings.'

A public hearing was held in San Jose on March 23, 1950, before Commissioner
Huls, at the closo of whick tho ropreosentative of the Son Martsin Vinoyardas Compa.ny.
requested permission to contact his principals, and it was stipulated that if they .
desired, a further hoaring would beo held.
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Sen Martin Vineyards Company bas now advised the Commission that 1t does

not desire further hearing: therefore the matter stands submitted.

At the hearing it wag stipulated that Application No. 30910 and Case No.
5185 would be consolidated for hearing and determimation.

The main line of Southaera Pacific Company!s Coast route traverses Santa
Claxs County in a general north and south direction, passing through the unincor-
porated town of San Martin, located about 28 miles south of San Jose. V. §. Highway
Route No., 101 para.ll_els the railroad to the west through the Son Martin terﬂtory.
Three streets in this territory ruaning in a goneral east and west direction cross
the tracks of the rallroad and intersect the State highwoy.

Yorth Street (Crossing No. E-74.4), 4s located at the north edge of tho
commmnity; Son Martin Avenue (Crossing No, E-74.6), is ébout 1,300 foeet south
thereof and passes through the center of the community; and South Street (Crossing
No. E~74.9), is about 1,300 feet scuth of San Martin Avemuo at the southorly edge
of the community. All of these streets and various othors are shewn ¢n the mop’
filed at the hearing (Eihi‘bit No. 11). The number of railroad tracks involved at
cach of theso crossinge and traffic data concerning the crossings aro shown on the
follewing table. (¥

Stroot Yorth Stroet San Mertin Avonwe South Street
Crossing Number 7L,k 74,6 ‘ 74,0

Protection 2 Std. #1 1 Std. No. 3 Wigwag "1 Sta. No. 1.
(6.0, 75-B) Crossing Signs 1 Std. No, 1 Crossing Sign Crossing Sign

FTumber of Tracks 2 3 3

Traffic: (a) (v) (c)
Automobiles . 79 823 8L

Trucks 16 _ 236 36

" Pedostrian & Misc. 10 __jg_‘l —
Total Highway 105 1,268 119

Paggonger Trains 5 5 ' 5 .

Froight Trains 8 9 ) « 8

Switching Movements _ - = —
Total Radl 13 14 : 15

(a) 7:00 a,m. te 7:00 p.m. - Maxch 15, 1950
(¥) 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ~ March 16, 1950
(c) 7:00 a.m, to 7:00 p.m, — March 17, 1950

(1) From Exkidits Nos. 12, 13, 1%, 15, and 16,
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This record shows that the vehicular traffic at North and South Streets is
relatively light, whoreas San Martin Avenue carries the major portion of the traffic
Vetween the town ea.gt of the railroad and the State highway. Depot Street, which is
parallel to the railroad and about 150 foot“ east thereof, conne;cts all three streets
which crons the railroad.

Most of the residences and places of Business east of the railroad are
centered about San Martiz Averue, as showe op Exhidit No. 11, an ‘exception being
the San Martin Vineyards Company located adjacent %o the railroad south of South -
Street and connected theroto by a private roadway, o distonce of a;borut 600 feet.

If North and South Stroots were closed, all traffic using these streeta
of rocassity would be routed over the San Martin Avenue crosbin@, which is now
protected by ome Staxdard No. 3 wigwag sigeal (G. 0. No. 75-B).

Regidents of San Martin east of the rallroad ond the San Martin Vineyards
Company opposed the closing of the crossings at North and South Streets. Those
iiving in the vicinity of North Streef protosted on the grounds £Mt it would take
them longer to roach points to the north'if they wero roequired to use the Sem Martin
Avemve crossing, about one—quarter mile distant., It was their cbntention that they
would be deprived of thoir normal mooms of travel to points north and would be
roquired to travel an odditionnl ome-half mile. The San Martin Vineyards Company
'protestod the closing of the South Stroot crossing on tho grounds t.hat this would
matorislly interfere with theo dolivery of grapes and grape products to the winery,
perticularly during the grope movement soason. They showed that the biggest per—
contago of trucks bauling gropes to the win;ry comes elong tﬁe State highwoy from
points gouth of San Martinm. If South Street were closed, these truclks of nocessity
would have to procood %0 Sam Martin ¢rossing and dback to Soutkz Street, an additional
dlctance of about one-half mile, or use & circuitous route turning off the State
highway about one mlle south of San Martin, and various county roads to reach ﬁhe

w1nery-

The foct that podostrians, including achool childror, would use the San
Martin Avemue crossing along with vchicles, thus causing o bazard, roised objection,
Tho County of -Sonta Clara did not officially tako a position in this

matter.
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The record shows that if North and South Streets are closed, the single
Standard No. 3 wigwag signal at the San Martin Avenue crossinglshould be replaced by
two Standard No, 8 Flashing Light Sigmals (6.0. No. 75-B) connected with all three
tracks of Southern Pacific Company, the circuits of which should provide for the
nindioum ambunt of falgse indication of approaching trains; also that provisiqn should
be made for a pedestrian path or sidewnlic of such & nature that it could not bBe used
by vehicular traffic.

In revicwing the entire record in these proceedings we find that pudliec
convenience, necessity, and safcty would de better p;ovidod by concontrating all the
traffic over the rasilroad at San Martin Avenue, and that botter protection should be
provided at this crossing; that tho incomvonionce caﬁaed by the closing of North and
South Streets would be more than ¢ffset by tho installation of improved protection
at the San Martlp Avenue crossing ao tho hazaxd ét those two unprotected and little-
used crossings would be oliminated; and that a pedostrian way shouvld be installe&:
over the tracks at this location to separate pedestrians from the vehicular trnffic.

Duc to the fact that Southorn Pacific Company would bo relicved of the
naintonance of fwo crogsings, and tho people of San Martin wcuid bé somewhst in-
convonienced by clesing North aad South Streets, the railroad should bear the cost
¢f and maintaln any additicnal protecticn at the San~Martiﬁ Avenue crossing, and
shevld also prepuic the troclk to rocoive the sidewalk pawemént.‘ The County should

provide a sidewalk for the pedestrians to cross the right of woy of the railroad..

QRRER
A public hearirg having beon held and the matters submitted, IT IS ORDERED
that: - | |
I. Southern Pacific Compary a.t‘ its gole expense shall remove from the
crossing at grade of San Martin Avenue (Crossing No. E~74.6) tho singlo Standard

No. 3 Wigwag Signal (G.O0. We. 75-3), and install in liecu thoreof twe (2) Standard

No. 8 Flashing Light Signals (G.0. No. 75~B) conzocted with the threo tracke occupy-

irg sn1d crossing, subject te tho follewing conditions:
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. {1) Circuit plans for said Standard No. & Flashing Light
signals shall bo filod with tho Commission before
commencomont of installation of said signals.

(2) Said flashing light signals shall be installoed and in
operation within nincty (90) daye after the offcctive
date of this order, unlegs further time is gra.nted. Yy
subsoquont oxder.

II. Southern Pacific Company at its sole axponseo shall prepare its
tracks, including guard rails, to receive the pavement for a sidewalk not to
exceod five feet in width, adjacont to tho existing crossing of San Martin Avenue.

III. The County of Santa Clara ot its sole oxpense shall construct a
sidewalk not to excoed five feect in width adjacent to San Martin Avenue crcasing,
350 barricaded that it cannct %o used by vokhicular traffic. Snid sidewalk shall be
installed within ninety (90) deys after the offective date of this order.

IV. fThe Beard of Supervisers of Santa Clara County, within ndnety (90)

dys after tho effcetive date of thig order, shall file with this Commission

cortified copy or copics of approprinte ordinance or ordinances, or resolution or

roseluticns, duly and regularly passod, ingtituting all nocossary steps to llogally
abanden and offectively clese the cxisting pudblic crossings at grade of Nerth Street
(Crossing No, E-74.4) and Scuth Stroet {Crossing No. E-74.9) in the unincorpordted
town of San Ma.rtin. Santa Clara Cou::n:y7

V. TUpon the complotion of the irstallaticn of sald Standard No. 8 Flashe
ing Light Signals and sidowalk at the grade crossing of said San Martin Avenwe, the
grade crossings of said North Strect and South Street shall be legally adandoned,

cloged, and 'bnrricaded. to public use and travel.

Thi s order shall bocome effoctive twenty (20) days aftor the date herecf,
Dnted atm ¢alifornia, @ﬂﬁéﬁz‘;_mo.

Comm:!.saionors‘ o e




