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DPecision No. 32087

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of )
THE WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY) Application No. 30925
for authority to discontinue agency )
service at Xingdon, California. )

E. L. Van Dellen, for applicant.
OPINION

Applicant herein requests authority to change its statibn ;
at Kingdon, San Joaquin County, California, from an agency to a

non-agency status.

A pubvlic hearing was held at Stockton on March 10, 1950,
before Comnissioner Potter and Examiner Daly, at which time the
matter was submitted. No one appeared to protest the granting of

the application.

Kingdon Station is on the main line of The Yestern Pacilic

Railrocad Company, and (using railroad ddrection) 13 9.1 miles west

of Thornton and 1l miles east of Stockton, these being two adjacent

agency stations. In addition, Terminous, another agency station,

is located 8.3 miles due west of Xingdon on the Terminous Branch.

The proposed service at Kingdon would be the same as
that provided at any other non-agency station. On inbound carioad
shipments deliveries would be made at Kingdon and the way bills
would be taken to the nearest agency station Lfrom which the
consignee would be notified. Only prepaid shipments'would be
delivered at Xingdon. However,a credit list arrangement would

be made availablé for those c¢consignees desiring delivery of collect
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shipments. On outbound carload shipments an eﬁpty car would be
spotted at Kingdon upon the rcquest of the consignor. After
loading, the car would be picked up and the bill of lading either
signed Ly the conductor and left in a box at Kingdon or taken to
the nearest agency station from which i1t would be mailed to the N
consignor. On less than carload shipments the procedure would be
substantially the same as that for carload shipments. ‘

(1)
The evidence introduced shows the following experience

at this station:

1948 1949

Waybills made 43
Frelght bills made 117 90
Passenger tickets sold (local) 66 -
Western Union Messages 7 5
Carload Freight hauled
‘ Cars:

76 75
Tons: . 2445 291k
L.C.L. (Tons) lOv Vi

The following is a comparison of revenues and expenses
baseda?pon £ifty percent of local revenue being assesscd to Kingdon
Station: |

e

" (a) Carload Freight local . 1,749

Carload Freight interline 1,983
ICL Freight local 8 L0
ICL Freight interline 15
Passenger ticket revenue local : -
Demmuxage . 23

Total revenue, Kingdon Station 4,018
Total expenses, Kingdon Station 4430

(1) Exhibits Nos. 2 ard 3.

(2) Exhibit No. 2.
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1948 1949
System Operating Ratio | '
(3) Including station expenses 75,37 79.59
(%) Excluding station cxpenscs 70.62 75.29
(5) Estimated Cost of Handling Kingdon -
traffic exeluding station expenses (1xh) b,h491 3,025
(6) Bstimated Cost of Handling Kingdon
traffic inecluding station expenses (5+2) 9,7C9 7,455
(7) Estimated omount by which cost of
operating ningdon c¢xeced revenue -
therefrom (6-1) . 3,350 3,437
The alleged loss based upon system operating ratio is
but one of many factors to which consideration must be given before
authorization can be granted to change a station's status from
ageney to non-agency. Based upon the data taken from the exhibits
. hercin considered, it appears that the amount of business handled
at Kingdon declined during the year 1949 from that done in 1948.
Although the number of carload shipments were almost the same in
cach year, the revenue derived therefrom deereased in 1949. The
less than carload freight dropped from ten to seven tons. The
revenue from other than carload freight amounted to $269 in 1948,
and $286 in 1949, It is clecar that the revenue from less than
carload froight is negligidle and that the bulk of freight handled
at Kingdon is carload traffic, which can be handled with practically
the same degree of convenience without an agent .as with an agent.
The small amount of less than carload frcight‘would hardly varrant

or be commensurate with the expense that would be incurred in

maintaining Kingdon as an agency station.

Upon consideration of the cntire record, it is our con-
clusion and we so find‘that the applicant's request is justified.’
The continuance of an agent at lingdon docs not appecar to be
required by public convenience and necessity. .Thc application

therefore should be granted.




A public hearing having been held in the above ontitléd
proceeding, the matter haﬁing been duly subritted, and the Commission
being advised, |

IT IS ORDERED that the VWestern Pacific Railroad Company

is authorized to discontinuc agency sorvice at Kingdon, California,

and to change station reccords and tariffs accordﬁngly5 subject to

the following conditions:

(1) Applicant shall continue sald station as a non-
ageney station,

(2) Applicant shall give not less than ten (10) days!
notice to the public of sald agency abandorment by
posting notice at said station.

(3) Applicoant shall, Cwithin thirty (30) days after
the effective datc hoercol notify this Commission
in writing of the abandonment of the facilitics
authorized herein and of their compliance with
the conditions hcreof.

The authorization hercin granted shall lapsc and

become vold if not exercised within ninety (90)

days after the date hercof, unless further time

is granted by subsequent ordcr.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)
days after the date hercof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this kaii/ day

of /222041363 , 1950.
/




