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Decision No. 44087 

BEFORE 'IHE PUBLIC UTILITIES cm1n-n:SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO!tl'TIA, 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
THE 11JESTERH PACIFIC RAILROAD COHPANY) 
for authority to discontinue agency) 
service at I(ingdon, California. ) 

Application No. 30925 

E. t. Van Dellen, tor applicant. 

o PIN ION ___ ..... to.~ _ .... 

Applicant herein requests authority to change its station 

at Kingdon, San Joaquin County, California, from an agency to a 

non-agency status. 

A public hearing was held at Stockton on Harch 10, 19;0, 

before Commissioner PottElr and Examiner Daly, at "lhich time the 

matter \laS submitted. No one $.~pc3.red to protest the granting of 

the application. 

Kingdon St~ tion is on the ma1n line of The l',restern Pacific 
R~11road company, and (us~ns ra1~road d1roct10n) 13 9.1 m11es west 

of: Thornton and 11 miles ea:3t or Stockton, these being two adjacent 

agency stations. In addition, Ternunous, another agency station, 
is located 8.3 miles due west ot Kingdon on the Term1nous Branch. 

The proposed service at Kingdon 1'lould be the same as 

that provided at any other non-agency station. On inbound carload 

shipments deliveries would be nk~de at Kingdon and the way bills 

"'ould be taken to the nearest agency station from which the 

con~:ignee would be notified. Only prepaid shipments ,,,ould be 

del~:.V'ercd at Kingdon. However,o. credit list arrangement would" 

be tJ~~de available for those consignees desiring delivery of collect 
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shipments. On outbound carload shipments an empty car would be 

spotted at Kingdon upon the request of the consignor. A~ter 

loading, the car ",,'oulel be picl<ed up and the bill ot ladine ei ther 

signed 'by the conductor and left in D. box at Kingdon or talten to 

the nearest agency station from ,.,hich it ",ould be mailed to the 

conSignor. On less thnn carload shipments the procedure would be 

substantially the same as that for carload shipments. 

(1) 
The evidence introduced shows the follo,"ling experience 

at this station: 

\'hlybills made 
Freight bills made 
Passenger tickets sold (local) 
\vestern Union Messages 
Carload Freight hauled 

, Cars: 
Tons: 

L.C. L. (Tons) 

~ 

57 
117 

66 
7 

76 
244, 

10 

12!t.2 
43 
90 --" . , 
7; 

291~ 
" I . 

The follOwing is a comp~rison of revenues and expenses 

based upon fifty percent of local revenue 
(2) 

being assessed to Kingdon 

Station: 
ltte ~ . (a) Carload Freight local 2, I- 1,7 9 

(b) Carload Freight interline 3,626 1,983 
(c) LeL Freieht local ;8 40 
(d) LeL Freight interline ~ 1; 
(0) Passenger ticket- revenue local 11, 
(f) Demmurage 92 23 

(1) Total revenue, Kingdon Station ~:~f~ 4,0;1.8 
(2) Total expenses, Kingdon Station 4,430 

(1) Exhibits Nos. 2 and 3. 

(2) Exhibit No.2. 
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~~t~m Operating Ratio 

(3) 
(l.r ) 
( 5') 

(6) 

(7) 

Inc1udins station expenses 
Excluding station expenses 
Estimated Cost of Handling Kingdon 
traffic oxcluding station expenses 
Estimated Cost of Handling Kincdon 
traffic including station expenses 
Estimated o.mount by which cost of 
opero. tins :r~ingdon c:<ceed revenue 
therefrom (6-1) 

75.37 
70.62 

(lxl.r) 1;·,491 

(,..-2) 9,709 

3,35'0 

79.5'9 
75.29 

3,025 

7,45', 

3,437 

The alleged loss based upon system operating ratio is 

but one of many fo.ctors to which consideration must be given bcror~ 

authorization can be gr~nted to c~~nge' a station's status from 

agency to non-agency. Based upon the d.l ta taltcn frOl'Il. the exhi b1 ts' 

herein considered, it appears thnt the amount of bus~ness handled 

~t Kingdon declined during the year 19~9 from t~t dono in 1948. 

Although the number of carload shipments ",ere :llmost the same in 

each year, the revenue derived therefrom dccrc:lsed in 1949. The 

less t~~ cnrload freight dropped from ten to seven tons. The 

revenue from other t~ carload freight amounted to $269 in 19~, 

and $286 in 1949. It is clear t~t tho revenue from less than 

carload froisht is negligible ~nd th~t the bulk of freight l~~ndled 

0. t Kingdon is co.rloo.d traffic, ,,,hich can be hnndled with pr:lctic3.l1y 

the same deeree of convenience ,·n thout an C'.r;ent ,:\$ ,.,i th an agent. 

The small ~mount of less tl'l..,,\n carlo~d frci~ht ,~·ould l1.ardly .... m.rro.nt, 

or be commcnsur:l te with the expense tho. t "'Quld be il'lcurrcd in 

ma.intaining Kingdon o.s o.n o.gency station. 

Upon consideration of the entire ~ccord, it is our con

clusion o.nd we so find that the applieo.n'c I s request is justified.' 

The continuance of an agent at Iangdon does not appeal' to be 

required by public convenience o.nd necessity. The application 

therefore should be gro.nted. 
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A public he~ring heovinz boon hold in the :l.bovo entitled 

proceeding, the ~tter having been duly submitted, ~nd the Commission 

being advised, 

IT IS OBDERED truit the vlestern Pacific Railroo.d Company . 
is authorized to discontinue ~gency sorvice at Kingdon, california, 

\ 

and to chtlllgc st:ltion records and tariff's o.ccordingly·, subjact to 

the following conditions: 

(1) ApplicCl.nt shOoll continuo said st:l.tion :l.S a non
o.gency sto.tion. 

(2) Applicant shall givc riot less· than ten (10)- days' 
notice to the public of said agency o.b~dor!mcnt by 
posting notice o.t said station. 

( 3) Appli c eon t shttll, ,.;1 thin thirty (30) d\lj"s after 
the effective do.to hereof notify this Commission 
in writing of the ~bo.ndonment of' the facilities 
o.uthorized herein and of their complio.nco with 
the conditions hcreof. 

(4) The authorizo.tion herein grnntcdsl'lo.ll lapse and 
become void if not exercised ,1.ithin ninety (90) 
days after the ,do.te hereof, unless further time 
i5 gro.n'ted by subsequent order. . 

The effective do.te of this order shall be twenty (~O) 

do.ys after the date hereof. 

Dnted at San FranCiSCO, Cnlifornio., this ~~~ d~y 
of Uf&"~ , 19,0. 
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