
A. 30782 FR 

Decision No. 44188 ------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE ) 
RAILWAY COMPANY, s. corporation ) 
(hereinafter call eel lITHE ATCHISON I ) 

COMPANY"), and RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY) Application No. 30782 
INCORPORATED, a corporation (here1n- ) 
atter called the "EXPRESS AGENCyll), ) 
for authority to reduce agency service) 
at its station at Winton, California. ) 

William F. Brooks tor applicants. 
Joseph B. gello, in propria persona, protestant. 
E. B. Ga16rath, in propria persona, protestant. 
Victor candiiSh, in propria persona, protestant. 
Board of Supervisors, Merced County, by Ernest Gr1ffin, 

protestant. 
t. T. powell, in propria persona, protestant. 
Waiter Crawford, in propria persona J protestant. 
Williwm B. Treadwell, District Attorney, Merced County, 

protestant. 

o PIN ION --------

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Ra11way Company, by the 
(1) 

1nstant application, requests the CommissioIl to authoriz,e it to 

maintain Winton, California, as an agency station during tho period 

June 1 to October 31 of each year and in a non-agency status for the 

rema1n1ng months of the year. 

A public hearing was held on Friday, April 28, 19$0, at 

Merced" before Examiner Silverhart and the matter submitted for 

dec1sion. 

Applicant's agency stations nearest to Winton, ~h1ch is 

locatod on its main line, are Denair and Merced, distant therefrom 

14.2 miles westerly and 9.3 miles ea.sterly, respectively •. 

(1) Railway Express Agency, Inc. joined in the a.pplication. 
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Winton stat10n 1s open daily except Saturday and Sunday t'rom 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Local freight 

service, during the work1ng hours of the day, is providecl in the 

forenoon, ea.stbound, and in the afternoon, westbound. The 

Southern Pacif1c Company maintains an agency stati~n at Atwater, 

three miles to the south. 

It 13 proposed, 1n the event the Commission authorizes 

the change herein requested, to deliver carload sh1pment:~ at 

Winton and take way bills to the nearest agency station j~rom 

which the consignees would be rlot1fied by U. S. posta.l cl;l.rd and 

telephone (if available). On outbound movements, car ord.ers would 

be placed with the nearest agent who would spot cars for loading 

and arrange for pickup. Bills of lading either could be deposited 

in a box at Winton for collection by the conductor or delivered 

by tho shipper to th~ Merced or Denair agencies. Consign~es of 

prepaid, less-than-carload shipments would be advised th·eroo:f' 

in tho ~anner provided for carloads. Such shipments would be 

unloaded at Winton Station, and, at tho owner's risk, there placed 

in an unlocked bu1lding. Shippors would be required to transport 

less-thAn-carload shipments to Merced or Denair for outbound 

covemcnts. 

(2) 
Exhibi ts introducod into evidence by applice.r.Lt set 

forth the volume of freight business ha.ndled at Winton :for the 

period 1948-1949 .. both inclusive a.nd may be summarized s~s 

follows: 

(2) Exhibits 116", n7" a.nd n8". 
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Carloa.ds 
Fwd. Reed. -

~ 121 390 

~ 4.5 41 

Years 1948 and 1949 
Decroase tess-than-Car1d.(lbs.) 

Fwd. Reed. Fwd. Reed. 

9,084 348,840 

62.8% ~9.5% 25,864 299,432 

June to October, 1nclus1ve, 1948 and 1949 

Carloads 
Fwd. Recd. -

~ 21 29 

DecreesA 
Fwa. Reed. -

Less-than.Carld.(lbs.) 
Fwd. Reed. 

2,093 
107,679 

Increase 
Fwd. Reed. -
184.~ 14.~ 

(Decreas.e) 

Increase 
Pwd. Reed. 

385.9% 34·2% 
. (Decrease) 

January to May, inclusi va, and N()V'ember and Dec(~mber1 
1948 and 1949 

Ca:::-loads Decreaoe Less-than-Carld.(lbs.) Ir.crease 
Fwd. Reed. Fwd. Reed. Fwd. Reed. Fwd. Reca. -

~ 0 13 6,,181 18$,280 

~ 24 12 7.7% 15,694 19l,753 1$3.~ 3.5% 

The financial result of the operation at Winton is 

illustrated by Exhibits It 3" , 1t4", and ".,", consolidated extracts of 

which follow: 

(a) 
Rat1e of System Operating 
Expenses, excluding Station 
Expenses and System Revenue 
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~ 12U ~ ~ 

b) 
Total Santa Fe Proportion 
of Freight Revenue on For-
warded and Received Traffic 
Winton. $ 38736 $ 24$89 $ 77445 $ 8042 ...." 

carload $ 35782 
$ 2g6~ $ 73673 $ 4619 ---

Less Carload 29.54 3772 . 3423 
Interline 33069 1989 $~144 1071 
Local ,667 .. 4691 1 301 6971 

June to October2 incl. $ 34100 $ 20314 $ 74760 $ 366$ "-

Ca.rload $ 32813 $ 18730 $ 1~A1i $ 23.31 '" 
1334 Less Ca.rload 1287 1,84-

Interline 30887 119~0 $l~O3 31A Local 3213 23 4 ,1 $7 328 

June to Octoberz incl. 
4636 $ 4275 $ 2685 ...- ana: ~oveiiiEer Eind' December $ $ 4377 

Carload $ 2669 $ 220$ $ 126 $ 2288 
Less Carload 1 67 2010 l~ 2089 
Interline 2182 194-8 1 1 6~14. 
Local 24,4 _ 2321 1W+ 36 3 

In allocating rovenue to Winton, applicant applied only 

one-half of the total proportion of freight revenue on forwarded and 

received traffic plus passenger, express, miscellaneous andttdlk 

and cream. Such method ot computa.tion 1s not warranted wherE'1 as 

here , revenue is derived from interline as well as local traffic. 

l.-. 

The figures contained in the following t~bulat10n were 

de,'eloped by assigning all of interline a.nd one-halt ot local revenue 

(plus such passenger, express and other revenue) to revenue o,pp11cable 

';;0 Winton: 
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~ 19lr.1 ~ ~ 
$ $ $ $ 

1) Revenues applicable to 
Winton 39,583.50 26,622.00 69,122.00 $,26.3.50 

June to Oct. incl. 34,947.$0 21,684.00 66,692.$0 2,148.$0 
Jan. to May incl. and 

4 .. 636.00 Nov. and Dec. 4,9.38.00 2 .. 429.$0 3,11$.00 

2) Operating Expenses~ other 
than station, incurred in 
earning revenue applicable 
to Winton «(a) in table 
:lbove, xl) 32,806.80 22,021.71 56,590.18 4,376.07 

Juno to Oct,. incl. 28,964.48 17,937.00 54,601.74 . 1,786.26 
Jan. to May incl. and 
Nov. and D·ee. 3,842.31 4,084.71 1,989~03 2,589.81 

3) Actual station exp~nae 
8,426.00 at Winton 10,482.00 10,515.00 8,815.00 

June to Oct. incl. 4,$27.00 4,383.00 3,$79.00 3,308.00 
Jan to lb:y i~?. en.d 

Nov. and Dcc'. $,955.00 6,132 .. 00 $,236.00 ' 5,118.00 

4) Not loss opurot1on W1nton 
$,914·71 3,716.82 (204-.3-1) 3,70$ • .30 7,$38.$7 

636.00 
(Profit) , 

June to Oct. incl. 1,456.02 8,512.35 2,945.76 
(Profit) (Pro!'1t) 

Jen. to MIlY incl. and 
$,161.32 Nov. c.nd Dec. 5,278.71 4,795.$3 4,592.81 

5) Retio of stetion exponse 
to revenuo a.t \,',inton % % % .% 

. (3~1) 26·48 39.49 12.75. 160.9 

Jun~ to Oct. incl. 12·95 20.21 5.36, 1$4.00· 
Jan. to Mo.y incl •. nnd 

128·45 124.17 215.56 164.3 Nov. nnd Dec. 

Applicant did not offer any evidence as to its operations 

during 1950. 

L. T. Pov:J11, fruit fo.rmer a.nd protestant, testified that 

he has resided in W~nton for over seventeen years; that the number ot 

rotnil stores h:.s incr~e.sed steadily; that in 1940 the number of 
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. 
registered voters in two of the Winton precincts totalled 247; that in 

1950 there are 499 rogistered voters, an increase of 102.02%; that a 

population of 1500 is now indicated for such precincts. 

Walter Crawford, a. protestant, testified that he is 9. 

farmer engagod in turkey breeding and the production of hatching eggs, 

a very perisha.ble item; that the production period extends from 

January to May and occasionally to June; that Merced County is the 

large~t turkey producing area in the world with a great nunmer of 

turkey bre~ders concentrated in the Winton area. The wi tnE'SS stated 

in 1949 he shipped 178,000 egGs to eastern pOints and durir~ tho 

current year already ha.s forwarded 16$,000 eggs; that his ~,h1pments 

move only by ra.il; that ii' Winton Station is closed he will be re-· 

quircd to move some· of his ~hipments via Southern Pacifie Company, 

whose schedule is two days slower than applicants; 'that timely 

delivery is e8sent1al. Furthor, he testified that the G &M Equipment 

Company of Winton has acceleratod the manufacture and sh1pIllent of 

heavy oquipment for Ford tractors destined for eastern points; that 

the agent at Winton not only is not ~t.tempting to obtain business but 

on one occasion actually discouraged it. 

Two other public witnesses were present and ready to 

testify. Counsel for a.pplicant stipulated tha.t their test:lmony,. if 

€i von, would be of the same tenor" on direct and cross-exalnination" 

as that of the other public witnesses. 

Applicant earnod' a profit in hauling Winton traffic during 
(3) 

th) year 1948 but sustained a. los s therein in 1949 due ,to a sharp 

Applicant's Valley Division superintendent testified that the 
revenue of $77,445 received in 1948 was due in large part 
($22,,069) to inbound shipments by the Federal Government of' 
364 ca.rs of poto.toe s. . 
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decline in revenu~. However, it should be noted that the superintendent 

01' applicant's Valley Division testif1ed that' the packing shed at 

Winton burned down in 1949 and as a result thereof there were no 

tomatoes and peaches, items of major revenue, packed at and shipped 

from Winton. He further testified that while the packing sheds are 

not presently tenanted, negotiations are now pending tor a lease 

thereof. Th~ evidence disclosed that the dehydrator destroyed in the 

fire has been rebuilt and is presently being utilized in the pro

ccssing,of onions. Less-than-carloa.d shipments forwarded in 1949 

1ncrea~ed 18~ over 1948, the greater increase 'by weight occurring 

during the montru3 applicant desires to maintain Winton in a non-agency 

status. Revenuo tor the period January to May, inclusive, and, 

November and December, 1949, exceeded that for the remn.in,1ng months 

of tho ye~r) tho same being true of carload shipments forwarded 

during such periods. 

Resumption 01' normal act;j.vitios by the packing sheds' coupled 

with a program for stimulating business may very well produce a 

substantially incroased revonue. 

Upon consideration of 0,11 the facts, as disclosed by the 
{Lt.} 

evidence herein, and tho application thereto of tho factors pertinont 

in n proceeding of this kind, we conclude and hereby find that public 

convenience a.nd necessity require that Winton be continued as an 

agency station. 

See 4~411cation of Southern Pacific Company, et al, Decision 
No. 69, dated February 1, 1949, Application No. 29735, 
<48 Cal PUC 407). 
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ORO E R 
--..--~ 

A public h~ar1ng having been held, the ConmU.ssil:;)n being 

fully informed and bas1ng this order upon the evidence add'llcod and 

the conclusions and findings set forth in the foregoing opinion, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

That Application No. 30782 be a.nd the same is hereby 

der..iod. 

The effective dat~ or this order shall be twenty (20) days 

date hereof. 

Do.tod o.t .,L;(,~i"·#l' 
a.fter the 

Californ1a, this It.~ day 

of __ -",/rz-'-~'~'A~.'/"" V ______ , 1950. 

. -.. " 

- 8 -


