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Decision No.. ~tl4.7 W~DraO{ftfJAl 
BEFORE 'IRE PUPLIC UTILITIBS COH.l1SSIOH OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
PAlO ALTO T?ANSPERA)."D STORAGE COHPAl\~?) 
~ corporation? for a certificate of ) 
public convenlence and necess1ty to ) 
operate as a highway common carrior ) 
for the tran~portat1on of household ) 
eoods. ) 

Application No. 30797 

Frank Loushran, for applicant. 

P~lo Alto Tr~nsfcr and Storage Company, by this appli

cation, as amended, seeks a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity authorizins operations as a hi~h~roy co~on carrier for 
(1; 

the transportation of certain commodities over the following routes: 

(1) Sunr..yovale t'o S~n Rafael via U. S .. H1g!:lway 101 or 
101 By-Pass; San Francisco to San Rafael via 
Golden Ga to Bridge arid U.. S.. H1gh,,,ay. lOJ.; San 
Francisco to Oalcland via San Francisco Bay Bridge. 

(2) SunnYVtl.le to Milpitas via State !-!ighwuy 9; M11p1'cas 
to Oakland via State Hichway 1?; Oakland to Richmond 
via State Bighway 17. 

Applic:l.nt proposes service fro:~, to and bct"'leen all 

points on said route~ as well as laterally \'1'1 tr,.1n l5 miles on either 

!:ide of the highwo.ys used. No 1:;\'t.era1 service, ho,,,evcr, will be 

(1) (a) Used Hous£pold Goods, viz.: household or personal effects 
commonly used in a household, !:uch as clothing, furniture, 
furnishings, radiOS, musical instruments, stoves and refrigor
ators; (b) Used Fix~~rcs and EqUipment, such as furniture, 
furnishings, and other appurtc~ances commonly used in a store, 
office, museum, institution, hospital, or other establishment; 
(c) Ne,·, Household Goods, Fixtures and Egt1.ipment, a.s d~scribed. 
in Ca.; and C5T, ",hen not intended. for purpose of resale. 
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furnished south of State Highway 9, nor north of a line drawn 

easterly and westerly through San Rafael and Riohmond, respeotively. 

Divergence from Routes 1 or 2 tor service trom, to or between 

points on either of said routes will be accomplished by use of 

San Francisco Bay ,Bridge or Dumbarton Br1dge~ Applicant proposes 

to establish rates at the level charged by other certificated 

household goods carriers operating in the same territory. Relief 

from Section 24(&), Pub11c Utilities Act, 1s sought because of the 

alternative routes proposed. 

A public hearing was held at Palo Alto on April 3, 1950, 

before Examiner Gregory. There were no protests. 

Applicant has been engaged in the transportat1on ot house

hold goods and effects since 1912. Terminal and warehouse 

facilities are ,maintained at Palo Alto. Financial and equipment 

resources appear to be adequate tor inauguration of the proposed 

operation. 

The evidence shows that applicant has handled an 1ncreasing 

number ot small shIpments during the last tew years. Shipments 

now take place daily between most of the points sought to be served. 

Fixed sc~edules are not contemplated at the inception ot the 

service, but may be established later. 

The ev1dence ind1cates a substant1al growth in population 

and industry in Palo Alto and the surround1ng area. Four public 
(2) 

witnesses who ha.d used applica.nt's serv1ce testif1ed.thAt 1t had 

(2) The storeke~p~r at Stantord Univp.rslty; an ap&rtmant house 
manager; an aircraft plant official; a turniture and antique 
dealer. 
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been satisfactory and they would continue to use it, but that 

they desired a service under fixed tariff rates. 

We find that public convenience and necessity require 

that this application be granted. However, the extent or the re11ef . 
from the provisions of Section 24(a) of the Public Utilities Act or 

the justification therofor is not clearly shown, and the request for 

such relief will be denied without prejudice. 

Palo Alto Transfer and Storage Company is hereby placed 

upon notice that operative rights, as such, do not constitute a 

class ot·property which may be capitalized or used as an element or 

value in rate-fixing for any amount of money in excess or that 

originally paid to the State as the consideration for the grant 

. or such rights. A31de from their purely permissive aspect. they 

extend to the holder a tull or partial monopoly of a class ot 

business over a particular route. This monopoly feature may be 

changed or destroyed at any time by the State, which is not in 

any respect limited to the number of rights which may be given. 

A public hearing having been held, the matter having 

been submitted, the Commission being tully adv1sed and baSing its 

9r<lor upon the flndlngB ana conclusions contained In the· fo~e. I 

going opinion .. 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That a certificate of public convenience and 

neoe~~1ty be and it is hereby granted to Palo Alto Transrer and 

Storage Company. authorizing the establishment and operation of 

service as a highway common carr1er l as defined in Section 2·3/4 
or the Public Utilities Act, for the transportation or (a) ~ 
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Household Go~, such ~s ~lothing, furniture, furnishings, r~dios, 

mus1c~1 instruments, stoves e:.nd refrigero.toTs, (b) Used F1xturas 

Qnd Equipment, such ~s furniture, furnishings ond other uppurtcnanccs 

co~only uscd in ~ storo, offico, museum, institution, hospital, 

or other csto.blisl'lmcnt, (c) ~TCi'T Household Goods, Fixtures ;'I.nd 

Equipment, o.s described in (0.) .:l.nd (b), ",hen not intended for 

rcso.lc, bct'\oJ'cen Sunn:rvo.lc ~nd San Ro.fo.ol .?nel bet~"con Sunnyvo.lc o.nd 

Richmond, together ,.,1 th ~ll pOinte intormediC'. te thereto, along the 

routes horeino.!'tcr dc::cri bcd, o.nd all points si tu~tod ,.,i thin a 

distnnce of 1, miles Interally on either side of s~id routos; 

provided, ho",over, tho. t no In. ter~1 service mt..y be renclcrcd or 

turnishcd south of S"ta.tc Highway 9, nor north of c. line drnwn' 

o~stcrly ~nd westerly through S~n Ra.f~cl a.nd R1clLmond, respectively. 

(2) T~~t in providing service pursu~nt to the cort1f1-

co.te herein gr~nted, o.pplic~nt sh~ll comply ,nth ~nd observo the . 

follo,-r1ng sC:t'vicc rcgulC'. t1cns: 

~. Applic~nt sh~ll file ~ written ~ccept~nco of tho 
certific~te herein gr~ntcd within ~ period of not 
to excoed thirty (30) d~ys C'.fter the effective 
d.'). to herco!. 

b. Within :3ixty (60) days c.ftcr the effective do.te 
hereof ~nd on not loss thc.n five (5') df.'l.j"s' notico 
to tl'le CO!nl'l':ission ~nd. the public, ~pplic~nt 
sh.... .... ll ost~b11sh the service herein {\uthor1zed ~nd 
comply with the provisions of Gencr~l Order No. 80 
:!nd P.lrt IV of Gcnor~l Order No. 93-A, by filing 
in triplic~ tc ~nd concurren'tly lll,,-lc!ng effecti vc, 
~ppropri~tc t~riffs Gnd time tC'.blcs. 

c. Subject to the authority of this Commission to 
ch:tngc or modify them Oj~ further order, .:lpplic~nt 
sh..'\ll conduct oper:l. tion5 pursu:l.n-c to the certi:f'ic~ to 
herein grC'.ntod over ~nd ~lone the follo~ting routes: 

ROUTE 1: Sunnyvnle to Sol;::)' Ro..f~ol, via. U. S. 
Highw~y 101 or 101 By-Po.ss; S~n Fr~~~isco to 
S~n R.lta.el, vi.l Golden Gate Bridge o.nd U. S. 
Highw~y 101; Snn Fr~ncisco to OC'.kl~nd, via 
the Snn Fr.lncisco B~y Bridge. 
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ROUTE 2: Sunnyvale to Milpitas, via State 
HIghway 9; Milpitas to Oakland, via State 
Highway 17; Oakland to Richmond, via State 
Highway 17. 

Divergence from Routes 1 or 2 for service from, 
to or between points on either of said routes 
may be effected by use or San Francisco Bay 
Bridge or Dumbarton Bridge. 

(3) That applicant's request for authority to depart 

from the provis1o~ or Section 24(a) ot the Public Utilities Act 

and Article XII, Section 21, or the Constitution of the State or 

California, be and it is hereby denied without prejudice. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

days atter the datehereot. 

Dated a~ d~"t, 
:hto.a · 19$0. of 


